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R. T. VAN HORN.



BIOGRAPHICAL

ROBERT THOMPSON VAN HORN.

Robert Thompson Van Plorn, journalist, soldier and statesman, was

born in what is now East Mahoning, Indiana county, Pennsylvania, May
19, 1824, a son of Henry and Elizabeth (Thompson) Van Horn. His

paternal grandparents were Isaiah and Dorcas (Logan) Van Horn, of Bucks

county and later of Indiana county, Pennsylvania, while his maternal grand-

parents were Robert and Mary (Cannon) Thompson, of Ireland. On the

paternal side he is of Dutch descent, the first representative of the family
in America, Jan Cornelissen (John, the son of Cornelius), having emigrated
from Hoorn, Holland, and settled at New Amsterdam (New York) in 1645.

One of his descendants, Christian Barentsin Van Horn, settled at Communi-

paw. New Jersey, in 1711, from which branch of the family Colonel Van
Horn is directlv descended.

On his mother's side he is of Scotch-Irish ancestry, his maternal grand-

parents having come from County Londonderry, Ireland, to America, land-

ing at Philadelphia in 1789 and afterward removing to what is noAV Rayne
township, Indiana county, Pennsylvania.

His great-grandfather, Henry Van Horn, was captain of a company
of Pennsylvania troops in the Revolutionary army and died in the service,

while his grandfather, Isaiah Van Horn, served in the same company until

the end of the war.

His father, who was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, in 1788,

was a farmer by occupation and passed away in 1877. His mother, whose

life span covered the years between 1788 and 1858, was a native of Ireland

and did much by her influence in shaping the active virtues of her son's

life. They were married in Indiana county, Pennsylvania, in 1814, and

Robert Thompson wa.s the fifth child and second son of the family of seven

children, of whom four were sons.

Reared on the paternal farm, the educational opportunities of R. T.

Van Horn were limited to a few months' attendance during the winter at a
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subscription school, where he learned reading, writing, arithmetic and a lit-

tle geography but grannnar was not then taught in schools of that section

of Pennsylvania. At the age of fifteen he Ijecanie an apprentice in the office

of the Indiana (Pa.) Register, where he remained for four years, master-

ing the i)rinter's trade and at the same time acquiring, through industrious

reading, a generous store of information. From 1843 to 1855 he worked a^

a journeyman printer on newspapers in Pennsylvania, New^ York, Ohio and

Indiana and at intervals edited and published a country journal. Meanwhile

he varied his occupation by boating for a time on the Erie canal, steam-

boating during two seasons, as he found employment, on the Ohio, Wabash

and Missi.ssippi rivers, and acting at one time as a clerk on a river steamer,

deriving from the latter position the title of captain, which clung to him

until his Civil war sen'ice. During that period he also studied law in the

office of William Ranks, of Indiana, Pennsjdvania, and of Hon. T. A.

Plants, of Meigs county, Ohio, with whom he was engaged in legal practice

for a short time and who, twenty years later, was his fellow congressman.

On July 31, 1855, he located in Kan.sas City, Missouri, where he has

since resided, devoting a lifetime of strenuous and successful effort to the

interests of this city. The following October he purchased the Enterprise,

a small weekly ];)a])er which had been launched but a few months before

and wa.» then on the point of suspension, paying for the journal his entire

cash capital of two hundred and fifty dollars and incurring a debt of like

amount, of which, however, he was afterward freely discharged by the

fctockholders in recognition of his ability, valuable service and fidelity to

local interests. On its fir.<t anniversary thereafter the paper was changed to

the Kansas City lournal and in June, 1858, developed into a daily paper.

and for three years after purchasing the Journal ]Mr. Van Horn himself

performed much of the labor of type-setting and press work, as well as of

editing. In hi> lunids the .Journal became the promoter of all local enter-

prises, advocatinti, tlu-onuh its columns not only the bading industries of

Kansas City but cvci-y trunk line of railway now reaching the city before a

locomotive (-uiic into .-iuht. l^'i^om the l^eginniug it was the moldcr of local

enterprise and gave ins})iration to its activities, and it was a recognized

power in attracting poj)ulation not only to the city but to all the outlying

region. During the whole of its existence it ha- b.'cn the leading commercial

and political organ west of St. Louis. Elevat(>(l in tone and sagacious in direct-

ing j>ublic sentiment and jtarty jiolicy. it ha> Keen an ini])ort:uit factor in de-

veloping; the wonderful resource- of tlie new we-t. 'IMu'ougli its columns

ihc mind of the editor was everywhei'e manifest in editorials for the im-

provement of Kan.sas City, urging the citizens to build up the center of

mountain ;uiil pi'nirie eomiiK rcc. mid every editorial was o]")timistic, encour-

aging ;ui<l .-tiniulatinu and entirely IVce fi'om sarcasm and ])itterness. Dur-

ing the ]»olitical cani|iai^n of iSdO and ))i'ior thereto the Joui-nal had been
a conservative democratic pa]iei-. oppo.-ed Id ilie extreme sensational views

of both the north and th.- .-outli. -u|i|>oiiiiio Mi-. Douglas for the presidency.

Upon tlie outbreak of the Civil wai\ however, it d':'clared unqualified attach-

ment to tlie T'nion and in JSCl contended for the reelection of Lincoln,
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since which time it has been a steadfastly republican journal. In 1897
Colonel Yan Horn retired after forty-one years' control of the paper, hav-

ing directed its conduct even during his long period of congressional service,

and at the same time wrote much of its editorial matter.

In 1856 an organization wa.s formed, under the name of the Kansas

City ^\ssociation for Public Improvement, of which Mr. Xau Horn was an

originator and which later became the Chamber of Commerce. Shortly
afterward he was elected alderman and in 1857 appointed postmaster of

this city, serving as such until the beginning of the Civil war.

In April, 1861, when the first blow was delivered against the Union,
Mr. Yan Horn, a Douglas democrat, denounced the assault and appealed
to all good citizens to aid in supporting the government. He was selected

as the Union candidate for the mayoralty and elected by a decided majority
over Dr. G. M. B. Mauglis, a secessionist, which election is significant in

that it saved Kansas City to the Union, being the only city in the state

where a municipal election turned on the great issue of loyalty to the gen-
eral government. To defeat the purposes of the Union municipal author-

ities in Kansas City and elsewhere, the Missouri legislature dominated by
secessionists, passed a bill divesting the mayor of power to control the local

police and vesting that power in a board of police commissioners to be ap-

pointed by the governor, then Claiborne F. Jackson, at which critical

juncture Mayor Van Horn displayed practical patriotism, energy and cour-

age. Eepairing to St. Louis, he there met General Nathaniel Lyon and

Hon. Frank P. Blair, to whom he communicated his fears for the safety of

Kansas City and his desire that its loss should be averted, and in return he

was assured that assistance would be afforded at the earliest possible moment.

A few days later Kansas City was occupied by a small force of United

States troops from Fort Leavenworth, the officer in command being under

orders to recognize only Mayor Van Horn in the disposition and use of his

command. The latter, under authority of the Avar department, then re-

cruited what was known as ''Van Horn's Battalion of United States Reserve

Corps," the first organized Union force in ^lissouri outside of St. Louis,

which was mustered into the service of the United States under his com-

mand. He then assumed charge of the post, Captain Prince and his troops

retiring, and from that time until peace was restored Kansas City remained

in possession of the Union forces. Mayor Van Horn established a fortified

camp, known as Fort Union, at the southwest corner of Tenth and Central

streets, and instituted a rigid guard system and school for military instruc-

tion. Meanwhile the resident secessionists sought to embarrass him but his

fertility of resource effected their complete discomfiture. He ignored Gov-

ernor Jackson's police commissioners and on one occasion, in the exercise

of his own authority as mayor, quelled opposition by threat of using his own

troops as a United States officer.

The seizure by the Union troops of Kansas City on June 10, 1861,

only a few hours before a superior force of Secessionists had fixed to occupy

it, has never been realized as its importance warrants. This city has ever

been a strategic point in both commercial and military operations. Its
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topography dominates the whole southwest. It was the objective of both

campaigns of General Sterling Price and had it been occupied by his army
in this incipient movement, the whole country south of the Missouri river,

if not all of the state, would have been dominated by the Confederate arms,

and Kansas and Iowa the theater of hostile operations
—and rendering Fort

Leavenworth untenable, or in a state of siege
—

involving the task of recon-

quering Missouri. Military men have ever so recognized the absolute neces-

sity of holding Kansas City. And history records the evidence that the

initiation and accomplishment of this vital action was due to Colonel Van

Horn as a civil magistrate and a military commandant. The entire event

was unique as it was important and far-reaching in its effect and in its re-

sults.

On July 17, 1861, with two companies of his battalion he made an ex-

pedition southward and, near Harrisonville, skirmished with the enemy
under Colonel Duncan, whom he defeated, losing one man killed, and kill-

ing three of the enemy. In command of two companies of his own bat-

talion and two companies of Peabody's St. Joseph Battalion, he confronted

the army of General Price in its approach upon Lexington, Missouri (be-

ing attached to Colonel Mulligan's command), September 12, and in that

aftair. known as "the fight in the lane," and the bloodiest encounter of the

campaign, the enemy was driven back more than two miles, suffering con-

sideraVjle loss. AVith hi^ command he was engaged during the entire siege

and on tlio last day Avas severely wounded. After being exchanged his

battalion was made a part of the Twenty-fifth Missouri Infantry Regiment
and he was promoted to the lieutenant colonelcy. The regiment was then

a.«signed to the Army of the Tennessee and, with General B. M. Prentiss'

Division, took a conspicuous part in the d&sperate battle of Shiloh. The

brigade commander, Colonel Peabody, being killed, throughout the en-

gagement Colonel Van Horn commanded the regiment, which was part of

the brigade to receive the first Confederate onslaught, and had his horse

killed under him. In the operations against Corintli he acted for a time as

brigade coiiiiii;iii(ler and when the city was occupied, his regiment, which
had become proficient in engineering, was assigned to the duty of construct-

ing Batteries A to F, carrying on the Avork under the direction of the reg-

ular engineer officers. These works were the principal point of attack by
the Confederates the following October and their sneees~fnl defense gave the

vieti'vy (f» General Roseerans.

ICarly in 1863 Colonel \*an llorn'^ r^oiinent. greatly depleted through
the casualties of active service, was retnrned to Missouri for recruiting pur-

po.«es and later ordered to New Madrid, Missouri, to open a military road

throngli the New River Swamp, but the project Avas abandoned by order of

General Sdiofield after a personal reconnoi.ssance and adverse report by Colonel

Van Horn. In July the latter was assigned to duty as provost marshal on
the .staff of General Thomas Ewing, commanding the District of the

Border, tlie assignment being made by General Schofield at the urgent solic-

itation of many citizens of Jackson county, whose sympathies Avere aroused

by needless suffering imposed upon many through the execution of the
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famous "Order No.. II." Intent upon the suppression of disloyalty and

with that faithful submission to superiors characteristic of the true soldier,

he executed his orders with firmness, his conduct during that distressing

period and in a position of peculiar responsibility being that of which only
the noblest of men could be capable. At the same time he mitigated the

severity of his orders to the extent of his pow-er, tempering his acts with for-

bearance, consideration and sympathy and in many cases aiding with sub-

sistence and assisting to new homes those w^ho had been dispossessed.

Early in 1864 Colonel Van Horn's regiment was consolidated with

Colonel Bissell's engineer regiment, which necessitated the discharge of su-

pernumerary officers, among whom was Colonel Van Horn, who was hon-

orably mustered out, Colonel Flad, the ranking colonel as well as a profes-

sional engineer, being retained in service.

Doiring the Price raid in October, 1864, Colonel Van Horn, then mayor
of Kansas City, was charged by General Curtis with the organization of the

militia and the construction of city fortifications and devoted himself ardu-

ously to his duties. As volunteer aide to General Curtis he witnessed the

battle of Westport and the defeat of the Confederate forces.

In political life Colonel Van Horn devoted all his energies to advanc-

ing the interests of Kansas City and the region tributary thereto. In 1862,

while with his regiment in the field, he was elected to the state senate and

in the session of the following January was one of the seven members who

effected the election of John B. Henderson to the United States senate,

which event was a potent factor in the conduct of Missouri politics for years

afterward. In the session of 1864-5 he had charge of the bill providing for

the completion of the IMissouri Pacific Railway to Kansas City, the first

railway to reach this city, and with the aid of M. J. Payne and E. M.

McGee, who urged the measure in the house, success was attained. In 1864

he was elected to congress from the eighth Missouri district, serving in the

thirty-ninth, fortieth and forty-first congresses (1865-71) and in the forty-

seventh and fifty-fourth congresses (1881-3 and 1895-7). He officiated in

congress as chairman of the house committee of the joint committee on

printing, on the committees of Indian affairs and on Pacific railroads, as

well as various other important committees, and was always known as an

active and vigilant member. He was untiring in his efforts to secure the

passage of measures of importance to the growing west as well as those of

national interest: introduced bills for the improvement of western rivers,

the consolidation of Indian tribes, the first railroad bridge across the Mis-

souri river at Kansas Citv and the first bill for the organization of Okla-

homa Territory; and was also personally influential in effecting a treaty

with the tribes in the Indian Territory by which the first railroad was

granted the right of way through that section. He aided in securing the

legislation providing for the building of the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf

Railway and enabled the company to secure the neutral lands, now the

counties of Crawford and Cherokee, Kansas, in aid of construction: and also

secured the passage in the house of representatives of the bridge charter of

the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad.
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Colonel Van Horn supplemented his sei-vice as a public official with

per.?istent and vigorous effort through his newspaper and in attending con-

ventions and legislative gatherings where the interests of Kansas City could

be at all furthered. His knowledge of western affairs was such that his

party in Missouri, and by unanimous endorsement of the legislature of Kan-

sas, combined in vigorously urging his appointment as secretary of the in-

terior under President Hayes. From 1875 to 1881 he was collector uf

internal revenue of the sixth district of Missouri. Always accorded great

skill and sagacity as a politician, Colonel Van Horn has been a valued mem-

ber of many national and state committees and conventions and served as

a delegate to the republican national convention of 1864, 18G8, 1872, 1876,

1880 and 1884. being one of the ''308" voting for General Grant in the con-

vention of 1880. He also served twice as a member of the national republican

committee and as chairman of the republican state committee of Missouri.

He was one of the organizers of the Kansas City Academy of Science

in 1877 and its president for many years. His interest in scientific subjects

led him to warmly advocate, through his paper the establishment of a man-

ual training school and the present excellent institution of Kansas City

probably owes its existence more to the sentiment created by his utterances

than to any other agency.

As a writer Colonel Van Horn was always lucid and vigorous. Affect-

ing none of the arts of the polished writer, his sentences are models of clear,

easily understood and grammatical English, characterized by an expression

peculiar to the deep and logical thinker, absolutely sincere and fearless.

For many years preceding his retirement from journalism he wrote a Sun-

day article embodying philosophical reflections upon topics of current in-

terest, which frequently verged, upon the metaphysical and were at times

daring in their adroit indictment of mental faults and moral offenses. Al-

ways (loliglitfully readable, they attracted such wide attention that com-

petent critic.-, including some who could not approve all the conclusions of

the writer, urged their publication in book form. For some years past he

has written but little except in the way of occasional encomium upon some

well regarded pioneer who has passed awaj^, such writings including a tribute

to the memory of Colonel M. J. Payne, read before the Kansas City His-

torical Society. Perhaps his latest work of peculiar local interest is his

article on "Kan.sas-Mis.souri Border Troubles" written for the Encyclopedia
of the Hi.-tory of Missouri.

Colonel Van Horn is recognized as a man of distinguished literary

attainments and superior mind and stands foremost among the many able

and energetic ni.'n engaged in the making of Kan.sas City. Every stc]) taken

for the aihanccnicnt of the citN' wa- in the face of almost insuperable ob-

stacles and all that was accomplished for it was ])nrcly through undismayed

hopefulness and unconquerable determination, and among those who di.s-

played these attributes in their perfection was Colonel ^'an Horn. During
his forty-one years' service as editor, in the legislature and in congress, and

unceasingly in his personal effort as a jirivate citizen, hi- life work has been

for the upbuilding of Kansas City.
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A type of manhood that ha,s made it possible for the people of this

country to enjoy in the fullest measure the richness of this life which is

their inheritance, for more than forty years he has stood as the embodiment

of that kind of energy which has made the name of Kansas City a synonym
for enterprise, intelligently and honestly directed, in all sections of the

United States. He is distingxiished as having been the moving spirit among
a coterie of men of rcmarkaljle practical sagacity, in knowing how to seize

upon opportunities that would command and hold the avenues of commerce

from the Lakes to Galveston and to determine in advance what should be

the gateway between the Mississippi valley and the Pacific.

The preparation he received educationally to play the part in life in

which he was destined to become a most conspicuous actor was most meager.

Complimented on his wide and scholarly reading and the firm grasp he

had on scientific and philosophic subjects and his comprehensive knowledge
of public men and national affairs, he took from a library shelf three small

books—a "United States Spelling Book," ''Introduction to the English

Reader," and old arithmetic, "The Western Calculator." "These," he said,

"were the sources of my information. I studied them in the winter when

the weather was too bad to work out of doors." His ethical training con-

sisted chiefly of the shorter catechism of the Presbyterian church, of which

his grandfathers, father and brother were elders. How well his contact with

different types of men with whom he mingled had prepared him as a torch-

bearer for the forefront of this western procession, is not now a question of

speculation but one of deeds accomplished.

In his personal character Colonel Van Horn is modest in the extreme,

readily yielding to others more credit for accomplished results than he

cares to have ascribed to himself. A deep student of books, a close observer

of events and a rare judge of men, through a long and eventful life in which

he has met in familiar contact the greatest actors in a wondrous era, he is

a rarely entertaining conversationalist, uniting in his discourse the knowl-

edge of the historian, the wise discrimination of the critic and the well-

tempered judgment of the philosopher. Owing to his true friendship in

which confidence is never lost or debased, his name is deeply engraved on

the hearts of thousands of men and women who knew him in the early

struggles, trials and triumphs of Kansas City and he is esteemed by all who

know him as an honest, sympathetic and public-spirited citizen. His every-

day life is simple, unpretending and democratic, bringing him in close touch

with all classes, whose thoughts, feelings and aspirations he understands

far better than those who stand aloof.

A statesman, philosopher, scholar and thinker, his mind which was

trained by a long and powerful system of analysis, so that it worked with

the precision of a splendid piece of machinery, moves in an ever-widening

circle of knowledge. Indissolubly connected with Kansas City, its rise,

progress and destiny, is the name of Colonel Van Horn, whose public

services and private virtues belong to this nation as one of its great historic

characters. And by universal sanction Kansas City has conferred on him

the title of "First Citizen."
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At Pomeroy, Ohio, on December 2, 1848, he married Adela H.,

daughter of Caleb and Matilda (Buckingham) Cooley, of Meigs county,

Ohio. They had four children: Caleb Henry, who died at the age of eight;

Charles C, who died in his twentieth year; Robert C, also deceased, who

served as assistant under Postniaster. Theodore S. Case and at the time of

his death, which occurred when he was thirty-five years of age, was a stock-

holder in the Kansas City Journal and actively engaged on that paper; and

Dick Y'dn Horn, born November 15, 1851, who for thirteen years was a

member of the staff of the Kansas City Journal.

CHARLES S. KEITH.

Charles S. Keith, who since 1907 ha^ been president and general man-

ager of the Central Coal & Coke Company, the largest concern of the kind

in the southwest, was born in Kansas City, January 28, 1873. The family is

of Scotch lineage and the progenitor of the American branch came from

Scotland in 1642. His father, Richard H. Keith, a native of Lexington,

Missouri, became a resident of Kansas City in 1871 and established business,

which is now conducted under the name of the Central Coal & Coke Com-

pany and in which connection he became one of the most prominent business

men of this section of the country, controlling mammoth interests in both

lumber and coal. As stated, he was a native of Lexington, born in 1842.

The early American ancestors lived in Virginia, while Mr. and Mrs. Smith

Keith, j)arents of Richard H. Keith, removed from the Old Dominion to

Missouri in 1889. Reared in this state, Richard H. Keith attended the old

Masonic College at Lexington until his seventeenth year, when he made his

entrance into the business world as deputy clerk in the circuit and probate
courts and recorder of deeds in Lafayette county. He was eighteen years
of age when he enlisted as a private under Colonel John Bowman of the

State rJuai-ds. He saw active service in behalf of the Confederacy in various

engagements, including those at Lexington, Oak Hill and Pea Ridge. Later

he went to Memphis, Tennessee, where he joined the Landis battery of ar-

tillery, wilh which he j)arlicipated in the first and second battles at Cor-

inth and also the battles of luka, Hatchie River, Grand Gulf, Fort Gibson,

Champion Hills, Black River and the siege of Vicksburg. Refusing a parole
at \'ick.-l)ing, he was sent as a prisoner of war to Camp Morton. Indianapolis,
from which ])lace he later made his escape.

Mr. Keith then went to California and afterward was connected with

trading interests in Leavenworth, Kansas, and New Mexico for two years
and also conducted a dry goods store in the former place for a year. As
stated, he became a resident of Kansas City in 1871 and invested his entire

capital of forty dollars in the establishment of a little coalyard on Bluff street.

Kansas City then had but little industrial or commercial importance and han-
dled not more than thirty or forty carloads of coal per day. Mr. Keith lived to

witness the growth of the city and its business development \mtil between
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three hundred and fifty or four hundred car loads of coal are handled daily

liere. He conducted his retail business for several yeans and eventually be-

came one of the most prominent and successful retail coal dealers of the

country as the president of the Central Coal & Coke Company. Constantly

watchful of opportunities for expanding his business, in 1878, he opened his

iirst mine at Godfrey, Bourbon county, Kansas, and in the succeeding two

years opened other mines at Rich Hill, while eventually he became the

owner of extensive and valuable coal lands in the Bonanza district of Ar-

kansas. The increase of his Inisiness led to the organization of the Central

Coal iSc Coke Company, which now owns coal bearing lands that produce four

million tons of coal annually. Something of the growth of the business

is indicated in the fact that when Colonel Keith oi)cned his little coalyard

on liluff street he employed but two or three men and ere his death the

employes of the Central Coal & Coke Company numbered about ten thou-

sand, while its output amounted to one hundred and twenty thousand cars

and its business reached the sum of seven million dollars yearly, mining
coal in Kansas, Missouri, Indian Territory, Arkansas and Wyoming. The

interests of the company were constantly expanded and in connection with

the operation of the coal fields and the marketing of the products the com-

pany also established and controlled ere the death of Colonel Keith twenty-

five stores, handling goods to the value of three million dollars. Retail

coalyards and offices were also established at Wichita, Kansas, St. Joseph,

Missouri, Omaha, Nebraska, and Salt Lake City, while the products are

widely shipped throughout the entire west and south, the business of the

company exceeding that of any other firm in the western states.

The Keith & Perry Coal Company was reorganized as the Central Coal

A: Coke Company, May 1, 1893. Previous to this time the company had

dealt in lumber on a small scale in connection with the coal business but

THuler new management the lumber enterprise developed rapidly, so that

the company in this connection soon gained recognition among the most

prominent lumber manufacturers and dealers west of the Mississippi. The

property of the Bowie Lumber Company of Texarkana, Texas, was pur-

chased, including twenty-five acres within the corporation limits of that city,

and the plant was reconstructed along most modern lines and equipped Avith

the latest improved machinery. The Central Coal & Coke Company began

its actual operations in lumber mannfacture in January, 1894, and the plant

at Texarkana was in operation until the summer of 1902, when it was

torn down and removed to Carson, Louisiana, owing to the exhaustion of

the timber supply of the company at the former place. At Carson the com-

pany's mills cut about five million feet of lumber per month and shipments

to and from the mills were made over the Missouri & Louisiana Railroad,

fifty-one miles in length—a road practically owned by the Central Coal &

Coke Company. With the continued growth of the business a second saw-

mill ]ilant was erected at Keith, Louisiana, on the Kansas City Southern

Railway, and daily converts one hundred and forty thousand feet of logs

into lumber. Mr. Keith was also interested in one hundred and sixty-five
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thousand acres of jiiiic lands in Houston county, Texas, lying between the

Cotton Beh and the International A: Gvea.t Northern Railway. The business

at that })uint was organized under separate incorporation as the Louisiana

cV: Texa> huinber Company. A mill plant was erected at Kennard, Texas,

witli a cajiacity of three hundred thousand feet per day, this being the larg-

e.-;t mill in the south. Mr. Keith became [n'osident of the company, with

Charles Campbell as treasurer and secretary. The product of the Louisiana

& Texas Lumber Company's plant, however, was handled by the Central

Coal & Coke Company. ]\lr. Keith stood pre-eminent as a central figure in

lumber and coal circles, possessing superior ability that enabled him to for-

nndalc large ])lans and carry them forward to successful completion, con-

trolling not only the salient features of the business but also giving super-
\i.<ion to the slightest detail. His l)usiness methods were always in strict

conformity to a hiuh standard of commercial ethics and thus won for him
the admiration and respect of his business colleagues and associates. He
was a Catholic in religious faith, a republican in his political views and a

i\Iason in his social relations. He was also a brigadier general of the Con-

federate Veterans' Association of Kansas City.

Mr. Keith was first married in 1871 to ]Mi.-s Anna Boorman and their

children were: Charles S., of this review: Dr. Robert L. Keith; and Mrs.

C. W. Hastings. l'^)r his second wife Mr. Keitli chose Miss Mary B. Boor-

man, liv whom he had the following children: INIrs. A. K. Taylor, R. H.

Keith. .Ir., Mrs. Freeman Field, Anna Keith and Mary Taylor Keith.

Charles S. Keith supplemented his early educational privileges by study
in St. .Tohn's College at Fordham, New York city, and was graduated in

1891 with the degree of Bachelor of Science. In .Tuly of the same year he

entered the offk'e of the Central Coal & Coke Company as bookkeeper and
has throughout liis entire business career been connected with this enterprise.
He acquainted himself in principle and detail, closely studied the trade and
in .July. 1007, b3came the president and general manager of what is now
the largest coal and lumber enterprise of the southwest. He occupies a posi-

tion in linsiness circles not alone by reason of the success he has achieved but

al.-o on acconnt of the straightforward business methods he has ever followed.

It is trne that lie entered upon a business already established and upon a

paying basis but as general manager he has enlarged and extended its scope,
liis record proving conclusively that success is not a matter of genius, as

lu'ld ])y some, but results from clear judgment, experience and unwearied

industry. He is also popular in the city where his entire life has been

passed, having won an extensive circle of warm friends.

JAMES P. KENMUIR.

In that period of Kansas City's history when lu^r mercantile establish-

ments were but entering uf)on a pioneer existence, Januv P. Kenmuir became
a factor in commercial circles. Ho arrived in the city in 1S78, and through-
out hi- remaining days was closely a.ssociated with the jewelry trade. In an
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analyzation of his life work there can be placed but one interpretation upon
his success, and that is that it resulted from merit and ability. He had no

special advantages at the outset of his career other than the American youth
usually enjoys, but he possessed a determined spirit, combined with high
ideals in business that won for him an honored name as well as a comfortable

competency.
Mr. Kenmuir was a native of Balany Hindi, Ireland, where his birth

occurred in March, 1838. His parents were also natives of the Emerald Isle,

where they passed their entire lives. The father was also a watchmaker by
trade, and continued in that line of activity throughout his entire business

career. One of the sons of the family, John Kenmuir, came to America in

early life and settled in Leavenworth, Kansas, where he engaged in the

jewelry and watchmaking business for several years. He then removed to

St. Joseph, Missouri, and became a leading jeweler of that city, conducting
an extensive business, which brought him gratifying prosperity.

The common schools of Ireland afforded James P. Kenmuir the educa-

tional advantages which qualified him for life's practical and responsible

duties, and his business training was received under the direction of his

father, in whose establishment he learned the jewelry and watchmaking
trades. After continuing with his father in Ireland for several years, the fact

of his brother's success in America induced him to seek a home beyond the

water, and when he had reached the eastern coast he tarried not until he had

reached Leavenworth, Kansas, where he entered into partnership with his

brother. He was connected with the business interests of that city until 1873,
when he removed to Kansas City. Here he began work at his trade with

the we.ll known jewelry firm of Cady & Olmstead, but after a brief period

engaged in business on his own account, opening a store on Main street,

between Seventh and Eighth streets. His business soon increased and necessi-

tated his securing larger quarters, so that he removed to Ninth street, between

Main and Walnut streets. The gradual growth of his business continued

and he finally opened his store in larger rooms on Tenth street, between

Main and Walnut streets, where he continued in the jewelry and watchmak-

ing business for many years. He prospered in his undertakings, for in his

business methods he displayed marked energy, careful systemization, strong

purpose and unswerving commercial integrity. At length he sold out and

lived retired in Kansas City throughout his remaining days, enjoying well

merited rest.

Mr. Kenmuir was married in 1876, in this city, to Miss Celia H. Rowlett,

a native of Bath, Steuben county. New York,' and a daughter of James and

Mary A. (Mitchell) Rowlett. Her father was a native of Ireland and came

to America in an early day. He joined the Presbyterian ministry, and in

that capacity was called to various Presbyterian churches in the east, devoting
his remaining days to the work of proclaiming the gospel. Both he and his

w^ife were residents of Steuben county, New York,when called to their final

rest. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kenmuir were born two daughters and a son.

Mabel, the eldest, is the wife of Professor Walter H. Fickland, who was a

teacher in the Central high school of Kansas City for several years, and they
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now reside in Littleton, Colorado, where he is business manager for Miss

AVolcott's schools. Charles E. Kenmnir, one of the leading young business

men of Kansas City, is now teller of the Fidelity Trust Company Bank. He
has recently married ]\Ii.>s ]\Iira Green and they reside at No. 20 Clinton

place. Nellie, who completes the family, is at home with her mother, and

they occupy a handsome and attractive residence at No. 132 Spruce avenue,

which was erected by Mrs. Kenmuir in September, 1905.

In the early days of their residence here Mr. Kenmuir erected a home at

No. 917 Troost avenue, where he and his family lived for a quarter of a cen-

tury. The death of the husband and father occurred September 9, 1902, and

the news of his demise carried grief and regret to many friends. His political

allegiance was given to the republican party, for he firmly believed that its

principles were most conducive to good government and the welfare of the

people. He was never an office seeker, but in the early days made official

observations and reports upon the weather and river, continuing in that service

until the work was put in control of the army. In Ireland he was a member
of the Masonic fraternity but united with no societies or secret organizations

in this country. His attention was largely given to the development of his

business, which, successfully controlled, made him one of the prosperous
residents here. It was not his success, however, but his honorable busine,ss

principles that gained him the entire respect and confidence of his colleagues

and his contemporaries, while the many commendal)le traits of his character,

as manifest in his kindliness, his consideration and his deference for the

o])inions of others, won for him the warmest esteem of all with whom he was

associated. It is not from the few conspicuous deeds of life that the blessings

chiefly come which make the world better, sweeter, happier, but from the

countless lowly ministrations of the everydays, the little faithfulnesses that

fill long years, and in this way Mr. Kenmuir contributed much to the happi-
ness of those around him.

JOSEPH VAN CLIEF KARNES.

ID-Clllill \';iii Clicf Karnes was Ixirn on a farm in Boone county, Mis-

souri, February 11. 1841. His parents, Thomas and Elizabeth (Payne)

Karnes, came to this state from Virginia in 1835. The former was of Ger-

man lineage and the latter of English and Dutch descent.

Joseph Van Clicf Karnes, the youngest of a family of four brothers,

attended the coniiti-y .<cliool.< continuously between his fifth and twelfth

years and then devoted four years to farm life. He entered the then pri'-

paratory cDur-c in the Missouri State University in 1857 and, completing
the academic course was graduated in 1862, with the degree of Bachelor of

Arts, liis ])ciiig the higlic.-t standing among all the students of the university

during the entire five years. Immediately after graduation Mr. Karnes en-

tered the law .school of Harvard Univer.^ity, but left during his first year to

acce])t a Greek and Latin tutorship in the Missouri State University. His
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fondness for languages has kept his Greek and Latin fresh to the present
time. He left the State University in 1865 with the degree of Master of

Arts. During his tutorship he was a student in the law office of Hon.

Boyle Gordon, of Columbia, with Henry N. Ess, then a tutor of mathematics
in the university. In August, 1865, they came to Kansas City and opened
an office under the name of Karnes & Ess. The partnership continued for

twenty-one years. Mr. Karnes is now the senior partner of the law firm of

Karnes, New & Krauthoff. When he arrived in Kansas City it contained a

population of only six thousand.

In addressing young men upoil the subject of how to succeed in law,
Mr. Karnes has said, "Be a gentleman; it pays nowhere better than in the

law. . . . Take advantage of no man's situation to extort from him un-

duly large fees. ... Be honest, both with the court and with the jury."
The advice which he has thus given to others he has always followed in his

own practice, and therein, in large measure, lies the secret of his success. It

is his theory of the law that the counsel who practice are to aid the court

in the administration of justice and there has been no member of the pro-
fession who has been more careful to conform his practice to a high standard

of professional ethics than he has. He has never sought to lead the court

astray in a matter of fact or law; has ever treated the court with the studied

courtesy which is its due and indulged in no harsh criticisms because it

arrived at a conclusion in the decision of a case different from what he hoped
to hear. Calm, dignified, self-controlled, free from passion or prejudice and
with the most kindly spirit, he gives to his client the service of great talent,

unwearied industry and rare learning, but he never forgets that there are

certain things due to the court, to his own self-respect, and above all to

justice and the righteous administration of the law that neither the zeal

of an advocate nor the pleasure of success permits him to disregard. He is

an able, faithful and conscientious minister in the temple of justice. He
has been connected with much important litigation and has won many hon-

orable victories.

In his bovhood days Mr. Karnes became an anti-slaverv advocate,

although living in a slave-holding community and his father to a limited

extent a slave-owner. He became a stanch supporter of the republican

party and was nominated for the supreme bench in 1880, but was defeated

with the remainder of the ticket owing to the strong democratic majority in

Missouri. His devotion to the general good has been manifest in manj'-

tangible ways. He served for twenty years on the school board of Kansas

City without pay and aided in securing much needed legislation and in

placing the schools upon an excellent foundation. No one was more active

or instrumental in founding the public library and he served for many
years on the library committee of the board. He is a member of the Com-
mercial Club and has been chairman of the committee on municipal legis-

lation, and was one of the freeholders who framed the present city charter.

He assisted in organizing the Kansas City Bar Association and was its presi-

dent for three consecutive terms. He was one of the founders of the Kansas

City Law Library Association and for several years was its president. He

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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•was one of the organizers of the Provident Association, drafted its charter,

and gave much thought to the furtherance of the cause. He has been a

prominent and effective advocate of the park and boulevard sj^stem and has

served as a member of the park board, and he is now chairman of the tene-

ment commission. His services are freelj' given to the city wherever he feels

that he can aid in advancing its material, intellectual, social and moral prog-

ress, but always without compensation.

In Octol)er, 1903
,
the degree of Doctor of Laws wa.s conferred upon

Mr. Karnes by the Missouri University. On the 27th of January of that

year he had been made an honorary member of the Commercial Club. His

fellow citizc]is recognize in him a man of scholarly attainments, of superior

ability in hi- profession, of marked public spirit and untiring devotion to

the general good. His success has been great but his liberality has made his

fortune only moderate. There are few men who have the strict sense of

honor in regard to professional service that has always characterized Mr.

Karnes in his practice and has made him one of the most respected, as well

as one of the most capable practitioners of the Kansas City bar.

avillta:\i xjaet.

William \'li('t, wi'll known as a bridgebuilder and contractor in general

civil engineering work u\) to the time of his death, which occurred in Kansas

City in March. 1893, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, and at the age of nine

years became a resident of ^Milwaukee, Wisconsin. After acquiring a good

public-school education he studied civil engineering, and thus qualified for

the profession which he made his life work. In 1876 he removed to Kansas

City, ]\Iissouri, and followed civil engineering in connection with the King

Bridge Company, building iron bridges all over the country and especially for

the Union Pacific Railroad. He was also the builder of the reservoir here.

He thoroughly understood the great scientific jirinciples which underlie civil

engineering as well as all of the practical work connectL'd with the business,

and his skill ;iiid efficiency gained him i»r(niiincn(e as a representative of that

departiiiiMit of IhImh'.

At tlie Slierniini House in Cliicago. in 18r)3, Mr. Vliet was married to

Miss Sarali T. Tloageland. a daughter of Edwin Iloageland, who Avas a native

of the state of New York and was ca|»tain of a ve.^^sel that ])lied between Fish-

kill Landing niid New York city. Tie died, howevei'. when his children were

very yonng. His widow, who liore the maiden name of Diana IIasl)rook,

and was al.«o a native of the iMiipire ,-tate, married again after the death of

her first hu.«band. l)ecomiiiu the wife of .John .Tohn-on. mid removed to Mil-

waukee will) the rmiiily. In LS.")! Mr. .lohn.-on came to Kansas City, Mis-

souri, and two years later moved the family here. He eoniint'iieed work in

contracting line.- and foi- ,-oiiie year.< was thus engaged. At first the family
lived in a lou hon.-e, hut as in- financial resources increa-ed Mr. Johnson

embraced liis o|i|M)i'tunitie.- {'t)V judicions inve-tment and pnrchased a large
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amount of property, owning what was later known as the Johnson addition

and also the land where the junction now stands. He became one of the most

prominent and influential residents of the city in early days, and was elected

the first mayor of Kansas City, Missouri, but declined to serve, for his ambi-
tions were in other directions than official preferment.

He continued in business here until after the outbreak of the Civil war,
and was the first man to float the stars and stripes in Kansas City. However,
on account of the trouble brought about through the bitter feeling engendered
during the Civil War he removed to Leavenworth, Kansas, where he took up
the occupation of farming, and there made his home until his death, which oc-

curred in 1904 when he had reached the venerable age of eighty-four years.
He was an active republican and a man always loyal to his principles, never

swerving in his support of his honest convictions. Mrs. Vliet had two broth-

ers, Walter and George Hoagelund, who came here with their stepfather.
Mrs. Vliet, however, remained in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, until 187'6, when she

accompanied her husband on his removal to Kansas City, where she has since

made her home. Their daughter Emma became the wife of Frank S. Ford,
and they now reside with ^Irs. Vliet. Mr. Ford was born in Ohio and came
to Kansas City, Missouri, when twenty-seven years of age. He has since been

engaged in conducting a planing mill for Mr. Lovejoy. He is a member of

Ivanhoe Lodge, A. F. & A. M., also belongs to the Royal Arch Chapter and
to the Modern Woodmen Camp. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ford has been born a

daughter, Frances Bernice. Mr. Ford was a son of Henry N. Ford, who hiis

been in the planing mill business in Ohio for years, and of Mary (Leclercq)

Ford, a native of France.

^Ir. Vliet was a worthy exemplar of the ^Masonic fraternity, and attained

the Knight Templar degree. His life was in harmony with his principles-,

and he enjoyed to the fvillest extent the confidence and good will of his fellow-

men. He was ever accurate, thorough, progressive and reliable in business,

while those with whom he was associated in friendly relations knew him as

a man of many excellent traits of character, of kindly purpose and genial

disposition. He died in March, 1893, at the age of sixty-two years, and his

memorv is vet cherished bv manv who knew him.

CON MURPHY.

Con Murphy, who is engaged in the livery business at No. 1309 Walnut

street in Kansas City, was born in County Cork, Ireland, in 1848, and the

following year was brought by his parents to the new world, the family home

being established in Virginia. His father, Charles Murphy, was also a native

of County Cork, and during his residence in ^^irginia was identified with

railroad interests. In 1857, however, he left the Old Dominion and came to

Kansas City, traveling by boat a part of the way. This city was then a small

town of little industrial or commercial prominence, and giving but little

promise of rapid future development. Mr. Murphy settled near what is now
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the intersection of Fifteenth and Locust streets, where he built a log cabin,

cutting the timber on the west bottoms w^here the Union depot now stands

in order to l)uild his house. The district all around him was farm land, and

he at once turned his attention to general agricultural pursuits, continuing

in active connection with the farming interests of Jackson county until his

death, which occurred in 1880 when he was eighty years of age. His study of

the political issues and questions in this country led him to ally his interests

with the democratic party, and he always remained one- of its supporters,

but never sought nor desired office as a reward for party fealty. His religious

faith was indicated by his membership in the Catholic church. He married

Bridget Horrigan, also a native of County Cork, Ireland, who died about

1891. They were the parents of twelve children, of whom four are now living:

Mrs. Mary Ryan ;
Mrs. Catherine Hurley ; John, a resident of Leavenworth,

Kansas, who served in Van Horn's regiment in the Civil war; and Con, of

this review. Jeremiah and Daniel, who formerly served as county collector

here, are now deceased.

Brought to America when but a year old, Con Murphy remained in Vir-

ginia until nine years of age, and then became a resident of Kansas City,

where for more than a half century he has now made his home. He started

in business life as a clerk in a clothing store, and he devoted three years to

learning the saddlery trade, but never followed that pursuit. On giving up
his position as clerk in the store he became deputy county collector under his

brother Daniel, and served in that capacity for four years. His capability

and fidelity in office led to his selection for further official honors, and he

was chosen by a popular vote to the position of county marshal, in which

he also served for four years. He next resumed clerking in a store, but after-

ward under President Cleveland's administration was superintendent of car-

riers in the Kansas City postoffice. On retiring from that position he engaged
in the dry-goods business with Schelley on Delaware street for several years,

and sub.-iequently became inspector of detectives. On again leaving the pub-

lic service he engaged in the livery business at No. 555 Grand street, while

later he bought out the livery stable of Baker Brothers at No. 1309 Walnut

street, where he is now located. Here he has a well equipped establishment,

having a large line of fine carriages and receives a liberal patronage. He alsQ

erected a residence at the corner of Eleventh and Cherry streets, but now

resides at No. 3102 East Twenty-third street.

Mr. Murphy was married in Indiana, in 1882, to Miss Mary A. Sheibley,

a native of Jackson county, Missouri. Her father, Henry Sheibley, was a

school teacher here at an early day, but afterward returned to Indiana,

although he later again became a resident of Kansas City. He married Susan

Keashler, and their family included Mi's. Murphy, who by her marriage has

become the mother of ten children: Con, Jr., Ellen, Charles H., Mary A.,

John, Daniel, Cornelia, Annie C, Leonilla and Jo.^eph. The family circle yet

ri'iiiain.- iiiihrdkcii, and all are yet imder the parental roof.

Mr. Murplix- has alway.- given his ])olitical support to the democratic

party, and is active in its ranks. He belongs to the Woodmen of the World,

and lias served as councilor of Camp Xo. -42-1. and in all the other offices. He
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is likewise connected with the Knights of Cohimbus and the Catholic

Knights of Amercia, and is a member of the Catholic church, to the support

of which he has contributed generously, aiding in the erection of a large

majority of the Catholic churches of Kansas City. Whatever success he has

achieved in business is attributable to his own efforts, for from an early age
he has been dependent upon his own resources. He now owns a good livery

establishment, and is conducting a prosperous business in this line.

LAUREN W. McCOLLUM.

Lauren W. McCollum, who at the time of his death was a stockholder

and secretary of the W. S. Dickey Clay Company, became a resident of Kan-

sas City in 1888 and although his business interests afterward took him to

various sections of the country he still regarded this as his place of residence.

His birth occurred in Buffalo, New^ York, July 22, 1853. His father, Otis

McCollum, was also a native of the Empire state and engaged in the news-

paper business in Buffalo. In the schools of that city the son pursued his

education and was also identified with journalistic interests until his removal

to the west.

About the year 1880 he became a resident of Des Moines, Iowa, and

assisted C. C. Gilbert in erecting his large storage factory there. He remained

in Des Moines until 1888, when he removed to Kansas City and became

connected with the old sewer pipe company. When it was afterward merged
into the W. S. Dickey Clay Company, he became one of its stockholders

and secretary of the latter and was associated therewith until his demise. In

that capacity he assisted materially in the upbuilding of the plant and the

enterprise and traveled all over the country looking after the interests of

the business. He also visited the Orient in connection w^ith this business just

prior to his demise. He was taken ill while looking after the branch factory

at Macomb, Illinois, where he died May 19, 1906. He had a very large busi-

ness acquaintance and wherever he went impressed people with his capacity
for business control and his aptitude in successful management. He was

very thorough in all that he undertook and when he became connected with

the pottery interests he made it his object to thoroughly acquaint himself

with the business in principle and detail. He was thus enabled to converse

intelligently upon the subject and to present the interests of the company in

the best possible light. His persistency of purpose was one of his strong

characteristics and at all times he worked with a recognition of the fact that

"there is no excellence without labor."

Mr. McCollum was married in Des Moines, Iowa, November 8, 1882, to

Miss Nellie M. Leach, of Chicago, and unto them was born a daughter, Kate,

who is now the wife of William E. Merrill. Mrs. McCollum's father is E. C.

Leach, one of the oldest business men of Chicago, to which city he removed
when eighteen years of age and there engaged in the distilling business. He
still makes his home in that city and has a wide acquaintance there among
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its leading business men. He is a native of Vermont, while his wife, who

bore the maiden name of Kate H. Carter, is a native of Canada.

Mr. McCollum's po^iition on political questions was never an equivocal

one. He gave stalwart support to the republican party, not because of any
desire on his part for political preferment but because he had firm faith in

its principles in connection with the jDromotion of the country's welfare. He

greatly desired the success of the j)arty and as a delegate attended its last

national convention held in Chicago. He was accorded a prominent place

in business circles in Kansas City and for many years was an active member
of the Commercial Club. He also belonged to the Manufacturers Club, the

Knife and Fork Club, the Missouri Republican Club, the Ivanhoe Lodge of

Masons and the Episcopal church—associations which indicated much of the

character of his interests and ideals. In his attitude everywhere he mani-

fested the true spirit of altruism and although aggressive in every sense of

the word he always avoided even the semblance of that popular tendency, so

detrimental to the common welfare of humanity, namely the sacrifice of

friendship or i)riiicipl(' for the promulgation of .selfish interests.

REV. NATHAN SCARRITT.

Nathan Scarritt, minister and benefactor, was born at Edwardsville,

Illinois, April 14, 1821, son of Nathan and Latty (Allds) Scarritt. He was

of Scotch and Irish descent. His father (b. 1788, d. 1847), a native of

Connecticut, was a farmer by occupation; hi.s mother (b. 1793, d. 1875) was

a native of New Hampshire. His parents were married at Lyman, New

Hampshire, in 1812, and Nathan was the seventh child and sixth son of a

family of twelve children, of whom ten were sons. In 1820 his parents

emigrated liy wagon from New Hampshire to Illinois, locating fir.st at Ed-

ward-^ville, and then on a farm near Alton—their latter location becoming
known as Scarritt's Prairie, now the seat of the Monticello Female Seminary.
Natlian worked on the home farm until he was sixteen years of age, when he

entered McKendree College, at Lebanon, Illinois, beginning in the prepar-

atory department. His father was able to aid him but little and he obtained

his education almost entirely through his own effort, paying part of liis first

yearV tuition l»y clearing the brush and timber from the college campus,
which work he did after study hours and by moonlight. With two com-

panions he lived in a log hut, near which he fenced and cultivated a garden.
hi.~ meal- often consisting of potatoes of hi.s own raising, with occasionally
bread and mejil : ;nid dnring that time hi.s cxpeii.^e- were frecpiently les.s than

fifty cents a week.

His -Indies wei-e iiileriiipled l)y tlie illne.<s of his fallier and he returned

home to manauv the farm, Imt when his father liad sutliciently recovered he

returned to college at the urgent solicitation of the faenlty. who offered him
Itoard and tuition on credit. In 1842 he was graduate(l from ^h-Kendree
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College as valedictorian, by appointment of the faculty, receiving the degree

of B. A. He soon afterwards engaged in teaching at Waterloo, Illinois, and

out of the savings of two years paid his indebtedness to his college. In April,

1845, he removed to Fayette, Missouri, where he joined his brother-in-law,

William T. Lucky, in the establishment of a high school. The opening of

that institution, however, was inauspicious, for out of six pupils at the begin-

ning, one was taken ill and four ran away, leaving only two pupils at the

close of the first week. But success of the undertaking was subsequently

attained and out of Howard High School, as it was known, grew Central

College for males and Howard Female College. Later, upon urgent solicita-

tion, Dr. Scarritt acted as provisional president of Central College for one

year, during which he established the institution upon a firm basis. From
1848 until 1851 he taught the Indian Manual Labor School in the Shawnee

country, Indian Territory ; during the ensuing year served as principal of the

high school at Westport, having been the leading spirit in the building of

that institution ; and from 1864 to 1885 taught school in Kansas City, Mis-

souri.

From boyhood Dr. Scarritt had been impressed with the conviction that

he was destined for the ministry, and, upon reaching a suitable age, was

called to the duties of a class leader, his deep sincerity and fervency in prayer

and exhortation winning the admiration of ministers whom he met. In

1846 he was licensed to preach and later in that year was received on trial

into the Missouri conference, and appointed to the Howard High School

where he was then teaching, meanwhile also ministering to neighborhoods in

the vicinity. Upon the division of the Methodist church he affiliated wnth

the Methodist Episcopal church, south. .While teaching among the Indians

(1848-51) he frequently assisted the missionaries, and, being appointed mis-

sionary to the Shawnees, Delawares and Wyandottes in 1851, he preached to

each of these tribes through interpreters, his labors proving eminently useful.

Meanwhile he also performed ministerial duty at Lexington, filling a vacancy.

In the latter part of 1852 he was appointed to Westport and Kansas City, and

the following year located in the latter place, becoming pastor of the Fifth

Street church. In January, 1855, he was appointed presiding elder of the

Kickapoo district of the Kansas Mission conference, which body he repre-

sented in the general conference of 1858; in 1858-9 served in the Shawnee

Eeserve, and during the ensuing two years was presiding elder of the Lecomp-
ton district.

In 1861 Dr. Scarritt's ministerial labors were suspended on account of

the unsettled conditions incident to the Civil war. After peace was restored,

however, he engaged in itinerant sei-vice for one year and was superannuated
on account of physical disability but declined the aid due him from the

Conference fund. In 1876 he was located in Kansas City, where his labors

were conspicuously useful in the pastorate, in turn, of the old Fifth Street,

the Walnut Street, the Lydia Avenue, the Campbell Street and the Melrose

churches. He was a delegate in several sessions of the general conference,

during two of which he served on the committee of revisals, and was as-

signed to a similar position at the session of 1890.
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Dr. Scarritt/s residence' in Kansas City led to his accumulation of a

large fortune and afforded liim opportunity to aid materially in the devel-

opment of that city and to formulate and execute various philanthropic de-

signs. In 1862 he bought forty acres of land near the city and subsequent

purchases increased his holdings to two hundred and twenty acres situated on

Scarritt's Point, his first home there being a log cabin of his own building. Hfe

was early associated with Governor Ross of Delaware in the ownership of a tract

of land in the heart of Kansas City, a block of which was intended to be con-

veyed in fee to the city upon condition that a courthouse or school be built

thereon, but the city failed to make use of the opportunity. He was also a

pioneer builder on ]\Iain and Walnut Streets, where he erected many of the

most substantial and useful structures. Among his benefactions were five

thousand dollars to the Scarritt Collegiate Institute at Neosho; five thousand

dollars to the Central Female College at Lexington ;
and thirty thousand dol-

lare to ]\Ielrose church, Kansas City, which latter edifice was erected on a lot

where for two years he previously maintained a tent for religious meetings.

His benefactions were not restricted to the objects favored by his own de-

nomination, for scarcely a church in Kansas City was unaided by him. His

desire to establish a Bible and Training School was on the eve of accomplish-

ment, when his death occurred, but his children faithfully carried out his

wishes regarding the project, by a gift of the site and twenty-five thoasand

dollars.

In llicology Dt. Scarritt proclaimed himself an Arminian of the Wes-

leyan Methodist type. In politics he was originally a whig and afterwards

a conservative democrat. He was opj)Osed to slavery, and while he sympa-
thized with the southern people regarded secession as a grave error. "\ATiile

in Kansas City he took no part in the border troubles, never attending a

l»olitical meeting or casting a partisan vote. He was a member of a company
of Kansas City Home Guards during the Rebellion and stood guard over

property Imt engaged in no forays or other movements.

His services as a clergyman and educator were of great value. As a teacher

he won upon his pupils as much through his kindly personal interest and

sympathy as through his power of imparting knowledge. By deep study and
close observation lie -(orcd his mind with ample matci'ial for every emergency,
and his sermons were models of instruction and logical exposition. Sincere

earnestness aided his effort with an unaffected vigor of oratory which com-

pelled attention, and enabled him to impress the individual hearer with the

conviction lliat he Avas listening to a personal message and appeal. His be-

nevolence- wci'c free and liberal and directed in a sympathetic and orderly

way. in.-ui'ing pcrpetuaiion of the gift and increasing advantages from it in

after years.

He received llie degree of M.A. from the University of Missouri in

1<S.)7 and thai of D.D. from his alma inatcr in 1870.

He married at Kansas City, Missouri, April 29, 1850, Martha M.. daugh-
ter of William Chick, one of the founders of Kansas City. Mrs. Scarritt died

July 29, 1878, leaving nine children, of whom six are living; Annie E., wife

of Bishop E. R. Hendrix (q. v.) of Kansas City; Edward L. Nathan, Jr., and
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William C, all rasideiits of Kansas City, Missouri; Charles W., of Kansas

City. Missouri, a clergyman of the Methodist Episcopal church, south; and

Martha M., the wife of Elliott H. Jones, of Kansas City.

Dr. Scarritt married a second time, October 6, 1875, Mrs. Ruth E. Scar-

ritt, daughter of Rev. CyriLs Barker, a missionary in India, where she was born.

He died in Kansas City, Missouri, May 22, 1890.

PEYTON C. SMITH.

Peyton C. Smith, of Kansas City, was born in Clermont county, Ohio,

March 11, 1832. The days of his boyhood and youth passed without event

of special importance. His father was John P. Smith, a descendant of John

Pie Smith, and was born in New Jersey, whence he removed to Ohio when

about twenty-five years of age. There he followed farming for many years,

being closely and actively associated with agricultural interests in Clermont

county until a few years prior to his death. He came to Jackson county to

visit his son Peyton C. and here passed aw^ay in 1875 at the age of eighty-

four years. His wife bore the maiden name of Naomi Higbee and they be-

came the parents of nine children, of whom Peyton C. and two sisters are

now" living.

Peyton C. Smith was about twenty-eight years of age when he offered

his services to the government as one of the defenders of the Union cause in

the Civil war. He enli-^ted as a member of Company G, One Hundred and

Nineteenth Illinois Regiment, and was elected captain. His meritorious serv-

ice on the field of battle later won him promotion and he served as major
when discharged. At Rutherford, Tennessee, he was taken prisoner but was

afterward paroled and later served for nine months as court marshal at St.

Louis under General Schofield in 1863. He w^as present at the time Price made

his raid in Missouri and assisted in burying the dead there. Serving until

the close of the war, his military record w^as characterized by all that dis-

tinguishes the brave and loyal soldier who never falters in the performance
of any duty that devolves upon him as he labors to protect his country's in-

terests. He was mustered out at Springfield, Illinois, having enlisted from

Adams county, Illinois, where he had previously spent eleven years.

Mr. Smith became a resident of Jackson county, Missouri, in 1866, in

which year he purchased one hundred and forty acres of land in Washington

township, while his wife owned an adjoining tract of forty acres. His farm

had been brought under the plow but there were no improvements upon it

and with characteristic energy he began to make it a model farm property,

erecting there a fine residence from lumber which he hauled from the west

bottoms. His fields were brought under a high state of cultivation and he

carried on agricultural pursuits in accord with the most progressive, modern

methods, adding to his place all the equipments and accessories found upon
a model farm of the present day. He there kept high grades of stock and

made a specialty of raising fine hogs. Previous to his removal to Jackson
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county he had engaged in merchandising but the adaptabiUty and spirit of

business enterprise which he has ahvays displayed enabled him tcr readily adapt

himself to the interests and labors of the farm and to acquire thereby a hand-

some competence. During the years of his residence in western Missouri he

has seen Kansas City develop from a small village to a beautiful city, thor-

oughly American in its interests and plans of upbuilding. At one time in

his early days here he hauled a load of potatoes to the city and something of

the size of the town may be indicated by the fact that there were too many
for the population at one time and the market was glutted, so that he had

hard work to dispose of the load. He continued to reside upon his farm until

about nine years ago, when he took up his abode in Kansas City, where he

has since made his home, while his sons give supervision to the farm of two

hundred and twenty-five acres, which the father still owns.

In 1858 occurred the marriage of Peyton C. Smith and Miss Naomi J.

Killam, of Adams county, Illinois. They became the parents of six chil-

dren: Ernest E., at home; Mrs. Almina Campbell, of Hickman Mills, Mis-

souri; Elbert E., at home; Mrs. Frances Bryant who is living with her par-

ents; Harold A., of Kansas City; and Clifford B., who was graduated from

Columbia University in the class of 1908.

Always a stalwart republican from the organization of the party and

ever inflexible in support of its principles, Mr. Smith in the early days of

Ills residence here Avas one of only three republicans in his district. The
cause of education has ever found in him a stalwart champion and an effective

friend who has labored untiringly for the interests of public instruction here,

believing in maintaining a high standard in connection with the public
schools. The trend of his life has ever been forward and though he has

passed the age when many cease to care particularly about the things that

are going on around them, in spirit and interests he seems yet in his prime
and gives out of the rich stores of his wisdom and experience for the benefit

of those with whom he comes in contact. Such a life is an inspiration to both

the young and the aged.

DAVID THOMAS BEALS.

Carlyle has said that "biography i.s the most interesting as well <i.s the

most profitable of all reading." Its purpose ivS not to give exprassion to man's

modest estimate of himself nor to any fulsome j^raise of partial friends but
to arrive at his true position in the comnumity through the consensus of

public opinion. An analyzation of the life record of David Thomas Beals

brings forth various reasons why the president of the Union National Bank
of Kansas City is accounted one of its most prominent and honored resi-

dents. He belongs to that cla.ss of American men whose paths are not strewn

with the wreck of other men's fortunes ])ut who through keen sagacity have

recognized opportunities and by their improvement and the close and unre-
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mitting attention so necessary in business life haA^e attained success through
methods that neither seek nor require disguise.

Mr. Beals was born in North Abington, Massachusetts, March 8, 1832.

His father, Thomas Beals, also a native of the Bay state, was a manu-
facturer of boots and shoes until his retirement from active business life a

few years prior to his demise, which occurred in 1861. The mother, Mrs.

Ruth Faxon Beals, also a native of Massachusetts, died in May, 1875, at

the age of seventy-five years. David T. Beals was the youngest of their fam-

ily of three children, two sons and a daughter, the others being Ephraim
and Tryphosa. The sister became the wife of Ellridge Gurney, who was

at one time a partner of Mr. Beals. The home atmosphere was one of strict

observance of the. Sabbath and of close adherence to rigid church rules and

yet the lessons of integrity and industry there learned left an indelible im-

press upon the life of David T. BeaLs. He acquired his education in the

public schools of North Abington and in the New Hampshire Academy,
where he remained as a student for one year. He made his entrance into

business life in his fifteenth year, being employed by a Boston dry goods

merchant at a salary of fifty dollars a year, but his efficient and faithful

service won recognition in an increase of salary to three hundred and fifty

dollars for the year. At the end of the eighteen months, however, he began

learning the shoe trade at Abington, serving a two years' apprenticeship in

the shoe manufacturing business. The offer of assistance from a capitalist

enabled Mr. Beals to engage in business on his own account and he success-

full}^ conducted the enterprise until the widespread financial panic of 1857.

Disaster then threatened but his ready employment of certain opportunities

enabled him to tide over the situation and when he had settled up his aft'airs

he found that he had a capital of sixteen hundred dollars remaining.

Believing that the west offered better opportunities, in the fall of 1859

Mr. Beals went to St. .Joseph, Missouri, where irjf connection with his brother-

in-law, Ellridge Gurney, he established a boot and shoe business. From
that point, however, Mr. Beals constantly branched out. broadening the

scope of his interests from time to time until he became a prominent factor

in the commercial life of the west. In April, 1860. he established a shoe

store at Central City, Colorado, and in 1832 opened another at Bannock,
Montana. In 1863, however, he removed from Bannock to Virginia City,

Montana, and in the summer of that year also opened a shoe store at Idaho,

City, Idaho. In the succeeding fall he began operations at Salt Lake City,

as a dealer in shoes and leather and conducted all of these establishments

until the fall of 1873, when he disposed of his m.ercantile interests. He had

met the hard conditions occasioned bv the wild and unimproved condition

of the west, the lack of railroad facilities and occasional trouble with the In-

dians, but his perseverance enabled him to overcome obstacles and hi? mer-

cantile interests and judicious investment in other lines brought him grati-

fying profit. He sold the Colorado store to John S. McCowl, the Virginia

City store to Daniel We.ston and the Salt Lake store to William Sloan and

John AV. Kerr. At the time of his first arrival in St. Joseph there were no

railroads west of that point and for many years afterward all shipping to
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the west was done by inule and ox trains, Avhich took from thirty-five to

seventy-five days from St. Josei^li to his different stores. His travels through
the west had brought liini a Ivnowledge of tlie cattle industry and, return-

ing to Colorado in 1873, he engaged in business in that line on the Arkansas

river and Sand creek. In 1877 he established a ranch on the Canadian

river in the Pan Handle of Texas and his operations in cattle, as in mer-

cantile lines, were guided by a sound judgment and supplemented by an

unfaltering industry that constituted the basis of his prosperity. As he de-

veloped his cattle interests he established headquarters at Chicago and in

1877 he organized the Beals Cattle Company, under which name he carried

on operations in Texas. About the time of the removal to Texas he was as-

vsociated in business with Mr. Clement and Mr. Rosencrans. Cattle ship-

ments were made from Dodge City, while his residence and business head-

quarter were maintained in Chicago. In 1884, however, Mr. Beals sold

out his cattle interest and moved to Kansas City and purchased his present
residence site at No. 250!5 Independence avenue—a tract of five acres on

which he soon afterward erected his present home. His immediate associa-

tion with the liusiness life of the city began in 1886, and he organized the

Union National Bank in the spring of 1887, of which he has continuously
served as the president. It was capitalized for six hundred thousand dollars

and today there is a surplus of six hundred thousand dollars and undivided

earnings of two lumdred thousand dollars. Despite the stringent times

tb rough which the country has passed since its organization the Union Na-

lioiial has never failed to make a semi-annual dividend. It has always paid
(111 its investment from -ix to twelve per cent and is regarded throughout
\]\v west as one of the most substantial and reliable moneyed institutions

ill tbis section of the countrv.

Mr. Beals is widely recognized as a man of ready resource and of keen

insigbt into a business situation and its ])o-sibilities. justly rating its diffi-

cuUies and its opportunities, and thus with no false standard lie lias utilized

the means at hand in the acquirement of success which is as honorable as

it is gratifying. Aside from the bank he is interested in various other finan-

cial aiul commercial (enterprises of Kansas City and also to a large extent

in Kansas City real estate. His realty holdings include many valuable busi-

ness and residence properties, including the Beals building, the L X build-

ing at the corner of Eighth and Grand, the T. A. building at Twelfth and

McOee and the business block at Twelfth and Troost. Tlie fir4 and last of

these business buildings were erected by Mr. Beals. who has also erected

many residences, some of which he still owns. He has recently built fine res-

idences for his two daughters, Mrs. Brown and Mi's. Conover.

Mr. Beals has been married twice. In Abingfon, Massachxisetts, April

20, 1851, he wedded Miss Ruth Cobb, of Maine, and to them were born

two children: David T., who died at the age of two years; and Tryphosa,
the wife of Adolphus H. Brown, now of Kansas City. The mother died in

1881 and on the 14th of October, 1884, Mr. Beals was married by the Rev.

Mr. Bowers to Arista Thurston, of Mount Vernon, Ohio, the wedding being
celebraied at Clinton. "Massachusetts. There are two children of this second
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marriage: Dora, now the wife of John A. Conover, of the Richards & Con-

o\ex Hardware ConijDauy of Kansaw City; and David T., who is now a senior

in the Central high scliool at the age of eighteen years and expects to enter

Cornell University in the fall of 1908. On Thanksgiving evening of 1891,
when he was but two years old, he was kidnaped. This event created the

greatest excitement that Kansas City has ever experienced and the outcome
was awaited with interest throughout the entire country. The father, how-

ever, secured the return of the boy on the payment of five thousand dollars

and no questions asked. Mrs. Arista Beals passed away January 12, 1908.

Mr. Beals was for many years a member of the Unitarian church and
active in its work. His father built the first Congregational church in North

Abington in 1832. Mr. Beals has ^Iso held membership in many of the

leading clubs of this and other cities and is still identified with a number of

these. Although he has passed the seventy-sixth milestone on life's journey
he is a remarkaljly well preserved man mentally and physically and is con-

sidered one of the most able business men in the banking circles of the city.

In manner he is genial and unreserved, courteous and friendly and with a

most kindly nature. Aside from his busine^ss interests his time is largely

given to his family. He is devoted to the welfare of his children and holds

homes ties mo.st sacred and friendship inviolable. His career should serve

as a les.-^on to the young, for starting in life under adverse circumstances, his

record illustrates most forcibly the power of patient and persistent effort and

self-reliance. He has conducted all affairs so as to merit the esteem of all

classes of citizens and no word of reproach is ever uttered against him.

ROBERT C. PEARSON.

Robert C. Pearson, deceased, was well known throughout Missouri as a

court reporter, in which position he gained distinction by hLs skill, ability

and thoroughness. He was born in Harrisonville, Missouri, in 1873, and

w^as a representative of an old family of this state. His father was William

D. Pearson, also a native of Missouri, who for many years conducted a suc-

cessful business in loans and later in farming lands.

Robert C. Pearson was reared under the parental roof in the city of his

nativity, and, passing through consecutive grades in the public schools, early

became a high school graduate. In preparation for a professional career he

took up the study of law in the office and under the direction of R. T. Railey,

assistant attorney of the Missouri, Pacific Railroad Company. Later he-

served four years as reporter under Judge Jarrett and also served under Judge
Slover. He became known throughout jNIissouri in law business and his pro-

ficiency gained him a place with the leading representatives of court report-

ing in this part of the country. In 1904 he came to Kansas City, believing

it a good place to locate, becoming a member of the firm of Brown, Knight,
Adams & Pearson, court reporters. Purchasing property here he continued

to reside in the citv until called to his final rest in November, 1906.
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Mr. Pearson was married in May, 1898, to Miss Anita Drane, and unto

them have been born three children, Dorothy, iSIildred and Laura Louise.

Mrs. Pearson is a daughter of John R. Drane, a native of Kentucky, who

came to Missouri in early life and was married to Miss Mary Cook, also of

Harrisonville, Kentucky.
Mr. Pearson belonged to the Modern Woodmen Camp, the A. O. U. W.,

and also affiliated with the Knights of Pythias. His political allegiance was

given to the democracy, Ijut the demands of his profession left him no time

for activity in political circles. His work was at all times characterized by

system, thoroughness and accuracy, and he gained reputation as one of the

best court reporters in jNIissouri. He was, moreover, known as a social, genial

gentleman, whose good qualities won him warm personal friendship and high

regard. He was a young man of but thirty-three years at the time of his

death and his demise was greatly regretted by all who knew him.

WILLIAM H. ROSS.

William H. Ross, who died in 1893, was ^^ell known in real-estate circles

in Kansas City. A native of Pennsylvania, he was born in 1838 and in

1850 came to the middle west with his parents, who settled at Bloomington,
Illinois. His father was Mark Ross, while his mother, prior to her marriage,

bore the name of Hester Schmider. In the family of this worthy couple were

ten children.

AVilliam II. Ross was a youth of twelve years at the time of the removal

of the family from the Keystone state to Illinois. There he resided until after

the outbreak of the Civil war, Avhen, espousing the cause of the. Union, he

enlisted for one hundred days' service as a member of the One Hundred and

Forty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. Following the close of hostilities he

continued his residence in Illinois until 1875, when he removed to Missouri,

settling at Sedalia. There he engaged in the re.al-estate and loan business

and in both brancbes secured a good clientage, negotiating many important

property transfers and placing many loans. Becoming deeply interested in

the state and its welfare, he studied the question of Kansas City's opportuni-

ties, and in 1887. witli firm faith in its future, came here to live. Here he

again opi-rated in I'cal e.-tati' for >ix years, or until his death.

In 1864, at I>loomington, IlHnois, Mr. Ross was united in marriage to

Miss May Toms, wbo was born in Princeton, New" Jersey, and in 1854 went

with her parents to Illinois, the family home being established in McLean

county. I'nto this marriage were l)orn five children: George C, now of

Kansas City; Charles T., who is agent for the Vnilcd States Express Com-

pany: Kdmund M. and (filbert V., both of this city; and Nellie C, the wife

of William K. Ludlow, of Indiana])olis, Indiana.

Mr. Ross was always a very active and successful ])usine,ss man, and his

sons are following in liis footsteps and are meeting with ])rospprity in their

undertaking.-. Mr. Ro.ss gave his ]»olitical .-^np])oi1 to liie repul)lican ]iarty
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and always kept well informed on the questions and issues of the day. He was
much interested in temperance work and did all in his power to further that

cause. His life was actuated by noble principles and high ideals and was

always in harmony with his profession as a member of the Christian church,
in which he took a most helpful part. Loyal to his church, progressive in

citizenship, faithful in friendship and devoted to his family, there were in

his life record those splendid traits of character which endear a man to his

fellowmen and cause his memory to be sacredly cherished when he has passed

away.

FRANCIS M. HAYWARD.

Francis M. Hayward was born at Walpole, New Hampshire, February
28, 1S56, his parents being .John W. and Esther C. (Morse) Hayward, natives

of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, respectively. His father prepared for

Harvard at the Boston Latin School, but owing to a severe illness was obliged
to abandon his college course and become a New Hampshire farmer. He
held many town offices and in the sixties was a member of the New Hamp-
shire legislature, and now, at the ripe age of eighty, is town clerk of Walpole.
The grandfather, .John W. Hayward, and great-grandfather, Lemuel Hay-
ward, were both graduates of Harvard College, the former a lawyer, the

latter a surgeon in the Revolution, and attaining eminence in his profession
as a physician in Boston.

Francis M. Hayward graduated at Dartmouth in the class of 1880, and
afterward studied law for two years at the Harvard Law School. In the fall

of 1882 he came west, settling at Topeka, where he was admitted to the bar

the same year. He formed a partnership with F. H. Foster, of Topeka, under

the name of Foster & Hayward, and continued in such firm till the spring
of 1887, when he came to Kansas City to become the attorney of a mortgage

company. In 1888 he formed a law partnership with Frederick W. Griffin,

under the name of Hayward & Griffin, and was associated with Mr. Griffin

till 1893. In 1898 he formed another partnership with John Muckle, under

the name of Muckle & Hayward; later the firm became Muckle, Hayward
& McLane. Afterward Mr. Muckle withdrew from the firm, leaving it as it

now is, Hayward & McLane. In 1905 Mr. Hayward became associate city

counselor, which position he still occupies. Mr. Hayward has represented

many large interests, serving his clients with diligence and fidelity.

In 1903 he wrote a little book on ''Local Assessments in Missouri"—a

work of value to attorneys. His standing at the bar is a merited tribute to

his ability. In no profession is there a career more open to talent or one in

which success depends so largely upon individual effort or capability. In the

discussion of intricate questions before the court he displays a knowledge
that could only be based upon thorough preparation. He is quick to perceive

and guard the dangerous phases of his cases, and never fails to assault his

adversary at the point where his armor is weakest.
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On the loth of June, 1884, Mr. Ilayward was married to ^liss Kate S.

Davis, of Gale.sburg, Illinois, and they are now the parent^; of two sons and
a daughter: Charles D., Margaret and George M. The eldest, although but

twenty-tAVO years of age, holds the position of receiving teller in the First

National Bank of Kansas City. The family attend St. George's (Episcopal)

church, in which Mr. Ilayward is vestryman and warden, while he has just

comj^lcted his second term as president of the church club of the diocese of

Kansas City.

Mr. Ilayward has never before sought an elective office, but is now the

republican candidate for judge of the Circuit Court of Jackson County,

Missouri, Division Six.

DAVID 0. SMART.

David 0. Smart, w^hose recent death deprived Kansas City of one of its

most prominent and successful residents, was for many years engaged in

the banking, real-estate and stock brokerage business. His labors contrib-

uted to the city's commercial prosperity and to its material development.
He laid out the D. 0. Smart addition to Kansas City and from pioneer times

until hi* death was an active factor in much that contributed to the city's

upbuilding. He was born near Independence, Missouri, February 15, 1843,
a son of James and Elizabeth Smart, both of whom were natives of Ken-

tucky, whence they removed to Independence during the early period of

the existence of that place, which is now a suburb of Kansas City. The dis-

trict bore little resemblance to the now populous region. The father pur-
chased a large farm there and carried on general agricultural pursuits

throughout the remainder of his life. Both he and his wife spent their re-

maining days there and were prominent not only in promoting the farming
interests of the community but also in advancing the moral development
through their earnest and active cooperation in the work of the Christian

church, Mr. Smart assisting in organizing the first society of that denomi-
nation in Jackson county.

David 0. Smart, entering school at the usual age, remained a student
in Independence until 1860, when his parents sent him to Bethany College,
a school at Bethany, West Virginia, inniiilnincd by (he Christian church and
established by Alexander Campbell. It was one of the well known secular

schools of the early days and many young men in Jackson county attended

it. Mr. Smart was pursuing his studies there at the time of the outbreak of

the Civil war in 1801. Putting aside hi< text-books soon after the surrender
of Fort Sumter in April of that year, he went to Bath county, Kentucky,
where he spent seven months, and then returned to Missouri in December,
1801. On the 12th of August. 1862, he enlisted in the Confederate army
and participated in the battles of Lone Jack, Newtonia, Cain Hill, Prairie

Grove, Springfield and Hartville. He eventually became sergeant major in
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Shelby's fighting brigade and continued with the Confederate forces until

muiStered out of the, service at the close of the war.

Following the cessation of hostilities Mr. Smart returned home and ac-

cepted a position as bookkeej^er in a bank in Independence. A little later

he came, to Kansas City, where he embarked in the banking business with

€harles Gudgell under the firm name of David 0. Smart & Company, the

business being carried on for about six years in the Junction building. Then
David 0. Smart & Company consolidated with the Maslin Bank, with which he

was connected until 1878. Later Mr. Smart became heavily interested in the

cattle business in jpartnership with AVilliam A. and John R. Towers, under the

firm name of Towers & Gudgell, having an office in the Commercial block.

Mr. Smart attended to the work of the office while Mr. Towers had charge
of the buying of the stock throughout the country. At this time they owned
one of the largest cattle ranches in wTstern Oklahoma, known as the 0. X.

Ranch. At the same time Mr. Smart held large interests in real estate, hav-

ing invested in property all over Kansas City. He owned considerable busi-

ness property including the buildings now occupied by the Corn Belt Bank,
the Parisian Cloak Company, the Household Fair, and several others. He
also laid out the D. 0. Smart addition in the northeastern part of the city

and there as a speculative builder he erected and sold many of the fine res-

idences that now adorn that section. In business affairs he was notably

prompt, energetic and reliable, placing his investments judiciously, while

seldom, if ever, was his judgment at error in determining the value of any
business proposition or opportunity. He continued in the real-estate busi-

ness throughout his remaining days and left to his family valuable property

Iioldings. He built and owned a number of flat or apartment buildings in

various districts and his improvement of property led to rise in values in

"various sections where he operated.

On the 11th of October, 1866, Mr. Smart was married to Miss Alice M.

TV'alrond, a native of Kansas City and a daughter of Madison and Caroline

Walrond, both of whom were natives of Kentucky and became pioneer res-

idents here. Mr. Walrond engaged in building contracting during the

greater part of his life and was also a large property owner, at one time hav-

ing the eighty-acre tract, which is now Smart's addition to Kansas City. Mr.

Walrond resided here until his death and his widow afterward became the

wife of G. W. McLeod, who was engaged in the transfer and bus business

in Kansas City and died here. Mrs. McLeod afterward became the wife of

Edward P. Graves, with whom she is now residing at No. 3000 East Sixth

street at the age of seventy-eight years. Mr. Grave* is not engaged in any
active business at present. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smart Avere born a daughter

and two sons: Emma, the wife of James S. Donaldson, who is a member of

the real-estate and fire insurance firm of Donaldson & Smart with offices in

the R. A. Long building; Thomas A., who married Jimmie Laudeman and

resides on a farm near Lee's Summit, Missouri; and David 0., who wedded

Ann Lewis and is the junior partner of the firm of Donaldson & Smart. Mr.

and Mrs. Donaldson reside with Mrs. D. 0. Smart. Sr. The family of D. 0.

Smart. Jr., reside at 357 Gladstone boulevard.
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While David 0. Smart achieved a measure of success that would entitle

him to distinction, it wns other traits of his character that won for him the

unqualified love, confidence and trust of those with whom he was associated.

He was one of the most prominent church Avorkers of the city, both he and
his wife holding membership in the Independence Boulevard Christian

church. The la.st years of his life were devoted to church and public work,
in which coiuiection his influence was far-reaching and beneficial. He was

one of the founders of the Prospect Avenue Christian church—the home of

the present church before the stone edifice on the boulevard was erected.

He was president of the National Board of Church Extension of the Chris-

tian church from its organization in 1S88 and just prior to his death was

again elected for the nineteenth year. During his incumbency and, as the

result of his ;il)le management and financial ability, the funds of tiie board

were increased from ten thousand to about six hundred thousand dollars.

Because of his having charge of this work the headquarters of the national

extension connnittee were alwavs maintained in Kansas Citv. For over

forty years Mr. Smart vras either elder or deacon of his church, was a teacher

in the Sunday school at the time of his death and each Sunday for many
years taught a class in school. He -was thus engaged when the angel of

death called him. November 9, 1898. It was about nine o'clock in the

evening and the young people's revival service w^as about to close in the Inde-

pendence Boulevard Christian church. About fiftee.n hundred persons were

present and on the occasion Mr. Smart taught a class of fifteen young ladies.

Following the singing of two hymns, the Rev. Mr. Small delivered a sermon

upon the subject, "What shall I do to be saved," and before pronouncing
the benediction he called upon Mr. Smart for a few remarks, whereupon the

latter requested the audience to stand and read with him the beautiful hymn,
"All my class for Jesus." Before they had finished those aroimd Mr. Smart
noticed that he had become very pale and the minister asked if there was a

physician in the audience. Four responded and after laying him down on
a seat they arranged to carry him across the street to his residence, but he

died before reaching the house. At the time of his demise Mrs. Smart w^as

visiting her son at Lee's Summit. For several years Mr. Smart had been

in ill health bnl his interest in the affairs of life never diminished, espec-

ially in relation to those things which pertained to the moral development
of the race.

In politics Mr. Smart was a democrat but voted for the man whom he

believed In'st (lualified for office rather than for party. He was elected upon
the democratic ticket a member of the state legislature. This was the only

political office that he ever held excepting that he was judge of elections at

different times. He owned and had in his po.ssession the first park certificate

that was issued in Kansas City, and in accordance witli his request Mrs.

Smart has recently had it mounted and framed and placed in the public

library.

No man in Kansas City had more friends than David 0. Smart, Hifl

entire life was passed within it* borders or adjacent thereto in the town of

Independence and hi,= history was always an open hook which all might read.
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While he possessed excellent business ability that enabled him to acquire

wealth there was not one single esoteric phase in his career. On the contrary,

his business methods were such as would ever bear the closest scrutiny and

investigation. In all the relations of his life he was actuated by high and

lofty principles which had their foundation in his Christian belief.

Religion was to him a matter of every day living and not of Sunday worship.

As few men have done, he realized individual obligation and recognized the

truth of universal brotherhood. He held friendship inviolable, his family

ties as a sacred trust and citizenship as a duty. Quickly touched by a tale of

sorrow or distress his sympathy responded without hesitation for the relief

of those in need of assistance. He never gave from any sense of duty but

because of his genuine interest in his fellowmen and his desire to aid those

less fortunate than himself. He was, moreover, a strong man, strong in his

honor and his good name, strong in his fidelity to social and home ties and

in his supi)ort of everything that he believed to be right. Of him it may
well be said,

"His life was gentle and the elements

so mixed in him that nature might stand up
and say to all the world, 'this was a man'."

CARL ANDREW .JACKSON, M. D.

Dr. Carl AndrcAv .Jackson, jihy-ician and surgeon, practicing in Kan-

sas City, was here born on the ISth of March, 1877, a son of Algot R. and

Hannah (Pearson) Jackson, both of whom came from Sweden in the early

'60s and settled in Kansas City, where they were married. Here the father

still resides and is proprietor of the Kansas City Show Case AVorks, but the

mother died September 18, 1904. In their family were four children : Henry

W., secretary of the Kansas City Show Ca.>^e Works; Algot M., vice president

of the company; and Amie Virginia, at home.

The other member of the family is Carl A. Jackson, of this review,

who pursued a public-school education in Kansas City and after completing

the school course entered the Kansas City College of Pharmacy in 1893 and

was graduated therefrom in 1895 with the Ph. G. degree. He next entered

the University Medical College of Kansas City and won his M. D. degree

by graduation in 1897. For a year he engaged in the drug business on his

own account here, after which he enlisted in the Forty-fourth Volunteer

Infantry and spent two years in medical service in the United States Army
in the Philippines.

Returning to his native land in 1901, Dr. .Jackson began general prac-

tice in Kansas City and has been very successful here. In 1905 he was ap-

pointed city health officer and reappointed in 1907, so that he is now serving

for the second term. He has constantly promoted his ability through reading.
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research and experience and also promotes his knowledge through the inter-

change of thought and experience as a member of the American Medical

Association, the Missouri INIedical Society and the Jackson County INIedical

Society.

On the 5th of October, 1904, Dr. Jackson was married to Kathryn Rob-

erts, of jMontreal, Canada, and they have one daughter, Virginia, two years

of age. Dr. Jackson is a thirty-second degree Mason and is a member of and

medical examiner for the Maccabees, the Yeomen, the Knights of Pythias,

the Foresters, the Good Templars, the Protected Home Circle, Svithiod and

the N. N. E. Swedish orders, also medical examiner for the Prudential Life

Insurance Company. His membership relations also connect him with the

Spanish-American War V^eterans, the National Society of the Army of the

Philippines, the Monitor Club and the Missouri Republican Club. The last

named indicates his political preference, his stalwart support having been

given to the republican party since age conferred upon him the right of fran-

chise. His uniform courtesy and geniality combine with his broad knowl-

edge and capability to render him a successful and popular physician.

JUDGE WILLIAM THOMSON.

Hon. William Thomson first saw the light on the 24th day of February,

1845, at Linlithgow, Scotland, around which the romantic memory of ^lary,

the beautiful but unfortunate queen, still lingers. His parents were both

Scotch, his father, Thomas Thomson, and his mother, Marion Somerville,

having descended from old and respected families of that people. When the

subject of this sketch was but five years old, he removed with his parents

from Glasgow to Chicago, Illinois, where his father for years was engaged
in tb;^ husiup-ss of manufacturing, and until his death in 1863. William

obtained his early education at the Dearborn school in Chicago until the age

of fourteen, when he graduated from that institution to the Chicago high

school, which was the first of its kind in that city, afterwards attending the

preparatory department of the old Chicago University in 1832, entering that

college as a freshman the following year, and graduating with his degree

of Bachelor of Arts in June, 1867, with the honor of salutatorian of his class.

During his college days, the nation, struggling for its life, required the as-

sistance of both old and 3^oung, and he responded to the call to arms, and

his studies w^re thus temporarily interrupted by his enlistment with others

from the University in the One hundred and Thirty-fourth Regiment of

Illinois Volunteers, in May, 1864, but Avere resumed on his discharge from

the army in November of that year. On his graduation from college, he

\v;i- calLed to the ))()-iti(iii
of ]»i-iii('ipal of tlic schools of Toulon, Illinois, and

the following year he occupied a similar position in Astoria, in the same

state. He always had an overweening desire to become a lawyer, and during
the years of his school teaching, Blackstone and Kent were his companions,
with whoso toxt-books he hoonmo fnnn'liar. T"^pnn his return to Chicago in
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May, 1S69, he entered the hu\ office of Judge S. M. Moore and Barney
Caufield. who afterwards represented his district in congress. He also became
a student in the law school of the Chicago Univereity. He was admitted to

the bar in October, 1869, and began practicing his profession at Chicago with

Robert W. Moore but soon the advice of Horace Greeley and the attractions

of the growing west influenced him to leave Chicago in April, 1870, and go
to Burlingame, Kansas. Before the autumn of that year he was appointed by
Governor Harvey to be the probate judge of Osage county. After serving to the

end of his term he was elected to the office of county attorney, which he filled

with vigor and energy. His law practice had so increased while fiilling that posi-

tion that he declined to be a candidate for reelection but his friends presented
his name to the republican convention for nomination as a candidate to the

office of state senator, but he was defeated by one vote. In 1878 he was elected

secretary of the republican state committee of Kansas, and served in that

caj^acity for two years. He Avas secretary of the state delegation to the repub-
lican national convention of 1880, which became memorable as the battle-

ground l)i'tween the old guard, the 306 of Grant, and the enthusiastic forces

of Blaine, and resulted in the nomination and subsequent election of the

revered l)ut unfortunate Garfield. During the same year he was given a

handsome vote at the Kansas republican state convention for the nomination

for attorney general of that state. During the presidential campaigns of

1884 and 1888, he was an active republican and campaigned the state for the

nominees of his party. In 1889 the legislature created the thirty-fifth judicial

district, composed of Osage, Waljaunsee and Pottawatomie counties, and Gov-

ernor Humphrey appointed "William Thomson to be its .first judge, and in

the fall of that year he was unanimously elected to the office, even the demo-

crats in their convention endorsing the nomination he had received from the

republican party. At the next judicial election in 1893, so great was his

popularity that although the populist majority in the district was overwhelm-

ing, and every other republican candidate went down in defeat. Judge
Thomson was reelected by a large majority. In 1897 he again received the

nomination and was reelected without serious opposition and served to the

end of his term in 1902, when he retired from the bench to renew the prac-

tice of his profession. He was admitted to practice in the United States su-

preme court in January, 1898. Judge Thomson stood in the front rank of

the judges of his state, and his opinions were so well considered that they

rarely met reversal. He is active in mind and was industrious and pains-

taking in the preparation of his decrees. He is a student by habit, a scholar

in address, and possesses great broadness in his processes of reasoning.

He was president of the Kansas State Bai Association, which embraces

the best of the legal light- of the stat?. during the years 1897 and 1898, and

chose civil service as the topic of his annual address. This address entitled

"Not to the ^'ictor'' was largely quoted by the press throughout the nation,

and the Chicago Times-Herald editoriallv declared that it was bv far the

strongest and ablest presentation of the cause of civil service reform that

any of its friends had thus far made. He is a pleasing and eloquent speaker
of graceful delivery, and his prepared addresse- are models of English com-
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jjosition. In 1898, he was strongly urged by the bar of the state of Kansas

upon the attention of President McKinley, for appointment as federal judge,
but the United States senator of Kansas, whose will by custom was supreme,
secured the appointment for a former law partner. His entire life has been

devoted to his profession, and he has accepted only such public positions as

have been in line Avith it, and has never been defeated at the polls for any
office to which he aspired ;

and although repeatedly requested by many of his

party to become a candidate for congressional honors, he has as often refused

so to do, because such a course would havo interfered Avith his professional

career.

In 1904 he was one of the forty republicans of Kansas, who met at

Topeka and inaugurated the ''Boss Buster" movement, Avhich culminated in

the overthrow of the old regime in republican politics, and led to the subse-

quent success of the Hon. Walter Roscoe Stubbs and Governor E. "W. Hoch.

It is said that at that meeting of the immortals, when it seemed as if success

could not be had, and the members of the body were becoming discouraged,

Judge Thomson, filled with enthusiasm and determination, in an impassioned

speech of twenty minutes, so aroused the body, that they determined to pro-
ceed on the lines contemplated, which led to ultimate victory.

In 1904, desiring a wider field of activity and to specialize his work,
he removed his residence to Kansas City, where he had had some interests

for some time previously. There he established the law firm of Thomson,
Stanley & Price, and has assiduously devoted his time and energy to the prac-
tice of corporation law and obtained in that field an enviable success. He
is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and Masonic fraternities

and of the college association of Phi Delta Theta. He affiliates with the Pres-

byterian church, as might be expected in one so direct from Scotch ancestry.

Judge Thomson was married at Burlingame, Kansas, March 26, 1874,
to Sarah E. Hudnall, of Astoria, Illinois, who had been one of his pupils
Avhen he was teaching at that place. To this union was born one daughter,
Maud Somerville, who was graduated from St. Cecelia Seminary at Holden,

Missouri, in 1898, and in June, 1908, was married at Kansas City to AVilliam

LeRoy Holtz, a Latin professor of the Kansas State Normal at Emporia,
where she now resides. In his social character. Judge Thomson is winsome
and companionable, and at his home, geniality and hospitality abound. He
is vigorous, active and energetic, and he lightly carries his years.

LYSANDER R. MOORE.

So inseparably is the life record of Lysander R. Moore interwoven with

the commercial development and civic interests of Kansas City that no his-

tory would be complete without extended mention of his career. The latter

years of his life were spent as a retired capitalist and formerly he figured as

a most prominent and active l)usiness man, who, coming to Kansas City in

1871, became idciitiTicd with wliat is now the largest retail dry-goods store.
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conducted at the present time under the name of the Emery, Bird, Thayer
Dry Goods Comi3any on Eleventh, Wahiut and Grand streets. Such was
the integrity of his business record and the enterprise of his methods that he

enjoyed in the fullest degree the respect and confidence of his contemporaries
and the admiration of the general public.

He was a native of Mecklenburg county, Virginia, born January 3, 1831.
His father, Thomas Moore, was a native of the Old Dominion and the fam-

ily is one of the oldest mentioned in the early records of the country. The
first direct ancestor of this branch of the family of whom we have authentic

knowledge was Thomas Moore, for whom various members of the family in

succeeding generations were named. He came to this country when it was
still numbered among the colonial possessions of Great Britain, accompanied
by two brothers, who, however, settled in other sections of America. Thomas
Moore established his home in Virginia, locating in Mecklenburg county,
which continued to be the family seat until recent years. Thomas Moore,
father of our subject, was married in early manhood to Julia A. Royster,
also descended from an ancestry honorable and distinguished. Members of

her family were likewise prominent in connection with public afi'airs during
the formative period of the history of the new world.

Lysander R. Moore acquired a common-school education in Virginia and
at the age of nineteen years left home, going to Montgomery, Ala'bama, where
he was associated with his uncles, A. and W. R. Royster, in the dry-goods
business. He remained with them for six years when, thinking he would find

an occupation that was less confining to be more congenial and beneficial and

having faith in the agricultural possibilities of Alabama, he there purchased
a cotton plantation and turned his attention to raising the chief product of

the South. In 1866 he sold his Alabama plantation and purchased the well

known Junius Ward farm situated near Georgetown, Kentucky. It was one
of the finest and best improved farms in the state, splendidly equipped with

all of the modern conveniences and accessories that indicate progressive hus-

bandry. For four years Mr. ]\Ioore found his time profitably occupied with

the interests of his Kentucky farm and thoroughly enjoyed the supervision
of his agricultural interests.

In the meantime his brother, L. T. Moore, had become interested in

mercantile afi'airs in Kansas 'City, Missouri, and desired Lysander R. Moore
to join him here. Accordingly in 1871 the latter disposed of his property
in Kentucky and removed to w^estern Missouri, becoming a member of the

mercantile firm of Bullene, Moore & Emery of Kansas City. Soon after pur-

chasing an interest in this rapidly growing business he became its financial

manager and in that capacity gave supervision to the numerous and im-

portant details which accompany so great and responsible a task. He pos-
sessed excellent powers of management, combined with keen sagacity and a

recognition of the possibilities as well as the exigencies of the future. Com-

plex business problems he readily solved and the solution was in almost every
case found to be the correct one. His able control of his department was an

important factor in the success of the house until 1894, when he sold his stock

in the company, which had in the meantime been incorporated, as Bullene,
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Moore & Emery. His intense and well directed activity in former years made

the rest of his later life well merited. As prosperity had attended him he

had made extensive and judicious investments, which included large purchases

of Kansas City property, together with varied personal holdings and real estate

in oth€r parts of the country. In 1887 he invested in a cattle ranch in Texas

and for years was owner of one of the finest herds of high-grade cattle in the

southwest. About 1900, however, he disposed of most of his property, sell-

ing his live stock and land at a time when prices were high and his profit

was therefore gratifying. He has been financially connected with various

other interests and wherever his judgment has been a factor in mapping out

the policy or shaping the course of an enterprise it has profited thereby.

Moreover he belonged to that class of American rejDresentative men, who in

advancing- individual interests also promote the general welfare.

On the 19th of December, 1854, Mr. Moore was united in marriage to

Miss Mary A. Thomas, of Lowndesboro, Lowndes county, Alabama. They
became the parents of eight children and the four who yet survive are all

residents of Kansas City, namely: George T., who is vice president of the

Weber Gas Engine Company; Rev. Charles W. Moore, pastor of the Institu-

tional Methodist Episcopal church, South; Alice, the Avife of William M.

Reid, a capitalist with offices at No. 412 Postal Telegraph building; and

Lysander R., who is engaged in the real-estate business and is a member of

the Thayer, Moore Brokerage Company.
Mr. and Mrs. Moore evidenced their Christian faith by their member-

ship in the Methodist Episcopal church, South, in the work of which Mr.

Moore took a most deep and helpful interest, doing all in his power to ad-

vance the various church activities. No good work done in the name of

charity or religion sought his aid in vain and he was a most generous con-

tributor to the support of interests for the moral development of the race.

In 1887 he furnislied the funds for the erection of a church and parsonage in

Shanghai, China. It was built for the Methodist Episcopal church, South,

and was one of the finest missionary churches in China, becoming head-

quarters of \Methodism in that country. In his political views Mr. Moore was

a stalwart democrat but while never actively interested in politics in his own
behalf he stood as a champion of all that pertaint'd to municipal progress or

was a matter of civic virtue or civic pride. There are few men who have

realized so fully tlic rcsjionsibilities and obligations of wealth. His private

charities were many, yet were so unostentatiously made that often a generous

gift was knoAvn only to himself and the recipient. He lived to enjoy in his

latter years tlie fViiits of a well s])ont life and of Avisely directed business

activity.

In the latter ])art of 1!)(I1 his licnltli bcc;iiiio impaired and. lioping for

benefit, he .spent several months in ihe -milh. Returning home, his liealth

gradually failed until on the lOtli of A|iiil, 1902, he passed away. No family
has held a more ]»n»ininent oi- envinhle position in Kansas City. Such were

his virtues and his characteristics tlinl Mr. ]Moore was spoken of in terms only
of the highest esteem. His entire life was actuated by honorable purposes
toward his fellowmen and his eonntiy. While he never courted popularity,
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he held friendship inviolable and, a.6 true worth could always win his regard,

he had a very extensive circle of friends from every walk in life. The pub-
lic work that he performed as a private citizen made extensive demands upon
his time, his thought and his energies. In his life were the elements of

greatness because of the use he made of his talents and of his opportunities,

his thoughts being given to the mastery of great problems and the fulfillment

of his duty as a man in his relations to his fellowmen and as a citizen in his

relations to his state and country.

T. H. BEEKMAN.

AVhile a native of the east, T. H. Beekman has spent the greater j)art

of his life west of the Mississippi river and in all of his interests and associa-

tions has been characterized b}' that enterprising, progressive spirit which has

been the dominant factor in the upbuilding of this great section of the

country. He was born in Schoharie county, New York, in 1842. His father,

II. Beekman, removing to the west, settled at Des Moines, Iowa, where he

engaged in merchandising for years. lie married Lucinda Eldridge, of New
York state, and they became the parents of six children, four of whom sur-

vive. Of this number T. H. Beekman was about fifteen years of age when
he accompanied his parents on their removal to Des Moines. He became con-

nected with his father in merchandising and so continued in control of a

eon.'^tantly growing business until the spring of 1881, when he removed to St.

Joseph, Missouri. There he conducted a wholesale hardware business for a

time and afterward was connected with the banking interests of St. Joseph
as one of its leading financiei-s until 1894, in which year he came to Kansas

City. For five years he was cashier of the American National Bank here and

then turned his attention to the brokerage business. He also organized the

Boston & Kansas City Cattle Loan Company.
His resourceful business ability and ready recognition of opportunities

have led him into large and important undertakings and he has been the

l)romoter of a number of interests which have had direct bearing upon the

welfare of the city during the fourteen years of his residence here. Not only
has he figured prominently in the brokerage business and in connection with

the Boston & Kansas City Cattle Loan Company, but likewise organized the

Beekman Lumber Company for the manufacture of lumber and its sale to

the wholesale trade. Of this company he is president, with G. H. Lowry as

secretary. The business has already assumed extensive proportions, the com-

pany owning pine mills in Louisiana and hardwood mills in Arkansas,

while the output is shipped to all sections of the country and sold to the

wholesale trade. Mr. Beekman is now engaged in organizing and promoting
the Beekman Sawmill Company for the manufacture of lumber. He readily

sees the relation of interests and the possibility for the coordination and

combination of forces, so that his business interests are constantly expanding.

From early age he has displayed an aptitude for successful management and
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Las continually broadened hLs capabilities through varied experience. He
has learned to disregard what is unimportant, to utilize what can prove of

value, and his fellow citizens know him as one of the foremost business men
of weste.rn Missouri.

In 1867 Mr. Beekman was married, in Savannah, Missouri, to Miss Car-

rie A. Hatton and they had three sons, Charles H., H. H. and George H.

Mr. Beekman belongs to the National Lumbermen's Association and to the

Manufacturers' Association of Kansas City. For this city he has the most

contagious enthusiasm. He regards it as the foremost American city of the

west, with larger possibilities and greater opportunities and his own enter-

prise is proving a most valuable factor in its promotion and development.

CHARLES DAVID PARKER.

It is imperative in this connection that prominent mention be made of

Charles D. Parker, who like the majority of great men of the west has fought
his way to the position he now occupies, as one of Missouri's prominent and

influential citizens. He is a representative of an old colonial family, early

established in England. His father, David Howe Parker, by occupation a

farmer, came from Rutland county, Vermont, in August, 1836, and settled

in Garden Plain, Whiteside county, Illinois, being one of the first settlers

in tliat part of the state. He aided materially in the reclamation of a

hitherto Avild and unsettled district for the purpose of civilization. He built

the first frame house in Garden Plain, Whiteside county, and for years kept
^n old-fashioned tavern. He was a man of marked personality, was well

known throughout the state among the early pioneer settlers and was reputed
the Avealthiest man of the county. He was one of the first to answer his

country's appeal for assistance during the late Rebellion. He was born in

1812 and died in 1876.

In the maternal line Charles I);i\i(l Pnrkcr is a descendant of the Shurt-

lefFs who came fi-oni l^igland prior to KioO and settled in Plymoutli, Mass-

achusetts, where the f.n nily was represented for three generations, one of the

direct ancestors being Captain William Shurtleff, who won his title in the

luilitia service and who sei*ved as a delegate to the provincial assembly. He
-was l.oi'n in 1657 and died at Plymouth in 1720 and was interred in P)urial

Hill, where a marble tombstone still gives tlic records of liis life. Tlie

Shurtleff family has fignred with distinction in connection Avith the history
of this country. To William Shurtleff wo are indebted for the early records

of the town of PlvnKtnth. Massachusetts, wheic he served as town treasurer

from 1707 to 1708. while latei* he served as town clerl<. He was also a well

known snrxcyoi- of his time nnd bnilt the first wharf and warehonse at

Plymouth. His possession.^ entitled him to classification with the wealthy
men of his day. .Vnolhei- meinliei' of tlie family SiM'ved with distinction a*

inavoi- of Bo-ton.
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Charles D. Parker was born at Garden Plain, Illinois, July 12, 1853,

and received his early education in the public schools of Whiteside county,

where he was reared to agricultural life, early becoming familiar with the

duties and labors of the farm. He afterward engaged in the raising of fine

stock and in buying and selling live stock, grain and other farm com-

modities until December, 1887, when, believing he might secure better ad-

vantages in the business world of the west, he removed to Kansas City.

Time has proven the wisdom of his judgment and his operations in this

section have been crowned with success—an indication of his ability, fore-

sight and capable management. He immediately engaged in the real-estate

and loan busine,ss, locating his offices in the new Nelson building, remaining
there about one year, when he removed to the American Bank building, be-

ing its first tenant. He removed from this location in 1893 to the Massa-

chusetts building, remaining there until the completion of the new building

for the fir-t National Bank in February, 1903, where he is now conducting

an extensive real-estate, loan and fire insurance business, having added the

last department in 1893. He is associated with his brother, Herbert Parker,

under the firm style of C. D. Parker & Company, and they rank with the

most prominent representatives in this field of business in Kansas City. A
man of resourceful ability, C. D. Parker has not confined his efforts alone

to one line, as his counsel and unabating energy are considered valuable

assets in Kansas City's business circles. He is now the president and a large

stockholder of the United States Water & Steam Supply Company, a steam

fitting and plumbing supply house.

On the 6th of January. 1876. Charles D. Parker was united in marriage

to Miss Amanda Sutherland, of Fulton, Illinois. Of this union there was

born one son. Carl Sutherland Parker, who married Susan Amsden, of Abi-

lene, Kansas, and they have one son and two daughters: Charles David

Parker, Elizabeth and Marv.

Mr. Parker is preeminently a man of affairs and one who has wielded

a wide influence. He has had no desire or aspiration for political honors,

although his opinions are of weight in political circles. The only position

of that character which he has ever held was while serving as a member of

the board of supervisors of Whiteside county, Illinois, having the distinction

of being the youngest member ever chosen for that position, his age being

twenty-three. He was also a member of the board of education and presi-

dent of the Agricultural Society of that county. His public-spirited interest

in Kansas City has found tangible proofs in his efforts for many movements

for the general good; he has contributed his time, money and influence to

the public progress and the city's growth and substantial development. He
has served as president of the Real Estate Exchange and inaugurated many
important movements which were of benefit to that association. He has

also been president of the Implement, Vehicle & Hardware Club, also

president of the Commercial Club—organizations which have for their ob-

ject the betterment of trade condition? and business life in Kansas City. He
is also a member of the Kansas City Athletic Club, the Evanston Golf Club,

Middav Club and has served on the board of director- of the Provident As-
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sociation for over twelve years. His fraternal relations include various

branches of jMasonry, having attained the thirty-second degree of the Scot-

tish Rite, while he is also connected with the Oriental conimandery, K. P.,

and with the great Ararat Temple of the ]\Iystic Shrine. He belongs to the

Sons of the American Revolution and the .Vrchaeological Society.

His broad humanitarianism has been indicted by his active coopera-

tion in various benevolent interests. He has been one of the trustees of the

Gillis Orphans Home, known as the Children's Home and the old Couples
Home at Twenty-second and Tracy streets, and is now treasurer of their

endownment fund. He was one of the building committee that took charge
of the construction of the edifice for INIrs. S. B. Armour, who contributed

forty-two thousand dollars, the whole cost of the building as it now stands.

These are charitable institutions and Mr. Parker has devoted much of his

time to the work and care of the unfortunate in both institutions. Recog-

nizing indiA'idual responsibility in man's relation to his fellowman, *he-= has

performed every duty with a sense of conscientious obligation" aiid his well

spent and honorable life commands the respect of all who know him.

WILLIAM DAVIS FOSTER, :\LL).

Dr. William Davis Foster, dean of the Homeopathic Medical College and

one of the most distinguished homeopathic practitioners west of the Mis-

sissippi, was born in Van Buren county, Iowa, September 7, 1841.

His father, Joseph Foster, was a native of Vermont and a member of

Captain Thomas Waterman's Company and Colonel Dixon's Regiment of Ver-

mont Volunteers in the AVar of 1812. He is moreover, a descendant of some

of the best pioneer families of Essex and Middlesex counties in Massachu-

setts. In nearly every generation of the line there have been physicians

and the family has ever. been noted for the patriotism and progressive spirit

of its members and for their success as business men. In 1830 Joseph Foster

married Elizabeth Kummler, a descendant of a Swiss family etablished in

Pennsylvania during colonial days. In 1837 they canic westward to Iowa,

settling in Van l^urcii county, which at that time contained l^ut three white

families. The father was a college graduate and a profound scholar, who had

mastered several languages. Pie was a classmate of '"Pliaddeus Stevens, a noted

statesman in the middle of the nineteenth century. 'IMiivmghout his entire

life Joseph Foster was looked upon as the leader in all important enterprises

and for many years served as county judge. He died November 11, 1855,

and was long survived by his widow, who passed awa^' in Marion county,

Missouri, at the very remarkable age of ninety-four years.

In the family of six sons Dr. Foster, the youngest, i.'^ now the only sur-

vivoi'. He was educated in tlie public schools of his native town and when
sixteen years of age took up the study of medicine in Jacksonville, Illinois,

with Di". David Prince, a dLstinguished surgeon, as liis ])receptor. His

father's earlv death r)1)lio(^(l him (o make bi.~ own wav in (he world and his
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studies were often interrupted by the necessity of procuring further means

but with undaunted energy and perseverance he made the best possible use

of his opportunities and in 1860 matriculated in the medical department of

the University of Pennsylvania, to supplement his earlier reading by collegiate

training. He left the school the following year, however, to enlist in the

Seventh Regiment of Missouri Volunteer Cavalry, and in that command
served under Surgeon Ellery P. Smith. Following the battle of Lone Jack,

in August, 1862, he assisted in establishing the hospital at Lexington, and

after the battle of Prairie Grove was similarly engaged at Fayetteville,

Arkansas. In 1863 he was commissioned surgeon of his regiment and held

that rank until the close of the war. He was present at the capture of Little

Rock and was actively engaged in hospital service there, and at various times

was a member of the boards of operating surgeons and also examined those

claiming exemjDtion from military service on account of disability.

AVhen the war was over Dr. Foster, who had acquired through medical

experience, knowledge far in excess of that obtained through college training,

located" for practice at Hannibal, Missouri, and entered into partnership with

Dr. George R. Birch. Not long afterward he began to investigate the sub-

ject of homeopathy, and, becoming convinced of its superiority, he adopted

that method of practice and in 1869 was graduated from the Homeopathic
Medical College at St. Louis, ^]\lissouri. He then resumed practice at Han-

nibal and was very successful as a representative of this school of medicine.

He has made steady progress in his professional work, gaining a wide reputa-

tion that is by no means local. In 1873 he assisted in organizing the Mis-

souri ^''alley ^Medical Association at Quincy, Illinois, the first homeopathic

body in the state outside of St. Louis. The following year at the special re-

quest of the faculty he delivered a short course of lectures on Diseases of the

Thorax before the Homeopathic Medical College at St. Louis.

In 1881 Dr. Foster became a resident of Kansas City. He has long been

recognized as one of the best surgeons in the state and one of the strongest

exponents of homeopathy in the United States. Investigation and research have

continually broadened his knowledge and promoted his efficiency, and he

has been a leader in those lines of thought and experience which have made

the practice of homeopathy of such great benefit to the race. For the first

five years of its existence he was associate editor of the ^ledical Arena, the

only homeopathic journal in the Missouri valley. In 1889 he was called to

fill the chair as professor of surgery in the Homeopathic INIedical College,

and in 1894 was elected dean of the faculty. The growth of this school was

largely due to his influence, and his zeal and devotion to the profession have

inspired his students to put forth their best efforts in a preparation for this

practice. He is now senior member of the American Institute of Homeop-

athy, with which he became associated in 1867. He also belongs to the Mis-

souri Institute of Homeopathy, the Kansas State Medical Society and the

International Association of Railway Surgeons, being entitled to membership
in the last mentioned by reason of the fact that he was chief surgeon of the

Kansas City, Osceola & Southern Railway. In 1886 he was sent as a dele-

gate to the International Homeopathic Medical Congress at Basel, Switzer-
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land. He is often called to various parts of the middle west to perfonii diffi-

cult operations and has thus come to be known in the country as one of the

eminent surgeons of his day. The medical profession has reason to treasure

his record with gratitude and respect.

In 1878 Dr. Foster was married to ]\Irs. Christie K. Farwell, of Yonkers,

New York. He is a member of various charitable and fraternal organizations,

including the Loyal Legion and the Masonic fraternity. He is sympathetic,

kindly and companionable and in his life has embraced many opportunities

to assist his fellowmen. He is justly entitled to prominence as a practitioner

and an educator, yet wears his honors with becoming modesty.

GEORGE W. SEDGEWICK.

In pioneer times George W. Sedgewick. now deceased, became a resident

of Kansa- City and was a representative of a proioiiirnt family here, while

ill l)usiiie-s life he made a record that was coiiiniendiiWlc. aripiiring success

liv honorable methods that neither sought nor dfiiianded disguise. Lie ar-

rived here in 1867 and from that time forward was t )nnec-led with several

lines of business.

The family from which he was descended' was of Scotch-English origin,

well known and prominent in the east at an early day, the ancestry being

traced back to General Sedgewick. The father, Captain Theock)re Sedgewick,
was reared in Caanan. Connecticut, whence he removed to Lee, Massachussetts.

He was there residing and during the early part of the nineteenth century

and after the nullirtak of the second war with England in 1812. he enlisted

as a captain of artillery, serving throughout the period of hostilities. His

discharge papers arc now in possession of Mrs. George AV. Sedgewick. After

the war he returned to Canaan, Connecticut, where he and his wife spent

their remaining days.

(leorge \\\ Scdgcwidx. of this review, wa- rniite young at the time of his

parents' death, lie w;i- lioi-n in Lee, Mas.-adni-sctts. August 15, 1823, and

after being left an (»r|»lian went to live with an uncle in Ilarrisburg, Penn-

sylvania, where he attended the public schools and acquired a good English
education. After he had put aside his text-books he accepted a position as

train dispatcher in Harrisburg for the old Pennsylvania Central Railroad

Company, occupying that position for a few years, after which he went to

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, being promoted to the position of station agent
for the same company. He continued in Pittsburg for several years and

was then made agent on the same road at Indiana, Pennsylvania, where he

continued until his removal westward to Kansas City in 1867.

Here Mi-. Sedgewick liecanie agent for the Kansas Pacific Railroad Con.

jiany, now the T'nion I'acilie. and a- the .-uperintendeiit was not rr,<idiiig

here at tliat time he al~(» attended to the latter position and aete(l as agent

and .superintendent until 1883. In that year, forming a j)artner-hip with

Edward Philli])s. under the linn name of Sedgewick t^ Phillips, he began
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dealing in tie.-^. with offices at the corner of Ninth .^treet and Broadway.

Tliey took contracts from the railroad companies to furnish ties, which they

purchased throughout the country. Mr. Sedgewick continued in that bus-

iness for many years and was very successful, securing large contracts and

making extensive sales. He was also . engaged in the real-estate busi-

ness. When he arrived in Kansas City he purchased twenty acres

of land then at the outskirts of the town but now in the best residence

portion of the city. Later he subdivided this and sold off most of it

in town lots, and his Avidow yet owns a considerable part of it and thus has

valuable property. Mr. Sedgewick was regarded as a man of resourceful

business ability and his enterprise and industry were manifest also in banking

circles, he becoming a stockholder in the Security Savings Bank of this city.

In all his undertakings he was persistent, persevering and diligent and his

labors brought him a gratifying measure of prosperity.

Mr. Sedgewick was twice married ere his removal to the west. He first

wedded ]\Iiss Margaret Bell, who died in Indiana, Pennsylvania. There were

several children born to that union but only two are now living: Frank F.,

who resides in Olatlie, Kansas; and Lee M., of Kansas City, a prominent
business man, now president of the Sedgewick Tie Company. Having lost

his first wife Mr. Sedgewick was married in Indiana, Pennsylvania, in 1871,

to Mi.ss Nannie J. Fiock, a native of that place, her parents having eben

pioneers there. Her father purchased land from the government near Indi-

ana in a very early day and eventually became a large landowner, also en-

gaging in the stock business in that locality for many years. The capable

management of his business interests brought him a gratifying prosperity

and both he and his wife spent their remaining days in that locality. By the

second marriage of Mr. Sedgewick there were no children but Mrs. Sedgewick.

reared seven children, all of whom are now married and living in different

parts of the country.

Mr. Sedgewick was a very stanch republican, believing the principles

of the party most conducive to good government, yet he never sought nor de-

sired official preferment as a reward for party fealty. He held membership
with the ^lasonic fraternity and with the Second Presbyterian church, to

which his widow yet belongs. He was a wealthy and w^ell known business

man, respected as much for the integrity and straightforwardness of his busi-

ness methods as well as for the gratifying success he achieved.

Mrs. Sedgewick owns a commodious and fine residence at the southeast

corner of Virginia street and Armour boulevard, which has been the family

home for the past twenty years. She also has two blocks on Armour boulevard

and building lots on Virginia street and the Paseo. Her realty also embraces

several fine residences elsewhere in the city, from Avhich she derives a good
rental. In her home she has a very fine library and beautiful paintings and

other works of art, which indicate a refined and cultured taste. She also has

many interesting relics of pioneer days in Kansas City. On another page of

this work will be found a view of the old Gillis House, one of the first hotels

in the city, and in her home Mrs. Sedgewick has one of the old dining room

tables, also a hat table, a dining room bell and several of the old dining
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room chairs from that hotel. Forty years have come and gone since she

became a resident of Kansas City and throughout this period she has been

prominent in social circles, numbering among hor friends the best residents

of Jackson county.

JUSTIN A. RUNYAN.

By virtue of his position as secretary of the Manufacturers and Merchants

Association, and by reason of a deep, personal interest in the city and its

welfare, Justin A. Runyan has become a prominent and forceful factor in

the development and upbuilding of the city along various lines. While hold-

ing to high ideals, his labors are intensely practical and with keen intuition

he recognizes the possibilities of the means at hand and the opportunities for

successful cooperation of forces in the attainment of desired results.

The life record of Mr. Runyan began in Independence, Missouri, on the

10th of May, 1863. On the 3d of September, following, his father, with the

family left for Columbia, Boone county, Missouri, having been banished from

Jackson county under Ewing's order, No. 11. Justin A. Runyan is one of

twelve children, being the tenth child born to Aaron Ogden and Mary

(Clifford) Runyan. Early in life he displayed a taste for literature and an

aptitude for newspaper work, and to satisfy his desires in that direction he

entered the publishing office of the Missouri Statesman, at Columbia, Mis-

souri, where he became a practical printer and pressman and at the same time

studied journalism under Colonel William F. Switzler, then editor of the

Statesman.

Realizing the value of education and intellectual training, he afterward

attended the Missouri University at Columbia for three years and was thus

better equipped for the duties of the position of associate editor and business

manager of the Missouri Statesman upon his appointment by Colonel Switzler,

who had received appointment from President Cleveland to the position of

chief of the bureau of statistics in the treasury department at Washington,
D. C. Mr. Runyan thus served until December, 1887, when he resigned to

accept an appointment at Washington in connection with the federal con-

gress. While thus engaged he also represented the syndicate of newspapers

as a special correspondent, and like other young men who came to the capital

he took advantage of the opportunity to attend the law department of the

Georgetown University and in course of time was graduated therefrom. In

1891 he was transferred to the war department, where he superintended the

publishing of the "Records of the Rebellion of 1861-65.
"•

On the 1st of September, 1897, Mr. Runyan resigned nis position in

the war department and returned to Missouri, and in doing so broke the

axiom ''few die and none resign." His next step was the purchase of the

Sentinel at Clarksville, Pike county, Missouri, which paper he published suc-

cessfullv for some vcars. In July, 1899, ho went to St. I.ouis, where he re-
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sumed his labors in the newspaper field but in February, 1901, came to Kan-
sas City as solicitor for the R. G. Dun mercantile agency. Mr. Runyan thus

continued until July, 1905, when he resigned to accept the secretaryship of

the Manufacturers and Merchants Association. Since that time he has been

closely allied with the development of the manufacturing and commercial in-

terests of Kansas City and has also actively participated in every movement
toward the civic, educational and religious improvement of the entire people.

Always deeply interested in education, he is the champion of every practical
and commendable movement for the advancement and education of voung

people and as secretary of the Jackson County Chapter of the Alumni and
Ex-Students Association he still keeps in touch with the work of the Missouri

State University at Columbia. Another matter of deep interest to Mr. Run-

yan is the development of the waterways and his study of the question has

led to the comprehensive and accurate understanding of the nation's pos-

sibilities in this direction and the value to the country of a developed waterway

system. He was one of the organizers of the Missouri River Valley Improve-
ment Association and has been a delegate to and an active participant in every

deep waterway convention held in the United States since the organization
was affected.

On the 23d of October, 1889, at Clarksville, Pike county, Mi.-s<ouri, was

celebrated the marriage ceremony of Mr. Runyan and Miss Nellie Stuart

Kissinger. They now have one daughter, Lillie Stuart Runyan, who is a

student in the Central high school. Mr. Runyan is well known in Masonic

circles, being past master of Acacia Lodge, No. 18, A. F. & A. M., also a

member of Columbia Chapter, No. 1, R. A. M., and Washington Commandery,
No. 1, K. T., all of Washington, D. C. He likewise affiliates with the Mithras

Lodge of Perfection, No. 1, A. A. S. R. His ancestral history makes possible

his membership with the Sons of the Revolution and he is now serving on

the board of managers of the Jackson county chapter.

For many years he has been an active and effective worker in the church

and in its various activities. He joined the Garfield Memorial church at

Washington, D. C, November 23, 1890, and was baptized the same night

by the Rev. F. D. Powder, who was known as Garfield's pastor. In April,

1891, he and his wife, in association with sixty-five others as charter mem-

bers, organized the Ninth Street Christian church of Washington, Mr. Runyan
being elected one of the elders. He and his wife purchased, catalogued and

conducted the library at the Sunday school of the Ninth Street Christian

church until the 1st of October of the same year, on which day he was elected

superintendent of the Sunday school, serving continuously and acceptably

in that position until he resigned in 1897, to return to Missouri. When he

assumed the duties of superintendent there w^ere eighty-seven scholars in the

Sunday school and at the time he resigned there was an average attendance

of six hundred and ninety-five, with an enrollment of eight hundred and

forty-seven. This Sunday school, for the years 1893, 1894, 1895, 1896 and

up to the time he resigned the superintendency, was the banner Sunday school

of the Christian church brotherhood for the District of Columbia, Maryland
and Delaware.
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Mr. Runyan gives the greater credit for the success of the Sunday school

to the secretary, Mr. George W. Pratt, and the strong corps of teachers, of

which Mrs. Runyan was one. On locating in Clarksville, Missouri, he was

at once elected superintendent of the Sunday school of the Christian church

there, and was also elected superintendent of the First Christian church Sunday
school of St. Louis, Missouri, while living in that city. He has been an active

worker in the Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor from its organ-
ization and when he came to Kansas City he and his wife joined the Inde-

pendence Boulevard Christian church and for one year he was president of

the local Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor of that church. He
has never been active in club life, preferring to devote his time aside from

his business duties to his home, to his church and to the enjoyment of the

cordial relation that exists between him and many friends. He is possessed

of untiring energy and is an optimist, who believes that the world is growing
better and is always helping on the work toward this end. It is said of Mr.

Runyan that he is always ready to do something for some one else. As sec-

retary of the Manufacturers and Merchants Association he takes special pride

in his work and is never so happy as when exploiting the good points of Kan-
sas City to the visitor within her gates.

MICHAEL HOFMANN.

In the year 1881 Michael Hofmann became a resident of Kansa.s City

and throughout his remaining days was engaged in the wholesale liquor
business here. A native of Germany, he was born September 29, 1828, and
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Adam Hofmann, were likewise natives of that

country, where they always resided. The father died, however, Avhen his son

]\Iichael was but six years of age. The boy acquired his education in the

public schools and remained in the fatherland until he had attained his

majority, when he resolved to try his fortune in America, having a brother

who was living in Frankfort, Maine, and who made favorable reports con-

cerning business opportunities in this country and the advantages that

might be enjoyed here. Accordingly he bade adieu to friends and native

coiHUry to take ])assage on a westward bound vessel and reached New York
liai'bor in due course of time. Ere leaving his native land he had learned

the tailor'.s trade and for a brief ])eriod he worked at the trade in the eastern

metropolis. He also visited his brother in Maine and in 1852 he went to

r>i>-!oii. where he embarked in bu.siness on his own account, opening a tailor

sbdp wliich he conducted for five years. In 1857 he came to the west and
settled ill Leavenworth. Kansas. There he b(\<i,an in tlie wliolesale liquor

business, whicii he conchieted for a nutnber of years, thus gaining l)roa(l

experience in a branch of li'ide which claimed his attention after his re-

moval to Kansas City.

It was while living in Leavenworth that Mr. Hofmann was married in

1859 to Miss .Tohanna L. P)aueli. of that city. Slie. too. wa~ l)orn in Gennanv,



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 67

and wa» a daughter of Frederick Baiich, who was a prominent man of that

country and carefully conducted business interests of considerable magnitude
and became quite wealthy. In 1854 he removed with his family to America

and after landing at New York made his way westward to St. Louis, where

he lived retired for a few years. He then went to Herman, Missouri, and

subsequently to Nebraska City, Nebraska, but did not again engage in busi-

ness, for the competence acquired in former years was sufficient to supply
him with all of the comforts and some of the luxuries of life. In his old age

he went to Leavenworth, Kansas, and made his home with Mr. and Mrs.

Hofmann until called to his final rest. Three of his children are yet living,

one daughter being in Michigan and another in Nebraska City.

Following their marriage Mr. Hofmann engaged in the wholesale

liquor business in Leavenworth, Kansas, being connected with the trade

there for about twenty-four years. In 1881, however, he sold out and re-

moved to Kansas City, where he established a wholesale liquor store, his

business being located at No. 319 West Fifth street. He continued in that

line throughout his remaining days and built up an excellent patronage, so

that the volume of his trade brought him a good financial return annually.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hofmann were born eleven children, eight of whom
are now living, namely: William L., who resides in Utah; Louise L., the wife

of Gus Meyer, a resident of Kansas City; Emma, the wife of Dr. William

Brechtline, who resides in Higginsville, Missouri, where, in addition to his

practice he is engaged in the drug business; Josephine, the wife of Charles

C. Peters, who is superintendent of and a partner in the firm of Emery, Bird,

Thayer Dry Goods Company, of Kansas City, and whose sketch is found

elsewhere in this work; Michael, who after his father's death, took charge of

the business, which he continued until January, 1907, and who resides with

his mother; Anna, the wife of Lyman Seaman, a resident of Springfield,

Missouri; Edward, who wedded Bertha Boetcher, and resides in Chicago,

where he is acting as cashier for the Armour Packing Company; and Flor-

ence, who is with her mother. Those deceased are Gustave, Marie and Ger-

trude. The death of the father occurred June 2, 1890. He had many warm
friends among the German-Americans and other citizens here, his social

qualities and kindly nature winning him sincere regard. While in Leaven-

worth he was a member of the school board for several years and the cause

of education found in him a warm friend. He was thoroughly in sympathy
with fraternal organizations and belonged to the Masons, the Knights of

Pythias and the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. After coming to

America and studying the political issues and questions of the day he allied

his interests with those of the republican party, which he supported for

some time, but in later years he voted for the candidate whom he regarded
as best qualified for office without regard to party affiliation. He was a

member of the Catholic church, while his widow holds membership with

the Presbyterian church. In community affairs he was deeply interested and

his assistance could always be counted upon to further progressive move-

ments for the public benefit. He wa- also devoted to the welfare of his

family and was ever loyal in his friendships. He died at his old home at No.
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918 Pcii]i street, a palatial residence, which is one of the finest homes of

the city. It contains twenty-six rooms and its architectural beauty renders

it one of the attractive residences of the district in which it is located. It is

still owned by Mrs. Hofmann l)ut she and hor son ;nul daughter now reside

at No. 2221 Troost avenue.

JUDGE AZARIAH BUDD.

Judge Azariah Budd, whose memory will be ever perpetuated in Budd

park, of Kansas City, which was named in his honor, was also well known for

a number of years as a practitioner of law in the higher courts of Missouri,

although after his removal to Kansas City he did not follow his profession be-

cause of the state of his health. He w-as born upon a farm in Westmoreland

county, Pennsylvania, September (5, 1824. His ancestors, coming from Eng-
land to the new world, settled in New Jersey and thence representatives of the

name made their way to various sections of the country.

The grandfather, William Joshua Budd, a resident of Westmoreland

county, Pennsylvania, was at one time the richest man in that section of the

state. He was the builder of the town of Port Royal and was associated in

many ways with the material development and progress of the locality, being a

canal-boat owner, merchant and landowner. He also owned Budd's ferry, at

which place the town of Port Royal was built. It was then a part of West-

moreland county but is now a part of Juniata county. William J, Budd was

married in early manhood to Miss Fitch and continued his residence in Penn-

vania up to the time of his death. He reared a large family, including An-

drew Budd. vvho also became the father of a large family, numbering Judge
Budd of this review. The father carried on general agricultural pursuits in

the Keystone state until after his marriage to Miss Nancy Hasson and the birth

of some of their children. He then removed with his family to Ohio, settling

in Lima, where he continued to engage in farming, entering a section of rich

and productive land. It was situated in the midst of the oil fields of that state,

but he never discovered that it was so valuable because of its oil bearing prop-

erties. Having lost his first wife, he afterward married Mary Moorecraft and

he had by both wives twenty children.

Judge Budd pursued his education in the common schools of Ohio to the

age of fifteen years and as age and strength permitted worked upon the home
farm. When he was eighteen years of age his father gave him his time. His

early educational advantages were supplemented by study in the select school

and throughout his life he remained a student, embracing every opportunity
for intellectual progress and finding therein a genuine delight. He studied

hard while attending the select school in Lima and became imbued with the

desire of obtaining a college education. To this end he engaged in teaching
and carefully saved his money. He then went to Cincinnati, Ohio, and

matriculated in the Miami L)niversit3\ In order to save expenses he rented a

room and propared his own moals, but although ho was most careful of his
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f,xpenditures he found that he could not complete the course owing to lack

of funds and after two years' study in the university he resumed teaching in

order to provide for his support. In Lebanon, Ohio, he was employed to teach

the higher branches and while thus engaged he began preparation for the bar,

reading law for two years in the othce and under the direction of Lauren

Smith. He then engaged in teaching school for two years at Ridgeville, War-

ren county, Ohio, where resided the lady who afterward became his wife, and

who was one of his pupils. After two years there passed, he was married in

1849 to Miss Sarah Ann Cornell, of Ridgeville, and for many years they

traveled life's journey happily together, their mutual love and confidence in-

creasing as time passed by.

Mrs. Budd was born May 17, 1827, belonging to a family of well to do

farming people of Warren county, Ohio. She was reared on a beautiful farm

of one hundred and twenty acres overlooking the town of Ridgeville and sup-

plemented her early education, acquired in the common schools, by study in

the college at Lebanon, Ohio. She was a daughter of George N. Cornell and

a granddaughter of Daniel Cornell, who died in Canada while on a visit to

his children in that country. His wife survived him and died at Ridgeville,

Ohio. The father, George N. Cornell, was a relative of the founder of Cornell

College. He was born in Canada, to which country his people had removed

from the state of New York, the father settling on land which he secured

from the English government. Later, however, he exchanged this property

for land in the state of New York, but found that his title to the latter was

bad and he lost nearly all that he had. On learning of this, he said to his

wife, "Now for the west," and firmly believing that the west held his oppor-

tunity he turned his face toward the setting sun. The trip was made down
the Ohio river on rafts, Indian guides being hired. These rafts w^ere lashed

together, and thus in primitive manner the family made their way into the

western wilderness. That Mr. Cornell was not mistaken in his judgment is

indicated by the fact that he prospered after his removal to Ohio and accum-

ulated much land in Warren county. He married Miss Chloe Hand, who
came of a family of English lineage.

Soon after the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Budd he was admitted to the

bar and opened an office in Lima, Ohio, where he practiced for one year.

On the expiration of that period he removed to Kalida, Putnam county,

Ohio, which was then the county seat, but when Ottawa was chosen as the

county seat he took up his abode in the latter place and was elected prose-

cuting attorney there. He secured a good clientage in Ohio, but attracted by
the west—that great section of country lying beyond the Mississippi river,

—
he made his way to Missouri in the fall of 1865, at which time Thomas
Fletcher was governor. In this state he practiced in the higher courts, re-

siding first in Jefferson City, Missouri. At that time, however, prejudice

against northern men had not been eradicated. They were termed carpet-

baggers and there was opposition felt to those who had been Union supporters,

After some time spent at Jefferson City Judge Budd removed to Clinton,

Henry county, Missouri, where he practiced for eight years. While there

he was appointed judge to try those who evaded the United States revenue
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law and thus won the title by which he was uniformly known. In 1879 he

came to Kansas City. Here, owing to heart trouble, he gave up the active

practice of law and turned his attention to other interests. He had entered

a tract of forty acres, now in the eastern part of the city. There Budd park
was laid out and named in his honor. Judge Budd cleared and cultivated

the land and raised stock and in his well d' reeled business affairs met with

gratifying success. In the winter of 1889-90 he traveled for his health in

Texas but did not derive the benefit that he had anticipated and passed away
on his farm in Kansas City in December, 1890. In his earlier days he was

a member of the Presbyterian church and was also identified with the Masonic

fraternity. His political allegiance was given to the democracy up to and

through the Douglas campaign, after which he experienced a change in his

political views and became a republican. He was ever a man fearless in what

he believed to be right and nothing could swerve him from a course which

his conscience and judgment approved. This fidelity to principle won him
the highest esteem and made him a man who enjoyed in the fullest degree
the confidence and trust of his fellow citizens. He stood for high ideals in

citizenship, in his profes.sion and in private life and thus it was that he gained
the unqualified esteem of the people among whom he cast his lot.

Since her husband's death Mrs. Budd has resided in Kansas City and
five acres of valuable land which she inherited she has deeded to the city as

an addition to Budd park. For three years she has made her home at No.

3632 Wyandotte street. Her acquaintance is a wide and favorable one here,

for she shared in the high esteem which w^as uinformly accorded Judge Budd.

ROBERT A. LIVINGSTON, M.D.

Dr. Robert A. Livingston, whose professional skill and ability made his

life one of great usefulness, was a native of Lisbon, New York, born August

9, 1850, and was a representative of a prominent old family of the Empire
state. He was a st)ii of John and Margaret (Ingersoll) Livingston, and an

own cousin of Robert Ingersoll, whose words of eloquence thrilled the hearts

of all who heard him. The parents were both natives of the state of Ne\\

York, as was the paternal grandfather of our subject. Judge Robert Livings-

ton, who in early life engaged in farming there but in his later years lived

retired, enjoying the fruits of his former toil. He held many public offices

in Lisbon and was a prominent man there.

John Livingston owned and cultivated a farm near Lisbon, New York,

carrying on general agricultural pursuits there until 1849, when, attracted

l)y the discovery of gold in California, he started for the far west. He was

taken ill. however, when crossing the isthmus and died ere reaching his

destination. His widow still survives and is now residing with a son at Lis-

bon, New York, at the advanced age of eighty-five years.

Dr. Robert A. Livingston acquired his early education in the public
schools of Lisbon and afterward attended college at Ogdensburg, New York
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When his more specifically literary course was completed he took up the

study of medicine and became a student in Belleville Medical College, at

New York city. He afterward went to Chicago and completed his medical

course in Rush Medical College, becoming thus well equipped for a respons-

ible professional career. Removing to Stillwater, Minnesota, he located for

practice there and for many years was closely identified with its professional

interests. He was an earnest and discriminating student who always kept
in touch with the advancement made in the profession, was ever careful and

accurate in the diagnosis of a case and displayed marked ability in foretelling

the outcome of diseases. He was most conscientious in the discharge of his

professional duties and his labors were attended with a gratifying measure,

of success.

Dr. Livingston was married in Lisbon, New York, to Miss Virginia
S. Wallace, a native of Lisbon, and a daughter of Dr. Reuben and Caroline

(Ainsworth) Wallace. The latter died during the infancy of her daughter,

and Mr. AVallace afterward married again. He, too, was a physician, who

practiced in Lisbon, New York, and later he removed to the west, settling

at Little Sioux, Iowa, where he continued in the active practice of medi-

cine and surgery during the last thirty years of his life. He died there at

the venerable age of eighty-eight years, and his second wife also passed away
there.

Unto Dr. and Mrs. Livingston were born two children, but Zina Bruce

died at the age of fourteen months and John Merrill died when but two

months old. Dr. and Mrs. Livingston continued to make their home in

Stillwater, where he continued in the active practice of his profession until

his death, which occurred September 8, 1875. He held a number of local

offices there, including that of city physician, and was always most loyal to

the trust reposed in him. His political allegiance was given to the repub-

lican party, and he took an active interest in the work that was being done

to secure the adoption of republican principles, which he believed were most

conducive to o-ood g;overnment. Fraternallv he was connected with the

Masons and with the Odd Fellows of Stillwater, and his funeral services

were conducted by the latter organization. He was also a member of the

Episcopal church at Stillwater, and his life was upright and honorable, win-

ning for him the regard and trust of those with whom he was associated.

Following her husband's demise, Mrs. Livingston resided in Stillwater

for twelve years, and then sold her property there, removing to Little Sioux,

Iowa, where she resided with her father until his demise. She and her

half brother, Arthur AYallace, then came to Kansas City in 1901 and both

invested in property there. Mr. Wallace is now doing business as a nur-

seryman and landscape gardener, owning five acres of land at MarlboT-ough,

a suburban division of Kansas City. He is an extensive operator in this

department, and is well qualified to care for the trade. He is also engaged
in the real-estate business, and his intense and well directed enterprise con-

stitute important factors in a prosperous career. He now makes his home

with his sister, Mrs. Livingston. The latter has also invested in property

on East Thirtieth street, also on Campbell street and other public highways
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of this district, and in the purchase and sale of property she receives a good
return upon her investments. In September, 1907, she built a nice resi-

dence at No. 3822 Virginia street, where she and her brother re.side. She

belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church, and is a lady of many good traits

of heart and mind, to whom cordial hospitality is extended in many homes.

GEORGE EDAVARD MUEHLEBACH.

George Edward Muehlebach, well known as a representative of the

brewing interests of Kansas City as the president of the Muehlebach Com-

pany, was born August 10, 1881, a representative of one of the pioneer
families of this county. His father, George Muehlebach, now deceased, was

one of a family of four sons and a daughter, who came to America.

The sons all established homes in Kansas City but the daughter remained

at Lafayette, Indiana. All are now deceased. One of the brothers, Peter Muehle-

bach, conducted a wine garden at Forty-first street and State Line and also

was proprietor of one of the first hotels here and Western Star House. The
other brother, John, was interested in the brewery until 1890, when he sold

out to George Muehlebach. The last named was born in Argau, Switzerland,

April 24, 1833, and is a representative of an old Swiss family. He acquired
his education there and on coming to America in 18o7, settled in Lafayette,
Indiana. Two years Avere there passed and on the expiration of that period
he became a resident of Kansas City. He worked at the harness trade in

what was then the town of Westport and later removed to Quindaro, where he

engaged in business for himself. Not long afterward he and his brother

John, who had accompanied him to America, began freighting between Kan-
sas City, Denver, Salt Lake City, Pueblo, Silver Bow, Helena and Butte with

ox-teams, and were thus engaged for several years prior to tlie period of

railroad transi)ortation.

George Muehlebach next turned his attention to milling interests in

Colorado and thus operated until about 1870. when he again came to Kansas

City and wdth his brother John bought the Heliiireich brewery, with which
he was connected until his death December 22, 1905. Fii 1880 they demol-

ished the old plant and erected the present plant, to whidi repeated additions

have been made as the increasing trade demanded until it is now an extensiye

and well housed enterprise. At the beginning the manufactured product
was only two buiidred V)arrcl< per year and today it is about sixty-five thou-

sand, while sixty men arc employed in the manufacture of their celebrated

Pilsner. Mr. Mixlilcbach dcvotc'd hi.< (Mitirc attention to that luisiness and
this enterprise proved very successful.

George Muehlebach was a member of the Swiss American Society and was

interested in all that pertained to the wiliare of hi.- native land. He wa$
also most loyal to his adopted country and was in full sympathy with its

free in.stitutions. Tie belonged to the Catholic church and was independent
in politics. In 18.S0 he married Margaret M. Be.-senl)acher. a daughter of
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John Bessenbacher, of Kansas City, who was of American birth but of Bavar-

ian lineage. They became parents of three children : George E.
; Sophronia

C, the wife of William Buchholz, first assistant prosecuting attorney of Kan-

sas City and a member of the firm of Kelly, Brewster & Buchholz; and Carl

A., who at the age of twenty years is superintendent of the brewery. The

father left to his family an excellent estate which he had built up after com-

ing to America.

George Edward Muehlebach pursued his education in the public schools

and in a German Catholic school of Kansas City, also attending Spalding's

Business College, from which he was graduated at the age of eighteen years.

He then became connected with his father's business as solicitor and collector

and when he had served in that capacity for two years he acted as superin-

tendent of the brewery and later was associated with the office work. He
thus gained a practical knowledge of the business in all of its departments
and in 1904 became a member of the firm and was chosen secretary and treas-

urer. Upon his father's death he succeeded to the presidency, having taken

over the management of the business the year before. He is now conducting
a well established enterprise which is bringing to the company a gratifying

profit.

Mr. Muehlebach is a member of various fraternal and social organiza-

tions. He belongs to the Elks and the Eagle lodges, to the Swiss-American

Society, to the Elmridge Club, the Manufacturers & Merchants Association

and the Rochester Hunt & Fish Clubs. He takes his annual vacation in

a trip each fall to the Indian Territory for hunting and fishing. His relig-

ious faith is that of the Catholic church. He is interested to a large extent

in Kansas City real estate, his property including his own home at No. 3672

Madison, in the suburb of Roanoke.

WILBUR H. DUNN.

Wilbur H. Dunn, superintendent of the parks of Kansas City, was born

in Baldwin, Kansas, September 8, 1864, a son of Brazilla C. and Elizabeth

(Gill) Dunn, the former a native of Ohio, and the latter of England. In

the schools of Baldwin Wilbur H. Dunn acquired his preliminary education,

which was supplemented by study in the University of Oregon, at Eugene,
that state, where he completed his education. He studied engineering in

the university but before completing the course engaged with the Northern

Pacific Rairoad Company, with which he was connected for two years, fol-

lowing its construction through Montana and Idaho till the main line was

completed in 1881. Three years later, in 1884, he came to Kansas City,

Missouri, and engaged in his profession of civil engineering in connection

with the Santa Fe and other railroads, radiating from Kansas City. He has

also been connected in a professional capacity with the Kansas City Cable

Street Railway construction. On leaving here he went to Atlanta, Georgia,

as engineer in charge of the construction of the Augusta Electric Railway
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and subsequently was engaged on the construction of the electric railways

of Chicago. He gained wide reputation in this connection for ability and skill

and the contracts awarded him were of an important character.

In 1896 Mr. Dunn became associated with the park board of Kansas

City as engineer to take the topography of Swope Park, and on the 20th

of May, 1904, was made superintendent of the city parks which position he

has since filled to the entire satisfaction of the board and the public. He
has been connected with the park system since the actual park improvement

began and has been largely instrumental in bringing the parks to their

preseftt state of development and beauty. He was the fir.-t in charge of all

the engineering for the improvements and later had general supervision of all

the parks, including the constructive work and the direction of the men. ]\Ir.

Dunn has high ideals which he works out along practical lines that have

produced tangible and effective results, making the park system of Kansas

City one of which its residents have every reason to be proud.
On the 31st of May, 188(3, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Dunn and

Miss Nellie Stone, of Basehor, Kansas. They have two daughters, Elta M.

and Norma I. Mr. Dunn is a Master Mason and is also identified with other

fraternal organizations, including the Woodmen and the Royal Arcanum.

In the latter he is a past regent. He is also a member of the American Asso-

ciation of Park Superintendents. He and his wife hold membership in the

Westport Avenue Presbyterian church and are interested in all that pertains

to the material, intellectual and moral progress of the city.

CHARLES 0. PROCTOR.

Charles 0. Proctor, who has been a resident of Kansas City from his

boyhood days and for a mimber of years a representative of extensive farm-

ing interests of the west, is now^ giving his attention largely to the develop-

ment of property interests. He was born in Athens, Tennessee, July 25, 1861.

His father, Charles Alfred Proctor, who became a resident of Kansas City in

1869, was born in Charlestown, Massachussetts, March 15, 1822. His parents

were Jacob and Lucrctia (Tufts) Proctor, the former a tanner, and later a

farmer, while his well directed business affairs eventually made him a capi-

talist. He was descended from old New England ancestry, his forefathers

having come to this covnitry in 1638 and settled at Littleton. ^Massachusetts,

where the old homestead is still in possession of the family. They were of

English lineage and a coat of arms was granted tlu'iii in 1460. Charles A.

I*i-(i<'t(ir hud fdur great-grand uncles in the revolutionary war and extended

mention is made (if the family in historical docnnu'iits of Littleton, Massa-

chusetts and New England.
Charles A. Pi'octor com])lct('d his education as a student in the medical

department of Harvard College at Caml)ridg(\ Massachussetts, with the class

of 1846. He was by nature and tcm])eranient (]uiet and of litei'ary tastes and

tendencies. It was natural therefore that he .-hould enter ujion a jirofessional
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career, and after his graduation from Harvard he engaged in the practice

of medicine at Stowe, Massachussetis. In that calling he met with success

and proved himself ably qualified to cope with the intricate problems that

continually confront the physician, but for some reason he became averse

to the use of medicine, giving up the practice to take up the study of assaying.
In 1852 he went to Ducktown, Tennessee, in the interests of Messrs. Condit

& Thurber, of New^ York city. He made many trips to the south for that

firm and also for Mr. Wetmore, of Newport, Rhode Island, and was in the

south at the time of the outbreak of the Civil war. As a refugee he made
his way through Hood's army and proceeded to the north. Following the

close of hostilities, however, he returned to the south in 1866 as superinten-
dent of the Tennci^see Coal & Railroad Company. In 18'o7 he went to

Marion, Indiana, where he built a large factory for the manufacture of hubs,

spokes and fellies. After conducting it for a time, however, he sold out and
on the 1st of May, 1869, arrived in Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr. Proctor located in that section of the city now known as Westport.
He did not engage actively in business afi'airs but having brought with him
to the west considerable capital, he loaned his money on farm lands mostly
in Kansas. Purchasing twenty acres of land at Westport he there erected a

home and because of an interest .in the work and because of the fact that

indolence and idleness were utterly foreign to his nature he engaged there in

horticultural pursuits, raising fruit largely as pastime.
While living in this locality Mr. Proctor served as a member of the

Westport school board from 1872 until 1876. He was a republican in his

political faith, but his various trips to the south gave him a wider view and
a more liberal judgment of that section of the country than was held by
most men of his time. In 1884 he returned east to New Hampshire and lived

amid the beautiful mountains of that district at Jaffrey until his death, which
occurred on the 29th of July, 1892. On the 19th of December, 1854, Mr.
Proctor had been married at Athens, Tennessee, to Miss Sarah Ann Mastin,
a native of that state. They were the parents of eight children : Alia Anna,
the wife of Ivan M. Marty, a resident of Petaluma, California; Martha Wil-

liams, the wife of Louis K. Scotford, of Chicago, Illinois; Charles Ormand,
who is the immediate subject of this review; Julia Mastin, the wife of Peter

Cook, who makes her home in Rio Vista, California
;
John Jacob, who wedded

Eva Rowl and lives in Kansas City; Lucretia Tufts, the wife of Erskin B.

McNear, of San Francisco, California; George Lawrence, who Ls located in

Rio Vista, that state; and Grace Darling, the wife of Robert M. Hall, a resi-

dent of Chicago, Illinois. The wife and mother departed this life in 1882,
while Mr. Proctor survived her for ten years. He is yet remembered by man^
of the early residents of Kansas City and Jackson county, where he was well

known as a capitalist and business man, who possessed many admirable social

qualities and his spirit of progressive citizenship was manifest in many ways.
Charles 0. Proctor in the days of his infancy was carried in his father';<>

arms a distance of three hundred miles to get him out of his native state

and away from the scene of conflict incident to the Civil war. He came to

Kansas City in his boyhood days and was educated in its public schools.
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When sixteen years of age he went ont njion the phiins where he herded cat-

tle. In 1890 he purchased six hundred and forty acres of land in Johnson

county, Kansas, where he made his home until a few years ago, his time and

energies being given to the supervision of his agricultural interests. He has

now sold live hundred and sixty acres of his land to the Strang Rairoad line

for two hundred dollars |)er acre and they have made an addition of this to

be known as Overland Park, a suburb of the city. ^Ir. Proctor is now inter-

ested in laying out a snl)url:) and in in)j)roving it and i- thus associated in the

material development of the west. In 1900 he erected hi^ present home at

No. 4343 Jefferson street on land formerly owned by his father and it has

since been his place of residence. He has also built many dwellings in this

vicinity and also sold a tract of land to the Corbin Realty Company, which

has now been improved under the name of Corbin Park.

^Ir. Proctor was married at Westport, October 1, 1888, to Miss Florence

Grul)er, of Marion, Kansas. They have one child, Martha. Mr. Proctor has

long been known here, his connection with the city covering a period of about

forty years, for although he has not resided here continuously the family
have always been interested in property here and Mr. Proctor has made fre-

quent trips to Kansas City while residing elsewhere. Pie has many friends

here who have known him from his bovhood davs and the fact that he eniovs

their warm regard is indicative of an upright, honorable life.

JOHN F. EATON.

John F. Eaton is a leading representative of insurance interests in Kan-
sas Citv, but while he has attained distinction in business circulars bv reason

of his success, he is equally well known in Missouri as a prominent Mason
and as a leader in coimnunity affairs, having been associated with many
movements for the exploitation of Kansas City's advantages and the jyroino-

tiou of its welfare. One of Missouri's native sons, he was born in St. Louis

in 1850. His father, .lolui Eaton, was a native of England and when a

young man came to America, being engaged in a general contracting busi-

ness in St. Louis for some time and afterward in (^uincy, Illinois, where he

died in 1867. His wife, Mary Frances Eaton, died in Kansas City, April

20, 1906, at the advanced age of seventy-seven years.

John F. Eaton is the second in a family of five children but only two are

living, his l)rother, Walter Y. Eaton, being also r. resident of Kansas City.

In rai'ly ])oyhood John V. Eaton accompanied his parents on their removal

to Qnincy. Illinois, and pni-.<ned his edneation in the j)u])lic schools of that

city. He enteri'd hn^ine-- life as a traveling salesman I'oi' a crockery and

glassware house, with which he conliinied for a ye.u". P\ivorable reports
of Kan-a< T'ity and its iios.-^ihi lilies led him to de.>ire lo beeome a I'csident

lii're ;nid acting npim this course which liis judgnuMit sanctioned, in July,
1881. he became identified with its bn-iness interests thi-ongh tlie establish-

ment of a wholesale ar(l retail crockery and gla--ware Im-ine-.- as jnnior ))art-
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ner of the firm of Erwin & Eaton at No. 612 Delaware street. The enterprise

proved a profitable undertaking. After fifteen years in mercantile lines Mr.

Eaton sold his interest in the business and turned his attention to insurance,

purchasing a half interest in the firm of Baird & Company. The firm name
was later changed to Baird, Eaton & Fulton, with offices in the Junction

building. They represent five of the important insurance companies and the

business of the firm is now very extensive. The senior partner died July 14,

1903, and Mr. Eaton then had entire charge, displaying excellent executive

ability in systematizing and controlling the varied interests of the company,
until October, 1903, when he sold out to Edwin Fulton.

Mr. Eaton, moreover, occupies a position of distinction in connection

with many of the popular fraternal and social interests of Kansas City. He
became a charter member of the Commercial Club, has been one of its active

workers and in 1896-97 served as a director. He is now a member of its

state and national legislative comittee. He also belongs to the Country Club

and to the Modern Woodmen of America, while in his Masonic connections

he has become known as one of the honored and prominent representatives

of Mansonry in the state, having served as grand commander of the Grand

Commandery of Knight Templars of Mis.souri. He is also past eminent com-

mander of Oriental Commandery, No. 35, K. T., is a Scottish Rite Mason

and has been honored with the thirty-third degree. He was president of the

Kansas City Karnival Krewe for the three years
—1898, 1899 and 1900, and

instituted and carried through various successful celebrations. He is a mem-
ber of the upper house of the city council at the present time, having been

one of only two democrats elected to that office two years ago. He is also in-

terested in the moral development of the community, having served as ves-

tryman and treasurer of Grace Episcopal churcli, of which he is a commu-
nicant.

In 1883 Mr. Eaton was married to Miss Flora MacMillan, of Blooming-

ton, Illinois, and theirs is an attractive home at No. 3123 Woodland avenue,

erected by Mr. Eaton about ten years ago. His interest in Kansas City is

one of contagious enthusiasm which finds tangible evidence in his practical

and untiring efforts for the city's welfare and upbuilding.

W. E. RYDER.

AV. E. Ryder, vice president and general manager of the Midland As-

bestos Manufacturing Company, was born in Ohio in 1867 and acquired

his education W'hile spending his boyhood days in his native city. Going to

Chicago in early manhood, he became connected with the asbestos manu-

facturing business about fifteen years ago, being associated with different

firms in that city and gaining a broad general knowledge of the business in

its various departments as he worked his way upward from one position to

another. As his promotions brought him a broader outlook and more

thorough understanding of the trade he became ambitious to engage in
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business on his own account and saw the realization of this hope when in

1900 he came to Kansas City and organized the Midhmd Asbestos Manu-

facturing Company, of which he has since been vice president and mana-

ger. His fellow officers in this concern are F. W. Fratt, president; John C.

Miller, secretary; and C. W. Long, treasurer. The company leased a build-

ing at the corner of Third and Highland streets, where they have a floor

space of fifty-two thousand five hundred feet and employ about one hun-

dred people. They manufacture asbestos materials for all building pur-

poses, insulating materials, pipe coverings, boiler coverings, etc. Their out-

put is placed upon the market through agencies and they also employ travel-

ing salesmen, sending their product from one end of the land to the other.

This enterprise is now one of the important productive industries of

the city and Mr. Ryder has devoted his entire time and attention thereto,

his previous practical experience being of essential value to him in the con-

duct of the enterprise, while his executive force and administrative ability

are also strong elements in its success. The plant is equipped with steam

power and all the latest improved machinery and they have installed their

own lighting plant. They also buy lumber and manufacture their

own shipping cases and the factory is entirely modern in every particular.

The business has been carefully systematized, so that there is no waste of

time, labor or materials and yet it has ever been the object of the house to

reach an ideal standard in business, in the personnel of the factory and

offices, in the character of the service rendered and in the quality of the

materials sent out.

Mr. Ryder was married in Defiance, Ohio, in 1894, to Miss Alice D.

D'oitrick. a native of the Buckeye state. They now have three children:

Willard, George and Richard. While a comparitively recent addition to

the business circles of Kansas City, Mr. Ryder is a man who at once makes

his presence felt, not because of any ostentation on his part but because he

possesses the strength of character and the energy that enables him to do

things and do them well. He has preferred to confine his attention to his

business affairs rather than to any active connection with public interests

and yet his influence is always given on the side of progress in municipal or

civic life.

NEHEMIAH HOLMES.

There are in every community a few people who note the trend of

events and the signs of the times indicating what the future has in store

for the locality and who labor to meet the conditions thai will arise; they

profit by their foresight and the city is bciunted by their enterprise. Such

a. man had Kan-^jas City in Xchemiah Holnics. He was born in New York
in January. 1826, a son of Nehcmiah and Clara (D-an) Holmes, whose fam-

ily of eight children numbered three sons and five daughters. He was the

seventh in order of l)irth. His father was for manv vears a merchant of
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New York city but afterward retired to a large farm in Westchester county,

New York.

Nehemiah Holmes acquired a good business education and also took up

engineering work. Leaving school at the age of eighteen years, he afterward

went to Aberdeen, Mississippi, where his brother and a partner, Mr. Kendall,

were conducting a large general mercantile establishment. Mr. Holmes be-

came associated with them and was soon made sole manager, for he dis-

played marked business capacity and enterprise. At the age of twenty years

he was admitted to a partnership in the business and continued in active

connection therewith until 1856, when after a most successful career he

closed out the business and came to Kansas City, where he remained until

his death on the 26th of April. 1873.

Coming to Kansas City with considerable capital, Mr. Holmes invested

largely in real-estate and identified himself with the interests and policy

of the new city, working for its upbuilding along the substantial lines that

are employed in building modern cities, utilizing every opportunity for pro-

moting the substantial growth which finds manifestation in extensive busi-

ness concerns and in those interests which are a matter of civic virtue and

civic pride. He was one of the best known and most highly respected of

the early settlers here and the growth, upbuilding and prosperity of Kansas

City was largely due to his energy and efforts. In 1868 he projected

the Kansas City & Westport horse railroad and also the Jackson county road

to the state line. At the time of his death he was the chief stockholder and

manager of this system of street car lines and has been called the father of

the street railroads of Kansas City. He was at the time of his death and
had been for many years president of the Mechanics'' Bank and was also en-

gaged in the insurance business. Mr. Holmes' death was recognized as a

public calamity, for none who knew aught of the history of the city failed

to feel what an important part he had taken in formulating its policy and

advancing its growth. He was perhaps a man of too decided views to be

popular and yet he enjoyed to the fullest extent the respect, confidence and

good will of those with whom he was associated.

In 1858 occurred the marriage of Nehemiah Holmes and Miss Mary
Rector Flowerree, a daughter of Colonel Daniel and Nancy (Rector) Flow-

erree. Four children were born of this union : Clarence, Walton H., Fred-

ericka and Conway F. He belonged to the Odd Fellows society and in 1858,

two years after his removal from Aberdeen, Mississippi, he was presented by
that lodge with a solid gold jewel of large size, together with regalia. He
had been grand worthy master of the lodge and had done much for its up-

building and development. In politics he was an old-line whig until the dis-

solution of the party and afterward became a democrat. He never forgot a

kindness or a friend and at all times held friendship inviolable, while as a

business man he enjoyed the fullest confidence of the public at large and
was recognized as an important factor in financial circles. While his busi-

ness interests were of extensive proportions and made heavy demands upon
his time and energies, he was nevertheless the promoter of many public enter-

prises for the upbuilding of the city, his interest in its welfar? being shown
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in many tangible ways. His philanthropy, too, was one of his strongly

marked characteristics, and as few do, he lived up to his ideas concerning the

responsibility of riches.

ROBERT J. MASON.

Robert J. Mason was one of those men whose forceful character, clear

vision and keen discernment resulted in a thorough understanding of a

business situation, while his energy enabled him to carry forward to success-

ful completion whatever he undertook. ISIoreover, he was deeply interested

in the welfare of the city and manifested his interest by tangible aid in many
movements for the public good. At the time of his death he was well

known in business circles as a member of the Christie Grain & Stock Com-

pany, having been a resident of Kansas City from 1887.

Mr. Mason was born in Mercer, Pennsylvania, Aug-ust 11, 1856, his

parents being Samuel R. and Jane (Smith) Mason, the latter a sister of the

Rev. Joseph T. Smith, who was one of the most prominent ministers of Bal-

timore, Maryland, in which city his death occurred. Both Mr. and Mrs.

Samuel R. Mason are yet living and each has attained the age of eighty

years. They reside in Mercer, Pennsylvania, where the father has been a

very prominent attorney for many years and is still engaged in active prac-

tice. He is the Nestor of the Mercer bar and the valued and honored president

of the Bar Association there. His history recording a life of activity con-

tinued to the present time should serve as a source of inspiration and encour-

agement to all with whom he comes in contact. He has held some very

prominent offices in the city and county and is honored as one whose life

has at all times been worthy the highest respect and confidence of his fellow-

men.

Robert J. Mason acquired his early education in the public schools of

Mercer, Pennsylvania, after which he took up the study of law in his father's

office, and later at Yale University and Lafayette College, completing his

law studies through his collegiate work. He then went to the west and settled

in Arizona, where for several years he engaged in mining silver, after which
he returned to his old home in Mercer, Pennsylvania, where he was admitted

to the bar and entered upon the practice of law in association with his father.

He was so engaged until 1887, when he removed to Kansas City and here

entered upon the practice of law in connection with Hayden Young, a very

prominent attorney of this city. After a short time, however, Mr. Mason
withdrew from active connection with the bar and" entered upon a partner-

ship with C. C. Christie, his brother-in-law, and with others formed the Christie

Grain & Stock Company, with offices at No. 707-714 Postal Telegraph build-

ing, this being one of the largest grain and stock firms of Kansas City and Mr.
Christie still remains as its president. Mr. Mason continued in business

throughout hi.- roiiiiuning days nnd contributed to the rapid growth, devel-
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opment and financial success which attended the enterprise. He was also

engaged in the real-estate business.

In 1885 Mr. Mason was married in Mercer, Pennsylvania, to Miss

Josephine L. Hoge, a native of New York, and a daughter of David and

Lucy (Griffin) Hoge. The paternal grandfather, who also bore the name
of David Hoge, was one of the pioneers and leading landowners and a rep-

resentative of a prominent old family of Ohio. Her father resided in Ohio

for many years and during an early epoch in the history of Iowa settled

in Davenport. He controlled a line of steamboats, operating on the Missis-

sippi river, throughout his remaining chn's and both he and his wife spent
the residue of their lives in Davenport. Two of his brothers were prominent
and well known men : Judge Joseph P. Hoge, who died while serving on the

supreme bench of California; and William Hoge, who was president of the

Wabash Railroad Company at the time of his death. The Hoge family is

well known throughout the United States and has been especially prominent
in the east.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mason was born one son, Robert Hoge Mason, who
is r&siding in Kansas City with his mother. In the early part of 1901 ]\Ir.

Mason became ill and returned to Arizona for his health. He died tliere sud-

denly on the 16th of May, 1901. He was always much interested in the

upbuilding and im^jrovement of Kansas City, but was never an ofhce seeker

although a stanch republican in politics. He was a good story teller and

possessing a kindly, affable manner, he made many friends. Both he and

his wife were members of the Second Presbyterian church and loyal to

its teachings and its principles. His sterling characteristics were ever such

as to win for Mr. Mason the confidence and good will of those with whom
he came in contact, while his business methods placed him among the sub-

stantial residents of Kansas City. Mrs. Mason and her son now reside with

her brother, Mr. Christie, in a beautiful residence at the northeast corner

of Forty-seventh street and Rock Hill road, and in leading social circles she

is well known.

GEORGE E. W^OLLASTON.

George E. Wollaston, who was a w^ell known contractor and builder of

Kansas City, where many evidences of his skill and handiwork are seen in

substantial structures here, became a resident of the city in 1883. He w^as a

native of Stanton, Delaware, born November 10, 1842. The Wollaston family

was originally of Welsh lineage and the first representatives of the family in

America came on the Mayflower, settling in Delaware, where they owned a

large farm near Wilmington. The eldest brother of our subject still resides

at the ancestral home and one of the principal streets of Wilmington has been

named in honor of the family. The grandfather was a prominent merchant

and large slave owner in Delaware in early days and in later life retired,- his

capital enabling him to enjoy the comforts and luxuries of life. Joseph and
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Mary Wollaston, parents of George E. Wollaston, were both natives of Dela-

ware where the father engaged in farming and afterward lived retired until

his death, both he and his wife passing away in the state of their nativity.

George E. Wollaston attended the public schools of Stanton and of Wil-

mington, Delaware, acquiring a good education, while in his youth he also

assisted his father in the operation of the home farm. Starting out in business

life on his own account he purchased a farm between Stanton and Wilmington,
Delaware, and there engaged in general agricultural pursuits until he came
to the west. In the meantime, however, he had responded to the country's
call for troops, following the outbreak of hositilties between the north and the

south, enlisting as a member of Company E, Fifth Delaware Infantry. He
served throughout the war and participated in many battles of importance
but was never injured. Much of the time at the front he suffered from ear

and throat troubles and in 1865 he was honorably discharged, after which he

returned to his home in Delaware with a most creditable military record.

Mr. Wollaston continued his agricultural pursuits in his native state until

his removal to Iowa, where he purchased a tract of land near Sioux City.

There he again engaged in farming and raising cattle and was a great lover of

fine cattle, always keeping very high grade stock. He continued upon his

Iowa farm until 1883, when he came to Kansas City, where his remaining

days were passed. He had already become acquainted to some extent with the

contract business in his younger years and upon his arrival in Kansas City,

where much building was going on, he at once turned his attention to con-

tracting and building and soon secured an extensive patronage, necessitating

the employment of a large number of men. He was also interested in partner-

ship with Mr. Stark in what is known as the old Stark farm near Kansas City
but the greater part of his time and attention was given to his building opera-
tions until he suffered a stroke of paralysis and was unable to engage in busi-

ness longer. He was thoroughly reliable and trustworthy, faithfully executing
his part of a contract to the very letter and he had many friends here, es-

pecially among the real-estate men.

After coming to Kansas City Mr. Wollaston was married to Mrs. Ellen

A. Drennon, a native of Cincinnati, Ohio, and a daughter of James W. and

Mary (Kahaler) Sheridan, the latter a native of Ireland, while Mr. Sheridan

was born in Springfield, MavSsachusetts, and was an own cousin of General

Phil Sheridan. He followed merchandising and also carried on farming near

Cincinnati, Ohio, in early life, while during his later years he lived retired in

the city, both he and his wife spending their last days in Cincinnati. Mrs.

Wollaston was the widow of Jamas W. Drennon, a native of Decatur, Illinois,

who engaged in general merchandising in Memphis, Tennessee, and afterward

in Des Moines, Iowa, for many years. He died in Corydon, Iowa, November

4, 1895. There were three children by that marriage but Darwin E. and Eva
both died in infancy. The eldest, Alice, became the wife of L. Hart Robinson,
who is engaged in the theater business in Chicago and Mrs. Robinson spends
much of her time in Kansas City with her mother Mrs. Wollaston.

The death of Mr. Wollaston occurred February 24, 1907. It was the

occasion of doop regret to many who know him and had loarnod to respect him
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because of his activity and reliability in business, his progressiveness in citizen-

shi}) and his faithfulness in friendship. He was a stanch republican in pol-

itics, taking an active interest in the growth and success of the party, yet never

seeking nor desiring office. For many years he was an interested, active and

valued member of the Grand Army post and also held membership relations

with the Modern Woodmen of Kansas City. His life was at all times in har-

mony with that of an honorable and honored ancestry and his memory is yet

cherished by many who knew him. Mrs. Wollaston owns a residence at No.

4405 Main street, where she is now living.

JAMES H. DAYTON.

One after another men rise from obscurity to prominence in the busi-

ness world, thus giving demonstration of their power for executive man-

agement or for industrial skill. While all this is laudable and worth while^

it is not, however, the thing which wins for the indivdual a lasting place in

the memory of his associates. Mr. Dayton possessed in large measure those

traits of character which endeared him to his fellowmen, and caused his

memory to be sacredly cherished by those with whom he was associated. He
was born in Hampshire county, Virginia, in 1836. His father, Roland S.

Dayton, was also a native of the Old Dominion, and there owned an exten-

sive plantation and many slaves. His landed possessions embraced several

hundred acres along the Potomac river, and his place was one of the most

highly improved properties bordering that classic stream. His wife was

Nancy Dawson and to them were born nine children, of whom James H.

Dayton was the eldest.

Reared in the county of his nativity, James II. Dayton acquired his

education in Virginia and was identified with his father's plantation until

after the outbreak of the Civil war, when he enlisted as a member of the

Fourth Virginia Infantry and served throughout the period of hostilities.

He raised a company for active duty and was later promoted to the rank

of colonel. He was one of the company that stormed Vicksburg on the

31st of May, and was wounded before the city. He was also with Sherman
on the celebrated march to the sea, and participated in the military move-

ments in the Shenandoah valley. Although reared in the south and loving
that section of the country with the strength of an ardent nature in its

attachment to the place of nativity, he nevertheless felt that the south was

wrong in its attempt to destroy the powers of the Federal government, and

in this, as in every relation of life, he stood manfully by his principles.

When the war was over Mr. Dayton made his way to the west, pro-

ceeding up the river by boat to St. Joseph, Missouri, where he remained

until 1878. He was recognized as a prominent and influential citizen there,

and left the impress of his individuality upon municipal affairs by his serv-

ice as a member of the city council through a long period. The year 1878

witnessed his arrival in Kansas City, where he engaged in business with the
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firm of Haiiiia & Company. Subsequently he Ijecame a member of the firm

of Grimes, Woods, Le Force & Company, in which business he was active

as buyer for the house until his demise in 1888. He was recognized as a

man of business ability, and occupied a position of responsibility, enjoying
to the full extent the confidence of those whom he represented.

Mr. Dayton was married in Virginia, in 1859, to Miss ]\Iary E. Dunn,
a daughter of ]\Iichael Dunn, of the Old Dominion, who was engaged in

merchandising in West Virginia for many years. He married Lucinda

Cecil, a descendant of Lord Cecil, of Baltimore, and his death occurred in

March, 1907, at the venerable age of ninety-three years. Unto ]\lr. and Mrs.

Dayton were born two children. Mary Virginia became Mrs. T. F. Moore

and (lied fourteen years ago, leaving a daughter, Helen M., who is the wife

of Thomas Bright. They have one son, Thomas Moore Bright, and

it is with this family that Mrs. Dayton now makes her home. One other

daughter, Mrs. Addie Foster McGuire, has also passed away.
Mr. Dayton gave his political allegiance to the republican party, and

was a stalwart advocate of its principles. In his fraternal relations he was

a Mason, and in his life exemplified the beneficent spirit of the craft. He
was deeply interested in all that pertained to the welfare of his city or pro-

moted the welfare of his fellowmen, yet his interests centered in his fam-

ily, and he found his greatest happiness with his wife and daughters at his

own fireside. His friends ever found him faithful and loyal, yet his best

traits of character were reserved for the home, where he was known as a

devoted, considerate and loving husband and father, always watchful for the

interests of those near and dear to him and counting no personal effort or

sacrifice on his part too great if it would advance their joy or comfort.

JOHN PUNTON, M. D.

Dr. John I'uiitoii. a distinguishtd neurologist of Kansas City, was born

ill LfMidoii. England, July 12. IS")"), a son of William and I'mily ((iuni-

brall) i'untnn. Tli.< ])aternal grandfather, William Tunton, was a barrister

of London, who died in the prime of life, while his widow afterward came

to the United States in company with her eldest son, John, for whom Dr.

Punton was named. This son engaged in the ship business and cai'ed for

his mother until her demise. Another .-on of the family. William Pnnton.

fallier of Dr. Punton, was an \ipholsterer and died at tlu' age of si.\t.\-three

years. He married Emily (lumbrall, a daughter of Tliomas Grund:)all, a

farmer of south England, wliere he and ]\\< wife passed away at an ad-

vanced age. T^nto William and I'^mily Punton wei'e born eight children,

of wliom Mliza and honi.-a came to America, were married hei'e, the former

dying at the age of thirty years; and the latter still living in Nebraska.

William, the eldest son. ha- been ]ii'ineipal of the schools of Heigate near

London for thiiiv vears.
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Marianne and Minnie are married and living in London. Julia is the

wife of Professor Smith, principal of a large school at Tunbridge Wells,

England. Alfred, the youngest son, came to America when twelve years

of age and is now a practicing dentist at Mount Pleasant, Iowa.

Dr. Punton is indebted to the common schools of England for the early

educational privileges he enjoyed and at the age of sixteen years he became

companion to a wealthy gentleman, with whom he traveled through Eu-

rope for three years, gaining that knowledge, experience and culture which

only travel can bring. Becoming imbued with the desire to make his home
in America, he crossed the Atlantic to the new world in 1874 and soon after-

ward made his way to Jacksonville, Illinois, where he secured a position

a.s nurse at the Central Hospital for Insane. While thus engaged he took

up the study of pharmacy and was advanced to the position of druggist. In

1878-9 he pursued a course of medical lectures in the medical department
of the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and on the expiration of nine

months in that school returned to his old position as druggist in connection

with the Central Hospital for Insane at Jacksonville, Illinois. There he re-

mained for three years, continuing his medical studies under the direction

of the hospital faculty and through his labors accumulating means sufficient

to enable him to follow a special course of study which he had mapped
out for himself. In 1882 he entered the Miami Medical College at Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, and was graduated the following year.

Thus qualified for practice, Dr. Punton located at Lawrence, Kansas,

and was soon afterward appointed to the position of city physician. After

eighteen months the president of the state board of charities of Kansas of-

fered him the superintendency of one of the new insane asylum buildings

then being erected at Topeka, involving the care of three hundred patients.

With laudable ambition for advancement, he embraced the broader oppor-

tunity thus offered, there continuing until 1888, when he pursued a special

course of study under Professor Hay in the Northwestern Medical College

of Chicago. He then located for practice in Kansas City, where he still

resides, and in the interim he has attained high rank as a neurologist. In

1892 he spent a year in Europe, attending prominent hospitals to observe

the treatment of nervous diseases by eminent authorities on that subject in

the old world. He has also pursued special courses of study in the New York

Post Graduate School and the Polyclinic School of Medicine, graduating in

both of these. In 1895 he again visited Europe for further investigation,

study and research. He has continually advanced in his chosen profession

until he has gained a position of distinction accorded by the medical fra-

ternity as well as the public at large. He was one of the founders and has

been president of the Kansas City Academy of Medicine and the vice presi-

dent of the Missouri State Medical Association. He holds membership with

the American Neurological Association, the American Psychological Asso-

ciation, the American Medical Association, the Jackson County and many
other medical associations. He is a trustee and also the secretary and pro-

fessor of nervous and mental diseases in the University Medical College,

clinical neurologist to the City Hospital and to various other hospitals of



94 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

the city, besides the Fri.-^en Raih-oad System and the Southerii Kansas. He
is a member of the board of directors of the P'edcrated Charities and editor

of the Kansas City Medical Index Lancet. In 1890 he established a private

sanitarium for the treatment of nervous and mental diseases, which is now
located at Thirtieth street and Lydia avenue. With broad knowledge of

the general principles of medicine and surgery, he ha^ in recent years con-

centrated his energies upon the treatment of nervous and mental disorders,

continual!}' advancing in skill and proficiency until he is recogized as one

of the foremost neurologists of the day.

On the ITtli of July. 1884, at Jacksonville. Illinois, Dr. Punton was

married to Miss Frances Evelyn Spruill. a daughter of the Rev. W. F. T.

Spniill, then pastor of the Methodist church of that city. Mrs. Punton was

born in Paris, Kentucky, and is a graduate of the literary and fine art de-

partments of the Illinois Female College at Jacksonville. Of the five chil-

dren born to the Doctor and his wife four are living: Frank Gibson, John

Morse, William Bruce and Charles Wesley.
Dr. and Mrs. Punton are connected with the Grand Avenue Methodist

Episcopal church, of which he is an official member and trustee. He was

reared in the faith of the Church of England but on coming to the new
world became identified with the Methodist denomination. In Masonry he
has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and is a Noble

of the Mystic Shrine. He is a self-made man and in a review of his history
it is a noticeable fact that he began life with a definite purpose in view,
worked honestly, faithfully and with a. will for its accomplishment, and
now enjoys a reputation that is by no means limited to the boundaries of

Missouri. A man of progressive ideas, fine attainments, high minded, who
has made the most of his opportunities in life. Dr. Punton has risen to a
foremost place among the representatives of the medical fraternity of the

nation.

GEORGE PENCE SNYDER.

George Pence Snyder, vice president and secretary of the Urie-Snyder
Iron Works Company, wa.- born at Columbus, Indiana, July 22, 1861. His

father, John Snyder, was a native of Virginia but spent the greater part of

his life in Louisville, Kentucky, where he was engaged in the wholesale

grocery business until his death in 1875. Llis wife, who in her maidenhood
was Sarah Pence, was a native of Columbus, Indiana, and is living in Inde-

pendence, Mi.^souri, at the age of eighty years.

The schools of Louisville })rovided Mr. Snyder with the educational

privileges that cjualified him foi- life's practical and responsible duties. He
pursued his studies to the age of eighteen years and then came to Kansas

City, where he entered upon his business career in tli(^ em))loy of Perrin &

Snyder, wholesale dealers in fancy groceries, as a traveling salesman. After

representing that house ujion the road for three years he traveled for Eby
Dowden & Company, wliolesale groceries for four years, after which he
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joined his older brother, the late R. M. Snyder, in the mortgage and loan

business, which they conducted for about seven years. In the meantime

they organized the Mechanics Bank, of Kansas City, of which they were

proprietors, George P. Snyder acting as cashier of the institution, which

they conducted successfully for ten years, when they organized the City
National Bank and transferred the deposits of the Mechanics Bank to the

City National, discontinuing the former. Of the new bank R. M. Snyder
was president; G. P. Snyder, cashier; and J. G. Strain, vice president.

Three years later, in 1882, Mr. Snyder and his brother sold their inter-

est in the bank. A year previous the Urie Boiler & Machine Company had
been organized, Mr. Snyder being one of the members of it. Upon severing
his connection with the bank he became an active member of the new con-

cern, assuming the management of the office and the finances of the business,

to which he has since given his entire attention. In 1905 he increased

his stock to a half interest and the name was changed to the Urie-Snyder
Iron Works Company. At the time he assumed the financial management
of the business in 1902 the enterprise consisted of a small boiler and

machine shop on West Fifth street, worth about twenty thousand dollars.

In five years the business has grown to such an extent that they now occupy
a large j)lant covering an entire block on the Kansas City belt line tracks

at Sheffield. The new plant was built by them and opened in August, 1905.

Here they employ about sixty men. They make a specialty of the manu-
facture of a patent vertical boiler which is built without flues, but in addi-

tion they also do all kinds of plate and sheet iron work, make tanks of every

description, boilers to an}' specifications, smokestacks, breechings, dredges
for placer mining, and a general line of contractors' tools and supplies. The

growth of their business has been steady and has come without any special

solicitation, being a tribute to the merit of their output. Mr. Snyder is also

interested in oil and gas properties in Oklahoma and the Indian Territory

and has invested to some extent in Kansas City real estate.

On the 11th of March, 1889, Mr. Snyder was married to Miss Nellie

Bassett, a daughter of Captain Leslie Bassett, of Fairfield, Iowa, the wed-

ding being celebrated in Olathe, Kansas, where Mrs. Snyder was a teacher

of articulation in the deaf and dumb school. She is well known in musical

circles in Kansas City, for she possesses an unusually fine lyric soprano
voice and for many years sung in the leading churches of this city and of

Independence, Missouri, but with the death of their son she practically re-

tired from society. Their son was Lawrence Bryant Snyder, who w^as killed

in a street car accident February 28, 1905, at the age of fifteen years, while

a student in the Central high school. R. M. Snyder, the brother of George
P. Snyder, and for many years his business associate, was killed in an auto-

mobile accident two years ago. He was considered one of the greatest

financiers of this part of the country and one of the best known and most

highly esteemed business men and citizens of Kansas City. The family

residence of Mr. and Mrs. Snyder is No. 3516 Michigan avenue.

Mr. Snyder usually advocates the principles of democracy but is not a

supporter of Bryan, and his last presidential votes were cast for McKinley
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and Roosevelt. He is a member of the First Christian church and has been

a generous supporter of church and charitable interests, his benevolence,

however, being entirely without ostentation. He is a great lover of fishing

and twice each year makes a trip to northern Wisconsin for a few weeks'

rest and recreation, spending the first two weeks in June and the month of

August in this way, his wife always accompanying him on the latter trip.

On one of these trips two years ago he caught a great muskellunge weigh-

ing twenty-four pounds, which he had mounted in Chicago and which is

now on display at the Schmeltzer Arms Company of this city. He is a

man of frank, genial nature, without ostentation or display, devoted to his

business, his home and his friends.

ANDREW J. BAKER.

Andrew J. Baker, a Kansas City capitalist, was born in Saratoga, New

York, October 1, 1836, and his life record is an exemplification of the state-

ment of a well known financier, who said: ''Success is a combination of the

opportunity and the man—but first the man." Throughout his entire busi-

ness life, Andrew J. Baker, actuated by a spirit of determination and ambi-

tion has not only utilized the opportunities that have presented but has

sought out others and as the years have passed has advanced far on the road

to prosperity
—a road which is open to all.

]\Ir. Baker was a son of Titus and Jerusha (Flagler) Baker, both of

whom were natives of the state of New York. The father was one of a

large family who settled in the Empire state at an early day. Born and

reared in the east, he afterward removed to Indiana, where he followed

the occupation of farming and spent his last years.

In 1854 Andrew J. Baker began railroading on the Ohio & Missis-

sippi Railroad, now the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, running from Seymour,

Indiana, to Cincinnati, Ohio, for fifteen years. In 1869 he became a resi-

dent of Kansas City, at thnt time accepting a position as conductor on the

Missouri Pacific Railroad, his run being from this point to St. Louis. He
continued in that position for seven years and afterward went upon the

farm now owned by the Armour estate, seven miles south of the city. He

purchased the place, comprising two hundred and seven acres, south of the

city on the Wornall road, made it his place of residence for four years and

during that time erected buildings and fences and otherwise improved the

property prior to selling it to Samuel Wornall. He afterward purchased a

place near the Major Warner home and built a fine residence there, which

he occupied for two years. On the expiration of (hat period he again sold

out and purchased thirty-six acres at the end of the Roanoka car line,

known as the Mellier place. Upon that tract he built a residence, occupied it

for some time, and then sold out. It has since been platted and sold for

building purposes and now the cut ire tract is covered witli residences.
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Mr. Baker next purchased property in Hyde Park, built a home there

at a cost of twenty thousand dollars and occupied it until after the death of

his wife on the 2d of January, 1890, selling it the following year. He^ went
to New York with the purpose of educating his children, putting his

daughter in a convent there and his sons in St. John'.s College. He con-

tiiuied in the east for six years, after which he went to Paris, where he

spent two years, that his daughter might enjoy the educational advantages
offered in that cit}', and during the periods of vacation they traveled

through Switzerland and to other places on the continent. Mr. Baker has

crossed the water altogether eighteen times and is almost as much at home
on European soil as in his native land.

In 1901 he returned to Kansas City and erected the Netherlands, a

modern apartment building, three stories in height and containing apart-
ments of six rooms each. The lot is two hundred and forty-six by one hun-

dred and forty-two feet. In 1905 he met a demand of the modern city,

erecting the Engadine apartments, which he named after a favorite resort

in Switzerland, and which consists of eleven suites of two rooms each with

bath. He also has other property interests here and from his realty inter-

ests derives a gratifying annual income.

In 1860 Mr. Baker was married, in Seymour, Indiana, to Miss Eliza

Durham, of that state, and they had five children, but Jessie, the eldest, and

Jack, the youngest, are now deceased. The two living sons are Edwin and

Arthur, the former of St. Louis, managing a hotel, and the latter of New
York city. The daughter. Bertha, is the wife of Prank A. Barr, connected

with Illinois Central Railroad, living in Chicago.
INIr. Baker's career is notably that of a self-made man who owes his ad-

vancement not to any fortunate combination of circumstances but to the

fact that he has recognized and known how to improve opportunities, and
thus he has made steady advancement in the business world until, long
since leaving the ranks of the many, he stands today among the successful

few.

EDWARD F. TOBENER.

Edward F. Tobener is now practically living retired after years of active

connection with the real-estate and building interests in Kansas City. He
was born in the old Tobener block, at the corner of Fifteenth street and

Grand avenue, on the 2d of March, 1869, and is a son of Henry Tobener,

who was a leading and influential citizen at an early day and who is men-

tioned on another page of this volume. When he had reached the usual age

the boy was sent to school, pursuing his studies in the Humboldt and

Morse schools, while later he attended Spalding's Business College. Early
in his career he engaged with his father in the conduct of a livery stable

and also collected rents and looked after the real-estate interests of his

father for a number of years. As Henry Tobener prospered in his under-

takings he invested more and more largely in property and thus his realty
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interests made heavier demands npon the time and attention of Edward F.

Tobener as the years passed by. In connection with his fathor he did con-

siderable building and thus figured in the business circles of the city as a

prominent, enterprising factor. He is, however, now living retired, save that

he devotes some time to the raising of fine pigeons. He has imported a

great many from Germany of the most improved varieties and finds this

work most congenial and interesting.

Mr. Tobener was married in Kansas Citv in 1896 to Miss ]\Iarv Mueller,

who was born in Belleville, Illinois, a daughter of John Mueller, of that

city, and they now have one son, Henry. Mr. Tobener erected a fine resi-

dence at No. 1412 Bales street and it has been his home since its completion
in 1904. He has always been a leader in the ranks of the democratic ]iarty

and believes that in its principles lies the solution of popular government.
His entire life having here been passed, the city and its welfare are dear to his

heart and he gives substantial assistance to many movements which are of

value in the work of public improvement. His life is exemplary in many
respects and his activity and keen discernment in business have constituted

the salient features in a prosperous career that now^ enables him to live re-

tired, deriving a substantial income from his invested interests.

COLONEL GEORGE PEERY GROSS.

Colonel George Peery Gross, a Confederate veteran of the Civil war, a

Spanish war veteran, a member of the National Guard and connected through

ancestry with the War for Independence, being now president of the Sons

of the American Revolution, is a citizen in whom' patriotism has always been

a salient characteristic. He was born at Van Buren, Arkansas, November 21,

1847. His father, George Gross, was a native of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and

a manufacturer of leather. He served in the Confederate army in the com-

missary department, holding a staff" position. The paternal grandfather, Jacob

S. Gro.-;s, was a lieutenant in a Pciiii.-ylvania regiment during the war of

1812, while tlic great-grandfather, John Gross, was a captain of the Third

Pennsylvania Regiment in the Revolutidiiary war. Michael Gro.«>. an uncle

of our .-ubjcct, was also a .soldier, serving with General AValker at Nicai-agua

in the filibustering expedition. All of the above \vere officers and the military

record of the family is one of which its members have reason to be proud.
The mother of Colonel Gros.s, of this review, was Lockcy Pet-ry. a native of

Tazewell, Virginia, who was married, however, in Washington county, Mis-

souri, to George Gross. His death occurred in Kansas City. The mother also

passed away there and both Avere laid to rest in a cemetery at Van Buren.

Arkansas.

Colonel Gross, of this review, accpiircd a limited educatiini in the public
schools of Van Buren. He was but fourteen and a half years of age when
he joined the Confederate army, serving for three and a half years in defense

of the .southern cause. He was with Major Buck Brown's Battalion of Tnde-
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pendent Rangers and later was transferred to ]\Iajor General James F. Fagan's
escort company. Subsequently he served with the Missouri troops in a cam-

paign against General Banks' expedition up the Red river, and he also saw

service against General Steele's advance out of Little Rock to Shreveport,
Louisiana. He participated in the battles at Mansfield, Pleasant Hill,

Louisiana, and Jenkins Ferry, Arkansas, and in several engagements in the

Indian Territory. At the close of the war he surrendered at Little Rock and
took the oath of allegiance to support the constitution of the United States,

being at that time eighteen years of age. When the war was over Colonel

Gross engaged in merchandising at Van Buren, Arkansas, becoming connected

with a store there in 1866. He continued to reside at Van Buren until 1874,

which year witnessed his arrival in Kansas City. Here he entered the em-

ploy of the Duncan-Wyeth Hardware Company, which was later succeeded

by the Hall & Willis Hardware Company. He traveled all over the west sell-

ing goods for tho.'^e houses until 1887, when he accepted a similar position
with the Kansas City Hardware Company, continuing with that concern for

a year. He then resigned to engage in business on his own account, becom-

ing manufacturers' agent for several eastern manufacturing companies, which
he represented in that capacity until 1898.

In the meantime Colonel Gross had gained some military experience,
for on the 26th of May, 1891, he was appointed by Governor W. J. Stone

as quartermaster of the Third Regiment of the Missouri National Guard. On
the 22d of December, 1893, he resigned and Avas elected first lieutenant of

Battery B, Missouri National Guard, being commissioned as such by Governor
Stone. On the 31st of March, 1894, he was again appointed and commis-
sioned by Governor Stone quartermaster of the Third Regiment, and on the

10th of April, 1895, he was elected lieutenant colonel of the Third Regiment
followed by election to the colonelcy on the 24th of October of the same year.
At the breaking out of the Spanish-American war he was appointed and
commissioned colonel of the Third Missouri Regiment of the United States

Volunteer Infantry, the commission bearing date April 27, 1898. His com-

mand was attached to the Second Army Corps at Camp Alger and he marched
with his regiment and Second Division of the Second Army Corps to Thor-

oughfare Gap, Virginia, and thence was sent to Camp Mead, Pennsylvania,
to join the army corps. He saw seven months' service and when the country
no longer needed the militant aid of her loyal citizens he returned to his

home.

Colonel Gross then engaged in the business of selling mines and mineral

and timber lands. He is interested in a number of mining properties and at

the present time (1908) he is president of the Manhattan Gold Crest Mining
Company of Manhattan, Nevada. He is also secretary and treasurer of the

Logan Copper Company of Arizona, which properties are in the course of

development, and in their ownership he is associated with several prominent
Kansas City capitalists. His oflRce is at No. 1008 Commerce building. He
has made a close study of the mining conditions, interests and possibilities of

the west and has good reason to believe that his investments have been placed
in valuable mining properties. He owns valuable zinc mining land in
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northern Arkansas and he is al<o sole owner and manufacturer of a l)uruer

for fuel oil.

Colonel Gross was married to Miss Martha Vincil at St. Louis, Missouri,

a daughter of Rev. John D. Vincil, a minister of the Methodist Episcopal

church, South, who is well known in his denomination and was for twenty-

one years secretary of the Masonic Grand Lodge of Missouri, which position

he held at the time of his death. Colonel and Mrs. Gross have never had any

children of their own but have reared a nephew, Harry ^Miller, who is a

young man well and favorably known in Kansas City. During the Spanish-

American war he served as a lieutenant of one of the companies in his uncle's

regiment. Colonel Gross and his wife are well known socially in the city.

Mrs. Gross is the president of the Southwest Missouri board of home missions

and president of the board of city missions
;
and is also president of the United

Daughters of the Confederacy. In his political views Colonel Gross has always

been a stalwart democrat and upon the party ticket he was placed in nomina-

tion for the office of county collector in 1900. Although defeated, his op-

ponent won the election by a very small majority, Colonel Gross polling a

large vote. He is now president of the local camp of the Sons of the Amer-

ican Revolution and was the first commander of General John C. Bates Camp,
No. 7, of the United Spanish War Veterans, also brigadier general command-

ing the Western Brigade of the Missouri Division of the United (Confederate

Veterans. He is a man of fine presence and soldierly bearing, his appearance

giving evidence of his military experience. Throughout the greater part of

his life he has been connected with some military organization and he greatly

enjoys the association with his comrades of the Civil and Spanish-American
wars and of the National Guard, meeting them as he does at various camp-
fires. Fraternally Colonel Gross is a Mason and an Elk and he belongs to

the Methodist Episcopal church. South.

In 1898 he made [ipplication to the United States government for the

position of colonel in a United States Volunteer Regiment for the purpose of

service in the Philippines. These positions, however, are given to regular

officers, an established rule of the war department, and Mr. Gross was offered

the appointment as major, Avhich he declined. The application was accom-

panied by the following endor.^ements, which show in what high esteem ho

is held:
„ ,, ,, .,

, Gallatin, Missouri, March 22, 1899.
To the President :

—
Geo. P. Gross, Esq.. late Colonel of the Third Mo. Vols, in the recent

war with Spain, desires an a{)[)ointment as Colonel under the army reorganiza-

tion act. Col. Gross i.-^ an accomplished gentleman, a splendid soldier and I

am sure will acquit himself with credit in the [)osition he seeks. He saw

four years of active service in the war of 'Gl-TrS and is therefore peculiarly
well fitted for the comniand of a regiment. His ap))ointment I am sure would

be very agreeable to the citizens of Missouri, and f sincerely hope you may
see your way clcai' to ninkc if. With best wishes.

Very tiuily y(»urs,

Alex. ^r. Doekery,

(Member of Congress 0th Di.strict.)
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SAMUEL H. CHILES,

Manshal of Jackson County.
Kansas City, Mo., March, 1899.

Hon. Secretary of War,
Washington. D. C.'&^

Dear Sir:—
I take pleasure in recommending Col. Geo. P. Gross, late commander of

the 3rd Mo. Infantry for the appointment of Colonel of the Mo. U. S. Vol.

Infantry to be raised in the Missouri field.

Col. Gross is a gentleman of military culture, courageous and expe-

rienced in the art of war, having done service in the Civil War on the side

of the Lost Cause, during which his service was commendable as evinced by
those who served with him in that struggle. His appointment to that posi-

tion would meet the hearty approval of the whole state of Missouri and more

especially of his comrades of Camp 80, U. C. V. of Kansas City, Mo.

S. C. Ragan, Capt. Comm'd'g Camp 80, U. C. V., K. C, Mo.

(United Confederate Veterans.)

EAGLE MANUFACTURING CO.

Kansas City, Mo., March 28, 1899.

The Hon. Sec'y. of War,
Sir:—

I am informed that Col. Geo. P. Gross contemplates the organization

of a regiment of Infantry, under the late act of Congress for the increase

of the Army.
The Colonel has had extended experience in that of the Civil War,

Colonel of the 3rd Mo. National Guards, which he reorganized at the call of

the President for troops, and commanded the same, until the close of the

Cuban War. He is in full vigor of manhood, and seems to be born for ]\Iili-

tary service. His recognition by you, would gratify not only Kansas City,

but his extended acquaintance of friends. Your department would be sure

of an efficient officer as well. Hoping we may be recognized in him by

you, I am,
Verv respectfully your obedient servant,^

H. F. Devol,

Late Col. 36th Ohio Vol.

(Brevet Brig. General). Gen. Russell A. Alger, Sec'y of War,

Washington, D. C.

KANSAS CITY POSTOFFICE.

Otfice of the Postmaster.

Kansas City, Jackson Co., Mo., 3, 16, '99.

To the Honorable Secretary of War,

Washington, D. C.

My Dear Sir:—

Colonel Gross, of this city is an applicant for the appointment
to the Colonelcy under the new Army Bill and I desire to express to you
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my sincere and unqualified endorsement for Colonel Gross and beg to acquaint

you with a few facts pertaining to this matter.

He is a man of fine intelligence and splendid physique and of good

character and a host of friends in the state of ^Missouri, and particularly in

this city. He was a private in the Confederate army, he afterwards became

the Colonel of the 3rd Regiment of Missouri National Guards and took his

regiment as Colonel into the Spanish American service and all Army Ofhcers,

I think, will agree that he presented one of the best regiments that was

called into the service and they made a splendid showing under all circum-

stances, although they never got into attual fighting.

After the war was over his regiment w^as mustered out at Kansas City and

thereafter Colonel Gross resigned his commission as Colonel to the Governor

of the state under the National Guard service.

He is strongly supported by not only Democrats but also by Republi-

cans, all of whom have, and do yet, thoroughly appreciate his military quali-

fications. He is a man capable of commanding, and possessing that judgment
which would justify the assertion that he could be relied upon to make no

mistakes for his government.
I take great pleasure in commending him to your favorable considera-

tion and trust that when Missouri's interests are taken up in reference to

these appointments that Kansas City may be represented by Colonel Gross,

in the position above indicated.

I have the honor to subscribe myself.

Yours very truly,

S. S. Scott.

I join the other friends of Colonel Gross in recommending his appoint-

ment.

William Warner.

FARRAGUT-THOMAS POST, NO. 8.

Department of Missouri, G. A. R.

Kansas City, Mo., April 4, 1899.

Col. Geo. P. Gross,

3rd Regt. U. S. Vol. Inf.,

Kansas City, Mo.

Dear Sir:—
We, ex-Union Soldiers of '61 to '65, entertaining a profound respect for

the fighting ciualitics of the American Soldier, North and South, and having

a firm reliance on the Volunteer Army as the Safeguard of our Republic, do

believe that the Volunteer Soldier should be recognized and encouraged.

AVith that view, and from our knowledge of your character as a man
and citizen, and your experience and actual service as a soldier through two

Avars, and your many years' connection with the Militia of this State as Colonel

of a regiment, Ave regard you as especially fitted for military service, and com-

mand of men, and suggest that you apply, and we most cordially recommend

that you be appointed and commissioned as Colonel of the first regiment of
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United States A^olunteers that may be called into service from this State to

increase the Army.
You are at liberty to call upon us, if you please, for further endorse-

ments, or to use this letter as you deem proper.

Yours truly,

W. H. WoRMSTRAD, Post Commander.

Jere T. Dew, (P. P. P.) and Adjt.

D. H. Porter.

Ross GuFFiN (P. p. C.)

A. B. GuNN.
E. B. PIoward (P. P. C.)

Wm. Henry (P. P. C.)

Washington, D. C, March 18, 1899.

This is to say that Colonel Geo. P. Gross, 3rd Missouri Volunteers, served

under my command in the 2nd Division, 2nd Corps, from May 31, 1898,
until the regiment was mustered out of service in September, 1898.

The regiment was one of the most efficient that I have had the honor

to command, and its Colonel was always able, efficient, prompt in all duties,

and thoroughly reliable. His very extensive military experience and train-

ing in two wars, combined with his high character as a man, give him special

qualifications for further service in commanding a regiment of Volunteers

should their services be required.

George W. Davis,

Brigadier General, U. S. Vols.

(Regular Army Officer.)

HEADQUARTERS SECOND ARMY CORPS,

97th Street and Marine Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y.

March 31, 1899.

The Honorable Secretary of War,

Washington, D. C.

Sir:-

Understanding that Colonel Geo. P. Gross, late of the 3rd Mo.

Volunteer Infantry is an applicant for the Colonelcy of a Provisional Regi-

ment Volunteer Infantry Regiment should a call be made.

I have the honor to recommend this otHcer as an intelligent, faithful and

worthy soldier.

He is well qualified for the command of a Volunteer regiment and if

appointed will in my judgment do credit to the public service and himself.

I am sir, very respectfully.

Your obedient servant,

(Signed) Wm. Montrose Graham,

Brigadier General U. S. A., Retired. (Regular Army Officer.)
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DEW, PARKINSON <fe BARNES,

Attorneys and Counselors at Law.

^818-19-20-21 N. Y. Life Bldg,
Kansas City, Mo., :\laiTli 25. 1899.

Hon. Russell A. Alger,

Secretary of War,

Washington, I). C.

Dear Sir:—
It is my special pleasure to endorse and recommend Colonel

George P. Gross, late Colonel of the 3rd Missouri Regiment, U. S. Infantry

Volunteers, for the command of the first regiment of Volunteers the State of

Missouri may be called upon to furnish, to increase the U. S. Volunteer Army.
Honest, honorable and honored citizen, endowed with a strong physique

the martial spirit, and a desire to serve his Country ;
with experience as a

soldier through two wars, he is eminently qualified by nature, education and

training to command men, and for the position to which he aspires.

Very respectfully,

Jere T. Dew.

Jas. M. Jones, ^layor,

E. Mont. Reily, Private Sec'v

OFFICE OF MAYOR.

Kansa.s City, Mo., March 29th, 1899.

Hon. Secretary of War,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:—
I take special pleasure in reconnnending Col. George P. Gross,

of our city, for the appointment to the Colonelcy of the United States

Vol. Infantry Regiment, supposed to be called in the near future. The Col-

onel is an honest and honorable citizen and responded to the call for troops

during the late war
; commanding until mustered out in November.

His appointment would greatly gratify his many friends, not only in

Kansas City, but throughout the entire state.

He is a strong, vigorous man, of military l)earing, and has had experience
in two wars, thereby making him competent to fill such a position with honor

to the government and to the state. Yours truly,

Jas. M. Jones, Mayor.
Die. J. M. J.

HOUSE OK REPRESENTATIVES V. S.

Washington. D. C.

Kansas City, Mo., April lOtli. 1899.

To The President of The United States,

Washington. D. C.

Sir:-

Coloncl George P. Gross, of Kan.'^as City, T\fo., will ])e an appli-

cant for aupoinliiiciit a.- Colonel for one of the A'ohniti'er Regiincnts to bo
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raised under the army reorganization act, provided you decide to appoint

the same or any of them from Civil life. Colonel Gross has had many years'

experience in military affairs, having served about three years in the Confed-

erate army during the Civil War. He was for several j^ears Colonel of the

Third Regiment of the National Guard of Missouri, and was Colonel of the

Third Regiment of Missouri A^olunteers during the late war with Spain. He
has received high commendations from all of his superior officer?, and I feel

sure his record w411 be found to be one of exceptional merit. He stands high
as a citizen in this comnuniity, and his appointment would please his many
friends of both parties.

I most earnestly recommend him to your kind consideration, and trust

you may find opportunity to give him the place he seeks.

Yours respectfully,

W. S. Cowheul,
M. C. oth District Missouri.

IT. S. DISTRICT COURT,

Western District, Mo.

John F. Philips, Judge.
Kansas City, Mo., March 17th, 189^.

Hon. Russell A. Alger,

Secretary of War,

Washington, D. C.

Dear Sir:—
In the event of a call for volunteer troops and the organiza-

tion of new regiments therefor, should ^Missouri be entitled to one regiment,
I beg to lay before you for consideration the name of Col. George P. Gross

for colonel. Mr. Gross is a man of decidedly military spirit and taste. He
was colonel of one of the "crack" regiments of the National Guards of Mis-

souri at the outbreak with Spain. He organized the Third Regiment of

Missouri Volunteers for that service and went South, and then was stationed

at Camp Alger; but failed of his ambition to reach the front anywhere. This

was a great disappointment to his ambition. His regiment, in my humble

judgment, was one of the best equipped and drilled in the State, and would

have given a good account of itself had the opportunity been afforded it.

Col. Gross is a fighter, and a man of admirable courage, but of excellent

judgment and self control. I know of no man in the State better suited to a

regimental command than he is. With great respect.

Your obedient servant,

John F. Philips.

St. Louis, Mo., March 26, '99.

To the Honorable Secretary of War,

W^ashington, D. C.

Sir:-

Col. George P. Crross, 3rd Mo. Vol. Infantrj^, reported to me in

June, 1898, immediately after I took command of the 3rd Brigade, 2nd Divis-
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ion, 2nd Army Corjvs at Camp R. A. Alger and remained under my command
until mustered out in the fall of the same year.

As a regimental commander I consider him one of the be.st in the

Brigade. He is thoroughly etticient and reliable. His practical experience

and training during the Civil War; his long and honorable service in the

National Guard of iMissouri and now added to these his service and experience
in the Spanish War give him special fitness for the command of a regiment.
His character as an officer and a gentleman are above reproach and if any of

the new Regiments of Volunteers authorized are called into service no better

selection for a commander could be made. I endorse his application and rec-

ommend him for appointment.

Very respectfully,

Nelson Cole,

Brig. Gen'l. U. S. V.

THOMAS S. RIDGE.

The subject of this sketch knows of no adequate reason why his biog-

raphy should appear among those representing the important factors of Kan-

sas City, unless it be that there are so few native-born Kansas Cityans left

who are al)le to contribute the amount required by the publishers for the

space.

Recognizing, however, that biographies are often an inspiration, and be-

lieving that there are characters among the citizens, past and present, who
have made Kansas City famous, whose histories should be perpetuated, I am

willing to aid in the good work.

My own career, however, has been so far short of famous, that there

is no one qualified to chronicle the events thereof, truthfully; and for that

reason, this is an autobiography with a recitation of some of the influences

which shaped my life.

My father. Dr. I. M. Ridge, came to Kansas City, then Westport Land-

ing in 1848, after having taken a medical course at Transylvania College;
his acquirements at that time consi.>^ted of a saddle horse which his father

had furnished him, a pair of saddle bags, a limited quantity of staple drugs
and a technical medical education. In 1850 he married Eliza Ann Smart,

my mother (than whom a. better mother never lived), second daughter of

Judge Thomas Smart, a ])ioneer farmer, merchant and jurist. During the

winter of that same year, with the linaneial assistance of Judge Smart, he

attended the .Tofferson Medical College in St. Louis, while his young wife

remained ,it liei- fatlicr's lionie. at the southwest coi'uei' of Eleventli and Wal-
nut streets. Upon his return. Judge Smart told liini to go out in the pasture
and select a site for a house, horse-lot, garden and orchard. Tie did so,

selecting in the northwest coi-ner of the farm, about four acres, through
which the S;nila Fc trail led from the I'iver to Westport. This was dee.ded

to my fatliei' and mother jointlw at ni\- mothers recniest.
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As was the custom in those days, the neighbors raised a log house of

two rooms, in which my father and mother Hved, and my father opened

his othce and apothecary shop. My mother acted as clerk, and filled all

])re.scriptioiis.
In this house were Worn my eldest sister, Sophia, who died

when a child, and my brother, William E. Ridge. The house set at the

southeast corner of Ninth and jNIain streets, and was afterward used as a

blacksmith shop by a ^Ir. ]\Iiller.

Prosperity came to Kansas City with many settlers during the '50s, and

in 1859 my father traded to Solomon and William Smith, the lots at the

southwest corner of Ninth and ^lain streets, for the materials and labor neces-

sary to build a story and a half brick cottage at 910 Walnut street. This

at the time was one of the most pretentious residences in Kansas City. It

was hardly completed at the time of my advent, November 26, 1859.

My earliest recollections are incidents of the Civil war. In 1864, I re-

call the great excitement occasioned by the rumor that Price was on the way
from Jefferson City to Kansas City. In company with a small girl, Agnes

Newell, whose father was serving in the army, I sought the gunsmith's shop
of ]\Ir. Me.'^sick, located then on Main street between Fifth street and Missouri

avenue, to obtain a gun with which to shoot old Price. In recognition of

this marked patriotism, my uncle, George W. Ridge, who had been a theolog-

ical student at Bethany College, West Virginia, until hostilities had closed

the school, after which he made his home with us, presented me with a

soldiers uniform, drum and tin gun. I was thus equipped ^vhen a detail

of German Infantry from Fort Leavenworth wa.s sent to arrest nly father,

Nvho had been reported as aiding the rebels. My patriotism was thus banished

for paternalism, and observing four of the Hessians reclining on the grass

in the shade of a large wild rose bush that grew near the south window of

the sitting room, I recklessly sallied forth and shot the stick from my tin

gun at the head of one of the soldiers. The attack was repulsed, but the

animosity for hirelings serving in the robe of patriotism was fixed forever in

my nature.

At the close of the war, in company with my cousin, now Mrs. Langston
Bacon, I attended my first school, a private one taught by Miss Mollie

Cravens, now Mrs. Leach, who is now teaching in the public schools of Kan-
sas City, and whose memory is worthy of perpetuation. At this school I

learned my A B C's and those renowned gems of poetic inspiration
—

"Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star," ''Mary had a Little Lamb," etc.

In 1868 our family moved to what was known as the farm, a tract of

eighty-four acres between Nineteenth and Twenty-second streets, Woodland
and Prospect avenue, which my father had as trustee acquired for my mother
and her children, with means provided by my mother from the earnings of

her household darkies and loans from my grandfather. From this home I at-

tended first a private school and afterward the public schools in Kansas City,
until 1873, w'hen, on account of the health of my mother, and the marriage
of my brother, we again moved to the old home at No. 910 Walnut street.

In 1874, having reached the age when boys begin to keep company with
the girls, I requested of my father, a new suit of clothes and received from
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him the reply that if I should undertake to earn my own clothing, or the

means to buy my clothing, that I would not be quite so extravagant. This

suggestion was all that wa.s necessary and within one week from that time

I had secured a position, distributing papers before school hours in the

morning, with the result that in 1876 I had not only clothed myself for two

years, but had accumulated in the .savings bank about three hundred and

sixty dollars, which I loaned to my father, to redeem the property which

I understood had been sold for city taxes.

In 1878, my mother died, and in 1879 my sister and myself went to

Columbia to the Christian College and State University, respectively, to com-

plete our education, I having graduated at Kansas City high school, in June

pre^'iou3.

In September, 1879, my grandfather, Judge Thomas A. Smart, died,

and from his estate my mother's children received several vacant lots in

Kansas City and two thousand five hundred dollars each in money. My
father collected the money coming to my sister and myself and began the

im])rovement of four of the vacant lois which we had inherite.d.

In 1881, having reached my majority during the fall of the preceding

year, my father prevailed upon my sister, brother and myself, to make a

deed to him, for the eighty-four acres comprising the farm. As children

we did not know l)ut what this property belonged to him absolutely. Upon his

promise that he would finish the buildings which he had begun, for us, and

deed to us absolutely one-half of the farm, we were prevailed upon to make

the transfer.

I completed the academic course in the State University in June, 1884,

and in the fall of the same year was married to Miss Effie Searcy, the eldest

daughter of Francis M. Searcy, of Columbia, Missouri. For four of the

five years during which I attended the university I had been in the same

classes Avith Miss Searcy and was thereby enabled to intelligently judge of

her merits and qualifications to make me a suitable life mate.

After marrying, I embarked in the hardware and sheet metal business

ill Kansas City with Henry AVeis under the firm name of AVeLs & Ridge. I

built the Ijuilding at No. 1116 Main street, in which we conducted our busi-

ness until 1890. During the same time I enlarged the building occupied

by the John Taylor Dry (loods Company and built a large live story build-

ing at the corner of Twelfth street and Baltimore avenue, besides the resi-

dence at No. 1006 Holmes street, in which I lived for seventeen years.

In 1890, at the solicitation of the stockholders of the Central Bank, I

a.ssumed the presidency of that institution, and in the fall of 1891, upon

my recommendation, its affairs were liquidated. In 1889, I had also re-

tired from the active management of the business of Weis & Ridge, and

had begun to buy and sell real estate for customers on my own account.

In 1902, in connection with Mr. John A. Bryant, I bought an interest

in the insurance business of Mr. Joseph Mariner, and for a time united it

with my real estate business, conducting the same under the firm nanic of

Ridge. Mariner & Bryant. In 1903 we l)ought Mr. Mariner's interest and

united Avith Mr. D. P. Huiifer. who had been foi- nianv vears established
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in the insurance business. The firm name then became Hunter, Ridge &

Bryant, and so continued until the spring of 1907. During this connection

I took the active management of the surety and casualty lines, and in 1907,

when I separated from the firm, I individually continued these lines. What

success I have attained in the commercial world is due to perseverance,

energy and frugality.

I have three boys, the eldest, Francis I Ridge, is attending the College

of Physicians and Surgeons in New York city; the other two, Thomas S.,

Jr., and William Searcy, being in the ward schools of Kansas City.

My political allegiance has always been with the democratic party.

Twice I have been nominated for the office of city treasurer. My religious

inclinations have been with the Christian church, or the Disciples of Christ.

I have always taken great pleasure in this affiliation, and have been active

in the work, both in the Bible school and the church. In 1889, in connec-

tion with my other work, at the solicitation of my church, I organized a

mission work in Armourdale, Kansas, now a portion of Kansas City, Kansas,
with the result that a congregation was established, and a church built in

1903.

I am also a member of secret and benevolent organizations, among
which are the Masonic bodies and the Pythian order. The Commercial Club,

Manufacturers Association and all other organizations whose motives are

the advancement of our city's interests meet with my hearty support and co-

operation. I have always found a niche in this young and growing com-

munity which I could occupy with credit and profit to myself and without

injury to others. I attribute my position in the esteem of my fellow citi-

zens to my feeble attempts to do what I believe Jesus Christ taught by word
and precept.

JAMES D. COLE.

James D. Cole, conducting a wholesale business in coal and hay, was

born in Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin, August 25, 1862, being one of the

five children of Jedediah and Katherine (Dickens) Cole. The mother was

a daughter of .James Dickens, a cousin of Charles Dickens, the famous Eng-
lish novelist. Jedediah Cole was a civil engineer by profession and at the

time of the Civil war put aside all business and personal considerations

to serve his country, joining the Thirty-first Wisconsin Regiment, under

George R. Peck. He served for three years and rose to the command of his

company, being mustered out with the rank of captain. He returned to

the north with a most creditable military record and after the close of the

war removed to northern Ohio, where he is still living. The honor and

esteem in which he is uniformly held there and the confidence reposed in

him is indicated by the fact that he has continuously served as county sur-

veyor of Portage county for thirty-six years. He is a republican in pol-

itics, inflexible in his support of the principles of the party, and as a mem-
ber of the Masonic fraternity is equally loyal to the teachings of the craft.
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James D. Cole was reared at home to the age of seventeen year.- and

acquired a pubUc-school education. In 1880 he removed westward to Chi-

cago, arriving in that city with a capital of but four dollars. There he

took passage on a boat the next 'day for Thunder Bay and thence made his

way through to Winnipeg, Manitoba, and into the wheat fields of that coun-

try, where he engaged at shocking wheat for two dollars per day. Later he

worked in a sawmill and subsequently made his way to Kansas, settling at

Atchison, where he engaged in the wholesale and retail coal business, ^^'ith

this he was identified until 1895, when he came to Kansas City and con-

tinued the business here. In 1897 he organized the Arkansas Fuel Company
and since his removal to Kansas City has confined his attention to the whole-

sale business. For the past ten years he also engaged in the wholesale hay
trade and is sole proprietor of the two interests. He is now one of the well

known business men of the city, alert and energetic, improving every oppor-

tunity with the result that he is today numbered among the men of afflu-

ence in this part of the state.

Mr. Cole was married to Miss Katherine Garside, of Atchison, a

daughter of Joshua Garside, who was prominently identified with overland

transportation in the early days. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Cole was

celebrated November 1, 1888, and has been blessed with two children:

Francis G. and Katherine D. Mrs. Cole is a member of the INIethodist

Episcopal church and, like her husband, is widely and favorably known in

social circles. His political views accord with the principles of the repub-

lican party and he is a member of the Masonic lodge, loyal and faithfid

to the teachings of the craft. As the architect of his own fortunes, he has

budded wisely and well and his life record illustrated the possibilities for

successful accomplishment to those who have the will to dare and to do.

EDWARD T. GROVES.

Edward T. Groves, serving as alderman of Kansas City from the second

ward, has in office and out of it done effective work for the promotion of im-

portant interests bearing upon the progress, development and improvement of

Kansas City. Here he has made his home for twenty-eight years, coming
from Davenport, Iowa, in 1880. He is, however, of English nativity, his birth

having occurred in London in 1849. The first six years of his life were passed
in that country and in LSoo he came to the new world with his parents, Mr.

and Mi's. Walter William Groves, who settled in Diivenport, Iowa. The father

was a hatter in London, engaged in the manufacture of silk hats at Strand

and Regent streets. Ho liad been a resident of Davenport for only a year
when he was called to his final rest.

Edward T. Groves ])ursued his education in the j)ublie schools of Daven-

port, where he lived until nbout twenty-five years of age. He then came to

Kansas City, where he engaged in the general contracting business until 1900.

He met with excellent success in his undertakings and added year by year to

his capital until his accumulations were sufficient to enable him to put aside
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further business cares and live retired. He then turned his business over to

his son, Waker B., who had been associated with him in its conduct since

1901. He erected the Jones building, also several store buildings, remodeled

many others and likewise erected several houses in Kansas City.

Mr. Groves was married in Davenport in 1874 to Miss Mary B. Noonen,
of the state of New York, and unto them were born six children : E. W., who
is now in St. Joseph, Missouri; Eugene J., who is with the Western Trafifio

Association, of Kansas City; John A., traveling auditor for the Western Traffic

Association; Maggie, the wife of Charles L. Hogan; Walter B., who is his

father's successor in the general contracting business; and Marie, now a student

in the Sister Loretta school.

In fraternal circles Mr. Groves is well known and popular. In Masonry
he has attained the Knight Templar degree and he also belongs to the Benevo-

lent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of Pythias. In politics he

ha.s ever been an earnest republican. He was one of the juveniles who wore

a uniform in 1860 when Abraham Lincoln was presidential candidate and

took a most lively interest in that campaign. He has since been unfaltering

in his allegiance to the party, for he believes its principles are most conducive

to good government. In 1906 he was chosen to represent the second ward in

the city council and is one of its prominent members. He is now chairman

of the joint committee on the proposed new Union station, is serving on the

gas committee, on the judiciary and rules committee, and is chairman of the

streets, alleys and grades committee. He is likewise a member of the fire

patrol committee and thus is actively associated with various interests having
direct l)earing upon municipal welfare. He is today numbered among the

leading, influential and honored residents here and is regarded as a most

acceptable incumbent in the office in which he is now serving.

JUDGE JULES E. GUINOTTE.

Jules Edgar Guinotte. judge of the probate court in Kansas City, was

born August 20, 1855, in the old Guinotte homestead at Fourth and Troost

streets, one of the most historic spots in the city. He is a son of Joseph and

Aimee (Brichant) Guinotte, the latter a native of Belgium. In the paternal

line he is a representative of one of the old Belgium families, closely con-

nected with what is one of the most picturesque and interesting periods in the

history of the city. His father, a civil engineer, was sent to Mexico by the

Belgium government to supervise the construction of a railroad, but the war

between Mexico and the United States caused the enterprise to be abandoned

and, proceeding northward, he made his way up the Missouri river to West-

port Landing. His prescience enabled him to realize that this was an excel-

lent location for a large city and he purchased twelve thousand acres on the

bluffs in the east bottoms, after which he brought over Belgium colonists and

settled land.
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On one of the highest bhiffs was a large log house, which he purchased
from Mrs. Frances Chouteau in 1850. It had been the Chouteau home for

several years and became his homestead, remaining his place of residence

until his death in 1867, when it was sold by Mrs. Guinotte, who intended to

return to Brussels, but on the death of her parents she again purchased the

old Chouteau homestead and there resided until 1889. In 1852 she came from

Brussels to the United States to become the wife of Joseph Guinotte, who met
her in New York city, where they were married, after which j\Ir. Guinotte

brought his bride to the Kansas City homestead. Their home soon gained a

reputation for bounteous and generous hospitality. There were entertained

many notable visitors, including Father De Smet, Bishop L'Ami of Mexico,

Bishop Miege and Bishop Salpointe of Arizona and Mexico, while among the

traders were Captain Bridger, Vasquez, the Papins, Chouteaus, and others.

Reared amid the refining influences of a cultured home and educated in

the private schools of Kansas City and in the St. Louis University, Judge
Guinotte afterward spent several years in clerical work in various offices of

Kansas City, his last position of that character being deputy clerk in the office

of Hon. Wallace Laws, for many years circuit clerk of Jackson county.

Determining to devote his life to the practice of law, he then became a student

in the office of Tichenor & Warner, well known attorneys, with whom he con-

tinued his reading until his admission to the bar. He is recognized as a lawj^er

of w^ide knowledge and one who in the practice of the profession manifested

unfaltering fidelity to the interests of his clients. No higher testimonial of

his service on the bench could be given than the fact that he has continu-

ously held the office of probate judge of Jackson county since 1886, when he

was elected on the democratic ticket by a large majority, receiving the sup-

port <if iiiaiiy of the best known republican.-; of his di-strict. At each election

since he has been again chosen for the office and thus the stamp of public

approval is placed upon a service characterized by thorough understanding of

probate law and by the utmost accuracy and fidelity in the discharge of his

duties.

On the 24th of May, 1883, Mr. Guinotte was married to Miss Maud

Stark, a daughter of Dr. John K. Stark, a pioneer dentist of Jackson county.
The family are communicants of the Catholic church. The Guinotte home of

the present day enjoys the same reputation for hospitality borne by the old

parental homestead and in social circles Mr. and Mrs. Guinotte have many
warm friends.

ALFRED TOLL.

Alfred Toll at the age of seventy-six years. i< a.- active in business circles

as many a man of half his age and the splendid success which he has attained

is the direct outcome of his intense activity, intelligently applied. He has

noted and utilized opporlunities that others have passed by heedlessly and
while the life record of others may have been more spectacular, his has

been none the less essential or iiiij)nrtant. for he belongs to that class of rep-
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resentative American men who in promoting individual success contribute

also to the public good.

He was born in Schenectady, New York, January 6, 1832. His father,

Phillip R. Toll, w^as also a native of New York and a direct descendant of

Charles Hansen Toll, who sailed from Sw^eden, was arrested by Algerian

pirates and held for bounty, and escaping, swam six miles to a British mer-

chantman which carried him to South America. Thence he made his way
to New York, where he arrived in 1748. He secured large grants of land

around the present site of the city of Schenectady and became a very promi-
nent figure in the early history of that section of the state, his name figuring

conspicuously in its annals. Phillip R. Toll, the father, was married in

early manhood to Miss Nancy DeGraaf, also a native of the Empire state and

a representative of one of the oldest and wealthiest Holland Dutch families

of New York. Her brother, John S. DeGraaf, furnished the United States

government with all of the funds for the equipment of the naval fleet on the

Great Lakes in the war of 1812, which enormous loan was never repaid until

long after his death. He was also one of the organizers and a director of

the first railroad built in America. In the year 1841 Phillip R. Toll, with his

wife and family, left New York to become pioneer settlers of St. Joseph

county, Michigan, where he spent his remaining days. His wiie, who was

born September 17, 1797, died March 27, 1898, at the remarkable old age
of one hundred years, six months and ten days. Two sons of the family are

still living, the younger being General I. D. Toll, of Petoskey, Michigan.
The elder, Alfred Toll, of Kansas City, acquired his education in St. Jo-

seph county, Michigan, and in Fort Wayne, Indiana, returning from the

latter place to the former and there engaging in business as a general mer-

chant. He also conducted a sawmill and flourmill there and was a prominent
and active factor in business life in that locality until May, 1866, when he

removed to Hannibal, Missouri, where for twenty years he successfully con-

ducted a lumber business. In 1873 he assisted in organizing the Badger State

Lumber Company at Hannibal with mills in Wisconsin, and in 1886 organ-
ized the Badger Lumber Company to conduct the retail yards of the former

and handle the products of its manufacture in the North, removing to Kansas

City to make this the headquarters of the business. Through his untiring

energies and skillful manipulation of business interests the enterprise has

in the twenty-two years of its existence become one of the largest and best

known lumber industries of this part of the country. Mr. Toll also organized
the Fort Smith Lumber Company of Fort Smith, Arkansas, which operates

four mills and owns ninety-four thousand acres of timber land. He likewise

built the Central Railroad of Arkansas and at the present time is president

of the Badger Lumber Company, the Fort Smith Lumber Company, the Cen-

tral Railroad of Arkansa,s and the Choctaw Investment Company, beside

being an officer and director in various other financial and commercial in-

stitutions. He is now in his seventy-seventh year but robust and strong and

no man in his employ leads a more active or strenuous life.

On the 6th of Januarv, 1863, Mr. Toll was married to ^liss Marv Lee, a

daughter of Warren and Eliza Lee, of Maryland. They have one son, Phillip
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R., Avho was born November 22, 1863, and is now connected with the father

in the lumber business.

Those who have personal acquaintance with Mr. Toll know him as a

man of genial nature, warm hearted and sympathetic, holding friendship

inviolable and manifesting unfaltering loyalty to every trust. Charitable and

benevolent interests have received his generous support and in matters of

citizenship his position is never an equivocal one. He stands always in sup-

port of progress and imi^rovement and in municipal affairs, as in business

life, looks beyond the exigencies of the moment to the possibilities of the

future. He has never sought to figure in public life, however, but has given,

his time and attention to his home and his business. In the latter he has

made a record which any man might be proud to possess. He has gradually
worked his w^ay upward and the attainment of success has been accompanied

by the acquirement -of an unsullied reputation built upon his fulfillment of

every obligation and his straightforward dealings in every relation. It is

seldom that a man of his years shows such activity and enterprise in business

or keeps pace with the modern spirit as he has done and it is more seldom that

a man controlling such extensive and important interests is spoken of in

terms of such unqualified confidence and respect.

EDMUND. E. MORRIS.

Edmund E. Morris, who stands high in the profession of law as one

of the younger members of the Kansas City bar and who is popular with a

large circle of friends, was born at Salina, Kansas, January 13, 1872. His

father, William E. Morris, was a mechanic and a native of Missouri, whence

he removed to Salina, Kansas, as a pioneer. He took up his abode upon
a farm in Rice county in 1873 and in 1884 went to Lamed, Kansas, while

three years later he became a resident of Topeka, Kansas, and since 1892 has

made his home in California. He married Anna E. Bonham, a native of

Wisconsin, who is with him on the Pacific coast.

Ivliiiund E. Morris, accompanying his parents on their various remov-

als, ])nrsncd his education in the connnon and liigh schools of Larned and

Topeka, Kansas, and when his father went to the coast in 1892 Mr. ]\Iorris

came to Kansas City, where he has since made his home. For three years

he was bookkeeper and cashier for the Interstate Rolling Mills and left that

position to enter the Missouri National Bank, where he remained until the

institution was closed in 1896. He next entered the office of the Hodge
Electrical & Manufacturing Company as ca.shier and a.ssi.^tant manager
and there remained until 1903. For several years he had been studying law

in the evenings and his leisure hours and afterward pursued a course in the

Kansas School of Law, from which he was graduated. In 1903 he was ad-

mitted to the bar and the following year he began practice. For one year

ho was associated with Henry P. Lowenstein and since that time has been

alone. He conducts a general law practice but ^necializes in real estate and
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corporation law. He has been unusually successful and at all times has man-

ifested the strong purpose and diligence which are as necessary to success

in the difficult and arduous profession of the law as in mechanical or com-

mercial pursuits. He never neglects to give a thorough preparation and in

the presentation of his cause before the court is concise and clear and cogent

in his reasoning.

On the 1st of March, 1899, Mr. Morris was married to Miss Mattie J.

Jones, a daughter of E. C. Jones, president of the State Savings Bank of

Springfield, Missouri. He is prominent in Masonry, being past worshipful

master of Temple lodge, F. & A. M.
; past high priest of Orient Chapter, R.

A. M.
; past thrice illustrious master of Shekinali Council, R. & S. M.

;

present senior warden of Oriental Commandery, K. T.
;
and a member of

Ararat Temple of the Mystic Shrine. He was formerly president of the

Knife and Fork Club and has been presiding officer in numerous other or-

ganizations of Kansas City. In politics he is an earnest and zealous Repub-

lican, having been active in the ranks of the party from the age of eighteen

years, when he made campaign speeches in support of Governor Humphrey,
of Kansas. He has since delivered many campaign addresses and never

fails to impress his auditors through the clearness of his statements and the

logic of his deductions. He was elected to the lower house of the city coun-

cil April 3, 1906, and has been an ardent champion of temperance, being
considered Mayor Beardsley's right hand man in the lower house. He is

a warm admirer of the mayor and also an enthusiastic supporter of Presi-

dent Roosevelt. He belongs to the Independence Boulevard Christian

church, in which he takes an active interest. Of strong intellectual and

studious disposition, with high ideals, conscientious and honorable, he is a

credit to the profession and in social circles is a favorite by reason of a genial,

frank and social nature. He possesses in large degree that quality which

for want of a better term has been termed personal magnetism and has the

happy faculty not only of winning but of retaining friendships.

PROFESSOR JOSEPH C. MASON.

The name of Professor Joseph C. Mason is associated with the educa-

tional development of Kansas City. He became principal of the Central

school of Wyandotte in 1888 and so continued until his death. He was born

in Marlboro, New Hampshire, March 13, 1837, a son of Clark and Almira

(Towne) Mason, both of Avhom were natives of the Old Granite state. Ther^

the father engaged in farming throughout his entire life and both he and

his wife died at the old homestead. Their son. Professor Mason, was reared

upon the farm and his early education was acquired in the public schools.

In his youth he became imbued with the desire to become an attorney and

took up the study of law at home, pursuing his reading privately for a time,

while later he attended the university at Albany, Ncav York, and afterward

became a student in the law school at Petersboro, New Hampshire, where m
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due course of time he acquainted himself with the branches that constituted

the curriculum there and was admitted to the bar at Concord, New Hamp-
shire.

Locating for practice at Greenville, New Hampshire, Mr. Mason contin-

ued as an active representative of the bar for a few years, after which he

came to the we,st and settled in Boonville, Missouri. There he organized

the public-school system and was superintendent of schools for five years.

From that time forward his life was given to educational work. He was asso-

ciated with the schools of different towns and also engaged in law practice

throughout the remainder of his days, although his educational work claimed

most of his time. From Boonville, Missouri, he removed to St. Louis and

was there principal of the Washington school for three years. He next went

to Vicksburg, Mississippi, where for two years he occupied the superinten-

dency of the city schools, followed by a removal to Columbus, Mississippi,

where he had charge of the Franklin Academy for two years. Subsequently,

in Carthage, Missouri, he acted as city superintendent of schools for five years,

after which he removed to Joplin, Missouri, where he remained for ten years.

During that time he was city superintendent of the schools and also engaged
in the practice of law. He came from Joplin to Kansas City in 1888 to ac-

cept the principalship of the Central school of Wyandotte and continued

there in charge until his demise.

Professor Mason was married at Greenville, New Hampshire, to Miss

Mattie J. Kingsbury, a native of Boston and a daughter of Lucius W. Kings-

bury, who spent the greater part of his life at Waltham, JNIassachussetts, and

was engaged in railroad work. For many years he was a conductor on the

Boston & Maine Railroad, and he was also conductor on the first car that

passed through the Hoosac tunnel. Both he and his wife died in Waltham.

Unto Professor and Mrs. Mason were born three children : Hortense, who
resides with her mother and is now a teacher in the Hyde Park school of

Kansas City; and Ernest C. and Paul J., who constitute the firm of ^Mason

Brothers, proprietors of a leading drug store which is situated at the southwest

corner of Thirty-first and Holmes streets. The former married Delia Knight,
iiiid r:'-i(l('s at No. 'M^lo Holmes street, while the latter married .lean Aleshire,

and resides at No. 3030 Oak street. For about a year prior to his demise,

Professor Mason was in ill health and passed away April 25, 1892, at his home
in Kansas City, Kansas, his remains being interred there. After coming here

he had invested in property both in Kansas City, Kansa.-. and Kansas City,

Missouri, his realty holdings being quite extensive, so that he was enabled to

leave his family in very comfortable circumstances.

Ill politics Mr. ^lasoii wa- a stanch republican, was active in the win'k

of the ])arty of Jo])lin, Missouri, and there served as alderman for several

year-. .In~t het'ore hi- reiiioxal to the west he, was state (•(»niiiiis,-ionci' at (Jreen-

ville, New Hampshire, for two years. Throughout his entire life he was con-

nected with the Knights of Honor, a tt'nii tyi)ical of hi- career, for in every
relation of life he was honorable, ui)i'ight and sincere, always loyal to his

professions as a rnemlior of tlie Presbyterian church, to which his wife also

belongs. Since h(_'r husband".- death Mrs. IShison has ^ol(l nnich of the proj)-
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erty, together with the home in Kansas City, Kansas, and has taken up her

abode in Kansas City, Missouri, where she and her daughter now reside at

No. 3030 Oak street.

GUSTAF PEARSON.

Gustaf Pearson, city comptroller, was born near Gottenburg, Sweden,
March 17, 1859. His father, Hans Pearson, was a farmer and wedded Ellen

Gabrielson. Upon the home farm Gustaf Pearson was reared and when he

had obtained his more specifically literary education in the common and high
schools he took up the study of civil engineering in a military school at Gotten-

burg. The reports which reached him concerning business opportunities in

America led him to seek a home in the new world, where he arrived on the

5th of April, 1879, settling in Clearfield, Pennsylvania. He secured employ-
ment in the coal mines of Hotsdale wdth a view to becoming a mining engineer,

and worked there for one year in various capacities, his last service being as

weighmaster. Continuing his westward journey, he went to Leadville, Col-

orado, but as mining conditions were bad there he remained for only a short

time and afterward sought employment in various mining camps of Colorado,

New Mexico, Wyoming and Idaho, working for a short time at each place.

On the 12th of October, 1880. Mr. Pearson arrived at Osage City, Kansas,
where he located, and for ten years was employed at coal mining by various

companies, becoming superintendent of a mine. When the Chicago, Mil-

Avaukee & St. Paul Railway was opened up through the coal districts of south-

ern Iowa he went to Appanoose county, where he constructed, superintended
and managed several mines, in which he is still interested. When he pro-

ceeded to that territory with a force of surveyors there was only one farm house

on the site of the present city of Mystic with its population of five thousand.

During later years, at Osage City and also at Mystic, he was dealing largely

with Kansas City and vicinity and spent much of his time here, having con-

ducted a coalyard and office here for a number of years. In 1897 he took

up his abode here and has since made it his home. For some time his interests

have been gradually drifting from the coal business to real estate as he made
investments in Kansas City and in lands in both the states of Kansas and Mis-

souri. During ^Nhiyor Reed's second administration he was a candidate for

alderman of the uj^per house but with the entire republican ticket was de-

feated. In November, 1904, he was appointed city comptroller, which posi-

tion he has since continued to fill, and in the discharge of his duties he has

been faithful, reliable and efiicient.

On the 29th of June, 1885, Mr. Pearson was married to Miss Mary Eliza-

beth Anderson, a daughter of H. 0. iVnderson, of Osage City, Kansas, who
was born in Bureau county, Illinois. They have two children, both natives

of Osage City : Ellen Josephine, now the wife of Carl Kellner, who is engaged
in the bond, insurance and real-estate business in Kansas City; and Adeline

Christine, at home.
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Mr. Pearson is a Mason and an Odd Fellow. He also belongs to the

Ancient Order of United Workmen, to the Red Men, the Maccabees and the

N. N. & E., a local Swedish organization for the instruction of Swedes in the

English language and American citizenship. He is likewise a popular mem-

ber of many clubs and an interested and helpful member of the Methodist

Episcopal church. His sterling qualities render him a congenial companion
and in manner he is social yet modest and unassuming.* Since crossing the

Atlantic he has been dependent upon his own resources for his advancement

and through the utilization of his opportunities he has made a creditable name

in business, political and social circles.

GEORGE HALLEY, M. D.

Dr. George Halley, who in his practice ha.s .specialized in surgery, is

well known to the medical profession of the country through his writings

and as an educator, while in Kansas City he has gained an extensive and im-

portant practice as a recognition on the part of the public of his superior

skill and efficiency. He was born in Aurora, York county, Ontario, Canada,

September 10, 1839, his parents being George and Jane Halley. He is a de-

scendant of Sir Edmund Halley, a famous English astronomer, and in the

maternal line of James Baird, a civil engineer of Scotland. From York

county his father removed to Wellington county, Ontario, where in the midst

of the forest he developed a farm and because of the situation of the family

home upon the frontier in a most sparsely settled district. Dr. Halley had

no school advantages until he attained the age of fifteen years. His parents

gave him instruction to some extent and he had access to a small but good

library and thus he laid the foundation for the breadth of knowledge which

characterizes him at the present day. Between 1854 and 1858 he spent three

winters as a pupil in the common schools, which had then been established,

and later he entered the county grammar school, where he prepared for col-

lege. His studies were interrupted by the death of two of his brothers but

he continued his school work alone in the evenings at home and thus quali-

fied for entrance to the Victoria University at Toronto, wherein he matricu-

lated in 1865 as a medical student. In 1867 he was appointed prosector to the

chair in anatomy and in the following March went to New York city, where

he pursued a spring course at Long Island College Hospital. The succeeding
summer was passed in attending clinical instruction in various hospitals and

dispensaries, and in the autumn he reentered the Victoria University, from

which he was graduated in March, 1869, with the M.D. degree.

On account of his father's death, however, he had to return home and

manage the farming interests until 1870, when he made his way to the west

in search of a location. He decided upon Kansas Cit'y, and for thirty-eight

years has been a representative of the medical fraternity here, making, how-

ever, a specialty of surgery in his practice. In this conection he has won more
than local fame. In ]\Iay. 1874, he performed the first operation in Kansas
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City for ovariotomy, in which he was successful. In 1870 he was appointed
assistant demonstrator of- anatomy in the College of Physicians & Surgeons
and has almost continuously since that time been connected with educational

work along the line of the profession. In 1871 he was elected professor of

anatomy to succeed Dr. A. D. Taylor, who had been called to the chair

of surgery and on the death of Dr. Taylor in 1882 he again became his suc-

cessor, occupying the chair of surgery in the College of Physicians & Surgeons
until 1891. In 1892 he was made professor of surgery in the University

Medical College and so continues to the present time. From 1888 until 1895

he conducted a private hospital, which brought him special advantages

through its thorough equipment in the performance of surgical operation.

In 1884, in connection with Dr. A. L. Fulton, he established the Kansas

City Medical Record, the oldest local medical journal now in existence, and

was associated therewith for several years. He has been a constant contributor

to medical journals and has frequently prepared and delivered papers be-

fore medical societies upon the discussion of various points of interest to

the profession. He has continuously been a student and his wide research and

investigation have constantly broadened his knowledge, while his experience
has continually promoted his efficiency.

In 1871 Dr. Halley was married to Miss Florence Chiles, who was a mem-
ber of the Methodist church, and died in that faith in 1887, leaving one

daughter, Georgia E., now the wife of Donald Lotshaw, associate editor of

the Kansas City Star. In November, 1889, Dr. Halley was again married,

his second union being with Miss Jessie, daughter of Dr. .1. Q. Egelston, of

Olathe, Kansas. Their two children are George E. and Eleanor J.

JAMES W. L. SLAYENS.

The salient features in the life record of James W. L. Slavens, de-

ceased, were those which connected him with the bar of Kansas City as a

prominent attorney and identified him with the pioneer development of the

city. He stood for progress and advancement in municipal lines and for

one term was honored with the mayoralty. His life record began in Putnam

county, Indiana, August 3, 1838. His great-grandfather, John Slavens,

was a Scotch-Irish Protestant, who settled in Virginia in early life and

there reared a large family, his youngest son being Isaiah Slavens, who

served for five years in the Revolutionary war, valiantly defending the in-

terests of the colonists. After the war he married a Miss Stewart of ]Mary-

land and removed to Kentucky, where he engaged in farming for some

time. Three of his sons enlisted for service in the war of 1812 and Isaiah

Slavens afterward joined them, immediately volunteering and serving out

the term of his enlistment. His last days were spent in Putnam county,

Indiana, where he died at the venerable age of eighty-six years.

His son, Hiram B. Slavens, the father of our subject, was born in ]\Iont-

gomery county, Kentucky, in 1802, and acquired a good education for
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those days. For several years in early manhood he taught school in his

native county and in 1827 he removed to Putnam county, Indiana, wliere

he entered land from the government and engaged in farming, making his

home upon his place which he there developed throughout his remaining

days. He was widely known as a loyal and enterprising citizen a. id u

earnest, effective friend of the cause of education. He gave active aid in

founding Asbury University of Indiana and in many other ways showed

his deep interest in the intellectual progress of the state. In 1830 he mar-

ried Sarah Holland, a daughter of William and Susanna (Grant) Holland,
of Bath county, Kentucky. Her ancestors came from England and Scot-

land in colonial days and settled in Virginia.

James W. L. Slavens was reared uj^on his father's farm and assisted

in its development until he was old enough to attend school, when he

entered the Asbury University of Indiana, pursuing a classical course,

which he completed with high honors in 1859. Following his graduation
he removed to Douglas county, Illinois, where he was married to Miss Mat-

tie McNutt, a daughter of Collin and Mary McNutt, both natives of Doug-
las county, Illinois, where Mr. McNutt was engaged in general farming until

about 1870. He then removed westward, settling in Kansas City, where he

lived retired until his death, while his wife also passed away here.

Prior to his marriage Mr. Slavens had purchased a tract of land in

Douglas county, Illinois, and after that important event in his life he

settled upon his farm to improve and develop it. He fenced the land and

there carried on general agricultural pursuits for a year, after wliich he

placed a tenant upon the property. In the meantime he gave considerable

attention to the study of law, which he prosecuted exclusively the ensuing

year and in the spring of 1861 he entered upon the practice of the profes-

sion in Tuscola, Illinois, with William McKenzie. Soon after the outbreak

of the Civil war he enlisted for service in the Seventy-third Illinois Volun-

teer Regiment and was commissioned quartermaster. Soon after going to

the front, however, he was detailed for duty in the subsistence department,
W'here he continued until the close of the war, serving the last year on the

staff of Major General George H. Thomas. He was mustered out in July,

1865.

In the fall of that year Mr. Slavens came to Jackson county and after

living for a short time in Independence, took up his abode in Kansas City

in the spring of 1866. He began the ])ractice of law with his ])rother,

Luther C. Slavens, who is a prominent attorney here and an ex-circuit judge.

For seven years he continued in active practice of his profession and then

turned his attention to the packing business, becoming one of the first l)eef

and pork packers of Kansas City, thus being a pioneer in the enterprise

which is today an important source of income of Kansas City and this por-

tion of the west. In 1867 he was elected city treasurer and served for one

year, while in the spring of 1868 he formed a partnership with E. W. Pat-

tison and William Epperson for the purpose of engaging in the beef and

pork packing Ijusine.'^s. They built a large stone house which is still standing

in AV("<t Kansas City and in the fall of that year thoy ]-)ackod forty-five Inm-
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dred head of cattle, which was the beginning of the hxrge beef packing busi-

ness for which Kansas City has become celebrated. The following year Mr.
Slavens became associated in the packing business in Kansas City, Missouri,
With J. C. Ferguson and other well known men of Indianapolis and built

a. large brick packing-house, carrying on the business for ten years, during
which time they annually packed thirteen thousand beef cattle and forty
thousand hogs, sending their output to all parts of the world. He devoted

his attention to the business until his retirement, the industry constantly

growing in volume and importance and yielding a large annual revenue to

the proprietors. For a few years prior to his death- he lived retired, having
suffered a stroke of paralysis. He was also interested in real estate and
owned considerable city property.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Slavens were born eight children, of whom seven

are yet living, namely: James M., who is a traveling salesman for the Moore
Chemical & Manufacturing Company of Kansas' City, making his home
at No. 3737 Genesee street; Hiram C, who resides in New York city;

Luther C, who makes his home in Los Angeles, California; Leander P., of

Boston, Massachusetts; and a daughter who makes her home in Kansas City;
Carl C. who at one time was engaged in the drug business in Kansas City
but now makes his home in South Dakota; and Mrs. Clifford Jenkins,
whose husband is one of the most prominent merchants of Kansas City.

The death of the husband and father occurred February 10, 1905.

Kansas City had come to know and honor him because of his activity and

enterprise in business, his unquestioned loyalty to the public good and the

sterling traits which he manifested in his social relations. In politics he

was an earnest republican, taking an active, interest in the party and its

work. He was not only called to the office of city treasurer during the early

years of his residence here, but in 1877 was elected mayor of Kansas City
and for one year served as mayor of Westport, which is now a part of the

city. He was opposed to anything like misrule in municipal affairs and
stood for progress and improvement, regarding a public office as a public
trust. Fraternally he was connected with the Masons and with the Good

Templars, the latter association indicating his attitude on the temperanc?

question. Both he and his wife were pioneer members of the Grand Avenue
IVIethodist Episcopal church, in the work of which they took an active part.

Mr. Slavens was a lay delegate to the general conference of the church

held in Baltimore in 1876. His position was never an equivocal one and his

influence was always found on the side of right, justice, truth and advancement.

In his public service he looked beyond the needs and interests of the mo-

ment to the exigencies and possibilities of the future and labored not for

the clav alone but for the succeeding vears as well. His earlv training as a

lawyer proved an element in his later success in other ways, for the analytical,

intuitive trend of mind which he had cultivated enabled him to readily

understand a situation and place a correct value upon his opportunities.

His business career was marked by steady progress and by the achievement

of most honorable success. He had a very wide and extensive acquaintance

among the prominent pioneer families and his memory is yet enshrined
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in the hearts of all -who knew him. i\Irs. Slavens has until a recent date

resided at the old home at No. 3016 Oak street, which she still owns, to-

gether with other property which she rents. She is now residing at No.

4423 Jefferson street. She came to Kansas City wdth her husband in tlie

early years of their married life and has since made her home here, having
a large circle of friends in the city.

LEMUEL CROSBY.

I.emuel Crosby, engaged in the contracting business in Kansas City lor

the past quarter of a century or more, was born in Nova Scotia, May 10,

1846. He resided in Canada for ten years and then accompanied his par-

ents on their removal to Minneaj)olis, where the succeeding seven years oi

his life were passed. In 1862, when a youth of but sixteen years, he

offered his services to his country in defense of the Union and was assigned

to duty Avith Company G, Tenth Minnesota Infantry, with which he served

for three years, being mustered out in August, 1865. He had all of the

experiences of camp life, participating in some hotly contested battles, tak-

ing part in long, hard marches and again doing duty on the lonely picket

line. He was in the campaigns against General Price and also in the en-

gagements against Hood at Nashville. He likewise assisted in the capture

of Spanish Fort at Mobile Llarbor, and in his military service traveled thou-

sands of miles throughout the South.

When the war was over Mr. Crosby returned to the North and after-

ward engaged in railroad contracting until 1876, when he turned his atten-

tion to general cai-pentering. In 1879 he went to Kansas where, secur-

ing land, he began farming, following that pursuit for several years. He

settled on a claim, for Kansas was at that time a frontier district and much
of the land was unclaimed and uncultivated. With characteristic energy

he begiui the development of a farm Ijut was compelled to leave the state

on account of the drouth which caused a faihu'e of crops.

Removing from Phillips county, Kansas, to Kansas City in August,

1880, Mr. Crosby here followed carpentering for a time and then began

contracting, Avith which line of business he has been connected foi- more

than twenty-five years. To his credit stand several of tlie prominent business

blocks and residences of the city, including the Arlington block, a large

warehouse for the Townley Metal Company, the Townley residence on

Gladstone boulevard, the home of Major Beahim on Thirtieth and Troost,

the home of David Benjamin on Thirty-sixth and McGee, and many others

equally fine. His son, J. E. Crosby, is associated with him in business, the

partnership having existed for the past ten years. The firm have a large

business outside of Kansas City, many of their patrons being in Kansas and

Oklahoma.

On the 28th of October, 1871, Mr. Crosby was married to Miss May T.

Goll, of Keokuk. Towa, who was there born in 1855. She was educated
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in the public schools of Marion, Iowa, and her father was Malcolm Goll, a

pilot on the Mississippi river in early days. Both he and his wife, however,
are now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Crosby reside at No. 4241 Harrison street,

Avhere he owns a beautiful residence, w^hich he erected. Their children are

James Edgar and Jessie May. The son was born at Marion, Iowa, March

14, 1873, and was educated in the public schools of Kansas City, being

graduated with the class of 1892. He afterward pursued a post graduate

course, in the high school of Kansas City, in 1893, and during the two

succeeding years attended the Kansas State University at Lawrence.

For ten years he has been associated with his father in business and
the firm of Crosby & Son is a prominent one in building circles. On
the 12th of September, 1898, he married Alice M. Boswell, at Sweet Springs,

Missouri, who was born there, October 16, 1875. Her father, F. M. Boswell,

is a carpenter now living in Kansas City. Unto this marriage have been

born two sons: James Edgar, whose birth occurred at Sweet Springs, Sep-
tember 25, 1899; and Harry Lemuel, born in Kansas City, October 5, 1901.

The family home is a beautiful dwelling at 4616 Virginia avenue, which

was built by J. E. Crosby. The daughter, Jessie May Crosby, born in Kan-
sas City, August 2, 1891, was a pupil in the public schools here and after-

ward attended Central College at Lexington, Missouri. She is now at home
with her parents.

Mr. Crosby has made a creditable record as a business man who, though
he has faced obstacles and difficulties has overcome these by determined pur-

X)ose and unfaltering industry and is today one of the substantial residents

of the community. In citizenship he is public-spirited, manifesting the

same loyalty to his country which he displayed on southern battlefields.

SEBASTIAN GARDNER.

In a record of the business development of Kansas City the name of

Sebastian Gardner figures prominently, as he was the first hardware merchant

here. Dating his arrival from 1866, he was throughout the remainder of his

life a factor in the commercial progress of the city, contributing through his

enterprise and progressiveness to the general development as w^ell as to indi-

vidual success. His birth occurred in Cincinnati, Ohio, June 17, 1841. His

parents there resided during the greater part of their lives, the father being

connected with the iron industry, and both he and his wife passed away in

Cincinnati.

Sebastian Gardner in his boyhood days was a pupil in the public schools

and also attended private Catholic schools of Cincinnati. When a youth of

fifteen he started out in life on his own account as a clerk in a hardware store

owned by Tyler Davidson, one of the pioneer merchants in that line in Cin-

cinnati. That he proved himself willing, capable and energetic is indicated

by the fact that he remained in that employ for seven or eight years. About

the clo.se of the Civil war he left Ohio and went to the south, settling in
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Natchez, Mississippi, where he established a hardware business on his own

account, conducting the store for two years.

In May, 18G6, Mr. Gardner came to Kansa.s City and opened the first re-

tail hardware establishment here, constantly increasing his stock in order to

meet the demands of a growing population. From the beginning the new enter-

prise prospered. For several years he was associated in business with Mr.

Mullett, who finally sold out to John Calvin Boyd, who is still a resident of

the city, making his home on Armour boulevard, and is engaged in the real

estate business. The partnership continued for five years, after which Mr.

Gardner purchased Mr. Boyd's interest and successfully conducted business

here for over forty years, his store being located at No. 542 Main street. He

always carried a large and well selected line of goods, anticipating the wants

of the public and gaining a liberal patronage by straightforward methods and

mdefatigable energy.

Mr. Gardner was married in Kansas Citv to Miss Louise M. Alms, also a

native of Cincinnati and a representative of one of the pioneer families here,

her parents being Herman F. and Margaret (Dahme) Alms, who were born in

Germany but came to the United States in early life, settling in Cincinnati,

where Mr. Alms engaged in the hotel business until 1866. He then removed

to Kansas City, where he established a general mercantile enterprise at the

corner of Fourteenth street and Grand avenue, continuing in business there

until his death in 1871. Mrs. Alms afterward made her homo with Mr. and

Mrs. Gardner until her demise in 1896.

The death of Mr. Gardner occurred February 11, 1901, after he had

suffered from ill health for several years. In politics he was independent,

always supporting the men whom he regarded as best qualified for office. He
had no desire for political i:)referment, as his time and energies were concen-

trated upon the development of his business affairs, which reached extensive

proportions as the years passed by. The house ever sustained an unassailable

reputation for commercial integrity and year l)y year ]\Ir. Gardner added to

his financial resources until he became a man of afiluence. For five years fol-

lowing his death Mrs. Gardner carried on the business as sole owner and then

in 1906 sold out. She is Avell known here, having many friends, and is the

owner of a large and beautiful home at No. 702 East Fourteenth street, at the

corner of Holmes street, which was purchased by Mr. Gardner more than

twenty years ago.

JOHN A. ROBINSON.

John A. Robinson, wlm l)ecamc a resident of Kansas City in 1883,

was engaged in the grain trade hero fi'om 188." until bis death in 1902, and

the qualities which ho manifo.^tod as a representative of connnorcial inter-

ests entitle him to mention witli tlio representative men of tliis city. He
was born in Now Yoi-k city. .Tiil\- 20. 1847. Hi- fatluM- was a ]^apor-box

manufacturer there and l)eeaiiie a verv well-to-do man. but died when his
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son was a young man, while the mother passed away when he was six years
of age.

John A. Robinson attended some of the best schools of New York city
and at the age of sixteen was qualified for entrance to Columbia College but
decided not to pursue his studies further but instead to enter business life

with his father. He becamo his father's assistant in the office, where he
.remained for a few years and after his father's death made his way to the

west and south, living at different times in various cities, where he was

engaged in business. He finally took up his abode in Chicago, where he
conducted business interests for a few years, after which he returned to New
York city, where he resided until 1883. On account of his health he again
came to the middle west, making his Avay direct to Kansas City.

Wishing to thoroughly acquaint himself with the grain trade that he

might profitably engage in that line of business, he here accepted a posi-
tion as bookkeeper for a Mr. Merritt, a grain merchant. After being with
him for a short time Mr. Robinson later served as bookkeeper for other

houses until 1885, when he felt his knowledge of the business justified his

active connection with the trade as a grain merchant. He then formed a

partnership with H. F. Hall and others, under the firm style of A. J.. Poor
& Company, and they engaged in the grain business until July, 1886, w^hen

Mr. Robinson and Mr. Hall purchased the interest of the other members
of the firm and continued the business alone until the death of Mr. Robin-
son. From the beginning the enterprise proved successful and they annu-

ally handled large quantities of grain, making extensive shipments and

profitable sales. They had offices in the board of trade building and the

business has since the death of Mr. Robinson been continued, the firm being
now known as the Hall-Baker Grain Company.

i\Ir. Robinson was married in the east, in 1885, to Miss Hannah E.

Hogan, a native of New York city, and a daughter of Roderick Hogan, a

manufacturer of New York city during the greater part of his life. He was
ver\' successful and following his retirement he spent his remaining days at

his home in Mount Vernon, New York. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Robinson were

born four children; Graham, now twenty-one years- of age, and a graduate
of the Yale University, makes his home with his mother but at the present

writing, in 1908, is in Texas, learning the lumber business with the pur-

pose of devoting his time and energies to that department of trade. Ara-

bella is a student in Wellesley College. John H. and Elizabeth are attend-

ing school in Kansas City. The mother is giving to her children excellent

educational advantages, realizing the value of this as a preparation for life.

The death of the husband and father occurred November 23, 1902. In

the previous year his health failed and he traveled quite extensively, hoping to

be benefited thereby, but without avail. He gave his political .support to the re-

publican party at the polls but was not an active worker in its ranks and never

an office seeker. In the east he belonged to a number of leading clubs and soci-

eties in New York city and in Kansas City held membership in the Country
Club. Both he and his wife are consistent members and generous support-
ers of the First Presbyterian church here. In 1899 Mr. Robinson pur-
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chased a handsome residence at No. 600 East Thirty-sixth street, where his

widow now resides. He Avas recognized as one of the prominent and pros-

perous business men here and gained many friends who recognize and

appreciate his many sterhng traits of character. Successful in business, his

path was never strewn with the wreck of other men's fortunes but was

carved out in harmony with the mo.st honorable principles.

CLARENCE JAMES FLETCHER.

Clarence James Fletcher, late vice president and secretary of the C. J.

Fletcher Grocery Company of Kansas City, w^as born in Toronto, Canada,

April 9, 1863. His father, Thomas A. Fletcher, was a descendant of the

famous English poet of that name. He came from England to America before

the day of steamboat navigation and located in Toronto. In 1870 he became

a resident of St. Joseph, Missouri, where he Avas engaged in the coal business

until his death. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Caroline Brown and

was a native of Ohio, is also now deceased.

Accompanying his parents on their removal to St. Joseph when but seven

years of age, Clarence James Fletcher was educated in the public schools of

that city and w^hen only thirteen years of age put aside his text-books to enter

business life, becoming an employe of the Townsend-Wyatt Dry Goods Com-

pany of St. Joseph. Mr. Townsend w-as also interested in the Sommer-

Richardson Cracker Company of St. Joseph, now a branch of the National

Biscuit Company. After seven years' service with the dry-goods company
Mr. Fletcher was transferred to the other company to look after Mr. Town-

send's interests there and so continued until 1886. He was thus for ten years

in the employ of one man, his capability and trustworthiness winning him

recognition in successive promotions until in 1886, when he resigned with the

intention of establishing an independent business. In that year he went to

Wichita, Kansas, whore he established a grocery business, conducting two

stores until 1898. On the 31st of August of the latter year he arrived in Kan-

sas City and established the Fletcher Candy Company, now the Fletcher Con-

fectionery Company. He was active in its successful management until Janu-

ary, 1905, when he disposed of his holdings in that company and jDurchased

an interest in the R. II. Williams Grocery Company, of which he became vice

president and secretary. The niiiiio was then changed to the C. J. Fletcher

Grocery Company and from that time until his death Mr. Fletcher gave un-

divided attention to the management of this business, which is today one of

the largest retail grocery enterprises of the city, doing business at Nos. 1114-16

Grand avenue. He also established six branch stores and thus conducted a

very extensive business but disposed of two of these shortly prior to his demise.

Mr. Fletcher was very prominent in business circles and was highly esteemed

as a man (tf unsullied reputation based upon his integrity and marked ability.

He attained a success unusual for a man of his years, for he was yet in the
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prime of life when he passed away on the loth of September, 1907, at the age
of forty-four, his death resulting after a week's illness of peritonitis.

Mr. Fletcher had been married on the 8th of October, 1884, to Miss Carrie

Hastings, who was then a student in the University of Kansas at Lawrence,
in which city the wedding ceremony w^as performed. Mrs. Fletcher is a daugh-
ter of Samuel Hastings, a prominent grain merchant of Fairfield, Iowa, and

an early settler of that place, having removed there from Ohio when a young
man. Mr. Fletcher was a member of the First Church of Christ, to which
Mrs. Fletcher still belongs. He was survived by his widow and also two

brothers, Fred and Arthur Fletcher, wdio are residents of Chicago.
Such in brief was the life record of Clarence James Fletcher but those

who knew him recognized him as more than a sucessful business man—a man
who thoroughly enjoyed home life and took great pleasure in the society of

his family and friends. He was always courteous, kindly and affable and
those who knew him personally had for him warm regard. Possessed of much
natural ability, his success in business from the beginning of his residence in

Kansas City was uniform and rapid. Starting out for himself at an early

age, he quickly developed self-reliance and an independence of character which
were strong factors in his later prosperity. His death therefore was the oc-

casion of deep and widespread regret: among his contemporaries in business

life because of the respect which they entertained for his ability and integrity ;

in the city because he was loyal to the interests promoted for public welfare;
and in social life because he possessed those traits of character which awaken

strong friendship and kindly esteem.

SMITH D. WOODS.

Among those who by reason of the i:)Ossession of some particular traits

of character, or the accomplishment of certain tasks, have advanced beyond
their fellowmen into that class who are termed the prominent citizens of a

community, was numbered Smith D. AVoods, who figured in Kansas City as a

capitalist and successful merchant. He w^as also mayor of the city and his

influence upon the public life was always along lines of improvement and

advancement. Born upon a farm in Indiana not far from the Ohio state line,

December 2, 1830, he was a son of Samuel and Mary (Carroll) Woods, the

latter a representative of a prominent old Carroll family of Maryland. The
father was a farmer throughout his entire life, carrying on agricultual pur-
suits in Indiana to the time of his death, which occurred when his son, Smith,
was but ten years of age.

The boy was then reared in the state of his nativity by his elder brother,

who also bore the name of Samuel Woods, and who was a West Point graduate,

serving in the Mexican war as aide-de-camp to General Winfield Scott. He
acquired a good, practical English education in the public schools and remained

with his brother until 1858, when he came to the west, becoming one of the

early residents of Leavenworth, Kansas, where as a pioneer merchant he
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formed a partnership with William Abernathy and opened a furniture store,

where they successfully conducted business until 1870, when Mr. Woods dis-

posed of his interest there and removed to Kansas City. Here he formed a

partnership in the furniture business with Colonel J. L. Abernathy and carried

on commercial pursuits in that line for eight years. He then sold his interest

to his partner and the Abernathy Furniture Company, which w^as then organ-

ized, is today in control of one of the best furniture stores of the city. Mr.

Woods retired from that field of activity with the intention of putting aside

business cares altogether, but indolence and idleness w^ere utterly foreign to

his nature and he found pleasure in the supervision of his investments. He
w^as interested in mining stock in Kansas and was also the owner of much
valuable real estate in Kansas City. He was, however, no longer bound down

by the ties of commercial life, but found leisure for those pursuits which con-

tributed to his welfare and happiness.
In 1857 Mr. Woods was married in Richmond, Indiana, to ]\Iiss Frances

Landon, wdio was born near Burlington, Vermont, was of English lineage and

a daughter of L. E. Landon, a member of a very prominent family of the

New England states. Her father always made his home in Vermont and

Massachusetts and through the careful conduct of his business interests be-

came very wealthy, so that he lived retired in his later years. He died in ^lassa-

chusetts when Mrs. Woods was but fourteen years of age. The year follow-

ing their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Woods removed to Leavenworth, Kansas, and

her sister, Miss Louise Landon, went there to live w'ith them, but soon after-

ward she made the acquaintance of David J. Brewer, then a young attorney

but now a justice of the supreme court of the United States, and to him she

gave her hand in marriage. The w^armest attachment always existed between

the Brewer and the Woods families and in their frequent visits to Washing-
ton Mr. and Mrs. Woods formed the acquaintance of many of the distinguished

statesmen of the country, including President Benjamin Harrison, wlio was

a classmate of Mr. Woods. He was also a personal friend of George W. Julian

and Ex-Governor L. P. Morton.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Woods were born two children, but Ella died in

Leavenworth, Kansas, in 1865. The other daughter, Mary L., is now the only

surviving member of the family. The father's death occurred December 28,

1888, while Mrs. Woods made her home in Kansas City until her own demise

on the 2d of December, 1907. She was a woman of charming personality and

many social characteristics, who was widely and favoral)ly known in Kansas

City. She became a pioneer member of Grace Episcopal church and was very

devoted to the church throughout her remaining days.

Mr. AVoods figured prominently and actively in political circles in Kansas

City as a leader of tlic democratic party and in 1874 was elected mayor, which

position he filled for two years. He was a nieniljcr of the Masonic fraternity

and attained the Knights Templar degree. He was the friend of every pioneer
and |))ominent business man of Kansas City and was well known throughout
the state. His business affairs were so capably tnanag('(l that he attained

wealth and his methods were .so honorable tliat the most envious could not

grudge him his success. He left tlie impress of liis individuality upon pu1)lic
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life, upon the welfare of the city, upon its commercial development and also

upon those with whom he came in contact. He was a man of strong and
forceful character, who placed a correct valuation upon life and its opportuni-
ties and his personal worth was indicated by the fact that many distinguished
men were glad to call him friend. ^liss Mary L. AVoods occupies the old family

residence, which is a beautiful home at No. 1720 Penn street. When her

parents came to Kansas City this district was known as Cook's pasture, but it

is now in the center of a residence portion adorned with many palatial homes.

JUDGE WILLARD PREBLE HALL.

Judge Willard Preble Hall, widely recognized as one of the most dis-

tinguished lawyers of Missouri and one of the active forces in democratic

politics, has exerted an influence that has been as beneficial as it is far-

reaching. He is accounted the peer of the best thinking men of the age and

may well be classed with Kansas City's most distinguished citizens.

He was born September 19, 1851, at St. Joseph, Missouri, his father

being Governor Willard P. Hall, of Missouri. The ancestral history can be

traced back to the year 1634, when a widow and several sons settled at Med-

ford, Massachusetts. From one son, who married Majorie Davis, a niece of

Simon Willard, Judge Hall is descended. The name Willard has been

given to many other descendants in different generations. The great-grand-

father, Stephen Hall, who was a tutor at Harvard, wedded Mary Holt, a

widow and a daughter of Deacon Cotton, of Portland, Maine, where they
lived subsequent to their marriage. His son, John Hall, was a mechanic
and inventor and for many years was superintendent of the government
armory at Harper's Ferry. Being a government employe, the government
would issue him no patents, although he brought forth a number of valu-

able inventions, one of which. Hall's carbine, was the first breech-loading

gun placed upon the market. John Hall was united in marriage to Statira

Preble, of Portland, Maine, a daughter of Isaiah Preble and a sister of Wil-

liam Pitt Preble.

Willard Preble Hall, son of John Hall and father of Judge Hall, was

a graduate of Yale University of the class of 1839 and in 1840 became a

resident of Missouri, settling in Randolph county. He became one of the

most distinguished and prominent men of the state and became war gover-
nor of the state in 1864 upon the death of Governor Gamball. He wedded
Anne Richardson, a daughter of Major W. P. Richardson, w^ho came from

Kentucky late in the thirties and was a noted whig politician, at one time

serving as Indian agent at a post in Kansas. Unto Governor and Mr.s. Hall

were born four children, three sons and one daughter.

Entering the public schools of his native city, Willard P. Hall, Jr.,

passed through successive grades until he had completed the high school

course and later he spent three years in Yale University. His law studies

were i)ursued in the office and under the direetion of his di-tinguished
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father and in 1872 lie was admitted to the bar. His first partnership was

with Judge O. M. Spencer and later the adnhssion of H. K. White to the

firm led to the adoption of the firm style of White, Spencer & Hall. Having
located for practice in St. Joseph, he Avas elected city attorney there in 1876

and in 1878 was chosen by popular suffrage to the ofhce of prosecuting attorney

of Buchanan county. From 1885 until 1889 he was judge of the Kansas City

court of appeals, and in the latter year the Master of Arts degree was conferred

upon him by Yale University in recognition of the excellent work which he

had done in the field of his chosen profession. Judge Hall has argued many
cases and lost but few. No one better knows the necessity for thorough prep-

aration and no one more industriously prepares his cases than he. His course

in the courtroom is characterized by a calmness and dignity that indicate re-

serve strength. His handling of his case is always full, comprehensive and

accurate; his analysis of the facts is clear and exhaustive; he sees without

effort the relation and dependence of the facts, and so groups them as to

enable him to throw their combined force upon the point they tend to prove.

His opinions while on the bench showed great research, industry and care and

challenged the approval of, and commended themselves to the bench and

the bar.

On the 22d of June, 1876, Judge Hall was married in Philadelphia to

Miss Isabel Fry Alrich, a daughter of William T. Alrich, of DelaAvare, whose

family came from Holland to America while this country was still one of the

colonial possessions of Great Britain. They had three children, of wdiom two

are living, Anne Richardson and Preble Hall.

GEORGE H. KAH:\IANN.

George H. Kahmann, senior member of the firm of Kallmann & Mc-

Murry, prominent contractors of Kansas City, Avas l)orn in St. Louis. Mis-

souri, September 18, 1854. His father, Christo|)her H. Kahmann, removed

soon afterward to Franklin county, Missouri, with his family, and there

engaged in llio pork-packing business for tweiily-fivc years. His memory is

yet cherished as that of one of Washington's leading citizens, Avhose business

enterprise and devotion In llic ])ublic good were the chief elements. in the city's

growth and progrCvSs. He wedded Mary Mense Uhlenbrock, Avho was born

on a sailing vessel en route to .\merica from Hanover. Germany, in 1835.

Her father, whose family name was Mense. married the heir to the estate of

T'hlenbrock, an old German domain, and according to the law of that coun-

try, assumed the name nf the estate as his surname.

George H. Kahinaini was ibe cldcsl in a family of eight children, six of

whom reached adult years, wliilc five of llic numlicr are still li\ing. Guy F.

Kahmann. llic oldest, is seciclary and Irensnrer of the PI. Tibbe & Son Manu-

facturing Company, manufacturers of the Mi.'^sonri meerschaum corn cob

pi])es at Washington. Missom'i. Joseph V. Kahmann is special agem and

adjuster for Ihe Home Insni'ance Company at Kansa- City. ^Tr^. Charles
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I. Wynne, formerly of St. Louis, and Mrs. John B. Busch, are both residing

at the old home in AVashington, Missouri.

George H. Kallmann was educated in the parish schools of Wa^shington,

Missouri, and spent two years at Notre Dame University, after which he

entered the Washington Savings Bank as assistant cashier, which position he

held for three years. He then went to St. Louis and accepted a clerical posi-

tion in a wholesale mercantile house, but upon the death of his mother, in

1874, he returned to Washington to look after his father's interests, while his

father made a trip to Europe. In 1879 Mr. Kallmann purchased a controlling
interest in the business of the firm of H. Tibbe & Son, who had just taken

out a patent for the manufacure of corn cob pipes, after which he devoted his

attention entirely to the establishment of the business. He thus laid the

foundation of an enterprise that has since grown to vast proportions and has

in the past thirty years paid its stockholders a quarter of a million dollars

in dividends.

On the 12th of May, 1881, Mr. Kahmann was married to Miss Mary S.

Hopkins, a daughter of H. S. Hopkins, president of the H. S. Hopkins Bridge

Company, a well known bridge contracting firm of St. Louis. A year later

Mr. Kahmann became a member of that firm, thus extending the scope of his

activity.

In 1885 he placed his brother, Guy F. Kallmann, in charge of the corn

cob pipe business at Washington, and became actively engaged in bridge

work, taking charge of the construction of the substmcture of a bridge on

the Louisville Southern Railroad at Tyrone, Kentucky, near Lawrenceburg.
The Hopkins Bridge Company having secured the contract for the Winner

bridge over the Missouri river at Kansas City, Mr. Kahmann came here in

1889 to take charge of its construction, and, bringing his family with him,
has since made this city his home. Since his arrival he has been continually

engaged in general railroad and bridge contracting, making a specialty of

pneumatic work and deep and difficult foundations, for which construction

the company is equipped with one of the largest plants in the west. They
have to their credit the substructure of important bridges on nearly every rail-

way system in the west and south, among which are all the bridges on the

Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf Railroad, including the bridge at Little Rock,

Arkansas; the first bridge constructed over the Red river on the Rock Island

Railroad
;
the bridge over the Alabama river near Montgomery on the Mobile

& Ohio Railroad
;
the Maple Leaf bridge at Kansas City ;

and the substructure

of the Sixth street viaduct over the Kaw river at Kansas City. They are

now engaged in building a bridge over the Atchafalaya river near Melville,

Louisiana, on the New Orleans branch of the Frisco system.
Mr. Kahmann has been very successful in all his enterprises, and his

name is widely and favorably known in the business world in which he has

been engaged, and is highly respected in social circles. He has large real-

estate holdings in Kansas City, and takes a lively interest in the welfare and

advancement of the city. Fraternally he is connected with the Knights of

Columbus and socially with the Elm Ridge Club. In politics he is a demo-

crat, but not active, and he is a member of the Roman Catholic church.
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Mr. Ivahmanii has a family of four children : Nathalie M., at home
;
C.

Henry, who is with the Rudd-McQueeny Insurance Company; George H.,

who is with the Central National Bank; and Karl G., at school. Mr. Kall-

mann is a man of genial, social nature, but modest and retiring in manner.

He is, however, recognized as a public-spirited citizen, charitable in thought

and action. His personality is one which inspires respect and confidence.

He is a man of fine appearance, face and figure being indicative of his active,

well spent life, whereby he has advanced from a comparatively humble place

in the business world to one of distinction and affluence. He has made

steady progress, not by reason of any favoring circumstances or peculiarly

fortunate conditions that have surrounded him, but because he has been

watchful of the opportunities pointing to success, has utilized the chances

that have come to him, and has gained public confidence by unfaltering relia-

bility as well as most excellent workmanship. The firm of which he is now

at the head is today one of the most important in contracting circles in Kan-

sas City and the west.

JOHN C. MERINE.

John C. Merine, who was one of America's most prominent [K)rtrait

artists, became a resident of Kansas City in 1SB9 and here remained to the

time of his demise. A native of Richmond, Indiana, he was born on the

28th of September, 1821, his parents being Charles and Abbie Merine, who

were natives of Maryland. They removed to Richmond, Indiana, during an

early period in its development and in that locality the father followed agri-

cultural pursuits and passed away there at the comparatively early age of

forty-five years. His widow, long surviving him, reached the age of eighty-

seven years.

While spending his boyhood days in his parents' home, John C. ^hM'ine

attended the public schools of Richmond and early gave indication of the

artistic talent which in later years brought him fame and fortune. For (he

development of ]\i< native powers he entered the Cincinnati Art School when

eighteen years of age and studied for several years in that city, being for a

time under the instruction of Insclo AVilliatris. wlioso ])nnorama of the Bible

placed him among the celebrated ])aintcr.< of the world. Ih' was a classmate

of AVinans, Beard and Johnson, all of whom became renowned as arti-ts,

conducting studios in New York city.

On leaving Cincinnati Mr. Merine went to Louisville, Kentucky, wIicit

he opened a studio and entered u])on his life work a.- an artist. In his
]»!•()-

fessional cajiaeity lie visited all of the towns of the state and made |iaintings

of many of Kenlneky's most famous men. lie, however, maintained Iiis

headquarters at Lonisxille, where he condneted his studio for tweh'e years

and during that time painted jiortrait- of Henry Clay; Rev. Alexander-

Camjjbell, tlie foundei' of llie Chi'istian ehincli; Attorney General Harlan,

father of Jn.-tiei' Ilai'lan of the snnrenie eoui't : and ( Jeorge D. Prentice, the
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distinguished editor of the Louisville Journal. The character of his work

is indicated by a statement made concerning his portrait of Clay: "It is

certainly the finest painting of this great man. One is forced to imagine

that the man and not the shadow stands before him."

Mr. Merine removed from Louisville to Jacksonville, Illinois, where he

purchased four acres of land, his purpose being to raise fruit thereon that

he might use it as a study from which to paint. Year by year his fame in-

creased until his patronage was drawn from all the territory between New
York and San Francisco, while some of his works are also seen in Europe.

While at Jacksonville he painted portraits of Governors Yates and Oglesby

of Illinois and had commissions from many other prominent people of the

country.

It was while living in Jacksonville that Mr. Merine was married to

Miss Mary A. Clampit, who was a belle of that city. She was born in Jack-

sonville and there acquired her education, being graduated from the Women's

College of that city when twenty-one years of age. Her mother died in

Jacksonville and her father. Rev. Moses Clampit, a minister of the Methodist

Episcopal church, engaged in preaching there until 1849, when he gave

up the active work of the ministry and joined the American Argonauts, who

in 1'S49 wont in search of the golden fleece to California. He invested in

property in the western states and through his speculations became quite

wealthy, but later lost considerable property. In 1857 he settled in Portland,

Oregon, where he lived retired until his death. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Merine

were born two daughters, Minnie E. and Monona. The younger daughter, who
died in 1890 at the age of nineteen years, was a very talented young lady

and a great favorite with her father and a beautiful painting which he made

of her now adorns the mother's home. Minnie E., residing with her mother,

is a fine pianist and also plays the pipe organ. She was graduated on the

completion of a course in music at the New England Conservatory, and is

very prominent in the musical as well as the social circles of Kansas City.

In 1867 Mr. Merine spent eight months in Madison, Wisconsin, and

there his brush and palette were constantly employed. Several of his por-

traiturCvS of the leading men of that state are now to be seen in the Wiscon-

sin capitol, among the most prominent being those of the judges of the su-

preme court. Chief Justice Whitan, General George B. Smith and W. S.

Penney, a noted attorney. When Mr. Merine contemplated a change of resi-

dence in 1869, many of his friends and admirers urged him to locate either

in Chicago or New York, believing that the large cities would prove a better

artistic field, but, attracted toward the rapidly developing metropolis of

western Missouri, he came to Kansas City in that year. Here not only his

previous success attended him but his patronage grew until he became one

of the best known portrait artists of the west. Forming a i^artnership with

his nephew, Mr. Williams, they opened a studio. Later Mr. Merine removed

his studio to Main street near Eighth street and his last studio was in the

Sheidley building. His patrons included not only many of the distinguished

residents of the city but also prominent men throughout the west. He
])ainted altogether twenty-five hundred portrait-; and among those which
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adorned his studio at the time of his demise was a noteworthy one of Mrs.

Merine at the time the artist first met her. It portrays her in an old-fashioned

pink gown trimmed with lace and the coloring is particularly good. In his

paintings he was specially skillful in producing effects through shadow. He
was fond of half-tones and subdued coloring. High lights are rare in his

works and he cared far more for quiet scenes than for anything of a broader

and more resplendent style of painting. Every detail, however, was given
attention and he succeeded in portraying some remarkable likenesses in his

I)ortrait work. He always read a spiritual meaning in the clouds, which he

was fond of painting. He claimed in his portrait painting that the features,

faithfully brought out (jn canvas, should mirror the spiritual characteristics

of the man.

Mr. Merine, however, did not paint portraits alone. He made some es-

pecially noteworthy studies of fruit and some beautiful landscapes and

marines are the work of his brush. One of his best landscapes is The Return

From the Hunt, the hunters plodding wearily home through the snow, bend-

ing under the load of game on their backs, the dogs laboring at their sides.

The setting sun, l)ursting through the clouds, glints on the snowy trail. The

sky is streaked with red. A dark background of firs rises on the horizon.

The tints are mostly somber and a sense of weariness pervades the whole

scene. Mr. Merine was able to put on canvas the feelings of sadness that

come with the twilight in a way which appeals to the most careless observer.

It is not a usual thing for high artistic taste and talent to be combined

with keen business sagacity but Mr. Merine possessed both. He displayed

jirescience in his investments in property in Kansas City. Soon after his

arrival he purchased eight acres of timber land on what is now Troost avenue

in the most fashionable district of the city and built a fine residence at No.

2305 Troost avenue, which he occupied for fifteen years, though residing in

that vicinity for twenty years. He afterward removed to Hyde Park and

subsequently to a temporary home on Long Meadow avenue, where his last

days were spent. In ])olitics he was a stalwart republican and in early life

affiliated with the Masonic fraternity. Death came to him on the 'I'Ad of

August, 1896, after an illness of five weeks. He was then seventy-five years
of age. In disposition he was rather retiring but fond of society at his

own home and to his friends was most devoted. Like all who walk through

life, hovrever, on a higher plane, his circle of acquaintances was select rather

than large. Kansas City rejoiced in his honors and his success, was proud
f'f his achievements in the realm of art and to the man they paid the highest

tribute of res])ect. He was a believer in the Swedenborgian faitli and al-

waj^s a most faithful follower of high principles and ideals.

Mrs. Merine and her daughter still reside in Kansas City. Tho latter

is a member of the Christian Science church and both are very ])ri»iiiini'Ml

in cultured societv circles. Thev have recentlv removed to a beautiful lioiiic

at No. 2918 East Twenty-ninth street, the walls of which are adorned In-

many of Mr. Merine's finest canvases. Mrs. Merino has been very active in

club life in the city and president of various organizations of this character.

She and her daughter now hold membership in the New Century Clul). of
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which Mrs. Merine has been president for fourteen years. Several times she

has been a delegate to the general federation of women's clubs. Interested

in all that pertains to literary and esthetic culture she is a patron of the arts

and her influence and labors have done much toward development in these

lines in Kansas City.

COLONEL J. L. ABERNATHY.

Colonel J. L. Abernathy, who in the furniture trade won a measure of

success that gained him rank among the capitalists of Kansas City, where he

took up his abode in 1870, was a native of Warren county, Ohio, born March

20, 1833. His parents always resided in Ohio and in Indiana, the father

following farming for many years in the latter state. The son was a student

in the public schools of Knightstown, Indiana, where he acquired a good edu-

cation and then began in business for himself, establishing a dry goods store

in Rushville, Indiana, where he conducted his enterprise successfully until

1855. Feeling that he would have still better opportunities in the new but

rapidly growing west, he removed to Leavenworth, Kansas, where in part-

nership with S. D. AVoods he established a furniture store in which he engaged
until after the outbreak of the Civil war.

In 1862 he enlisted in a thirty-day company, while afterward he became

captain of the Eighth Kansas Infantry, raising a company for service with

that regiment. Still later he was promoted to the colonelcy of the regiment
and continued in command until 1863, when in the battle of Chickamauga
he became very ill and because of the condition of his health resigned and

returned to his home in Leavenw^orth. He then again became an active factor

in the furniture trade, in which he continued until about 1870, when he

removed to Kansas City. His early identification with the business interests

of this city was as a w^holesale furniture dealer, while later he formed a part-

nership with Mr. Keith, and they engaged in the retail furniture business

for a short time. Mr. Keith eventually sold his interest to Mr. North, who
was associated with Colonel Abernathy in the retail furniture business for a

few years. Later the firm became Duff & Abernathy, an association that was

maintained for several years, when Colonel Abernathy disposed of his interest

to Mr. Repp and the Duff & Repp Furniture Company is still operating at

Nos. 1216-22 Main street. Throughout his commercial career Colonel Aber-

nathy maintained a reputation for undoubted integrity and for energy and

perseverance that constituted the basis of his gratifying prosperity.

In 1859 occurred the marriage of J. L. Abernathy and Miss Elizabeth

Martin, of Leavenworth, Kansas. She was born in Butler county, Ohio, not

far from the birthplace of her husband, her parents being Thomas and Eliza-

beth (Marshall) Martin, both of whom were natives of Ohio but at an early

day they took up their abode in the vicinity of Lafayette, Indiana, where Mr.

Martin engaged in the saddlery business throughout his remaining days.

Both he and his wife died there. Unto ]\Ir. and Mrs. Abernathv were born
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six children: William ^Martin, who died recently leaving a widow who resides

in Kansas City and who in her maidenhood was Fannie McClelland; Walter

L., who is engaged in the fnrniture business in Kansas City and is mentioned

elsewhere in this volume; Frank, who died in early life; Harry T., who is

one of the prominent business men of Kansas City, being cashier of the First

National Bank; Omar, engaged in the furniture business in Leavenworth,

Kansas; and Cora, the wife of Dr. A. G. Hull, a prominent physician of Kan-

sas City.

Colonel Abernathy continued in the furniture business until his death,

which occurred on the 16th of December, 1902. Aside from his interest in

the furniture business he was one of the organizers of the First National Bank

of Kansas City and was made one of its stockholders from the beginning. He
also had financial interests in other business enterprises of Kansas City and

Leavenworth, being a director of the Leavenworth National Bank. He was

mayor of Leavenworth, Kansas, for tw^o terms and also took an active interest

in politic- as a stalwart supporter of the republican party. He belonged to

the Loyal Legion and the Grand Army of the Republic and maintained pleas-

ant relations Avith his old army comrades in this way. He always took great

interest in church work, both he and his wife being members of the Presby-

terian church, while Colonel Abernathy served as elder in the Second

Presbyterian church of this city. In Leavenwortli he was elder in the First

Presbyterian church and was superintendent of the Sunday school in both

places for twenty-three years. Since the demise of her husband, Mrs. Aber-

nathy ]ias become a member of the Central Presbyterian church. She makes

her home in Leavenworth, where she owns much valuable property, l)ut

spends much time with her children in Kansas City and is now with her

daughter. Mrs. Hull, at No. 3610 McGee street.

COLONEL THOIMAS II. SWOPE

If thf historian wvic to attriii]il without extensive preliminary iiicii-

tion to characterize in a single sentence the achievements of Colonel Thonia-

H. Swope, it could peihaps be be.-t dine in the \v(»rd-, ''The splendid suc-

cess of an hr)nest man in \\lio,~e life marked busiu'ess al)ility ami Innnani-

tarianism are well l)alanee(i hu'ces." It is these (joalitie- which lia\'e made

him one of th(> mo.<t respected and valued rc^sident- of Kansas City.

Born in Lincoln connty. Kentneky. on the 21st of Octolier. 1^27. he

was reared in that locality, wliere his ancestors had lived from a date prior

to the signing of tlie Declaration of Inde|)endenee. They were closely

associated with the develo))nient of the -tale and in its ]>nblie schools

Thomas H. Swope ae(|nii'ed hi- early eduealion, whieh was sup})lemented

by .«tudy in Centi'al rniver-ity, tluMi Central College, at Danville. He was

graduated there with the class of 1(S4<S and aftei-ward completed a course at

Yale University by graduation. In the sprinii. of LSoT, then a young man
of thirtv vears. he came to Kansas Citv and has since been a factor in the
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busines.s activity which has led to the substantial growth, material improve-
jneiit and present commercial standing of Missouri's western metropolis.

Following his arrival here he began making investments in property and
his real-estate dealings soon placed him on the high road to success. While

his operations have been extensive, his path has never been strewn with

the wreck of other men's fortunes. There is no man who questions the

honesty of his methods, for throughout the entire period of his residence

here he has maintained a reputaition for unassailable business integrity. He
would sacrifice his financial interests rather than make a misstatement or

misrepresent a fact in a business deal, and his word has ever been regarded
as good as any bond solemnized by signature or seal.

Thus as the years advanced Thomas Swope acquired a handsome for-

tune, and as his financial resources increased he availed himself of the op-

portunity to use his means in the aid of his fellowmen. On the occasion

of his gift of Swope Park to the city, Senator George Graham Vest said

of him, "'I am not much of a hero worshiper, but I will take off my hat

to such a man, and in this case I am the more gratified because we were

classmates at college. We graduated together at Central College, Kentucky,
in 1848. He was a slender, delicate boy, devoted to study and exceedingly

popular. I remember hLs fainting in the recitation room when reading
an essay, and the loving solicitude of professors and students as we gathered
about him. He had a great respect for the Christian religion. It has gone
with him through life, although he has never connected himself with any
church. I know of many generous acts by him to good people, and one of

his first donations was the gift of one thousand dollars to repair the old

Presbvterian church at Danville, where we listened to orthodox sermons

Avhen college students."

In later years Mr. Swope made a donation of twenty-five thousand dollars

to the same school as a gift for a librar}" building. His private bene-

factions are many, and yet his acts have been so quietly and unostenta-

tiously performed that many of his fellow citizens are not aware of this side

of his nature. Interested always in the welfare of Kansas City, and more

especially in that portion of its population to whom fate seems unkind in

its bestowal of favors, he gave to the city a block of land in Lydia avenue

between Twenty-second and Twenty-third streets, on which has been

erected a commodious hospital for the benefit of orphan children.

More recently he gave to the city the most beautiful tract of over four-

teen hundred acres, called Swope Park. At the time it was worth one hun-

dred and fifty thousand dollars; today it has greatly increased in value and

jis
not only the second largest park in the entire country, but is also one

of the mo.<t beautiful. In 1906 an ordinance was passed by the city council

appointing observance of a Thomas H. Swope day as a holiday in all city

departments, and since that time the first Friday in May has been so cel-

ebrated. It has been a matter of intense gratification to Mr. Swope that he

could give to the city, and especially to its poorer residents, this beautiful

park where an outing amid nature's attractions can be enjoyed. In this con-

nection Senator Vest said, ''In these days of greed and selfishness, when
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the whole world is permeated with the feverish pursuit of money, it is re-

freshing to find a millionaire Avho is thinking of humanity and not of

wealth. Tom Swope has made his own fortune and has been compelled to

fight many unscrupulous and designing men, but he has risen above the

SOI did Icve of gain, and has shown himself possessed of the best and highest
motives. Intellectually he has few superiors. The public has never known
his literary taste, his culture, and the love of the good and beautiful. The
world assumes that no man can accumulate wealth without being hard and

selfish, and it is too often the case, but not so Avith Mr. Swope. In these

IDrincely gifts he repays himself with the consciousness of a great unselfish

act."

Mr. Swope has now passed the eighty-first milestone on life's journey.
He maintains his residence in Independence, where amid the honor and
esteem of his fellow citizens he is passing the evening of life. "Without that

quality which leads the individual to greet every one as a valued friend and

thus gain a certain popularity, Mr. Sw^ope nevertheless has the keenest desire

for the welfare and happiness of others and, putting forth practical effort

for good where assistance is most needed, he has been a factor in ameliorat-

ing hard conditions for the unfortunate and supplanting want with comfort.

E. M. AVALTON.

It has been said that no man has lived in vain W'ho has given to the world

something that is of use to his fellowmen—that under such circumstances

his life may well be termed a success. E. M. Walton therefore justly deserves

to be called a successful man, for as an inventor and manufacturer he is

doing an important work, which is proving not only a source of gratifA'ing

revenue to himself 'but also of substantial benefit to the community. He is

the inventor of the Walton stone machine and is now carrying on business in

the manufacture of concrete stone under the name of the Walton Granolithic

Stone Company.
Born in Meadville, Pcinisylvaiiia, on \hv "ilst of Ahu'ch, 1859, he pur-

sued his education in the public schools there and afterward secured ein])loy-

ment in the lumber camps of Michigan, where he remained until the time of

the great Chicago fire in October, 1871, when he went to that city, where he

was busily engaged in connection with its reconstruction for a period. On his

removal from Chicago to Rockford, Illinois, he became foreman of construc-

tion work for Emerson, Talcott & Company, with whom he continued for four

years. On the expiration of that period he engaged with the Chicago, Burling-

ton & Quincy Railroad as bridge foreman, in which capacity he served for five

years and later bnill the concrete piers for the Illinois Central Railroad across

the Rock river. That contract completed, he went to Nashville, Tennessee,

where he built the plant of the O. I. Lush Manufacturing Company, llie larg-

est screen door factory in the United States. Four years were there passed.
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after -which he tore down the plant and removed it to Leeds, Missouri, where

he operated it for three years.

In 1887 Mr. Walton arrived in Kansas City and became actively con-

nected with concrete work. In 1895 he organized the Walton Cement Com-

pany and cond.ucted biisine&s at hi^ own home at No. 2606 Chestnut street, in

the manufacture of stone wdndow sills, door sills and steps, cement walks and

porches. The new^ enterprise proved successful and the growth of his busi-

ness justified his removal to the corner of Eighteenth and Olive streets, Avhere

he continued until about 1903, when he erected an office at No. 2500 East

Eighteenth street and also a factory. He has since been located there and is

now carrying on business under the name of the Walton Granolithic Stone

Company, which was incorporatd in 1904. They do everything in the con-

crete stone building line, both in manufacture and contract building work.

Mr. Walton erected a flat for C. L. Bliss at Tenth and Brooklyn streets, apart-

ments for Judge McDougall at 2437 Troost avenue, the stone building for the

lumber firm of Lee & Lyman, together with much residence work for C. L.

Bliss, E. W. Hays, W. S. Pontius, and many others. All of the building is

done with concrete stone and ever since he came here he has been manufac-

turing a special design of steps which is unequaled for entrance steps to any
kind of a building. He is now also engaged in the manufacture of the cement

burial vault, built after an invention of his own. He has constructed miles

of cement sidewalk in Kansas City, and while he has done an important work

as a manufacturer and contractor, perhaps the greatest work of his life has

been the invention of the Walton stone machine for the manufacture of

cement blocks.

Mr. Walton advocates the principle that the cementitious properties of

Portland cement are vastly superior in the matter of endurance to that element

in nature which holds the atoms together in natural stone, which accounts for

the wonderful durability of the manufactured product. The same element

that binds the atoms together and defies the disintegrating influences of the

atmosphere also protects it against the ravages of fire; five hundred to six

hundred degrees heat will disintegrate granite and marble, eight hundred to

twelve hundred wdll dissolve or separate the particles of all limestones and

sandstones, while it requires twenty-two hundred degrees Fahrenheit to fuse

concrete. Mr. Walton commenced experimenting with cement in 1884 and

later made stone that today is better than when first exposed to the elements.

Concrete being the only infallible building material and well nigh indestructi-

ble, its economy, permanency and practicability stamp it at once as the coming
and practically exclusive material for all classes of construction. Studying
the processes of cement stone making, Mr. Walton gradually evolved the idea

which resulted in the invention of the Walton granolithic stone machine.

He sought to eliminate the objectionable features of the hollow block

and to produce a machine that embodied the valuable features required, and

as the most essential feature of this kind of construction, the same as in brick

or stone, is the making of a waterproof wall, and having clearly demonstrated

that hollow spaces in a block do not prevent but merely diminish the penetra-

tion of water, and that a continuous w^eb, or a continuous horizontal or vertical
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joint conducts moisture from the outer to the inner surface, and that a greater
amount of air space is required to overcome damj^ness in a wall than is gen-

erally supposed, he gave to it his first attention, and the result is a two-piece
wall con.'^tructed with L-shaped block.-^, the L lapping and forming a natural

tie, bonded together with cement mortar (v.hich is impervious to moisture)
and with air space on both sides and ends, which separates the outer and inner

block, and overcomes the penetration of water through capillary action. His

next experiments were directed along lines of producing a block of greatest

carrying strength, and this he found to be a tamped block molded so as to

carry its load with its tamped side up.

Tamping, he found, produces a block of greater density than by pressure,

as under the tamp the particles of sand are driven into the voids and the block

is made more uniformly solid from top to bottom. Under pressure, bridging
takes place, and the direct pressure does not allow for the shifting of the sand

so as to fill in the voids as perfectly. This with the fact that pressure is

always greatest at the top of the block and becomes less in proportion to the

increased thickness, causes the block to be more porous and of unequal solidity

and of uncertain strength. The next feature of importance was sufficient

length, and width blocks for building purposes, as most of the present make
of blocks necessitated the cutting of the blocks, which defaced the stone and

gave cause for dissatisfaction. The Walton machine can be easily and quickly

adjusted to make blocks of four, eight, twelve, sixteen, twenty, twenty-four
and thirty-two inch lengths, three, four and one-half, six and nine inch

heights, ten, twelve and fourteen feet circles, thirty and forty-five degree

angles. Mr. Walton is now conducting a successful and growing business and

well merits the prosperity that he is now enjoying.

In 1881, at Rockford. Illinois, occurred the marriage of E. M. Walton

and Miss Ida Radford. They have one child, Mrs. Edyth Bennett, of Rocky

Ford, Colorado. When twenty-one years of age Mr. Walton joined the Inde-

pendent Order of Odd Fellows at Rockford, Illinois, and has since been loyal

to its teachings. He is also connected with the Modern Woodmen of America,
the Knights of Pythias and Hijaz Temple, No. 19, of the Knights of Khora^-

san, in which he holds the first chair.

LOWELL A. GOODMAN.

Lowell A. Goodman, who is acknowledged an authority concerning the

cultivation of fruit, and so widely acknowledged tb;it he was honored with

the pra-idency of the American Pomological Society, with headquarters at

Kansas City, was l)oni in Micliignn in 1S4."). His father, Alonzo A. Good-

man, a native of ]\Tassachusetts, became a rt'sidenl of Michigan in 1840 and

there turned his attention to general a gi'icnlini'al i)nrsnits and milling,

remaining a resident of the Wolverine state nntil 180."). He then removed

to Kansas City, whei-e be operat.>d in real estate, purchasing and selling



L. A, GOODMAN.



T., . ; .

' "JRK

PUBLIC :.IBHARY

ASTOR, LENOX
TILDfTN F^" 'I i» TIONS



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 157

jDroperty until his death, Avhich occurred in 1893, when he had reached the

advanced age of eighty-one yeans. His wife, who in her maidenhood was

Hannah Reeves, was a native of Ohio.

Reared in Michigan, Lowell A. Goodman pursued a course of civil engi-

neering in the State University at Ann Arbor, completing his studies there

by graduation in 1867. The same year he came to Kansas City as civil engi-
neer for the Kansas City & Fort Scott Railroad Company, and helped lay out

and survey the grade for the construction of the line. He then purchased

sixty acres of land at Fortieth street and Warwick boulevard, in the midst

of which he erected a pleasant residence, while he set out the land to all

kinds of fruit. For twenty years he was engaged in horticultural pursuits
there until the land became very valuable, as the city was built up in that

direction and the property therefore increased greatly in price. He then

laid out his farm in what was known as Grand Avenue Highlands, selling

it for biulding purposes, and it is now adorned with many beautiful homes.

j\Ir. Goodman has never ceased to feel the keenest interest in fruit cul-

ture, nor has he ever ceased to be a student of the science of fruit production.
In fact, he has so continually broadened his knowledge along this line that he

is now regarded as authority upon the subject by many. He planted a large

orchard at Olden, Missouri, and organized the Olden Fruit Company, of How-
ell county, Missouri, Avith Judge J. K. Cravens as president, J. E. Evans as

vice president and L. A. Goodman as secretary and manager. This company
set out twelve hundred trees, and after continuing the enterprise for twelve

years, sold out. INIr. Goodman then organized the Ozark Orchard Company,
at Kansas City, Missouri, and has an orchard in the Ozarks containing twenty-
two hundred acres, to the supervision of Avhich he gives his personal attention.

Of this company J. A. Prescott is president, E. C. AVright secretary, and Mr.

Goodman vice president and manager. This is one of. the most extensive, im-

portant and successful fruit-growing enterprises in the section-^ of the country
in which it is located, and is proving a profitable investment, for fruits of the

finest varieties are there raised and command the highest market prices.

All through the years, Mr. Goodman has studied the needs and require-

ments of different kinds of fruit as to the soil, temperature, moisture and

plant food and the various influences which are detrimental or beneficial to

the trees. His knowledge is most comprehensive and accurate and his promi-
nence as a fruit-raiser has led to his selection for prominent official positions

in this connection. He is now and has been secretary of the Missouri State

Horticultural Society for twenty-five years, and he arranged for, and had

charge of, the fruit exhibits of Missouri at the expositions held in Chicago
in 1893 and in St. Louis in 1904. He is likewise president of the American

Pomological Society, represented by many of the most prominent fruit-grow-
ers of the entire country. This organization is one which has proved of

marked value in disseminating knowledge among fruit-growers and promot-

ing the horticultural interests of the country. Mr. Goodman has done much
to stimulate the ambition and activities of horticulturists and orchardists of

this state, his labors constituting an important element in Missouri's progress
in this crmnection.
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In 1868 Mr. Goodman wa.s married to Miss Emegene Parker, who was

born in ^Michigan. Tliey now have three children: Marie, at home; Mrs.

Fanny Simonds; and Mrs. Josephine Croysdale. Mr. Goodman is a Presby-

terian, holding membership with the Westport Avenue Presbyterian church,
in the work of which he is deeply and helpfully interested in the various

departments of its activity. For thirty years he has been a superintendent
of the Sunday school, and has done much toward systematizing and promot-

ing the work of giving to the young religious instruction as a basis for charac-

ter building. His life is honorable, his actions manly and sincere, while his

own high moral worth is deserving of the highest commendation.

WILLIAM H. CAFFERY.

The success which William H. CaflFery has achieved in the establishment

and conduct of Portland cement factories has been so great as to seem almost

magical and yet there is not a single esoteric phase in his career. On the con-

trary, his position as a leader in this line of business in the west is attributable

directly to his recognition of opportunities that lay before all to develop a new

industry. The secret of his advancement lies in the spirit of the initiative

which he displayed in his broad, enlightened and liberal-minded views and

in his recognition of the vast potentialities for development along the specific

lines in which he has operated. His has indeed been an active career, in

which he has accomplished important and far-reaching results, contributing
in no small degree to the expansion and material growth of business interests

ill the west and from which he himself has also derived substantial benefits.

Mr. CaflPery was born in Detroit, Michigan, June 29, 1855. His boyhood

days were spent upon a farm and he acquired his preliminary education in the

country schools, later attending the State University of Michigan at Ann
Arbor. He made his initial step in the business world as a retail hardware

dealer at Pinckney, Michigan, when eighteen years of age, conducting a store

there for three years, after which he sold out and removed to East Saginaw,

Michigan, where, with a brother, John A. Caffery, he established the Caffery

Brothers Wholesale Hardware Company, which has developed into one of the

largest institutions of its kind in the state. For five years W. H. Caffery

remained as its president and manager and then came to Kansas City in 1886.

For two years after hi- arrival here Mr. Caffery engaged in the real-estate

business and on the expiration of that period became a w^holesale dealer in

coal, operating two mines until three years ago, when he organized the Kansas

City Portland Cement Company. The introduction of the use of Portland

cement as a constructive element has been a revolutionizing force in building

operations jiiid the Poillaiid ('ciiiciit iiidiistrics of tbc west are today rivaling

in extent and importance the iiiaiiimoth steel producing interests of the East.

Kansas and Missouri are ])articularly fortunate in having at their command
the jdoducts necessary for the production of the cement, possessing very

superior quality of material in the liinestoiie and rock of this district, which
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requires little or no stripping and when blasted fractures along horizontal

lines. Then, too, fuel is one of the principal items of expense in the manufac-

ture of concrete and Kansas and Missouri seem to have unlimited supplies of

natural ga^, which can be obtained at a practically nominal cost. This renders

the field a specially favorable one for the manufacture of Portland cement and

in addition there has also rapidly developed a large market for the product,
its use coming into almost immediate favor.

The Southern Industrial and Lumber Review, in speaking of Mr. Caf-

fery's connection with this great important industry, said: "His first eft'orts,

as exerted in the promotion of the Kansas City Portland Cement Company,
were attended with extreme difficulties and stern obstacles on every hand, but

he continued undaunted in his puipose. The west knew little or nothing
about concrete manufacture; cared less. The Kansas investor had money for

mining investment, but not even encouragement for anything quite so un-

known and speculative as cement. Stock, bonds, real estate, etc., were securi-

ties highly esteemed by the man from Missouri, but this cement problem was

one of many ramifications, while the fact that it offered seven, eight, ten and-

even twenty per cent immediately outlawed it as a legitimate investment in

the bankers' eyes. So that credit w^as extended the new cement company very

reluctantly indeed, and wise investors were cautioned by financial sages

again.<t taking on any con.^iderable amount of cement stock. In spite of these

misgivings and prejudices, the unflinching determination of Mr. Caffery suc-

ceeded in doing the impossible, hoAvever, and the new cement plant became a

reality and an object of pride to every loyal Missourian.

"Meanwhile, Mr. Cafi^ery was not content to rest on his laurels, but began,

instead, the inception of a new proposition on a much more ambitious scale.

As a result, the Bonner Portland Cement Company, of Bonner Springs, Kan-

sas, was launched with a capitalization of two million dollars. This trans-

pired on the ninth day of March of 1907. Forty days thereafter the pros-

pectus and literature of the new" concern was off the press and the first offering

of stock was made." The story of the success of the Bonner Company is best

told in the words of the Kansas City Post of July 20th, 1907: "Within ninety

days, this company (referring to the Bonner Company) has completed its

organization, practically closed out all of its stock, bought, contracted and paid
for its entire immense equipment of machinery and vigorously entered upon
the construction of its plant. In four months intervening between this writ-

ing and the publication of the excerpt above referred to, the bulk of construc-

tion work on the new Bonner plant has been completed. Aside from the actual

l>uilding of the handsome all concrete office building, together with the com-

pletion of several of the more important buildings, considerable machinery has

already been installed, while more is arriving daily. Mr. Caffery confidently

expects to have the plant in operation not later than January 31st next, and

hopes to be filling orders for 'Bonner Brand' cement during the first week of

February. If these expectations are realized Mr. Caffery will have achieved a

world's record in the act of organizing, financing and building one of the

finest modern cement properties in existence within less than one year's time."

Since the above was written the Bonner Portland Cement Company has placed
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its plant in successful operation and has thus added another immense factory

to tho<e which are furnishing the we-^t with Portland cement.

That Mr. Caffery is a man of marked executive ability, resourceful and

enterprising beyond the average, is not only indicated l)y his succCiSi v.ith

Portland cement, but also by his official connection with various other cor-

porate interests. He is president of the Plomo Mining Company, the general

manager of the Missouri Coal & Mining Company, a director of the Bonner

Springs Oil & Gas Company, a director of the Farmers' State Bank, of Bon-

ner Springs, and a stockholder in the Kansas City Portland Cement Com-

pany and the Federal Mines & Milling Company of Michigan.

Mr. Caffery was married in September, 1883, to Miss Nellie jNIinnis, and

they have one son, Louis R., nineteen years of age. Mr. Caffery is pre-

eminently a business man, who has wrought along constantly broadening

lines of usefulness and activity and stands today as one of the most forceful

factor.-: in industrial circles in the middle west.

J. S. MARTIN.

.1. S. Martin, who at the time of his demise on the 16th of October,

1905, Avas one of the oldest members of the Old Men's Association of Kan-

sas City, attained the age of eighty-seven years. For a long period he avos

ddentified with the interests of Avestern Missouri and because of a wide and

favorable acquaintance his life record cannot fail to prove of interest to

many of the readers of this volume. He was a son of Colonel Amos Martin

of the city of New York, and was born in Owego, Tioga county. New York,

September 14, 1818. Good educationial privileges were provided him in

youth and these he improved with the result that he was well qualified to

take up tlie practical duties of life on attaining his majority. Wlu>n a

young man he began clerking in a store and developed good business ability,

which as the years passed gained him place with men of recognized ])r )iii-

inence and wealth in commercial and industrial circles. He was at the age

of fortv-five vears connccttxl with the reaper and mower factorv in Aul)urn.

New York. He traveled extensively for this firm, into all sections of the

(country and came to Kan.'»as City on business in 1868. Tie wa- sd well

pleased with the growing western city and its prospects that upon his return

to New York he disposed of his interests in the business there and returned

to Kansas City to make his home. He purchased a lot in what wa> tlicu a

cornfield and erected a residence that stands at what is now designated as

No. 1509 Oak .street. Tliere he ui.-idc lii- home for thirty-seven years, or

until ]ii< demise. He became a factor \u l)u.-incs> circles lierc as a local a'i;ent

for f'lnn iin]»lenieiils. in which conneclion he ;i]»|)oiiite(l su])ageuts and

was also traveling collector ;uid adjuster foi- different lirnis. .\s tlie ye.n-s

passed lie built uj) a good ])usiuess in tliese lines and was everywhere known

for his thorough reliability in comuiercial transactions. A few years i)rior
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to his demise, however, he retired from active connection with business.

His life was a long, useful and honorable one and the many with whom he

came in contact in his connnercial career entertained for him high respect

for his integrity as well as energy.

Mr. Martin was married twice. In the state of New York he wedded

Margaret Maning, now deceased, and unto them were born two children:

Lewis, a resident of Los Angeles, California; and Elizabeth, w^ho has passed

away. In 1881 Mr. Martin was married to Miss Adaline C. Chambers, w^ho

came to Kansas City from Ohio in 1868 with her parents, James and Jane

Chambers, both of whom were natives of the Buckeye state. Their removal

to this city was influenced by the fact that they had two sons in business

here and wished to be near them.

Socially Mr. Martin was connected with the Independent Order of Odd
Fiellows and he exercised his right of franchise in support of the men and

measures of the republican party. For thirty years he was a devoted and

faithful member of the Presbyterian church and served as treasurer for

eight years, while in the various departments of church work he took an

active and helpful interest. He assisted in building three different churches

here and did everything in his power to promote the moral development
and progress of the community. He was a typical American in that he was

never too busy to be cordial and never too cordial to be busy. When not

occupied with commercial interests his time was given to affairs connected

with municipal progress. He never regretted his removal to Kansas City

from either a social or financial standpoint, for he found success in business

here and gained many friends whose high regard he cherished. He was a

man of very large acquaintance and was loved and honored by all who
knew him. He regarded his own self-respect and the good will of his fel-

low citizens as infinitely more valuable than wealth, fame or position, and

the sterling qualities which he displayed made his example one well worthy
of emulation. Full of years and honors he passed away—his life span hav-

ing covered eighty-seven years.

FRED C. ADAMS.

Fred C. Adams, a popular republican, well known in political circles,

has since 1901 filled the office of county collector. He was born in Hartford

county, Connecticut, in 1862, and for about a quarter of a century has lived

in Kansas City. Here he entered the employ of the wholesale dry goods firm

of Tootle, Hanna & Company, and when the Kansas City State Bank was

organized in 1888 he became teller. Three years later he was promoted to

the position of assistant cashier and acted in that capacity until his election

to the present office, yet performing the duties of cashier nearly all of the time

during which he was assistant. He still retained stock in the bank when he

severed his connection therewith on the 2d of March, 1901, to enter upon the

duties of county collector, to which office he had been elected and in which he
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has continually served to the present, covering a period of seven years. He
is recognized as one of the, leading members of the republican party in Kansas

City, laboring effectively and earnestly for the welfare of the party and doing

much to shape its policy. To the discharge of his duties he has brought the

same accuracy, fidelity and ability that characterized his service in banking
circles.

GEORGE FREDERICK BLUE.

George Frederick Blue, living retired in Kansas City, was born in the

little village of Pruntytown, in Taylor county. West Virginia, November 5,

1845. The district in which his birth occurred was then a part of Virginia,

and he belonged to one of the well known families of the Old Dominion. He

is connected through ties of blood with Governor Johnson and the Burdette

family, to which John S. Burdette, secretary of state, belonged. He is an

own cousin of Robert Burdette, the celebrated humorist and author; of

Alonzo Johnson, who was a leading lawyer and judge in Virginia, and Mor-

timer Johnson, a Confederate colonel. His parents, Stephen and Ann

(Burdette) Blue, were natives of Culpepper Courthouse. The father owned

a number of slaves and a large plantation of eleven hundred acres. His land

was rich in timber and he turned his attention to the lumber business, cutting

the timber and placing it on the market, after which he devoted his farm to

the production of cattle on an extensive scale.

George Frederick Blue pursued his early education in one of the old-

time subscription schools of the early day, the school being conducted by his

uncle, Stephen Burdette, in a log house. The teacher was more than six

feet tall and capable of inspiring all of his pupils. He made the quill pens

which the pupils used in writing their exercises, while the juice of the poke-

berry served for ink. The little "temple of learning" was built of hewed

logs, and on one side, a log being taken out, the space was filled with glass

and served as a window. Under this was the writing desk, a long board laid

upon pins driven into the wall. The benches were made from poplar trees

and were built around a square, the teacher sitting in the center. The younger

children learned the alphabet, which the teacher wrote on a paddle made

from a board. In his boyhood days Mr. Blue of this review drove cattle two

hundred and seventy miles across the mountains to Baltimore, following the

national pike through Gettysburg. He would put a rope around the lead

steer and walk the entire distance. He left the district school about the time

the war broke out. He saw John Brown on his way to Harper's Ferry and

was a witness of various momentous events which formed the history of that

period.

His people were stalwart supporters of the Confederacy, and his brother,

John Tyler, was a soldier in Early's army. For the first two years of the

war Mr. Blue was largely engaged in driving cattle over the mountains to

Baltimore, but on the lOth of June, 1863, he enlisted for six months' service

in Company C, Fourth West Virginia Cavalry, under Captain James Ar-
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buckle and Colonel John S. Lathrop. He participated in the battle of Bull-

town, West Virginia, with General Fitzhugh Lee's cavalry, and also in a

number of smaller engagements. At the end of the time he was mustered

out but soon reenlisted in Battery H, First West Virginia Artillery, under

Captain J. H. Holmes, of Wheeling, thus serving until the close of the war.

During this enlistment he took part in the engagements at Cumberland, St.

John's Run, Fisher's Hill, W^inchester, Rocky Gap, Petersburg and New
Creek. At the last named he was captured with Colonel Mulligan's battery,

which was widely known as the battery of brass guns. He was then incar-

cerated in Libby prison until General Grant took Richmond, and during that

time he suffered intensely, starvation, vermin and exposure constituting some

of the hardships of southern prison life. He was ever a brave and loyal

soldier, faithfully defending the cause which he espoused and never faltering

in his allegiance to the old flag.

When the war was over Mr. Blue again spent two years in school. In

the meantime a public-school system had been inaugurated and good teachers

secured, Mr. Blue receiving the benefit of instruction from Professor Shoe-

maker, formerly a Hiram College student. He thus qualified for teaching

and for two years followed that profession in Barbour county. West Virginia.

He next entered the service of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad as brakeman

and later was promoted to freight conductor, eventually becoming passenger

conductor. He was retained in the freight and passenger service for thirty-

two years on the Baltimore & Ohio between Grafton, Piedmont and Parkers-

burg, and was with the Lexington & Louisville Short Line for three years,

running between Louisville and Cincinnati.

On the 15th of September, 1876, Mr. Blue arrived in Kansas City, having

previously in that year visited the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia,

where the attractive display of the western states influenced him to come to

the west. He paid a visit to his cousin, Richard Blue, of Pleasanton, Kansas,

afterward congressman, and on choosing Kansas City as a place of residence

afterward entered the employ of the Santa Fe Railroad Company as passenger

conductor, continuing in that service as a most trusted representative in the

operative department for seventeen years. He afterw^ard spent four years in

the employ of the Kansas City Southern Railroad, on the expiration of which

period he located at Coffeyville, Kansas, where he purchased the Mecca Hotel,

which he conducted for two years. He then sold the property, and, returning

to Kansas City, erected the Burdette flats at No. 3720 Main street. Since that

time he has lived retired, deriving his income from his invested interests. His

success is well merited, for he has worked his own way upward from an

humble position in the business world. Prompted by laudable ambition, he

has put forth earnest effort and his career has been marked by orderly pro-

gression, bringing him to his present enviable financial position.

Mr. Blue has been married twice. In Las Vegas, Mexico, in 1883, he

wedded Miss Mattie E. Smith, a native of Michigan, who died at Fort Madi-

son, Iowa, in 1890, leaving one son, Burdette, who, after attending the public

schools of Kansas City, entered the Kansas University at Lawrence, Kansas,

and was graduated from the law school in June, 1905. He was then admitted
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to the bar and spent one year in the law office of Botsford, Delridge & Young.
He was then admitted to the bar at Bartlesville, Indian Territory, where he

is now practicing law as a partner of Judge Dummel, under the firm style of

Dummel & Blue. In 1891 George F. Blue was again married, at Wabash,

Indiana, his second union being with Miss Inez M. Carpenter, a daughter of

the Rev. L. L. Carpenter, a pastor of the Christian church and active in the

ministry.
Mr. and Mrs. Blue are members of the First Christian church of Kansas

City, and he is also identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of

Elks and the Masonic fraternity. He is likewise a valued member of Thomas

Post, G. A. R., and thus maintains pleasant relations with his old army com-

rades who fought for the defense of the Union. In politics he has been a life-

long republican, ever loyally advocating the interests of the organization

which has been the party of reform and progress and which was the defense

of the nation during the dark days of the Civil war. Mr. Blue is widely

recognized as a man ever loyal to his honest convictions and fearless in de-

fense of what be believes to be right. This was manifest by his military

service with the Federal troops when the great majority of his kinsmen were

advocates of the Confederacy. None have ever doubted the honesty of his

intention, and his integrity, combined with his diligence and faithfulness,

has constituted the basis of the success which he has enjoyed.

JUDGE WILLIAM BERNARD TEASDALE.

Perhaps no more fitting encomium of the life of Judge William

Bernard Teasdale could be written than the Avords of the poet Pope:

''Statesman, yet a friend to truth ; of soul sincere,

In action faithful and in honor clear;

Who broke no promise, served no private end.

Who gained no title and who lost no friend."

These lines indicate the salient characteristics of a life that was at all times

honorable and upright and actuated by the utmost fidelity to duty, while his

talents and mental qualifications made him the peer of many of the most

distinguished representatives of the Missouri bar.

A native of this state, he was born April 12, 1856, in Potosi, and at the

usual age entered the public schools, mastering the branches of learning

taught in consecutive grades until he qualified for entrance into the St.

Louis University. There, in due course of time he was graduated, and he

supplemented his more specifically literary education for a course in law pre-

paratory to entering upon the active practice of the profession. He began

!to study and ol)tained a degree from the St. Louis Law School in 1877.

For two years following his admi.ssion to the bar he practiced in Potosi but

in 1879 sought a broader and more fruitful field of labor, removing to Kan-
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sas City, where he opened an office and began practice. Shortly after this

he was appointed assistant prosecuting attorney by William H. Wallace and

although a stalwart democrat, the good record which he made in that office

led to his election to the position of justice of the peace in a district that

was strongly republican. While serving in that capacity he displayed the

strong traits of his character which marked his later career. Aside from

being an interpreter of the law, Judge Teasdale at one period of his life

was associated with the law makers of Missouri, having been elected a mem-
ber of the state senate in 1888, while during his term of service he was a

member of the judiciary committee and the author of the gerrymander bill,

which cut Lafayette county out of the fifth congressional district and made
a separate district of Jackson county.

Continuing in the practice of the law. Judge Teasdale soon secured

a large clientage. He had in an eminent degree that rare ability of saying
in a convincing way the right thing at the right time. His mind was nat-

urally inductive and logical and, with keen powers of analysis, he readily

understood what were the factors that made the complex fabric of his case.

The work of the office was done with the most thorough preparation and

care and thus he was enabled to present his cause in the courts with clear-

ness and force. His preparation always compassed every contingency and

provided for defense as well as for attack. From 1889 to 1899 he was a

member of the law firm of Teasdale, Ingraham & Cowherd. In March, 1901,

a fifth division of the circuit court was created in Jackson county and, hav-

ing received the endorsement of the Bar Association, Mr. Teasdale was ap-

pointed judge by Governor Dockery. The following year he was elected to

the circuit bench on the democratic ticket and continued to serve in that

capacity until his life's labors were ended in death.

A local paper, in commenting upon his last days, said: "For nearly a

year he sat in the circuit court suffering from an affection of the throat and

the attorneys of the bar knew nothing of it Many times he bore intense

pain. There was nothing in his manner to indicate it. He suffered in

silence. His physicians often urged him to take something to ease the pain,

but he refused, saying that a drug would tend to cloud his brain and render

him incapable of properly hearing a case. At length he found he could

not stand the ordeal and sought the aid of the best physicians of New York

city but without relief.

"Judge Teasdale's temperament made him successful on the bench.

He was even tempered and seldom showed any excitement. When he was

first appointed judge of the circuit court he said to an associate judge who

is well known for his judicial temperament : 'If I can emulate your example
I shall be all right. If I can hold my tongue, not talk too much and keep
from losing my head, I shall succeed as a judge.' Judge Teasdale was strict

with the attorneys at his bar, but always fair and impartial. He admitted

an error quickly and corrected it immediately."
His decisions indicated strong mentality, careful analysis, a thorough

knowledge of the law and an unbiased judgment. The capable jurist must

possess broad mindedness which not only comprehends the details of a sit-
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uation quickly but which insures a complete self-control under even the

most exasperating conditions. He, moreover, must possess a well rounded

character, finely balanced mind, and splendid intellectual attainments if he

makes a success in the discharge of his multitudinous delicate duties. That

Judge Teasdale was regarded as such a jurist is an uniformly accepted fact.

In 1883 Judge Teasdale married Miss Lydia Guinotte, a daughter of

Joseph and Aimee Guinotte. who were among the pioneers of our growing

city.

In an editorial comment following his death, which occurred February

13th, 1907, one of the Kansas City papers said: "He was notably hand-

some and of noble presence. He was good to look upon because of his fine,

ruddy strength and his wholesome composure. To sickening pain, to ex-

hausting fatigue and to all the enervation which wasting invalidism can

bring, he set into opposition patience, the power of heroic endurance, the

assertion of high and noble courage and a trust in a power above and be-

yond himself which knew no wavering. Thus passed from life unto death

Judge William B. Teasdale—or would it not be more in accord with the

teachings of that faith which saves and sweetens the world to say that he

passed from death unto life."

JOHN W. JACKSON, M. D.

Dr. John W. Jackson, a man who counted his friends by the thousands

and had no enemies, gained a national reputation as a physician and surgeon,

practicing largely in Kansas City, although demands made upon his pro-

fessional skill called him also to other places. His birth occurred on the 6th

of November, 1834, in Clark county, Maryland, and after acquiring a com-

mon-school education he continued his studies in Charleston University of

West Virginia, where he pursued a regular course. He was a young man of

twenty-five years when, in 1859, he made his way westward to Franklin

county, Missouri, and in the same year took up the study of medicine under

the direction of Doctors George Johnson and J. L. Matthews. Later he con-

tinued his preparation for the profession by becoming a student in the St.

Louis Medical College, from which he was graduated in 1863.

Dr. Jackson located for practice in Labaddie, Misouri, where he re-

mained until the spring of 1864, when, feeling that his first duty was to his

country, he joined the United States army as surgeon of the Forty-eighth
Missouri Volunteers, continuing at the front until the close of the war.

During the last year of his service he was post surgeon at Columbia, Ten-

nessee.

When the country no longer needed his aid Dr. Jackson opened an

office in St. Louis, where he remained until his return to Labaddie, where

he again engaged in practice. As the years passed his knowledge and efficiency

were constantly increased by wide reading, study and experience, yet ambi-

tious to attain a higher degree of efficiency, in 1873 he continued his studies
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in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New York city, from which he

was graduated with honor in the following year. Missouri has always been

the scene of his professional labor, save for the period spent in the south

during the war. On again locating in this state in 1874 he was appointed
chief surgeon of the Missouri Pacific Railroad. He built up the first railway

hospital system ever established east of the Rocky mountains, and, in fact,

was the founder and promoter of the railway hospital service of the United

States. In 1879 he built the first hospital on the Missouri Pacific Railway at

Washington, Missouri, conducting it successfully until 1881, when his juris-

diction was enlarged so as to embrace the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad,

and the hospital was removed from Washington to Sedalia. In the spring
of 1883 his jurisdiction was again extended, taking in the entire Gould

system except the Iron Mountain division, and in 1884 the entire Wabasl/

system. In - February, 1885, he resigned his position with the Missouri

Pacific and assumed entire charge of the Wabash system. All this time he

enjoyed an extensive private practice and was coming more and more to be

recognized as one of the ablest surgeons of the entire country.
In 1880 Dr. Jackson was chosen to the chair of surgery in the Kansas

City Medical College, but did not remove to Kansas City until 1884. Five

years later he was elected as the first president of the National Railway

Surgeons' Association. He was also honored with the first vice presidency
of the American Medical Society and was president of the Missouri State

Medical Society. At the time of his death he was president of the University
Medical College of Kansas City. To him belongs the honor of building the

splendid Wabash system of railway hospitals, those at Springfield and Dan-

ville, Illinois; Peru, Indiana, and Kansas City being established chiefly

through his instrumentality. He also built the Missouri Pacific Hospital at

Fort Worth, Texas, the finest in the west.

Dr. Jackson was married in Labaddie, Franklin county, Missouri, to

Miss Jennie C. North, a native of that county and a daughter of Febius J. and

Frances (Goode) North, both natives of Virginia. Mr. North removed with

his parents to Franklin county, Missouri, when he was only six years of age.

He was reared on a farm there and resided in that locality throughout his

remaining days, devoting his time and energies to general agricultural pur-

suits, both he and his wife passing away there. The farm has always been

in the family name and is known as the old North homestead. It is now

occupied by a sister of Mrs. Jackson. Two children were born unto Dr. and

Mrs. Jackson, both of whom are physicians and reside with their mother at

2629 Forest avenue. The elder, Dr. Jabez N. Jackson, is one of the leading

surgeons of Kansas City, with ofiicGS at No. 425 Argyle building. He married

Miss Virlea Wayland, of Salisbury, Missouri, and has two children, Virginia
and Margaret. Dr. Walter E. Jackson has offices with his brother in the

Argyle building and both have an extensive practice.

Mrs. Jackson, after her hu-sband's death, remained at her fine home at the

corner of Fifteenth and Broadway until about four years ago, when she

removed to 2629 Forest avenue, where she and her sons now reside. She still

owns the old homestead, which is one of the finest in that part of the city.
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The death of Dr. Jackson occurred March 13, 1890, and was occasioned

by blood poisoning which resulted from an operation that he performed. He
was a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he had attained high rank,
and was also a member of the Order of Elks. His life, however, was given
to his profession and he attained a preeminent position in the ranks of the

medical and surgical fraternity. His ability was such as to gain him recog-

nition, not only in Kansas City and Missouri, but throughout the country,
and he w^as honored by all for his prominence and for his personal worth.

He was a man of the most kindly spirit as well as high intellectuality, and
he gained the warm and lasting friendship of all with whom he came in

contact.

GEORGE PEAKE.

George Peake, public auditor and expert accountant, as senior partner
of the firm of George Peake & Sons, is not only well known professionally in

Kansas City, but to a large extent throughout the w^est. He was born in

Richmond, Virginia, February 17, 1847. His father was George R. Peake,
whose birth occurred near Fredericksburg, Virginia, September 9, 1807. In

the Old Dominion he followed merchandising until after the outbreak of the

Civil war, when he retired and engaged in farming. In 1871 he came to

Kansas City, after which he lived retired from business life. His death

occurred at Baxter Springs, Kansas, in 1890. In early manhood he gave his

political allegiance to the whig party, but upon its dissolution became a

democrat and was a stanch supporter of the principles of that platform during
much of his life. He married Jane Knox Barclay, who was born in Rich-

mond, Virginia, January 14, 1817, and died at Kansas City in April, 1874.

George Peake was a pupil in the classical school of Roger Martin, Rich-

mond, Virginia, in his boyhood days, or until after the outbreak of the Civil

war, when he responded to the call of the Confederacy for aid. enlisting as

a volunteer in Sturdivant's Battery at Richmond in October, 1862, at the age
of fifteen and one-half years. He served thirty months and spent considerable

time in the trenches at Petersburg, Virginia. There he was wounded by a

Union sharpshooter, the bullet striking him in the right ear. It passed

through a portion of the back part of his skull and was cut out of the back

of his neck. The sharpshooter fired at him three times, but only the last

bullet took effect. Mr. Peake fought in many important battles of the war
and flischargcd h\.< duller with the unflinching loyalty and valor of a true

soldier.

Following the close of hostilities George Peake engaged in farming with

his father for two years. He then came to Kansas City in 1867, borrowing

money with which to pay his transportation. After he had remained here

for a time he became dissatisfied and would have returned home could he

have secured financial aid sufficient to pay his railroad fare. Forced to

remain, however, he began to like the city, and now there is no place quite so

dear to him except his birthplace
—Richmond, Virginia. His first position
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here was with J. & P. Shannon, then the leading dry goods house of the city,

remaining in their employ one year. He then accepted the position of book-

keeper with Askew, Dubois & Company, wholesale dealers in leather, saddlery

hardware and hides, and he remained with them until 1875, when he went

to St. Joseph, Missouri. There he served as bookkeeper for the wholesale

firm of Nave, McCord & Company for two years. He then returned to

Kansas City, where he remained until 1880, when he went to Hannibal,

Missouri. He was in charge of the business of the Standard Oil Company
at that place, which was a distributing point for the entire western business

of the company.
Mr. Peake remained there until January, 1886, when he once more came

to Kansas City to assume the duties of auditor for the Standard Oil Company's
branch establishments throughout the west. He thus continued to serve until

1890, when he resigned to engage in his present busines.s—that of public

auditor and expert accountant. His two sons, George L. and Neil S. Peake,

together with W. A. Abell, William F. Shelley and others, are associated

with him, but the firm style is George Peake & Sons. This well known firm

has a nicely furnished suite of rooms in the First National Bank building.

They are recognized among the leaders in their line of business in the west

and have a clientage extending over a considerable portion of the western

country, besides doing a large amount of business in Kansas City. For

several years Mr. Peake has been and is still filling the responsible position

of secretary of the Benefit Building & Loan Association of Kansas City.

Mr. Peake was married on the 16th of April, 1872, to Miss Ella F.

Lester, eldest daughter of Dr. Thomas B. Lester, of this city. Dr. Lester came

to Kansas City from Illinois in 1855 and was a Virginian by birth. His

daughter, Mrs. Peake, w^as born at Salem, Illinois, May 4, 1851, but acquired
a part of her education at Kansas City and completed her studies at the

Elizabeth Aull Seminary at Lexington, Missouri, in 1871. She is a member
of the Central Presbyterian church, affiliated with its different societies and

has been a devout Christian from early life, doing earnest and effective work

in behalf of the church and the extension of its influence. Mr. Peake is also

a member of the church, with which he has been identified since 1868, and

his membership relations extend to the Woodmen of the World. In politics

he is a stanch democrat but has never aspired to political honors, preferring

to devote all his energies and time to business affairs. He is a man highly

respected by all who know him and one whose word is considered as good as

his bond.

The family residence is at 2326 Troost avenue. Ten children were born

unto Mr. and Mrs. Peake, of whom the following are living: George L.

Peake, the eldest, born in Kansas City January 6, 1873, and educated in the

public schools, was employed in his early business career by his uncle, William

Peake, a manufacturer of overalls, with whom he remained for eighteen

months, beginning in 1892. He then accepted a position with Burnham,
Hanna, Munger dry goods company, with whom he continued for a year,

and on the expiration of that period he joined his father in business. He
married Miss Anna Kupke, of this city, a native of Germany, whose father
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died while she was yet in her infancy. Her mother remarried and now resides

in Chicago. Two children have been born unto Mr.a nd Mrs. George L. Peake:

Thomas Bryan, born January 21, 1889; and Eleanor Marie, October 6, 1904.

The home of the famil}^ is at No. 3025 Park avenue. Mr. Peake is a member
of the AVoodmen of the World, of Ivanhoe Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and also of

the Central Presbyterian church.

Neil S. Peake, the younger son, was born in Hannibal, Missouri, August

31, 1873, and was educated in the public schools of Kansas City, of which

he is a graduate. He has been associated wdth his father in business since

1904 and still makes his home with his parents. He, too, is a member of the

Central Presbyterian church and is a valued member of Kansas City Lodge,
No. 26, B. P. 0. E., and the Kansas City Athletic Club. The father and
sons are recognized as leading business men of marked ability in their pro-

fession, and the family is one whose genuine personal worth has gained for

them the highest regard.

GEORGE SCHAEFER.

The history of Jackson county could not be termed complete were the

life record of George Schaefer omitted, since he became a resident of Kan-
sas City in the days of its villagehood and was a factor in its growth and

progress for many years. He maintained an unassailable reputation in busi-

ness circles by reason of the straightforward methods which he followed,

and in social life he manifested those sterling qualities in manhood which
awaken the most kindly and lasting regard. In his business career he ad-

vanced from a humble position to one of prominence and from a place of

limited financial circumstances to affluence, and his death, which occurred on

the 14th of jNIay, 1897, was the occasion of deep and widespread regret. His

life record began in Germany, February 17, 1844, his parents being Con-

rad and Sophie (Wilke) Schaefer, who were likewise natives of Germany.
In 1846 they crossed the Atlantic to America, and for a year resided in New

Orleans, after which they were residents of St. Louis until 1855, when Kan-
sas City attracted them. It was a frontier town of small proportions, but

was advantageously situated, and the father believed that it would offer good

opportunities. He accordingly engaged in blacksmithing here until 1866

and during that period enjoyed a volume of trade that brought him capital

sufficient to enable him to spend his remaining days in honorable retire-

ment from labor, and yet was sufficient to provide him with all of the com-

forts and some of the luxuries of life. On coming to this city in 1857 he

made his home at the corner of Main and Twelfth streets, where the Bern-

hoimer block now stands, and there remained until his death, which occurred

January 4, 1884. His wife was twice married, her first husband being Mr.

Hale, by whom she had three children : Catiierine, the wife of Charles Long,
of Kansas City, and now the mother of seven children

; Wilhelmina, who be-

came the wife of Peter Schwitzgebel and died in 1870, leaving six children;



GEORGE SCHAEFER.



PUB.i-C LIBRARY

ASrOR, LENOX
TILDTN F^ a TfON':?



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 177

and Henry, who was killed by Indians near Fort Laramie in 1864. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Schaefer there were born two sons: George, of this

review; and John, who died in 1884. The mother had passed away in March,
1883. Both parents were members of St. Peter & Paul's Evangelical Lu-

theran church. The father was very active in the church work. He also

served as a member of the Paw Paw militia during 1864-5.

George Schaefer was brought to Kansas City when a youth of about

eleven years and in 1856 he became a pupil in a parochial school at the comer

of Fifteenth and Central streets conducted by the Rev. Mr. Thomas, who
also dedicated Union cemetery. Mr. Schaefer remained under the parental

roof until he had reached adult age, save that from 1863 until 1865 he was

a resident of New Mexico and Arizona. He learned the blacksmith's trade

under the direction of his father, and continued to follow it until 1869,

when he became connected with the mercantile interests of the city as pro-

prietor of a feed store at the site of the old family home on Main and

Twelfth streets. He afterward conducted a meat market there until 1884,

when he removed his store to a building on the opposite corner, while he

erected on the old site the fine Bernheimer building, a four-story brick struc-

ture, sixty-two by one hundred and twelve and a half feet. In 1890 he

also erected the Household Fair building, and these two constituted impor-
tant business blocks of the city and returned to him an excellent rental. He
was a man of keen sagacity, of unfaltering enterprise and of clear discrim-

ination, and was seldom, if ever, at fault in matters of business judgment.
He recognized and improved his opportunities, and in all of his business

connections was found thoroughly reliable as well as energetic.

In 1870 occurred the marriage of Mr. Schaefer and Miss Margaret

Gleim, a native of Hamilton county, Ohio, and a daughter of George Gleim.

Mrs. Schaefer was brought to Kansas City at the age of seventeen

years, and by her marriage became the mother of seven children : Anna, now

the wife of W. C. Howe, Jr., by whom she has one child, Florence Mar-

garet; Lottie, who is the wife of Fred AVolf. of Ellinwood, Kansas, and the

mother of two children, John Frederick and Robert George; Daisy, the wife

of Dr. S. S. Landon, of Kansas City, by whom she has two children, Mar-

garet Eugenie and- Katherine Amy ;
Walter George, a son not yet of age ;

Norton, who died in September, 1896, at the age of nine years; and Robert

James and George, also deceased. The family residence is one of the beau-

tiful homes of Kansas City. It is built in most attractive style of architec-

ture, is commodious and comfortable and stands in the midst of a four-acre

lawn which displays many evidences of the art of the landscape gardener.

The family attend St. Peter & Paul's Evangelical Lutheran church, to the

support of which Mr. Schaefer contributed liberally. He was also a Knight

Templar Mason and filled offices in both the lodge and commandery. In pol-

itics he was a republican, but he never sought nor desired office, preferring

to concentrate his energies upon his business affairs. The steps of orderly

progression in his life are easily discernible. He watched for favoring op-

portunities and was not afraid to advance when the chance came. He learned

to correctly value life's contacts and experiences, and whatever he undertook
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he carried forward to successful completion. His business methods, too, were

such as would bear careful scrutiny and investigation. He was widely known

for many good qualities as manifest in his business and social life, and

while eleven years have passed since he was called to his final home, his

memory is yet cherished by many who knew him. Mrs. Schaefer, still sur-

viving her husband, assumed full charge of his large business interests upon
his demise, and in their conduct has been remarkably successful, display-

ing excellent ability, clear insight and determination. In addition to su-

perintending the extensive property interests which he left she has built

here many homes, and has thus contributed to the improvement of the

city, while from her interests she has derived substantial benefits.

JOSEPH MACAULEY LOWE.

Joseph Macauley Lowe, well descended and well bred, is fortunate in

having back of him an ancestry honorable and distinguished, while his own

lines of life have been cast in harmony therewith. A lawyer by profession,

who has attained success and prominence at the bar, he is now largely devot-

ing his attention to private interests, but is preeminently a man of affairs and

one who has wielded a wide influence.

His natal day was December 13, 1844, and the place of his nativity

Pendleton county, Kentucky. His parents were Moses and Nancy Watson

(Porter) Lowe, also natives of Kentucky, and the family is of Anglo-German
descent. Sir Hudson Lowe, a British general, was in command of St. Helena

while Napoleon was an exile there from 1815 until 1821. Robert Lowe,

viscount of Sherbrooke, was a noted English politician and filled many im-

portant official positions, including that of chancellor of the exchequer and

home secretaary. He did much toward establishing the political policy of his

country during the nineteenth century and died in 1892. Germans of the

name have been celebrated for high class musical compositions and as

operatic singers. Wilhelm Lowe was called the Lion-Ox, on acount of his

bravery and patience, and was a noted German liberal politician in pre-

imperial times. The Porters were also conspicuous in literature and in war.

Anna Marie Porter was the author of several novels, while Tliaddeus of

Warsaw and other productions, the work of Jane Porter, have been perhaps

more widely read than any productions from a woman's pen. Both the Lowe

and Porter families were represented in the colonial army during the Amer-

ican revolution. William Thomas Lowe removed from Virginia to Kentucky
in pioneer times and purchased the present site of the city of Lexington.
Governor Lowe, of Maryland, was also a member of this family. The east-

ern branch of the family, which struck the final E from the name, has a

prominent representative in Seth Low, the president of Columbia University

of New York city. Seth Low's father married a Nancy Porter.

Moses Lowe, father of J. M. Lowe, of this review, devoted his life to

farming in Kentucky, and for several years was justice of the peace. Upon
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the old homestead farm there his son Joseph M. was reared, and from an early-

age was familiar with the work of the fields, while in the winter months he

attended the country schools to the age of sixteen years. He then enlisted

in the Confederate army and served for three months, after which he taught
a district school at Greenfield, Indiana, at the same time pursuing the study
of law in the office of James L. Mason during his leisure hours. In 1864 he

was appointed clerk in the Indiana state senate, serving for two years, and in

1865 he successfully passed an examination which secured him admission to

the bar at Greenfield, Indiana.

Mr. Lowe has been a representative of the Missouri bar since 1868, when
he located for practice at Plattsburg, this state, where he remained until 1883.

There he won cordial advancement by reason of his marked devotion to his

clients' interests, his thorough preparation of his cases and his able handling
of his cause in the courts. From 1872 until 1880 he served as prosecuting

attorney of Clinton county, being chosen by popular suffrage at four succes-

sive elections. The first time he was nominated by the democrats, the

"people" then placed his name on the people's ticket, and afterward the

republicans did the same, thus giving him three nominations for the same

office.

In 1883 Mr. Lowe arrived in Kansas City, since which time he has

devoted much of his attention to personal affairs, although he is also well

known as an able member of the bar. In 1889 he was appointed receiver of

the National Exchange Bank and so managed its affairs that he paid the

depositors in full and the stockholders a good dividend. He has ever kept
abreast with the best thinking men of the age, has read broadly and considers

deeply the vital questions affecting state and national interests in any of its

phases. He is an eloquent speaker, possessing superior oratorical power, and

has been called upon to address many gatherings upon important questions.

His address before the Kansas City Commercial Club in 1896 on Agriculture
and Commerce, Twin Sisters in the Country's Development, was a most

entertaining one and full of historic facts. For his learned and able address

before the South and. West Commercial Congress at Charleston in 1898 he

received a vote of thanks. He was also called upon to address the Trans-

Mississippi Congress at Houston, Texas. He possesses a statasman's grasp of

affairs and his political interest has ever been that of a public-spirited citizen

who desires general good rather than personal aggrandizement and places

the welfare of the country before partisanship. He was, however, a candidate

for lieutenant governor in 1900, and his political views may be termed those

of a conservative democrat.

In 1876 Mr. Lowe was married to Miss Mary E. McWilliams, a daughter
of Dr. John Q. A. McWilliams, of Madison county, Kentucky, and a descend-

ant of the McWilliams and Hockaday families, who were among the pioneers
of Virginia and Kentucky. Her grandfather. Captain John Cleveland Mc-

Williams served in the war of 1812, and through the Cleveland branch of the

family Mrs. Lowe is related to Grover Cleveland. By her marriage she hag

become the mother of a son and daughter, John Roger and Florence Marian.
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The family attend the Baptist church, of which Mr. Lowe is a member,
He stands for all that is best in the individual, in citizenship and in business

life. The strong qualities which have made him useful in one locality would

have insured his eminence anywhere. Though never a seeker for political

honors he has exerted through his wide acquaintance with the leaders of

political and business life an influence exceeding that of many whose names

are familiar in public affairs. Governor Folk appointed him chairman of

the board of election commissioners in 1895, and during the existence of this

board, it has been universally conceded that the elections have been fair,

honest and orderly.

MRS. JENNIE M. PHILLIPS.

Mrs. Jennie M. Phillips, well known in Kansas City, w^here she has re-

sided since 1900, makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. Thomas L. Muli-

nix, at No. 3005 East Twenty-fifth street. She bore the maiden name of

Jennie M. Hall and is a native of Trumbull county, Ohio, her birth having

there occurred November 12, 1829. She can trace her ancestry back to the

Mayflower and several generations of the family were represented in New

England and the east. Her parents were Elijah and Anna Hall, both natives

of New Jersey, born near the town of Columbus. Mr. Hall, who devoted his

life to mechanical pursuits, removed to Trumbull county, Ohio after his mar-

riage and there worked at his trade for many years, after which he took up
his abode in Ashtabula county, Ohio. At the latter place he also followed

his trade for a few years, but on account of advanced age eventually gave up
hard work and retired from active life. Later he and his wife made their

home with their married children in different parts of the country; both are

now deceased, however.

Their daughter Jennie was reared and educated in the county of her

nativity and in early womanhood gave her hand in marriage to Henry
Thomas, of Connecticut. His parents were natives of that state but spent

the greater part of their lives in Ohio and there eventually passed away.

Henry Thomas was a jeweler by trade and following his marriage engaged
in that line of business in Gustavus, Ohio, for a few years, after which he

removed to Fremont, Ohio, where he worked at his trade during his remain-

ing days, his death there occurring in 1889. There were two children by
that marriage, the elder being Eva B., now the wife of Thomas L. Mulinix,

who is engaged in the wholesale jewelry business in Kansas City. He is a

native of Lancaster, Ohio, and a son of James W. Mulinix, who owned a

large flour mill in Lancaster, Ohio, but afterward removed to Toledo, that

state, where he engaged in merchandising until his business was destroyed

by fire. He then became a resident of Chicago, where he resided until his

death. His son, Thomas L. Mulinix, is a prominent wholesale jewelry dealer

of Kansas City, with offices at No. 318 Century building, but spends most of

his time in traveling and selling his goods, leaving his son in charge of the in-
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terests in Kansas City. There was but one child born unto Mr. and Mrs.

Thomas Mulinix—Thomas Wilbur W., who now acts as manager of his fath-

er's wholesale jewelry business in the Century building. He married Bessie

Steward and they reside at No. 3316 East Twenty-first street. Mr. Mulinix

has a sister, Miss Minnie E. Mulinix, who is a leading musician of Chicago.

Mary Elizabeth, the younger daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas, is now
the wife of Charles Waldorf, a resident of Wichita, Kansas.

Following the death of her first husband, Mrs. Thomas became the wife

of Henry Phillips, who now resides ten miles south of Hillsdale, Michigan.
After her second marriage Mrs. Phillips remained in Michigan for a few

years and since that time has made her home with her daughters, remaining
with Mrs. Mulinix in Kansas City since 1900. She is now seventy-eight years

of age but is a remarkably well preserved woman. Her daughter, Mrs. Muli-

nix, spends considerable time in traveling with her husband, but since the

establishment of the wholesale jewelry business here they have purchased
a nice home at No. 3005 East Twenty-fifth street, where they and her mother

reside. Mrs. Phillips is the owner of some valuable property near Hillsdale,

Michigan, and is quite well to do. She has made some warm friends during
her residence in Kansas City and Mr. and Mrs. Mulinix are also prominent
in social circles here.

WILLIAM H. McCRUM.

William H. McCrum, organizer and vice president of the Orthwein-

McCrum Investment Company of Kansas City, was here born on the 9th of

September, 1877. His father, John S. McCrum, was superintendent of

motive power for the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Missouri Railroad for more

than thirty years and died in 1899. His wife bore the maiden name of

Sarah H. Hammond.
In the common schools William H. McCrum began his education and,

passing through consec*utive grades, became a high-school student. At the

age of seventeen he entered the office of the auditing department of the Kan-

sas City, Fort Scott & Missouri Railroad, where he remained for six years

in various capacities, receiving many promotions. As there was nothing
further for him to expect there in the way of advancement and desirous of

getting into some commercial line with greater possibilities, he resigned to

accept a position with H. P. Wright & Company, stock and bond brokers,

with whom he continued until 1905. He then withdrew and engaged in the

same line of business on his own account. In March, 1907, he joined Charles

Orthwein and J. D. White in organizing the Orthwein-McCrum Investment

Company, of which Mr. Orthwein is president; Mr. McCrum, vice president;

and J. D. White, secretary and treasurer. They do a large business in local se-

curities and also have private wires to the Chicago grain market and the New
York stock markets. They have a large suite of offices, centrally located at

No. 1010 Baltimore avenue on the ground floor of the Dwight building.



182 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

Mr. McCrum ls a member of the Kansas City Club and the Kansas City
Athletic Club. He is an intelligent young man of business ability, whose use-

fulness and success will undoubtedly increase as the years ptiss. By nature

he is social, yet modest and unassuming in manner, his friends, however,

finding him a congenial companion.

STEPHEN NORTHROP DWIGHT.

Stephen Northrop Dwight, wlio spent his last days in Kansas City, was

prominently identified with the development of the west as a representative

of financial, banking and mining interests. His superior business ability,

enterprise and ready grasp of a situation, enabled him to become closely

associated with the establishment and successful conduct of enterprises which

proved important factors in the growth and progress of this section of the

country.

The Dwight family were originally from England. The founder of

the family in America was one John Dwight, who settled at Dadham, Mass-

achusetts. Stephen N. Dwight was born in Belchertown, Massachusetts, on

the 10th day of June, 1853, in the same house in which his father and

grandfather were born. His mother was Sarah Elizabeth Northrop, of Con-

necticut. His father, Corydon G. Dwight, was engaged in the manufacture

of firearms for the government during the period of the Civil war, at New

Haven, Connecticut.

Stephen N. DAvight spent his boyhood and received his education in

New Haven. His father moved to Michigan, and he began his business

career in Kalamazoo, Michigan, but study of the business situation of the

country in various sections, led him to believe that the west offered splendid

opportunities, and accordingly, he made his way in 1874 to Kansas. His

first location was at Independence, that state, where he engaged in the bank-

ing business. He continued in that business until about ten years before

his death. He was connected with several banks in Kansas, also organized
and was cashier of the American National Bank at Fort Smith, Arkansas,
but not liking the climate, sold his interest and went to Lcadville, Colo-

rado, where he organized the American National Bank and was its presi-

dent. After selling his banking interests, he engaged in mining for a time,

then went to California, where he stayed more than a year, but it seemed

too far away from all friends and relatives, so he returned to Kansas and

became identified with the development of the mining resource? at Galena,

also bought the water works, which he enlarged and improved in every way.
He closed out his minor interests before moving to Kansas City, but owned
and operated the water works up to the time of his death, after which they
were sold by his widow. One of the elements of his exceedingly successful

career was the quickness with which he noted an opportunity that others

passed heedlessly by, when he saw a chance for profitable investment or

for the establishment of an enterprise that promised success. Forming
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his plans readily he was determined in their execution and carried forward

to successful completion whatever he undertook. In his mental review of

the west, he noted the bright outlook before Kansas City, and showed his

faith in its future by the purchase of considerable property. Time dem-

onstrated his wisdom in this regard and increased the value of his realty

holdings. The erection of the handsome office structure, known as the

Dwight building, at the corner of Tenth and Baltimore avenue, is an evi-

dence of his foresight and faith in Kansas City's future greatness. This

magnificent building was the pioneer of its kind and added an important

step to Kansas City's realty growth that can only be estimated by a review

of the improved property conditions of that immediate locality. The suc-

cess of this undertaking added a stimulus to Kansas City real-estate inter-

ests, at a time when most needed, and stands as a monument to his enter-

prise and judgment. The property is now owned by Mrs. Dwight. Mr.

Dwight also purchased other realty here and felt that it was a thoroughly
safe investment and one which would bring good returns..

Mr. Dwight was married in Independence, Kansas, to Miss Rodella G.

Arter, daughter of Dr. Anthony H. Arter, who went to Kansas in 1869 from

Rock Island, Illinois. He was a skillful physician, but gave up the practice

of medicine some years ago and turned his attention to mining and specula-

tion. He retired a few^ years ago and is now living in Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr, Dwight was a man of domestic tastes, finding his greatest happiness at

his own fireside, and a most congenial companionship existed between him-

self and wife.

His political allegiance was given to the republican party, and fra-

ternally, he was connected Avith the Masons and Knights of Pythias. He
died in 1904 and thus was terminated a life of great activity and useful-

ness. He belonged to that class of representative American men who,
while promoting individual prosperity, also contributed to the general wel-

fare. His face indicated that character, balance, harmony and sound judg-
ment were among his natural traits. Any one seeing him would know
that he was a dependable man in any relation and any emergency. Quiet-

ude of deportment, easy dignity, and a frankness and cordiality of address

were among his noticeable characteristics. He was ever ready to meet any
obligation of life with the confidence and courage that come of conscious

personal ability, right conception of things and an habitual regard for what
was best in the exercise of human activities.

BRUNO L. SULZBACHER, M. D.

There is no profession in which distinction and success depend more

largely upon individual merit and ability than in the practice of medicine

and surgery. In many business interests real skill and worth must be proven

by the test of time but the physician is judged by what he accomplishes day
by day and the consensus of public opinion is formed as the result of his
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daily labor. Dr. Sulzbacher, judged by this standard, which is applied to

every follower of the calling, is accorded prominence and honor as a repre-

sentative of the medical fraternity and yet he is still comparatively a young
man.

His father, the Hon. Louis Sulzbacher, is judge of the United States

federal court in the Indian Territory. He was born in Bavaria, Germany,
and came to America when eighteen years of age, working his way by de-

grees across the country until he reached Kansas City. The Santa Fe Rail-

road had not been built at that time and he started with an ox-team of pro-

visions, following the Santa Fe trail, which was the one important highway

leading into that section of the country. He proceeded to Santa Fe and

afterward to Las Vegas, where he decided to establish a law office and en-

gage in practice as an attorney. But the business in that new and then

largely undeveloped district did not prove sufficicMitly remunerative and he

was obliged to resort to hunting and trapping as a source of support. With

the advent of the raih\)ad, however, the country became settled and business

increased and it was not long before he was appointed attorney for the

Santa Fe Railroad. A man of sterling qualities, he has been recognized by
three presidents: first in the appointment of President U. S. Grant, who
named him United States commissioner; next by the late President William

McKinley, who appointed him to the post of justice of the supreme court

of Porto Rico; and later by President Roosevelt to his present position. It

was the desire of President Roosevelt that Judge Sulzbacher should continue

in the office in Porto Rico but his longing for his home compelled the pres-

ident to accede to his request to relieve him from office there and he was

transferred by the department of justice and appointed to his present posi-

tion.

Dr. Sulzbacher is a native of Las Vegas, New Mexico. His preliminary

education was acquired in a Presbyterian mission school there and later he

obtained a thorough educational training in the Jesuit College. In 1887

he became a student in Swarthmore College in Pennsylvania and a year later

he entered Rugby Academy in Philadelphia, from which he was graduated

ni due course of time. In the meanwhile, his parents having removed to

Kansas City, he returned to the west and pursvied a preparatory medical

course in the state university of Lawrence, Kansas. He further continued

his preparation in the University Medical College of Kansas City, from

which institution he was graduated in 1895, receiving the second prize in

his class. For a year he practiced in Kansas City and by appointment filled

the position of assistant demonstrator of anatomy in the college.

Desiring to attain further proficiency, knowledge and experience, Dr.

Sulzbacher resolved to go abroad for further study and in 1896 made his

way to Germany. He pursued regular and post-graduate work in the uni-

versities of Berlin, Gottingen and Vienna and thus with greatly enlarged

powers, owing to his investigation and researches, he returned to Kansas

City, resuming his practice. During the years 1898-99 he occupied the chair

of demonstrator of pathology in the University Medical College and the

following year was professor of histology. In 190,'^ he received the appoint-
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merit of chief of staff of the German hospital and in 1905 was local surgeon
for the Frisco Railroad. During the latter part of that year he again went

abroad, where he remained for a year for further study and while there was

appointed assistant to Professor Landau in his private hospital for diseases

of women in Berlin. In the more direct line of his profession he is a mem-
ber of the Western Surgical & Gynecological Association, the Aesculapian

Society, the Medical Association of New Mexico and the Mississippi Val-

ley Medical -Vssociation.

Dr. Sulzbacher has been assistant surgeon of Battery B of the National

Guard of Kansas City and is a thirty-second degree Mason and a noble of

the Mystic Shrine. He is also an Elk and became one of the charter

members of the Kansas City Athletic Club. He also belongs to the Elm

Ridge Club, to the Knife and Fork Club and the Music and Art Club, now
the art institute. He appreciates all that is being done for intellectual and
esthetic culture and broadened his own knowledge of music, painting and

sculpture in the art centers of the old world. While a man of broad

scientific attainments in professional lines, he is yet alive to the interests of

the world and its development and progress along other lines.

GEORGE S. BATTELL.

In the business circles of Kansas City the name of George S. Battell was

honored as one whose enterprise and commendable success entitled him to

recognition. He was a partner in the Zahner & Battell Manufacturing Com-

pany, manufacturers of metal specialties and stoves. They also conducted

a retail hardware business and the various departments were sources of grati-

fying revenue. Mr. Battell dated his residence in Kansas City from 1872. His

birth occurred in Mendon, Adams county, Illinois, October 15, 1856, his par-

ents being Richard and Hannah (Schieffelin) Battell, both of whom were

natives of New York city. Removing westward in 1845, they settled in Men-

don, Illinois, and about that time Richard Battell became interested in the

plow manufacturing business in Quincy, Illinois, but made his home in Men-
don. He was thus identified with industrial interests throughout his remain-

ing days and his death occurred in Mendon in 187i3. His widow continued to

reside at the old home there until she, too, passed away, in 1907, at the age
of eightv-seven vears.

When a little lad of six summers, George S. Battell became a pupil in

the public schools of his native town and gradually mastered the branches of

learning that constitute the public school curriculum. When a young man
he began work in a metal shop of Mendon and w^as thus engaged until 18V 2,

becoming familiar with the business in principle and detail. When he came
to Kansas City he w^as only about seventeen years of age and he afterward

attended a college here, thus completing his education. Subsequently he ac-

cepted a position in the metal shop of Wise & Zahner, remaining in that

employ for a year. This was his equipment but he soon passed on to positions
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of executive control, subsequently bending his energies largely to organiza-

tion, to constructive efforts and administrative direction. He had been with

the firm for a year when Mr. AVise withdrew and Mr. Battell succeeded him

as partner of Mr. Zahner. He brought all of his energies to bear upon the

development of the business, which was organized under the name of the

Zahner & Battell Manufacturing Company and which is still carried on under

the name of the Zahner Manufacturing Company. The plant was located

on the Southwest boulevard and the partners through their united efforts de-

veloped one of the largest enterprises of the city in the manufacture of stoves

and metal work of all kinds. The excellence of their products insured a

ready sale and the business enjoyed substantial growth annually. Mr. Battell

was also interested in the retail hardware store conducted by the firm at No.

940 Main street, where a large business was carried on. He, however, con-

centrated his energies more specifically upon the control of the office interests

at the factory on Southwest boulevard.

In 1889 Mr. Battell was married in Kansas City to Miss Mary L. Meily,

who was here born and is a daughter of John E. and Rebecca Meily, both

natives of Freeport, Illinois, and pioneer residents of Kansas City, arriving
here in 1858. The father purchased property at the northeast corner of

Sixteenth and Washington streets, where he built several houses. He was a

carpenter by trade and for the last twenty-six years of his life was employed
by the Fort Scott & Gulf Railway Company at Kansas City in the line of

his chosen pursuit. In 1906 he sustained an injury which caused his death

in July of that year. Mrs. Meily still owns the family homestead at No. 442
West Sixteenth street but now resides with her daughter, Mrs. Battell. Coming
to Kansas City at an early day, the Meily family were prominent among the

pioneer residents here and the members of the family are well known. Mrs.

Meily has another daughter, Mrs. James C. Rieger, the wife of a prominent
attorney of Kansas City.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Battell was born one son, Schieffelin Meily Battell,

who is now attending the manual high school and resides with his mother.
The husband and father died March 1, 1902. He was a devoted member of

the Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal church, to which Mrs. Battell also

belongs, while Mrs. Meily is a member of the Summit Avenue Methodist

Episcopal church. Mr. Battell likewise held membership with the Retail

Merchants' Association and was interested in all that pertained to the city's

development and commercial upbuilding. Socially he was a charter member
of Modern AVoodmen Camp, No. 2002. His political allegiance was given the

republican party. Interested in old family relics, he had had in his possession
a book for many years—an old volume of poetry and paintings that was writ-

ten up and painted by his uncle and is at least a hundred years old. It is

now in the possession of Mrs. Battell.

Mr. Battell never sought to figure in public life but in his various asso-

ciations he was a just and considerate employer, a faithful friend and a de-
voted husband and father. It is not from the few conspicuous deeds of life

tliat the blcs.sings chiefly come which make the world sweeter, better and hap-
pier, but from the countless lonely ministrations of the everydays, the little
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faithfulnesses that fill long years. It was these things that endeared Mr.

Battell to his family and his friends. A year prior to his death he built a

nice residence at No. 1315 Prospect avenue, where Mrs. Battell and her son

and her mother now reside. Two years after her husband's demise she sold

her interest in the business to Mr. Zahner and has her capital well invested.

Her entire life has been passed in Kansas City and she is thus largely familiar

with the history of its development and upbuilding.

AUGUSTUS L. CHOUTEAU.

Augustus L. Chouteau is well remembered by many residents of Kan-

sas City although he was never actively engaged in business here. He had

acquired a goodly fortune ere he took up his abode here and his last days
were spent in the enjoyment of well earned ease. He belonged to a prom-
inent old French family which was established in America at an early day.

His birth occurred in St. Louis in 1814. Both his father and mother were

of French ancestry and became residents of St. Louis in pioneer times, re-

maining there until called to the home beyond.

Augustus L. Chouteau acquired an excellent education in the Jesuit

College of St. Louis and while a young man he entered the employ of his

uncle, Pierre Chouteau, who was engaged in the fur business in St. Louis

under the name of the Missouri Fur Company and who sent his nephew
west to buy furs. Augustus Chouteau therefore spent nine years in the

Rocky mountains buying and trading in furs among the Indians and be-

coming familiar with the various phases of frontier life, gaining as well an

intimate knowledge of the methods employed by the red men in their bus-

iness transactions. At length he returned to St. Louis and began business on

his own account, dealing in fancy groceries for a few years. He then re-

moved to Alton, Illinois, which was then a small town, and began buying
and improving property. At one time he owned nearly all of that city. He
would purchase lots and transform unsightly vacancies into fine residence

districts, becoming well known as a speculative builder. His excellent judg-

ment in matters of real-estate investment brought him splendid success and

he continued in the general real-estate business of Alton for over thirty

years, realizing most gratifying profit upon his purchases and sales of prop-

erty. As time passed he advanced from affluence to wealth and as a capital-

ist removed to Chicago, where he resided for two years, coming thence to

Kansas City in 1878. He embarked in no active business enterprise here,

deriving his income from his valuable investments and enjoying during his

remaining days a well earned retirement from business cares.

Mr. Chouteau was married in Alton, Illinois, to Miss Elizabeth H.

Bnnier. a daughter of Jacob and Mary (Dodge) Bruner. The mother was

a native of Salem, Massachusetts. The father was born in Kentucky and

the town of Brunersville was named in honor of his father. Jacob Bruner

removed from the Blue Grass state to Edwardsville, Illinois, where for sev-
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eral years he engaged in the hat manufacturing business and then took up
his abode in Alton among its early settlers, for the town had but recently

been established. He was made the first postmaster at Alton and was other-

wise identified with its early development and upbuilding. He was after-

ward appointed warden of the state penitentiary at Alton and filled that

position for four years. On his retirement he engaged in the dry goods bus-

iness and continued in that line throughout his remaining days. Both he

and his wife passed away in Alton.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Chouteau were born, eleven children, seven of whom,

are yet living, namely: Amidee B., who now resides iii*San Francisco, Cal-

ifornia; Mrs. Julia M. Legg, of Kansas City, Kansas; Augustus L., who is

now engaged in the cigar business at No. 118 West Eighth street in Kansas

City; Clara C, the wife of Dr. Thomas J. Beattie, one of the most prom-
inent physicians of Kansas City; Mrs. Louise Breeder, of Kansas City;

Blanche E., who resides with her mother; and Lillian C, the wife of Fred

C. Merry, of the Merry Optical Company, of Kansas City, Those deceased

are Mrs. Mary Piatt, Mrs. Lilly Shoemaker, William B. and Eva. The last

two died in childhood.

The death of the husband and father occurred December 1, 1887, after

which his remains were taken to Alton, Illinois, for interment. He was a

communicant of the Catholic church, to which Mrs. Chouteau yet belongs.

His business career was notably exceptional in its success. He possessed

remarkable sagacity and enterprise and was seldom, if ever, at error in mat-

ters of business judgment, especially concerning real-estate investment. He
won splendid success and was thus enabled to leave his family in very com-

fortable financial circumstances. Since losing her husband ]\Irs. Chouteau

has made her home with her children in Kansas City and is now living

with her daughter. Mrs. Dr. Beattie, at No. 1201 Linwood boulevard.

THEODOR C. PELTZER.

Theodor C. Peltzer, for fourteen years a representative of the real-estate

and loan business in Kansas City, arrived here in company with his father,

Theodor Peltzer, Sr., from Atchison. Kansas. The father engaged in l)rick

manufacturing at the corner of Third and Wyandotte streets, where the Grand

Central depot is now located, a few years later the McClelland. Stunipf &

Peltzer Brick Manufacturing Company was organized with Theodor Peltzer

as president and they successfully carried on the enterprise for about twenty

years. The rapid growth of the city provided an excellent market for the

manufactured product and as the years passed the company developed one

of the most extensive productive industries of this character in Kansas City.

This firm manufactured building and other kinds of brick and the extent

of its business made Mr. Peltzer. in the course of years, one of the men of

affluence here. About ten years ago he retired from active business, spend-

ing his remaining days in the enjoyment of a well earned and richly merited
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rest. The only business interests which claimed his attention were in the

line of real-estate investment and loans. He passed away November 27, 1900,
and thus Kansas City lost a citizen whose value and worth had long been

recognized and who in business circles enjoyed the full confidence of his

colleagues and the admiration of his contemporaries. He was a native of

Germany, while his wife, who bore the maiden name of Gertrude Merwick,
was born in Holland. Their family numbered four children: William P.,

Herman J., Mrs. Mary Kurt and Theodor C, all residents of Kansas City.

Theodor C. Peltzer, whose name introduces this review, is a native of

AVinthrop, Missouri, born November 28, 1875. The removal of his family
to Kansas City during his early childhood enabled him to pursue his educa-

tion in the Linwood school here, w^hile later he attended St. Benedict's Col-

lege, from which he was graduated in the class of 1894. Immediately after-

ward he entered the field of real-estate operation in Kansas City and has since

carried on a successful real-estate and loan business. For a few years be

was also interested in doing some building but of late years has confined

his attention more largely to the loan and fire insurance business and to

his real-estate operations. He purchased the real-estate business of E. H.

Phelps & Company, W. G. Leggett and the E. P. Sexton Realty Company
and is now widely recognized as one of the prominent representatives of

this field of activity in Kansas City. He is also the owner of the old family
home at the northwest corner of Linwood and Pa.seo, which he purchased
soon after his mother's death and which he now occupies.

Mr. Peltyer was married on the 28th of June, 1904, to Miss Mattie

Couch, who was born in Olathe, Kansas, but has spent the greater part of

her ]if^ in Kansas City. Mr. Peltzer is a member of the Kansas City

Athletic Club, the Automobile Club and of the Knights of Columbus, while

his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Catholic church.

He is now a prosperous man, owing to his unwearied industry. There is

about him an atmosphere of push and determination and of energy well con-

trolled. He has placed a correct valuation upon life's contacts and' expe-

riences, has learned to make the best use of every opportunity and not a little

of his success is due to the fact of his correct reading of men and character.

FRANK B. LEWIS.

Kansas City in recent years has taken rank with the metropolitan trade

centers of the country, its commercial and industrial interests bringing it into

close connection with the outside world and promoting its prosperity and

development. Among the enterprises which are factors therein is included

the wholesale business of Frank B. Lewis, a dealer in leather findings and

shoe store supplies. He was born in Savannah, Georgia, on the 14th of

March, 1853, his parents being Robert A. and Catherine A. (Cook) Lewis.

He traces his ancestry in the maternal line back to Lieutenant Colonel Bar-

rington, who was a cousin of General Oglethorpe, the founder of the colony
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of Georgia, receiving the territory within its borders as a grant from King
George III, of England, together with a large sum of money which was used

in opening the prison doors of England and thus freeing the Huguenots, who
were brought to this country to settle the new colony. The state was named

by the Colonel in honor of King George. Lieutenant Colonel Barrington was

the great grandfather of Frank B. Lewis and his daughter became the wife of

Wiliam Cook, an English barrister, who settled in Georgia, but later both

Mr. Cook and the Lieutenant Colonel Barrington returned to England, where

their last days were passed.

Robert A. Lewis was a native of Georgia, his grandfather having come

into that country with the French Huguenots. In the state which was the

home of his ancestors Frank B. Lewis was born but was largely reared and

acquired his education in New^ York city, where his parents removed when

he was but a year old. At the age of eighteen years he secured a position

in a leather findings house and there became thoroughly acquainted with

the business in principle and detail. In 1880 he embarked in business on

his ow^n account, laying the foundation for the present successful mercantile

enterprise which he is now conducting and which is the largest of the kind

in this city. He deals extensively in leather findings and shoe store supplies

and has built up an excellent patronage which brings to him a large volume

of trade annually.
In 1894 Mr. Lewis was united in marriage to Miss Ardena Whitsett, of

Kansas City. They have two children : Margaret B. and Frances A. In

politics Mr. Lewis is a democrat, but without aspiration for office. He gives

undivided attention to his business affairs, which, capably conducted, are

bringing to him signal success.

AUGUST R. MEYER.

America, ably termed the land of opportunity, gave to August R. Meyer
his chance of success. The difference between a prosperous man and he who
meets only failure, however, is that one sees and utilizes the advantages and

the other passes them by heedlessly. One of the world's w'orkers, developing
his native powers by broad study and experience, August R. Meyer gained a

position of distinctive prominence as a representative of the great mining
industries of the west. He w^as notable, moreover, in that few men who
attain the financial prominence that came to hi in enjoy in so large a degree
the confidence, honor and respect of those with whom they are associated.

Too often the acquircnicnt of wealth leaves the marks and scars of the battle,

but throughout an intensely active life Mr. Meyer also cultivated those graces
of character which are manifest in an acknowledgment of the rights of others

for kindly consideration for one's fellow travelers on life's journey and an

appreciation of all that promotes intellectual, esthetic and moral culture.

Thus the people who knew^ him in his lifetime rejoiced in the honors and
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successes to which he attained and ever cherished his memory since he has

been called from the scene of earthly activities.

Mr. Meyer was one of Missouri's native sons, born in St. Louis in 1851.

His father, Heinrich Peter Meyer, was a native of Hamburg, and the mother,
who bore the maiden name of Margaretha Krafts, was also of German

nativity. When a young man the father, crossing the Atlantic to America

to enjoy its more extended business privileges, settled in St. Louis, where he

became the head of an extensive business conducted under the name of the St.

Louis Woodenware Company, an enterprise that is still in existence. He was

very successful, the business securing a volume of trade which enabled him
to advance to a position in the ranks of the wealthy manufacturers of St.

Louis.

In the schools of his native city August R. Meyer pursued his early

education and at the age of fourteen was sent to Europe to complete his

studies. He was for some time a student in the Collge of Canton Zurich,

Switzerland, and having made choice of mining engineering as a profession

he completed his scientific education in the school of mines at Freiberg,

Saxony, from which he was graduated in 1872. Subsequently he spent several

terms as a student in the University of Berlin and later traveled through the

leading mining countries of Europe, studying the practical work carried on

in the field. Thus equipped with the best training that the old world could

afford, Mr. Meyer returned to St. Louis and for a period was engaged in

examining coal lands in Illinois. He soon passed on to positions of executive

control, subsequently bending his energies largely to organization, to con-

structive efforts and administrative direction. Possessing broad, enlightened
and liberal-minded views, faith in himself and in the vast potentialities in-

herent in his country's wide domain, the specific needs along the distinctive

lines chosen for his life work, his was an active career, in which he acom-

plished important and far-reaching results. In the spring of 1874 he went ta

Colorado and soon after was appointed government assayer for the district of

Fairplay, the appointment coming to him in recognition of a scientific paper
which he had written soon after his return to America and which attracted

widespread attention and endorsement.

Mr. Meyer continued in that position until 1875 and then became senior

partner of the firm of A. R. Meyer & Company, which opened an ore-crush-

ing mill at Alma, Colorado, and conducted business at that point until 1881.

His work in the development of the mining resources of the state forms an

integral and important chapter in Colorado's history. He was one of the

three founders of Leadville, visiting the site of that city in the fall of 1877,
when the locality was known as Caifornia Gulch. He made a critical ex-

amination of the mineral deposits, and being satisfied that the district con-

tained vast hidden wealth he purchased thirty acres and began the develop-
ment of the property. In February, 1878, with Alvinus B. Wood, of Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and George L. Henderson of Ohio, he laid out the town,
secured a postofRce and gave to the place the name of Leadville. He was^

also the pioneer here in its industrial interests, building its first sampling and

smelting works. In 1879, associated with Governor Taber and others, he
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laid out the addition, including Harrison avenue, which is now the most im-

portant thoroughfare of the city. He was also at the head of the Meyer
Mining Company of Leadville and there resided until 1881.

Each forward step in his career had brought yir. Meyer a broader out-

look and wider scope for his activities, and his business life was notable by
reason of his sound judgment and wonderfully keen discernment. He made
a general study of Kansas City, its commercial prospects and! its railroad

advantages, with the result that he determined to make it the place of his

business headquarters and his permanent re-idencc. P'ollowing his removal

here he joined N. Witherall and T. Burdell in purchasing the small smelting

plant at Argentine. Mr. Meyer then reorganized the company, remodeled and

enlarged the works and began operations. From the beginning the new

enterprise proved a profitable venture and the growth of the business resulted

in the capitalization of the company for two million dollars, while the annual

business transacted reached fifteen million dollars. Constantly watchful of

opportunities, in 1899 the fertile brain of Mr. Meyer conceived the idea of

developing a subsidiary interest in connection with the smelter property.
This resulted in the organization of the Southwest Chemical Company, while

later the plant was enlarged and the business reincorporated under the style
of the United Zinc & Chemical Company, with ]Mr. ^Meyer as president and
one of the heavy stockholders, his leading associates in the enterprise being
B. D. Rowe, of Kansas City, and John Greenough, of New York. It was Mr.

Meyer's knowledge of chemistry and his comprehensive understanding of the

mining industry in all of its ditferent phases' that suggested the establishment

and proved a strong feature in its success.

The company was organized with a capital of three and a half million

dollars and has two plants, one in Argentine and the other at lola, Kansas,

employment being furnished by the company to one thousand men. Mr.

Meyer devoted his energies largely during the last six years of his life to

the development of the business. In his capacity as a mining engineer and
a controlling spirit in enterprises that resulted from his knowedge along that

line, he contributed in no small degree to the expansion and material growth
of the we.st. and himself derived therefrom substantial benefits. He owned
valuable mining i)roperties in Colorado and other sections of the country
and also invested quite largely in real estate, having considerable property in

Kansas City, inchiding his residence at the corner of Forty-fourth street and

Warwick biMilc\;n'<l. wliich. l)y the consensus of pulilic (>|>iiii()ii. is acknowl-

edged the most beautiful home in Kansas City.

Mr. ^Nloyei- wa.^ married in Denver, Colorado, in 1878, to Miss Emma J.

Hixon, a daughter of John B. Hixon, of that state. They became the parents
of seven children, of whom five are living: Ruth, the wife of William Allen

Smith, of lola, Kan.sas: Alfred, Agnes, Henry and Pliilli]). the youngest now

eight years of age. The death of the husband and father occurred December

1, 1905, and while his loss was most deeply regretted in the city and in busi-

ness circles, it came with the greatest force to his family, for he was a devoted

husband and father. After becoming a resident of Kansas City he was most

actively and helpfuly associated Mith nmch that pertained to municipal
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progress and improvement. He was a leading spirit in the movement ''to

make Kansas City beautiful," and was chosen president of the park board,

serving in that capacity when the system of parks and boulevards was planned.

One thoroughly familiar with the history of the city said of Mr, Meyer: "He

spent much time and money to advance the park plans ;
he did this out of no

other motive than the upbuilding and progress of the city which he had

chosen as his permanent home. Mr. Meyer was always interested in parks

and his extensive travels gave him opportunities of seeing all of the famous

parks in the United States and many abroad.

A beautiful piece of boulevard in the southern part of the city has been

named Meyer road in his honor. His cooperation Avas never sought in vain

when the purpose was public improvement and he looked upon the exigencies

of the moment and the possibilities of the future and labored for later as

well as present generations. He was president of the Commercial Club in

1895 and 1896 and for several years served on its directorate. At different

times he was treasurer of the board of trustees of the Young Men's Christian

Association
;
was president of the Provident Association

;
was a member of

the board of trustees of the Children's Free Hospital; and a member of the

board of trustees of the First Congregational church. As few men have done,

he realized the responsibilities of wealth and acknowledged his individual

obligation. What he did arose from a sincere interest in his fellowmen.

The accumulation of wealth was never allowed to warp his kindly, generous

nature, but on the contrary his humanitarianism developed with the progress

of his success and his esthetic culture. Few men have enjoyed in so large

measure the respect, popularity and the honor that was accorded August
R. Meyer, and perhaps no better testimonial of his position can be given
than the fact that soon after his death the Commercial Club instituted a

movement for a memorial statue to be erected to his memory. A large fund

was subscribed and collected and a commission given to Daniel Chester

French, the eminent American sculptor, to execute a portrait study of heroic

size, which was placed in one of the public parks in the year 1908. Thus

until the stone shall crumble long ages hence Kansas City w'ill know of one

who was her benefactor and who contributed so largely to her improvement
and adornment.

JOHN CUTTER GAGE.

No history of the legal profession in Kansas City would be complete

without mention of John Cutter Gage, now one of the oldest practitioners

at the bar of Jackson county. Moreover, he was the first president of the

Kansas City Bar Association and also the Law Library Association and at one

time was president of the State Bar Association. His life record began at

Pelham, New Hampshire, April 20, 1835. The ancestry of the family is

traced back to John Gage, who came from England in 1630 and settled in

Boston. His father, Frye Gage, was a New England farmer and married
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Kesiah Cutter. The boyhood days of John Cutter Gage were spent on the

homestead farm, his time divided between the duties of the fields and the

work of the schoolroom until he had mastered the elementary branches of

English learning, when he entered Phillips Academy, where he prepared for

college, matriculating at Dartmouth in 1852. After completing the work

of the freshman and sophomore years in that institution he entered Harvard

College in 1855 and was graduated therefrom in 1856. Having determined

to make the practice of law his life work, he became a student in the office

•of S. A. Brown, then a leading attorney of Lowell, Massachusetts, and was

admitted to the bar in Boston in 1858.

In the following March Mr. Gage arrived in Kansas City, where he has

now continuously practiced for forty-nine years, being one of the oldest as

well as ablest representatives of the legal fraternity here. In 1860 he be-

came a partner of William C. Woodson and in 18'66 entered into partnership

relations with William Doug, which continued until 1869. In 1870 he was

joined by Sanford D. Ladd in the practice of law and the admission of Charles

E. Small to the firm in 1878 led to the adoption of the firm name of Gage,

Ladd & Small. This is one of the strongest law firms of the city, having had

a continuous existence of thirty years while his association with Mr. Ladd

covers thirty-eight years. In his practice Mr. Gage has won a large percentage

of the cases that have been entrusted to him. He convinces by his concise

statements of law and facts rather than by word painting and so high is the

respect for his legal ability and integrity that his assertions in court are sel-

dom questioned seriously. Judges and clients also respect him for his care-

ful counsel. He is a man of most courteous manner and yet firm and un-

yielding in all that he believes to be right. Whatever he does is for the best

interests of his clients and for the honor of his profession and no man gives

to either a more unqualified allegiance or riper ability. His standing in the

profession is indicated by the fact that he was honored with the presidency

of the Kansas City Bar Association upon its formation and also of the Law

Library Association, while his position in the profession in the state was at-

tested by his selection for the presidency of the State Bar Assocation in 1884.

No man is more familiar with the personnel nor the history of judicial pro-

ceedings of the state than Mr. Gage, who has written many historical articles

upon the bench and bar of Missouri.

On the 26th of April, 1886, Mr. Gage was married to Miss Ida Bailey,

a daughter of Dr. Elijah Bailey, of Monroe couiily, Missouri, and they have

two children, John Bailey and Marion Manseur.

PHILIP KBAUS.

When a man has traveled far on life's journey it is a source of satis-

faction to his friends that in the evening of his days he can enjoy rest with-

out further recourse to labor. Nature seems to have intended that this should

be the case, for in youth mic is full of the energy and hope of early life, and in
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later years these qualities are directed by the sound judgment which results

from practical experience, and if one's labors be persistent and intelligently
directed there results a measure of success which makes it possible for the

individual to put aside business cares in his later years. Such has been the

course of Mr. Kraus, whose life of intense activity is now crowned with an

age of ease. He was born in Baden, Germany, in April 26, 1831, and came
to America in the spring of 1850. He was then a young man of nineteen

years, ambitious to make his way in the world and realizing also that ''there

is no excellence without labor." He had about twenty-five dollars when he

landed in America. He began selling oil cloths for tables—traveled through the

country on foot, and was thus engaged for four years, making money in that

venture. In 1854 he went to Madison, Wisconsin, where he and his brother

ran a hotel, there remaining until 1857, when Philip Kraus left that place

by boat and went down the river to St. Louis. From that point he proceeded

up the Missouri river to Kansas City, arriving here in May, 1857, when the

town was small and of little industrial or commercial importance. In the

early days of his residence here he knew every man engaged in business in

Kansas City. This seemed almost the last point of civilization before one ven-

tured upon the plains, where the Indians were numerous and often manifested

, open hostility toward the white race. Mr. Kraus, however, made it his busi-

ness to engage in trading with the red men, selling goods to the Shawnee
and Delaware Indians for three years, going out among them with wagons
in which he carried such goods as he knew they desired. He afterward estab-

lished a store at Shawnee, which he conducted until it was destroyed by fire in

1863. In that year he went to Fort Scott, Kansas, and also at Fort Smith,
and while in the state was forced into the service of the army, cutting trees,

etc. In 1865 he returned to Kansas Citv and in the vear 1866 became a resi-

dent of Holland, Clay county, Missouri, becoming closely identified with the

upbuilding of that place in pioneer times. He conducted a general store there,

assisted in establishing the postoffice and was postmaster at that point for

twenty-one years. Again he came to Kansfis City in 1871 and bought a corner

lot at Tracy and West Ninth street. Around this he built a wall and upon
the ground erected a small house, but in 1888 he began the erection of flats

there and added to the original number, until he now has twenty-three apart-

ments, ranging from three to six rooms each. Of the rental and care of this

property he and his son now have charge, but the latter is largely relieving
the father of the business management, and Mr. Kraus is thus enabled to

enjoy well earned rest. From time to time he made judicious and well placed
investment in property, owning considerable land in Clay county, including
two hundred acres near Birmingham. Through his purchase and sale of

real estate he made considerable money and thus, with a gratifying competence
to supply all his needs, is now enjoying life and the rest which should ever

crown earnest effort and long continued toil.

Mr. Kraus was married in Clay county to Miss Catherine Klamn in 1872,
and unto them were born two children, but the daughter died in early life.

The son, John P., was born in Harlem, Clay county, in 1873, and was edu-

cated in the Woodland public school of Kansas City and in the German
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schools. He is now associated with his father in the management of busi-

ness interests, which are carefully conducted, and are bringing a gratifying
financial return annually. A well spent and honorable life has gained for

Mr. Kraus the respect and esteem of all with whom he has been brought
in contact, and he is well known in this part of the state as one whose efforts

in the upbuilding of the west have been effective and far-reaching.

ROBERT ALEXANDER LONG.

AVhen ambition is satisfied and every ultimate aim accomplished, satiety

follows, effort languishes and industry becomes futile. It is the man who is

not satisfied with present conditions who delights in the doing, who finds

pleasure in exerting his powers and in solving intricate problems that becomes

a forceful factor in the world's development. From early youth Robert Alex-

ander Long has been one of the world's workers and his success, so great as

to seem almost magical, is attributable directly to his own labors.

The rapid development of all material resources during the closing years
of the nineteenth century and the opening years of the twentieth has brought
business enterprises up from the day of small things to gigantic

proportions, where millions of dollars take the place of hundreds and where

men are required to handle thousands as carefully and as successfully as their

grandfathers handled hundreds. All the history of the world shows that to

grapple with new conditions, to fill breaches in all great crises men have been

developed and have stood ready to assume new and great responsibilities and
have discharged them well and profitably. Many youths now taking their first

lessons in practical business will work up gradually from one responsibility
to one higher and then to still higher ones, as R. A. Long has done, for what
he has accomplished others maj^ do. True his have been ''massive deeds and

great" in one sense and yet his entire accomplishment but represents the

fit utilization of the innate talents which were his.

His life record began in Shelby county, Kentucky, in December, 1850.

His father was an intensely practical, methodical and ambitious man, who
believed in doing not dreaming. There was, however, an imaginative spirit

in Robert A. Long that led him at times out of his farm life environment
into great future possibilities. He formed plans and looked forward to the

day when his lines of life would not hold him to the plow but when he would
become a forceful factor in great business undertakings. However, in his

boyhood and youth he was held down to the work of the fields and to the

acquirement of an education in the public schools, which he attended until

his seventeenth year, when necessity forced him to give his undivided atten-

tion to business, his services being needed on the old home farm. There he

continued to the age of twenty-two years, when his life broadened perceptibly
in its ]»(»>sibilities and outlook.

He came to Kansas City to visit his uncle, C. J. White, then cashier of

the Kan.sas City Savings Rank. Mr. White had a son, Robert, and Dr. J. B.
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Bell, president of the bank, had a son, Victor B. Bell. The three young men
were about of an age and in that summer they joined in a business enter-

prise which constituted the nucleus of the Long and Bell fortunes. R. A.

Long had saved a hundred or two dollars, the others had less but they had

credit at the Kansas City Savings Bank. Going to Columbus, Kansas, they
there established a lumber business, taking with them a carload of lumber.

Although Mr. Long had to some extent hitherto been regarded as somewhat

visionary, the practical side of his nature here developed with remarkable

rapidity. He had found a business that was congenial and one which offered

unlimited possibilities. The broad prairies of Kansas had no timber supply
and the young men realized that it would be a wise thing to establish lumber-

yards elsewhere in the newly developing state. After two years Mr. White

died but the firm of Long & Bell continued, constantly extending their busi-

ness until when Mr. Bell died two or three years ago their interests included

nearly out' hundred lumberyards through the we.--t and southwest, together
with enormous mill properties, nearly four hundred thousand acres of timber

land in Louisiana and Texas, railroad properties, a steamship line, coal mines,

general mercantile establishments and land agencies. The name of Long
is inseparably connected with the development of the lumber trade in the

^j;
west and southwest. One of the secrets of his success was the fact that he

thoroughly acquainted himself with the business in every detail during his

early connection therewith. He continually sought out new lines for the

development of the trade and he took into his business several axioms or

rules and has lived up to them consistently. These include honesty and

sincerity of purpose; a firm belief that a man should make himself felt in

his community and that he should acknowledge always that he owes much
to that community.

Each year saw an increase in the business of the firm—a new yard

opened, a new mill built, a new store established—until the volume of trade

annually reaches into the millions. One of the most recent undertakings
of the firm is the erection of what is known as the R. A. Long building at

Tenth street and Grand avenue. In its construction one of the air castles

of his earlier life has taken substantial form and it is a notable fact that

most of the plans and hopes and dreams of his earlier years have found ful-

fillment in his business life. The Long building was erected at a cost of more
than a million dollars and is one of the fine office buildings of the country.
It is absolutely complete and thoroughly equipped, being supplied with every
modern convenience. This building is characteristic of Mr. Long in two im-

portant particulars: permanency and organization. He w^anted a building
in which future improvements should be anticipated and he sent his agent
all over the country to study office buildings and everything that could be

used in one. Nothing but the best material went into it and none but the

best plans was utilized. In speaking of his success Mr. Long attributes much
of it to permanency, which he declares ''is the strength of any organization
and without it there can be no loyalty." He has desired and won the loyalty
of all employes, a fact which is indicated by the use of the words "we" and
"ours" that are always heard from the representatives of the company. More-
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over it has been a plan of Mr. Long's to have some one always ready to fill

another's place if needed. He wished his employes to feel a personal interest

in the business, to know that his success meant theirs, and to this end he

began to distribute stock among his trusted employes. Sometimes they had

enough money to pay for it; very often they bought it on long time and in

several notable instances the stock returned such profits that it paid for itself

and so really was a gift to the owners.

Among the stockholders who have thus become interested in the business

through this plan of Mr. Long's are: C. B. Sweet, vice president of the

Long-Bell Lumber Company, who has been with the company for twenty-

one years; F. J. Bannister, secretary and confidential man, fourteen years;

J. H. Foresman, retail department, sixteen years; M. B. Nelson, wholesale,

nine years; and numerous mill managers, whose terms of service range from

six to fifteen years. All own stock in the company, or its allied concerns.

The scope of his activity and of his interests is indicated somewhat by the

fact that he is president of the Long-Bell Lumber Company of Kansas City ;

the Rapids Lumber Company, Limited, of Woodworth, Louisiana; the Ryder-

King Lumber Company of Bonami, Louisiana; the Hudson Lumber Com-

pany of De Ridder, Louisiana; the Globe Lumber Company, Limited, of

Yellow Pine, Louisiana; the Minnetonka Lumber Company, the Fidelity;

Land & Improvement Company, the Fidelity Fuel Company and the Long-
Bell Railway System. He is also a large stockholder in the Weed Lumber

Company of Weed, California, and is interested in the coal trade in the v\'est.

Mr. Long is an excellent orator and debater and in his discussion of

any subject shows a thorough mastery of the point under consideration.

While preeminently a practical business man, he has never narrowed his

life down to commercialism. He is a thinker and a student of the signs of

the times and of the great questions bearing upon the economic, sociological

and political history of the country. He is frequently heard in public dis-

cussion of some important question, not only in Kansas City but in other

parts of the country. lie says : "Every big business man should write a paper

or make a speech at least twice a year, on some live subject, not necessarily

connected with his business, that would require investigation. Investigation

means more knowledge and knowledge is an a.-^set." This idea ha- been car-

ried out by Mr. Long's employes in Kansas City. Recently they organized a

Good Fellowship association, in which Mr. Long immediately applied for

membership and in which he takes great interest. The purpose is to promote

acquaintance and good felloAvship among the employes and at each weekly

meeting topics of interest outside the business are discussed. As few men
have done, he seems to realize the responsibility of riches, nor does he believe

that helping his fellowmen consists in moneyed gifts. He gives of himself,

his time, his talents and his learning. As he expressed it to a friend, "No

man will get much out of life who lives wholly for himself. The man who

shuts himself away from the world and thinks that he and his family circle

are all that matters will find he's in a mighty narrow circle."

His aid is freely given when sought in behalf of public movements and

his contributions to charity have been most generously but unostentatiously
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made. He was among the first to subscribe a large sum for the erection of

the Young Men's Christian Association building and also contributed liberally

toward the Independence Boulevard Christian church. In fact he has been

connected with every public enterprise for the city's advancement since he

came to Kansas City sixteen years ago. He is in vital sympathy wdth young
men and women and with the cause of their education. His life is a benefit

and stimulus to them and a lesson to all. He finds his recreation in horse-

back riding and is the owner of some of the finest horses in the country. In

an analyzation of the life work of Mr. Long with its splendid accomplish-
ments it will be noticed that one of his rules for self-government has been

that concerning punctuality. He never fails to keep an engagement and

keep it at the appointed time. A man of indefatigable enterprise and fertility

of resource, he has carved his name deeply on the record of the commercial

and industrial history of the west, which owes much of its advancement to

his eff"orts. The world needs more toilers, town builders and philanthropists

like Robert Alexander Long. He is a man among men in his eminent suc-

cess, his broad views and his upright life.

ALBERT G. SMITH.

Albert G. Smith, deceased, who figured in business circles in Kansas

City as a successful merchant, was a member of one of the pioneer families

here, identified with the interests of the locality from 1856. His life record

began in Buft'alo, New York, October 13, 1813, his parents being Emery and

Louise Smith, who were also natives of Buffalo, where the father engaged in

business as a merchant tailor until 1856. when he came to the we.st, settling

in Kansas City. Here he invested his money in real estate and practically

lived retired, but his residence here was of comparatively short duration,

being terminated by death. The mother afterward made her home with her

children until her demise, which occurred at the home of her son Charles in

Kansas City in 1896. Her son Sylve-ster T. Smith became one of the most

prominent railroad men in the west, being general superintendent of the

Union Pacific Railroad here for many years. A few years ago he retired

from active business life and is now a resident of Chicago.
In the schools of his native city Albert G. Smith acquired his education

and when thirteen years of age accompanied his parents on their westward

removal to Kansas City, where, in a short time, he began work in the office

of the Union Pacific Railroad Company with his brother. He was soon pro-
moted to general freight agent here and continued in that position for several

years, when the company transferred him to Minneapolis, Kansas, and there

made him general agent, in which capacity he was retained until 1888, when
he resigned and came again to Kansas City. Here he turned his attention

to the real-estate business, in which he continued for a few years, when he

entered the field of merchandising, establishing a grocery store at the corner

of Fifteenth and Jackson, where he owned two large store rooms, one being
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stocked with groceries, while in the other he conducted a coal and feed

business, continuing in both lines throughout his remaining days and meet-

ing with very desirable success.

While in Minneapolis, Kansas, Mr. Smith was married to Miss Kittie

Markley, a native of that place and a daughter of Israel and Mary Markley,

who were pioneers of Minneapolis, w^here they settled in 1856. There Mr.

Markley has since engaged in the stock business and he and his wife have

been well known and prominent residents there for more than a half century.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Smith was born a daughter. Alberta Markley Smith, who

makes her home with her mother. The husband and fathei died March

29, 1895, his death being deeply regretted by all who knew him, for he had

proved himself a valuable addition to commercial circles here and in all

his dealings showed the strictest fidelity to principles of justice and integrity.

In politics he was a stanch democrat but never an ofhce seeker. He be-

longed to the ]VIasonic fraternity, was an exemplary member of the order and

enjoyed the full confidence of his brethren of the craft. At the time of

his death, which came as a severe blow to wife and daughter—for he was ever

devoted to their welfare and happiness
—the family were residing on ^lyrtle

street. In 1902 Mrs. Smith purchased a nice residence at No. 3031 Park

avenue, where she and her daughter now reside, their home being a favorite

resort for their many friends.

THOMAS BLACKWELL TOMB.

Thomas Blackwell Tomb, living in Kansas City, with large cattle and

landed interests throughout the west, was born in Lycoming county, Pennsyl-

vania, October 25, 1840. His parents were Benjamin and Ann (Leonard)

Tomb, also natives of the Keystone state, and the latter was a member of an

old Quaker family. The father served in the war of 1812, and after the

cessation of hostilities was for twenty-five years a pilot on the Susquehanna
river. Subsequently he successfully conducted a lumber business on the same

river until 1842, w^hen he removed to Seneca county, Ohio, and became con-

nected with large financial enterprises. For thirty years he was president and

manager of leading financial institutions and his name figured prominently
in moneyed circles, while his opinion was received as conclvLsive upon any

disputed question relating thereto. He was one of the founders of the Arnold

& Tomb Bank at Tiffin, afterward conducted under the firm style of Tomb,
Huss & Company. In the early days of the Civil war this was reorganized as

the First National Bank of Tiffin, one of the earliest formed under the new

banking law. Mr. Tomb continued as its president until he retired from

active business life. He died in 1885, and his wife passed away the follow-

ing year. Of their seven children six are living.

Thomas Blackwell Tomb, the third child and eldest son, was educated

in the public schools of Tiffin. Ohio, and when eighteen years of age entered

upon a clerkship in his father's bank, becoming a silent partner at the age of
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twenty-one. When the bank was reorganized he became vice president and
assistant cashier. After seventeen years' connection with this institution his

attention was directed to a chance to create a new industry. Two practical

mechanics, owners of patents on new devices for wagons, were without means
to manufacture, and Mr. Tomb provided the capital to build two factories at

Tiffin, Ohio, for the manufacture of bent hounds, or the fifth wheel. Mr.

Tomb became manager of the sales department and extended the business

throughout the United States. After three years' prosperous connection there-

with he sold his interest to engage in the ranch cattle business with Benjamin
A. and George Sheidley, of Kansas City, acting as financial and business man-

ager of the concern. During a part of the time he made his home in Chicago.
He became a partner in 1881, and in 1883 the firm was incorporated as the

Sheidley Cattle Company of Kansas City, the stockholders being George and
William Sheidley, T. B. Tomb, R. C. Lake and D. H. Clark. The business

was capitalized for five hundred thousand dollars, each paying in one-fifth

in cash. Mr. Tomb was treasurer until he sold his stock in 1896. In the

meantime he had taken up his residence in Kansas City, and after withdraw-

ing from the Sheidley Cattle Company he incorporated a similar undertaking
under the name of Lake, Tomb & Company. Of this he has since been the

president. The firm owns large cattle ranchas in Lynn and Terry counties,

Texas, on the Moreau river in South Dakota, and Big Dry, Montana, and
their operations in the cattle industry are very extensive. In 1899 Mr. Tomb
became one of the incorporators of the Tomb-Winter Land Company of Kan-
sas City. This company has been interested in property aggregating more
than two million dollars. Mr. Tomb was also interested in the Goodrich

addition, which comprised eighty acres and which in 1876 was bought for

seven hundred and twenty thousand dollars, and sold in 1886 for over two

million dollars, netting the projectors a handsome profit. A wealthy cousin,

Jacob Tomb, who endowed the Tomb Institute at Port Deposit, Maryland,
with two millions of dollars and who hits been a liberal benefactor of the

government Indian school at Carlisle, often entrusted T. B. Tomb \Adth

large amounts for investment, and he is regarded as one of the most promi-
nent and able financial agents of this section of the country.

On the 24th of October 1872, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Tomb
and Maria G. Harbeson, of Cincinnati, Ohio, a descendant of a family of di&

tinction of colonial days and also of Revolutionary war farme. A paternal au'

cestor, Captain Copeland, was a member of the colonial congress. Her great-

great-grandfather, Captain Davis Bevin, commanded the man-of-war Holker
and served under Wa.shington at Brandywine in 1877. In recognition of his

courage he was presented with a sword, which is still in possession of the

family. Mrs. Tomb's parents were Charles E. and Ann Elizabeth Harbeson.
The father, a native of Pennsylvania, was a capitalist, interested in many im-

portant enterprises, including lead mines at Dubuque, Iowa, and a large com-
mercial house at Cincinnati, Ohio. In the latter city he passed away in 1866
and his wife, long surviving, died November 3, 1893. In the maternal line

Mrs. Tomb is descended from Captain James Kearney, of Virginia, and
Jacob Van Doren, of New Jersey, both connected with the American army in
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the Revolutionary war. The Van Doren family is closely connected to the

house of Orange of Holland. Richard and Maria (Van Doren) Gartrell,

parents of Mr.*. Harbeson, removed from A^irginia to Palmyra, Missouri,

about 1830. Mrs. Tomb was educated at Miss Eastman's Select School in

Philadelphia. While attending there she was a classmate of Ida Saxton, who
became the wife of President McKinley, and their friendship and the inter-

change of visits continued until the death of Mrs. McKinley.
Mr. Tomb is a Mason, holding membership in Tiffin (Ohio), Lodge,

No. 77, A. F. & A. M., and Seneca Chapter, R. A. M.. while in the con-

sistory of Kansas City he has attained the thirty-second degree. Both Mr.

and Mrs. Tomb are devoted and active members of Grace Episcopal church,
in which he has long served as a vestryman, while toward the erection of

the fine church edifice he w^as a most liberal contributor. He already has

manifested a most helpful spirit in his relations to his fellowmen. Re-

sponsive to the needs of those he deems worthy, he has materially assisted

many and his counsel and financial aid have contributed largely to the es-

tablishment of the success of many young men in Kansas City and in the

regions where his cattle interests lie. He has manifested a paternal interest

in his employes, thoroughly appreciating faithful service on their part and

rewarding it by promotion as opportunity offers. Like her husband, Mrs.

Tomb has been prominent in church and in charitable work and is well

known in various societies and social organizations. She has been a leader

in mission work and other departments of church activity, is a member of

the Society of Colonial Dames and Elizabeth Benton Chapter of the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution. In 1899 she was elected a delegate to the

national convention of the latter at "Washington, D. C. She is one of the

directors in the board of managers of the Kansas City Atheneum and chair-

man of its home department and a director in the AVoman's Auxiliary of

the Manufacturers Association of Kansas City, the largest and most im-

portant woman's club in the Missouri valley. In these and other organiza-

tions she is very active, while her kindliness and sympathy are many times

displayed when the opportunity offers to assist another. The poor and needy
find in her a friend and her contributions to charity have been most gen-

erous. Both Mr. and Mrs. Tomb hold high ideals concerning the responsibil-

ities of wealth and are daily putting into practice their views upon this

subject.

MATTHEW BUTLER.

America is justly proud of the fact that the great majority of her citizens

are "self-made men"—men who at the outset of business life had little capital

but possessed strength and determination, ambition and energy, whereby they
advanced from a humble place to one of success and local prominence. To
this class belongs Matthew I'utler. He wa.>; born across the water but while

still feeling a deep interest and love for his native land, he has a still stronger

attachment for his adopted country and the stars and stripes
—the symbol
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of American liberty and union. His birth occurred in Lancashire, England,

September 3, 1821.

His father, Richard Butler, aho a native of that place, followed the trade

of carpentering and building throughout his entire life. He married Miss

Jane Taylor and unto them were born thirteen children, of whom four died

in early life. In the year 1832 the father came with his family, consisting

of wife and nine children, to the new world, thinking to enjoy better business

opportunities, for the reports which he heard concerning America were most

favorable. He left England on a sailing vessel, the Six Sisters of Preston.

Before his emigration he had become a lumber dealer and this was a lumber-

ship bound for Quebec to bring back a load of lumber. They w^ere six

weeks in making the voyage -and after landing, the father proceeded up the

St. Lawrence river to Montreal. The family did not know" where they would

locate but decided that it would be some place in New York. They accord-

ingly took passage on a boat on Lake Champlain for Whitehall. The father

and the older children by this time had become dissatisfied with traveling on

the water and decided to walk the remainder of the distance, so the five

eldest children, four daughters and Matthew Butler, who was the youngest
of the five, started on foot when they were yet many miles from Whitehall.

The father got only as far as Mechanicsville, New York, when he was taken

ill with cholera and died, leaving a widow and family of small children.

After reaching Whitehall the five eldest children took a canal boat and pro-

ceeded to ]\Iechanicsville, New York, where they aw^aited the arrival of the

mother and smaller children. Mechanicsville was a manufacturing town

and the daughters there went to work in the cotton mills, while Matthew

Butler accepted any work that he could find to do to aid in the support of

the family. Eventually he secured a place on a farm at Ballston, Saratoga

county, New York, and there continued in farm labor and also attended

school as opportunity offered. He was th^n but eleven years of age. He
continued at farm labor for three years, after which he began learning the

coach-making trade in Troy and continued to follow that pursuit in New
York until after the war.

Mr. Butler was married in Troy, New York, in 1854, to Miss Mary A.

Van Vort, who was born on the Hudson river in the Empire state. At that

time big changes were going on in the railroad w^orld, many railroad system.-*

being promoted and lines built. The Great Western Railroad was begun in

Canada and there was much activity in all departments of the railroad ser-

vice. Mr. Butler was engaged in Albany in building railroad cars for the

New York Central when he was offered a position by the Great Western to go
to Hamilton, Ontario, to superintend the building of cars for that company.
He accepted the proffered position and remained in Canada for several years.

On leaving the railroad service he engaged in the foundry business at Brant-

ford, Canada, and in 1865 removed to Buffalo, New York, where he resided

until about 1878 or 1879. At that time he came to Kansas City and with

his sons-in-law engaged in the real-estate business for a short time. He has

led a very busy, useful and active life and while now numbered among the

men of affluence of Kansas City, his success is attributable entirely to his own
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labors. While in the foundry business in Canada he owned a number of

"stores throughout that section of the country, and in all his interests he has

displayed an aptitude for successful management, combined with that keen

discernment which is one of the indispensable elements in a successful busi-

ness career.

As the years passed three children were added to the family of Mr. and

Mrs. Butler: Nellie J., the eldest, is the wife of J. W. Crerman, of Kansas City,

and has two children, Roswell and Clifford; Ilattie C. is the wife of Lucius

George Shepard, living on Garfield street of Kansas' City, and they have three

sons, Howard B., Matthew C. and Ralph B.
; Richard, residing at No. 822

Euclid street, married Kitty George, of Buffalo, New York, and has three

children, W. Shelby, Roland and Hattie May.
Since the organization of the republican party Mr. Butler has been one

of its stalwart champions. While in Canada he was active in political circles

and there served in the city council as alderman. He is a member of the Old

Gentlemen's Riding Club and in the organization takes much interest. He
has been a very temperate man throughout his entire life in every way. He
has never used tobacco in any form and his life history proves the fact that

nature is kindly to those who do not abuse her laws. He has now passed the

eighty-sixth milestone on life's journey but seems a man of much younger

years. Energetic and diligent in business, he has attained a gratifying and

creditable measure of success. Thrown upon his own resources at the early

age of eleven years, owing to his father's death, the necessities of the situation

developed in him his latent powers and possibilities, and as the years passed

he grew in business .strength and resourcefulness, ever making the best of his

opportunities and thus passing many another on the highway of life who,

perhaps, started out amid more advantageous surroundings.

FAY R. MOULTON.

Fay R. Moulton is the junior member of the W. S. Moulton Company,
investment brokers at Kansas City. He was l)orii in Marion, Kansas, April

7, 1876, there spent the days of his boyhood and youth and in the acquire-

ment of his education passed through consecutive grades in the public schools

until in 1895 he finished his high school course. Throughout the follow-

ing year he attended Hedding College at Aljingdoii. Illinois, where he pur-

sued a preparatory course, and in 1896 ho entered the State University of

Kansas, from which he was graduated with the class of 1900, winning the

degree of Bachelor of Arts. The smnmcr following his graduation wils spent

in travel through Europe, and on his return for some months he represented

his father in certain business enterprises in Kansas. In February, 1901,

however, he went to the east and entered the law department of Yale Col-

lege, graduating therefrom with the class of 1903. He then returned home

and, successfully passing the required law examination, was admitted to
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the bar. Becoming associated with his father in the investment business, the

W. S. Moulton Company was formed, and since that time Mr. Moulton of

this review has largely assumed the burdens and responsibilities of an im-

portant and growing business, being now the active spirit in the business

entei-prises. He has made a close study of the money market and of the

opportunities for investment, and few men are better informed concerning

the financial condition in this part of the country than Mr. Moulton.

While attending the Kansas State University Mr. Moulton wi\s a leader

in all athletic sports, also while a student at Yale, and while there he be-

came a member of the New York City Athletic Club. He was captain of the

track team for one year at the Kansas State University, and was also man-

ager of the football team for one year. On the occasion of the second meet

for the Olympic games in Athens, Greece, in 1906, he was chosen as a mem-
ber of the American "games committee, and in the selection of athletes to

represent this country at the contest was chosen as one of a number to up-

hold American interests, on which occasion the honors w^ere carried off by
the representatives of the United States. Mr. Moulton winning second place

in the one hundred meters race here. He is a prominent and popular mem-
ber of the Greek letter fraternities, the Phi Gamma Delta and the Phi Delta

Phi. Interested in the political situation of the country, Mr. Moulton is a

republican, and in Kansas City is numbered among its best known and

most prominent young business men, whose future seems particularly bright,

owing to the ability, enterprise and firm purpose that he has already dis-

played in the conduct of important business interests.

WILLIAM TELL JOHNSON.

William Tell Johnson, a lawyer of Kansas City, w^as born August 4,

1848, at Osceola, Missouri, a son of Judge Waldo P. Johnson, an eminent

lawyer and statesman. His more specifically literary education was acquired
in the University of Notre Dame in Indiana, from which he was graduated
with the class of 1868. He read law under the direction of his father, and

successfully passing the required examination, w^as admitted to the bar at

Butler, Missouri, on the 29th of June, 1872. Having thus qualified for prac-

tice, he located at Osceola, where he remained until 1879, when he removed
to Kansas City. In the meantime, in 1874, he formed a partnership with

John H. Lucas, and in 1880 William H. Lucas was admitted to the firm

under the style of Johnson & Lucas. For several years Mr. Johnson was

connected with nearly all of the important cases tried in St. Clair county.
In Kansas City he has devoted his attention largely to corporation law,

in which connection he has been the legal representative of the .John I.

Blair estate, the Kansas City Cable Railway Company and many others.

Wlhile now specializing in his profession, he has broad and comprehensive

knowledge of the fundamental principles of law and would undoubtedly
attain success in any department of jurisprudence into which he might wish
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to direct his energies. He is quick in the solution of the problems of cor-

poration law, which are becoming more and more intricate with the com-

plexity of business interests, and is regarded as a wise counselor and safe

advocate. Outside the strict path of his profession Mr. Johnson is also well

known in business circles because of his close connection as an investor with

railroad interests, street railways and banks.

On the 15th of September, 1885, occurred the marriage of William Tell

Johnson and Miss Agnes M. Harris, a daughter of Dr. Edwin E. Harris, of

St. Clair county, Missouri, who became a surgeon in the Confederate army
during the Civil war and died in the service. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson have

two daughters and a son, Margaret, Robert and Mary. They are well known

socially, having an extensive circle of friends in this city. Mr. Johnson is

a communicant of the Roman Catholic church, and through his political

:allegiance endorses the principles and policy of the old-fashioned democ-

jacy.

PETER SODEN.

When the complete history of Kansas City and its upbuilding shall have

been written there will be no name that figures more honorably on its pages

than that of Peter Soden, who dates his residence in Kansas City from 1855

and who in 1852 came to this county. For more than half a century there-

fore he has been, associated with the progress of Missouri's western metropolis

and has contributed in substantial measure to its upbuilding through his

connection with railroad construction and with building operations here.

Mr. Soden was born in County Cavan, Ireland, June 24, 1830, and com-

ing to America when a young man of eighteen years, settled in New York

in 1848. It was the favorable reports which he had heard concerning the

opportunities of the new world that led him to cross the Atlantic, for his

financial resources were very limited and he felt that he had comparatively

small chance to win success or work his way upward in a country hampered

by ca.ste, class, precedent and custom. He knew that honest endeavor brings

its reward on this side of the Atlantic and that he has ever been faithful

is indicated in the fact that in his first position he remained for four years.

"but the west called him and he responded. It was a great, wild district but

it had chances that could not be secured in the older and more tliickly set-

tled east and Mr. Soden was willing to make the sacrifice of living on the

frontier away from the comforts of the cities if he could in the course of

years gain a place among the men of affluence. In 1852 he arrived in Jack-

son county, Missouri, and for a short time was a resident of Independence,
which town was then of more relative im))ortance tlian Kansas City, it being

the starting point for the emigrants and the freighters who made their way
across the plains to the west and southwest.

Later Mr. Soden went to Liberty, Mis.<()urj and was employed at the

arsenal of the T"^nited States government there for about three years. In
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1855 he became a resident of Kansas City and for more than a half century
he has been identified with its interests and has been closely associated with

its progress. Here he began business for himself as a contractor, and since

that time he has had much to do with the work of improvement in different

parts of the city. He was one of the pioneer contractors of Kansas City
and is certainly one of the oldest representatives of the business here, hav-

ing for fifty-three years been associated with its building interests. He
opened some of the first) streets laid out in Kansas City and which have

proven among the most important thoroughfares of this metropolis, includ-

ing Main, Delaware and Wyandotte streets. In 1860 he entered upon a

contract to construct that portion of the Missouri Pacific Railway extending

through Jackson county and was one of the pioneer railroad contractors

here. Since that time his operations have covered important portions of

the Cameron road, the Missouri River Railroad, the Missouri Pacific Railway
and its branches. For a long period he was closely associated with railroad

building and during the latter part of that time confined his energies almost

exclusively to furthering the interests of the Missouri Pacific Railway in its

building operations.

At the present writing Mr. Soden is devoting his time almost exclusively
to real-estate investments and as a speculative builder has been instrumental

in changing unsightly vacancies into attractive residence districts. Pre-

viously, however, during the period of his railway building, he riprapped
the Missouri river from the mouth of the Kaw to the old Lykins warehouse

at the foot of Third street in 1870. This was an important improvement,
which had marked influence on the growth and prosperity of the city. In

1861, when railroad building was suspended throughout this part of the

country owing to the progress of the Civil war, Mr. Soden engaged in freight-

ing between Kansas City and Colorado and so continued until the spring
of 1864, when he resumed the construction of the Missouri Pacific Railroad.

He is prominently known as a contractor and builder and his efforts in

this direction have been a forceful element in opening up the west and south-

west and in promoting the improvement and growth of Kansas City.

In 1863 Mr. Soden was elected and served as first lieutenant of Com-

pany H of the Seventy-seventh Regiment of INIissouri State Militia and from

Governor Gamble received his commission, w^hich he yet retains as a souve-

nir of that time. This regiment held itself in readiness for active duty to

protect home interests during the war, and when the war closed Mr. Soden

resumed his building operations, which have been quite exten.sive and al-

most uniformly successful. His investments have been made as the result

of mature consideration and have had sound business principles for their

basis. Many notew^orthy improvements have been carried forw'ard under
his supervision or as the result of his energy and sagacity. From time to

time he has embraced opportunity for becoming owner of valuable property
and now has realty at the northwest corner of Walnut street and Missouri

avenue, is also owner of the Commercial Hotel block at Walnut and Eleventh

streets, of the Barnaby building on Main street between Eleventh and

Twelfth streets, of Nos. 912 and 914 Main street at the Junction, together



218 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

Avith other valuable property. His present home was built in the summer
of 1907.

In 1865 Mr. Soden was married to Miss Delia Lackett, of Kansas City,

and has a son and daughter living. His eldest son, James, while pursuing
his education in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, w'as taken ill and died. His

other son, John W., now largely superintending his father's business inter-

ests, was married to Miss Walsh and has one child, Kathleen Irene. Eliza-

beth is the wife of John Hackel of Kansas City and they have one child,

Verneta Rose.

Mr. Soden wa^ for a half century a member of the Cathedral but on

his removal to his present home transferred his membership to the Church

of Our Lady of Perpetual Help. He is an independent voter but a citizen

whose cooperation has long been counted upon as a factor in movements of

public moment. He is numbered among Kansas City's pioneers. Yew busi-

ness men have longer remained within its borders and perhaps none have been

so clos'ely associated with the gradual development and progress of the county
as Mr. Soden. His life record may well serve as a source of encouragement
to others, showing what can be accomplished by determined, persistent effort,

by a ready utilization of opportunity and by that sound judgment which

develops through the use of one's inherent powers in adapting the Lessons

which life daily brings.

HARRY P. CHILD.

Harry P. Child belongs to the group of distinctive representative busi-

ness men who have been the pioneers in inaugurating and building up the

chief industries of this section of the country. He is now connected with

various extensive and important business interests of the west, chief of these

being the Kansas City Stock Yards. He first came to the city in 1859—a

youth of eleven years
—to return ten years later as a young man entering

upon his life's work. From that time his advancement has been rapid and

those who know aught of the extensive business annually conducted at the

stock yards recognize in him a large factor in its development.
A native of Cincinnati, Ohio, he was born October 2, 1848, a son of Dr.

Abel L. and Rebecca (Coates) Child. In the paternal line he is descended

from Puritan ancestry, his father being a native of Vermont, who removed

to Ohio in 1843. His mother, who was born in Pennsylvania, was of Quaker

parentage. She died in his infancy and he was adopted by her sister, Mrs.

J. L. Mitchencr, who for the remainder of her life was all to him that a

mother could be. The removal of the Mitchencr family to Monmouth, Illinois,

occiu'rod when Mr. Child was six years of age and he there resided from 1(S54

until 1859, when the family came to Kansas City. Two years later he became

a resident of Chicago, where he lived until 1869, his time being divided be-

tween the acquirement of an education in the public schools and a knowledge
of the printer's trade. He served as compositor on the Chicago Evening Jour-
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nal but fate held in store for him other things and on the day that the

Chicago Stock Yards were opened he became one of its employes, filling va-

rious positions from that year, 1865, until 1869. He then returned to Kansas

City and for two years was engaged with his uncle in the cattle shipping busi-

ness. When the Kansas City Stock Yards were opened in 1871 he became
connected with the company which was at the head of the enterprise, and

was appointed yard master. His previous experience in the Chicago yards,
his close application, his capability and hie laudable ambition, secured him

promotion from time to time, and as assistant superintendent, superintendent
and assistant general manager he has since been connected with the yards,

filling the last named position for several years. In the discharge of his duties

he has displayed keen foresight, excellent executive ability and unfaltering

energy, which have gained him rank with the leading business men of Kansas

City. He is also a director and the vice president of the Safety Savings &
Loan Association here.

On the 11th of May, 1881, Mr. Child was married to Miss Lillian M.

Peirce, of Kansas City, who w^as born in Ohio in 1852. Her parents were

Mr. and Mrs. Edgar T. Peirce, who also were of Quaker descent. Mr. Child's

beautiful and tasteful home in Kansas City is supplied with all the appoint-
ments and adornments that indicate refinement and culture. One of the finest

libraries of the city attests the literary taste of the owner, and the fine arts

add their delights to the pleasures that are found at his fireside. His religious

faith is indicated by his membership in the Christian Science church.

PETER D. RIDENOUR.

Peter D. Ridenour is a member of the most extensive wholesale grocery

house west of the Mississippi river, and his present prominent position in

comniercial circles has been attained through unremitting labor, close appli-

cation and the execution of well defined plans. His start in the business

world was a most humble one but his recognition and utilization of oppor-

tunity has brought him to the eminent place that he now occupies.

He was born May 5, 1831, in Union county, Indiana, and in his veins

flows tlie blood of Dutch, Scotch and German ancestry. The line is traced

back to Nicholas Ridenour, who in 1739 came from Rotterdam, Holland,

to America with his family, landing at Philadelphia. He settled in what

is now Washington county, Maryland, near Hagerstown, where he resided

until his death. His eldest son, Nicholas Ridenour, also reared his family

in that neighborhood and one of his sons, Jacob Ridenour. the father of

Peter Ridenour, was born in 1770. Having arrived at years of maturity he

wedded Margaret Dorcas and their eldest son, Samuel, was born in 1793. In

1802 Peter Ridenour with his family removed to Hamilton county, Ohio,

and two years later to Preble county, that state, establishing his home about

four miles from Oxford, where he carried on general agricultural pursuits.

He had a family of nine sons and nine daughters, of whom Samuel, the
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eldest soil, was married in 1819 to Mi&s Barbara Miller, a daughter of Tobias

and Sarah (Henderson) Miller. On leaving Ohio they removed to Union

county, Indiana, settling near the state line about a half mile south of the

present village of College Corner. In the midst of dense beech woods and

from the native timber thev built a comfortable home, where their remain-

ing days Avere passed, the death of Samuel Ridenour occurring in 1850,

while his wife survived until 1883. They were buried in the cemetery at

the old homestead, being laid to rest in the midst of a community in which

they had long been respected citizens. They had sixteen children, eleven

daughtei-s and five sons, of whom twelve reached years of maturity.

Of this number Peter I). Ridenour was the fifth son and seventh child.

His youth was a period of earnest and unremitting toil. He assisted his

father in clearing the land from the timber, splitting rails, chopping wood

and grubbing up the stumps. He had the opportunity of attending school

for two or three months each winter, the little temple of learning being a

log structure with puncheon floor. The methods of instruction were almost

as primitive as the building but there Mr. Ridenour mastered the rudiments

of an education and laid the foundation for the success which has come

to him in later years. In the winter of 1849-50, attracted by the discovery

of gold in California, he started for the Pacific coast by way of the Isthmus

of Panama, hoping to achieve a fortune in the mines. After a year de-

\otedoto the search for gold he returned by way of Central America to New

Orleans, thence up the Mississippi river to Cincinnati, by stage to his old

home. The father had died during his absence and the elder brothers had

started out in life for themselves'. For a few months Mr. Ridenour assisted

his mother in the management and care of the home farm and in Janu-

ary, 1852, went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he entered upon his mercantile

career as junior member of the grocery firm of Moore & Ridenour. The

following year, however, he sold out and came to the middle west, looking

for a place to make a home. At that time there were no railroads west

of the Mississippi river but the tide of emigration was steadily flowing

westward. After Mr. Ridenour had spent one winter (1855-56) in northern

Iowa he concluded he was too far north and drove to Leavenworth. Kansas,

and to Kansas City in December. 1856. In the spring of 1857 he went to

Kansas, then in a very unsettled condition and spent the year traveling

through the state, making his headquarters, however, at Lawrence. He was

pleased with the country and decided to remain.

Mr. Ridenour made preparations for having a home of his own in the

west but returned to Ohio, where he was married at Xenia. to ^liss Sarah

L. Beatty. In March he took his bride to Lawrence, where he resided until

the spring of 1880, remaining for a long period one of the leading and

influential business men of that place. In the spring of 1858, at Lawrence,

he became acquainted with Harlow W. Baker, of Maine, and they entered

into a partnership for the conduct of a grocery store under the firm name

of Ridenour & Baker, which constituted the nucleus of the present extensive

wholesale business. A few years later three of Mr. Baker's brothers came

from Maine, while Samurl Ridenour. a brother of Peter Ridenour. came
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from Ohio. Three branch houses were then established, these being con-

ducted by Samuel Ridenour and the three Baker brothers, while the parent

house at Lawrence, Kansas, continued under the management of the original

partners until 1878, when all the Kansas houses were closed and the busi-

ness consolidated into the present establishment at Kansas City. Death has

caused various changes in the partnership, E. W. Baker having died in 1876,

Alden A. Baker in 1903, and Harlow W. Baker, one of the founders of the

business, on the 2oth of March, 1904. He and Mr. Ridenour had been

associated in business together for forty-six years, their relations remaining

mutually profitable throughout this period. Their store was entirely de-

stroyed by fire when Quantrell sacked and burned the city of Lawrence, and

they had to .^tart over without a dollar but they had good credit and an

untarnished business reputation and were not long in recuperating from their

losses. Their relations were always agreeable, their business successful and

they remained like brothers to each other until the ties between them were

severed by death.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Ridenour were born six children, of whom two died

in childhood, while four reached adult age. Those .still living are: Kate,

now the wife of John C. Lester; Edward M.
;
Alice B., the wife of E. A. Ray-

mond: and Ethel B., at home. There are also eleven grandchildren. John

C. Lester, Edward M. Ridenour and E. A. Raymond are all connected with

the business established by our subject.

Mr. Ridenour cares little for politics but is interested in public move-

ments and in the prosperity of Kansas City, where he has now made his

home for almost thirt\' years, which covers the period of the city's greatest

growth and development. He belongs to the little group of distinctively

representative business men who have been the pioneers in inaugurating and

building up the chief industries of this section of the country. He early

had the sagacity and prescience to discern the eminence which the future

had in store for this great and growing western country, and acting in ac-

cordance with the dictates of his faith and judgment, he has garnered in the

fullness of time the generous harvest which is the just recompense of in-

domitable industry, spotless integrity and marvelous enterprise.

EDWARD F. NELSON.

Edward F. Nelson, during the latter years of his life, was well known as

a capitalist of Kansas City. He arrived here in 1870 in company with his

father, George H. Nelson. They w^ere large landowners of Kentucky and

made the trip to western Missouri to see the country. They were so well

pleased with Kansas City and its prospects that they afterward spent much
of their time here, but returned on frequent trips to Kentucky to supervise

their invested interests in that state.

Edward F. Nelson was married in Kentucky, in 1875, to Miss Lilly

Nelson, who was born in Virginia and was a daughter of Dr. Henry Nelson,
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who for a long period engaged in the practice of medicine and surgery. In

1865, however, he removed to Kansas City and here retired fi'om profes-

sional labors and invested hi.- capital in property. He w'as thus identified

with real-estate dealings as a speculator and became the owner of consider-

able valuable realty. Eventually, however, he removed to St. Louis, where

his remaining days were passed. His wife bore the maiden name of Cath-

erine Ingraham and their family included a daughter, Lilly, who in 1875

became Mrs. Edward F. Nelson. By this marriage there has been born one

daughter, Mary Dunlap, who lives with her mother and was educated here.

Edward F. Nelson died at his old home in Lexington, Kentucky, in

1891. In his political views he was always a stalwart democrat, but while

unswerving in support of the principles of the party, political honor and

preferment had no attraction for him. His religious faith was that of the

Episcopal church. During his residence in Kansas City he made many
friends here and became widely known. He was a man of broad general

learning and culture, and association with him meant expansion and im-

provement. Relieved of the necessity of strenuous toil, he had time and

opportunity to cultivate those graces of mind and character w^hich made

him an interesting and entertaining gentleman and Kansas City numbered

him as a valued acquisition to her ranks.

JOHN W. MERRILL.

John W. Merrill, deceased, is numbered among those who helped to

make Kansas City the beautiful and attractive metropolitan center which we

find today. He was born in Trumbull. Ohio, in 1827 and in early life learned

and followed the printer's trade in Warren, Ohio. With a nature that could

never be content with mediocrity, he gradually advanced in efficiency and

made steady progress in his business career until in 1845 he became manag-

ing editor of the Mahoning Index at Canfield, Ohio. In 1847 he removed

to what was then Westport but is now Keno.sha. Wisconsin, Avhere he en-

gaged in the transportation business on the Great Lakes. He became a

resident of Kansas City in 1868 and made his entrance into commercial

circles here as proprietor of a Inmberyard at the corner of Twelfth and Wal-

nut streets, which was then the very outskirts of the city. As the city

rapidly grew- and expanded he changed his location to the intersection of

Eleventh and Main street^, while later he was located at Eleventh and Bal-

timore streets, where the Hotel Baltimore now stands. This business was

finally removed to Southwe.-t boulevard and Summit street, where it is still

conducted by his son, being a part of the estate.

In 1853 Mr. Morrill Avas united in marriage to Miss Mary Foster. They
became the parents of four sons: John F., J. Will, Charles B. and Henry
C. The dentil of {hv husband and father occurred February 28, 1904, at

his winter home at Tropic. Florida, on the Indian river. The residence

of the familv in Kansas Citv has for years been at No. 2612 Independence
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avenue. Mr. Merrill was a man of forceful bu^iiness ability, having the

power to coordinate forces and to assimilate interests, shaping and control-

ling them and bringing them into a unity productive of the highest results.

He met with lai'ge success as a lumber merchant and also through his in-

vestments, which were judiciously made. Although he disclaimed any par-

ticular prominence, his fellow townsmen recognized his worth and appreci-
ated his ability and his spirit of general helpfulness in connection with the

upbuilding and progress of the city. He assisted materially in making Kan-
sas City what it is today. He strongly advocated the plan of parks and

boulevards and favored other movements which have been productive of

excellent results here. Although quiet and unassuming in manner, he

w^as a most companionable gentleman, broad-minded and liberal in his views,

recognizing good in all and manifesting at all times a spirit of helpfulness

toward his fellowmen and the citv of his abode.

JAMES BUCHANAN BELL, M.D.

Dr. James Buchanan Bell, who in early life prepared for the practice

of medicine and continued therein to some extent because of his humani-

tarian principles, was later also associated with banking interests and be-

came one of the leading business men and capitalists of Kansas City, where

he took up his abode in 1873. A native of Lexington, Rockbridge county,

Virginia, he was born August 24, 1820, his parents being Victor and Ann

(Hendron) Bell, who w^ere natives of Ireland, whence they came to America
in 1828, settling in Monroe county, Missouri, where the father died the fol-

lowing year. The mother afterward made her home in Chillicothe, Mis-

souri, until her demise in 1863.

Dr. Bell was carefully reared by his mother and began his education

in the common schools of Linn county, Missouri. He was also employed at

farm labor, thus aiding in the support of the family, and at the same time

continued his studies as opportunity offered. While he was still a boy his

mother removed with the family to Linn county, Missouri, where he con-

tinued his education as a public-school student, and subsequently he began

teaching in the schools there, being thus employed for a short time. He
was likewise engaged in trading in Linn county until 1846, but in the mean-

time he determined to devote his time and energies to professional service,

and in 1842 commenced the study of medicine under the direction of Dr.

Relph, one of the first physicians of Linneus, Linn county, Missouri. Dur-

ing the winter of 1845-46 he went to St. Louis, w^here he attended medical

lectures, and later pursued a second course in the winter of 1849-50. He
located for practice in Mercer county, Missouri, and when he opened his

office there had not a dollar, but he had been a thorough and discriminating

student, and he possessed moreover strong purpose and laudable ambition,

which constitute an excellent foundation upon which to rear the superstruc-

ture of success. From the beginning his practice increased steadily and
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rapidly, and during the twelve year.-; of his residence there he aceumulated

twenty-five thousand dollars.

Dr. Bell continued to practice in Mercer county until 1860, when he

removed to Chillicothe, and there established a general mercantile store in

partnership with James Leeper under the firm name of Bell & Leeper. He
continued his professional work to some extent, but the demands of his

commercial interests forced him to retire in part from medical practice. In

1864 he purchased Mr. Leeper's interest in the business and conducted the

store alone until 1866, when he admitted P. Moore to a partnership and

thus carried on general merchandising in Chillicothe until 1867. He then

sought a new field of labor, organizing the Chillicothe Savings Association,

which became a substantial and largely patronized bank. He was chosen

president, with Greenup Bird as cashier, and continued in the banking busi-

ness at Chillicothe until 1873, when he disposed of his interests there and

came to Kansas City. His former success led him into larger undertakings,

bringing into action his administrative ability and powers of organization.

On coming to Kansas City, Dr. Bell at once purchased a controlling

interest in the Kansas City Savings Association, which is now the National

Bank of Commerce, and throughout his remaining days wa^ a prominent

representative of banking interests here. Although he practically lived re-

tired during the last twenty years of his life, he was yet finacially inter-

ested in the banks and derived therefrom a gratifying annual income. He
never retired altogether from the practice of medicine, but from humani-

tarian principles continued to labor for the alleviation of human suffering

to a greater or less extent.

About the time that Dr. Bell entered upon the practice of medicine he

was married, in Mercer county, Missouri, in 1850, to Miss Harriet Ballew,

a native of Tazewell county, Virginia, and a daughter of AVilliam and

Sarah (Oney) Ballew, both of whom were natives of Virginia, whence they
removed to Mercer county, Mis.souri, at an early day, continuing there to

reside until they were called to their final rest, the father devoting his time

and energies to farming. Dr. and Mrs. Bell became the parents of four

children. Pocahontas is the widow of Joseph A. Cooper, who was engaged
in the wholesale shoe business in Kansas City, and afterward became the first

president of the Citizens National Bank here, continuing iu the banking
business throughout the remainder of his life, his death here occurring in

1883. Mrs. Cooper resides here with her mother and sister and has a fine home
in Colorado Springs, Colorado, where she spends the summer months. Her

only child, Virgil Cooper, is married and resides at Colorado Springs, where

he is engaged in the storage warehouse business. Rebecca B. Bell, the sec-

ond daughter, is the widow of George Hall Lapsley, who was a native of

Alabama, and spent a few years in Philadelphia, after which he came to

Kansas City, where he entered into partnership with his brother-in-law. Mr.

Cooper, in the wholesale shoe business. They remained together until Mr.

Cooper entered the field of banking, after which Mr. Lapsley continued in

the shoe business alone throughout his remaining days, his death occur-

ring in 1895. Mrs. Lap.«;ley now resides willi lici- mother, and sb" has one
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son, James Bell Lapsley, who is engaged in the lumber business in Coffey-

ville, Kansas. A^ictor B. Bell, who married Nancy J. Lockridge, was the

president of the Long-Bell Lumber Company of Kansas City, the largest

lumber firm here, and remained at the head of the biLsiness until his death,

which occurred in June, 1905. His widow still resides here, making her

home at the corner of Thirty-seventh and McGee streets. Mary Scott, the

youngest of the family, died in childhood in 1871. The son and the two

sons-in-law of Mrs. Bell were very prominent and prosperous business men,

occupying a leading position in commercial and financial circles of the city.

The two daughters reside with their mother and are well known socially.

Mrs. Lapsley, greatly interested in relics, has in her possession a bullet and

also a spear from a flag which was used in the battle when Grant captured

Eichmond. She likewise possesses other interesting relics. Mrs. Bell is now

seventy-seven years of age, but is a remarkably well preserved woman, who

presides graciously .over her extensive and beautiful home at No. 2543 Troost

avenue, where she is living with her daughters.
The death of Dr. Bell occurred July 13, 1904, his remains being in-

terred in Elmwood cemetery. He had been ill for about ten months. In

politics he was a republican, stalwart in support of the party, and while

residing in Chillicothe served as mayor of that city for two years. He like-

wise acted as county treasurer of Livingston county for two terms, and for

several years was treasurer of the Chillicothe & Brunswick Railroad Com-

pany. During the last forty years of his life he affiliated with the Masonic

fraternity, and was one of its most exemplary representatives. His interest

centered in his family, and he always spent his evenings at home. He greatly

enjoyed reading and study, and carried his investigations far and wide into

the realms of knowledge. His business enterprise and ability and his judi-

cious investments brought him the success that numbered him among the

bankers and capitalists of Kansas City, while many of the acquaintances of

his earlier days remember him for valued professional sendee. His life was

honorable, his actions manly and sincere, and his worth as an indivdual and
citizen was widely acknow'ledged.

COLONEL WILLIAAI CHARLES GLASS.

Colonel William Charles Glass, now deceased, w^as numbered among
the veterans of the Civil war and from the ranks rose to the position of com-

mander of his regiment, thus gaining the title by which he was uniformly
known. A native of Ireland, he was born in County Donegal in 1837 and
was a son of AVilliam and Esther (Cassady) Glass, the former a farmer by
occupation. One daughter of the family, Mrs. Elizabeth Doherty, still re-

sides on the old homestead.

Colonel Glass was a poor boy. He had but limited opportunities, his

educational advantages being confined to a short attendance at a public
school. His elder brother. James Glass, came to the United States about
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1849, .-ettling at Sedalia, Missouri, where he at first conducted a grocery

store, while later he engaged in the wholesale liquor business. Seeing the

opportunities for advancement in business life in the new world, he sent

for his brother William to join him in the United States and about 1851,

when fourteen years of age, Colonel Glass arrived in America. He crossed

the Atlantic to New York. His brother, James Glass, was for a time fire-

man in Chicago, belonging to the Fire Zouaves. Eventually Colonel Glas^

drifted to Bushnell, Illinois, and the money which he had managed to save

from his earnings in the intervening years enabled him to embark in mer-

chandising, which business he conducted successfully for some time.

In the meantime, however, two important chapters had been added to

his life hi.^tory
—the first hi.s .service in the Civil war; the second hi- mar-

riage. In 1861 he offered his services to his adopted country as a defender

of the Union cause, enlisting as a private in the Seventeenth Illinois A^olun-

teer Infantry. The history of that regiment is the record of his military
career. He was always found at his post of duty, whether on the long

marches, the firing line or the picket line, and his fidelity and meritorious

conduct won him promotion through the various ranks until he became

colonel of his regiment. He served under General McClelland, participated

in many of the hotly contested battles of the war and was wounded at Vicks-

burg. He did not leave the front, however, but continued with his regiment
until the close of the war and his own valor and great fearlessness inspired

the men who served under him. With a most creditable military record he

returned to his home, wearing the insignia of the colonel's rank.

The following year Colonel Glass was married in Peoria, Illinois, to Miss

Ellen Carr, of that city, a daughter of .James Carr. who was from the south.

Unto them were born two children : William J., whose birth occurred iu

Kansas City in 1880
;
and Helen, at home.

Oil coming to Kansas City Colonel Glass established a wholesale liquor

house. His business prospered and he extended its scope from time to time,

enlarging his plant to meet the growing demands of the trade. As his suc-

cess increased he made judicious investment in property and acquired nuich

real-estate. For several years prior to his demise his entire time and atten-

tion were given to the suj^ervision of his real-estate interests, from which he

derived a gratifying annual income, M-hile his holdings enabled him to leave

his family in very comfortable financial circumstances.

Colonel Glass was particularly fond of travel, spent much time in the

soutli ;iii<l llic >(Milli\vc>l Mild ;il-() iii;i(lc tri|i.- to l^uro])e. visitina, {\\v iii;iii>'

points of modern, historic and scenic interest in the old world and gaining
that broad culture and knowledge which only travel can bring. A com-

municant of the Roman Catholic churcli. lie served as one of the official com-

mittee of St. Aloysiiis. Hi- |i<ilitic;il nllcgiaiicc w;i~ uivcii to tlic (h'liiocracy

but aside from any political connection he did active and effective work for

the interests of his adopted city. He was a member of the first park board

and assisted in planning the boulevard system, which is one of the most at-

tractive features of the city. JJo always gave his support to every movement
for municipal advancement and hi- labors were far-reaching and beneficial.
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111 the circle of his .-social acquaintances he was found to be a genial, courteous

and entertaining companion, while in the home he was devoted to the wel-

fare of his wife and children, finding his greatest happiness in administering

to their comfort and welfare.

JOHN F. BELLEMERE.

John F. Bellemere, deceased, was in Kansas City for but a brief period

but the family are w-ell known here and his wife w^as the builder of the

Bellemere block at the southwest corner of Twelfth and Cherry streets. She

w^as a resident of Kansas City from 1878 until her death in 1908 and her

daughter, Mrs. Clark, is still living here.

Mr. Bellemere was born in Hamilton near Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
March 23, 1823, and was descended from a noted French family. His father

Avas a native of France and was one of the Napoleon Ijodyguards until he

came to America. He engaged in the real-estate bu-siness in Hamilton, Penn-

.sylvania, and also in and near Philadelphia, handling much property in that

part of the state. His w^ife w^as born near Philadelphia and both spent their

last days in Hamilton, Pennsylvania.
John F. Bellemere acquired his education in the public schools of his

native town and entered business life as a draughtsman for the Philadelphia

& Reading Railroad Company there, continuing in that business until the

close of the war in 1865. He afterward learned the trade of a master

mechanic in Philadelphia, and subsequently accepted a position as master

mechanic at Reading, Pennsylvania, for the Eastern Pennsylvania Railroad

Company, which is now a part of the Philadelphia & Reading .system.

Throughout his remaining days he w^as thus connected with the business in-

terests of Reading, was faithful to every responsibility that devolved upon him

and had the entire confidence of the corporation which he represented.

While residing in Reading, Mr. Bellemere was married to Miss Sarah

A. Horft', a native of that place, born December 8, 1826. Her parents spent

their early lives in Gettysburg, where the father was a brick-mason and sub-

sequently he removed to Reading, where he continued in the same line of

business until his death, both he and his wife passing away there. Unto Mr.

and Mi's. Bellemere five children Avere born: Mary E., who is now the widow

of Henry J. Conrad and resides in San Francisco, California; William Francis,

a tobacco merchant of Reading, Pennsylvania; John Henry, who is engaged
in the photo supply business at Salt Lake City, Utah; George Lafayette, a

retired grocery merchat, living in Kansas City; and Ida V., the wife of J.

Stewart Clark, also a resident of Kansas City. Mr. Clark is a traveling sales-

man for the James S. Kirk Company of Chicago and unto him and his wife

have been born a son and daughter: Dr. Harold B. Clark and Mildred Adell

Clark. The son has recently graduated from Hahnemann Medical College

and will enter upon the active practice of his profession in Kansas City. The

daughter is at home with her parents.
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While Mr. Bellemere was busily engaged as a master mechanic in Read-

ing, his wife, who had relatives living in Kansas City, came here in 1878,

accompanied by her daughter and the same year began investing in property
here. She built the Bellemere block at the corner of Twelfth and Cherry
streets and it is still one of the substantial structures of the city. In 1880

Mr. Bellemere came to Kansas City but he and his wife intended to return

to Reading. However, he was taken ill here and died on the 29th of January,
1881. He was a prominent Mason and held the highest offices in the Knight

Templar commandery of Reading, while his wife was connected with the

Eastern Star lodge there. In his political views Mr. Bellemere was a deiun-

erat and while he did not seek nor desire ofhce, was always interested in

progressive cititenship. He held membership in. the Lutheran church and

was a man of many excellent traits of character, respected by all who knew
him for his business ability and enterprise and for his many sterling traits.

His daughter, Mrs. Clark, is a member of the English Lutheran church of

Kansas City.

Mrs. Bellemere maintained her residence at No. 521 East Twelfth street—

a part of the Bellemere block—until 1900, when she sold that property and

made her home with Mr. and Mrs. Clark at No. 17 Spring street. She was

identified with Kansas City's interests for thirty years and therefore saw much
of its growth and development. Here she gained many warm friends, being

widely known. She traveled far on life's journey, having passed the eighty-

first milestone at the time of her death and received the respect which ever

crowns a well spent life.

HON. DANIEL S. TWITCHELL.

Hon. Daniel S. Twitchell, known a.- *"one of the most public spiril'.Ml

citizens of Kansas City," and a.s an attorney w^hose prominence made him

the peer of the ablest members of the bar here, was connected with profes-

sional and public interests in the city and state through many years. He
became a pioneer of the metropolis of western Missouri, arriving hero in

1865. His birth occurred near Ann Ai'bor in Scio township, Washtenaw

county, Michigan, April 11, 1834, his parents being Jonas and Refine

(Weckes) Twitchell. The father was a native of Vermont and in 1832

removed to Washtenaw county, Michigan, where he located on a. farm in

what was called the Vermont settlement. There he engaged in general ag-

ricultural pursuits until his later life, wlien ho removed to Minnesota and

made his homo with his son. Dr. H. W. ''lAvitoholl. ITis death there occurred

in 18cS0, wlion he had reached the ago of eighty-two years. His wife, who
died in Michigan, was of Quaker faith. She was born in Philadol]>hia and

became noted as a poetess and historian of licr day. Hor autliorship includes

such works as Weeke.s' Poems, Lectui-o.~ to Young Men, the Life of William

Ponn and other notable literary iM'oduotions.

In the family were three sons and two daughters, of whom Daniel S.

Twitolioll was the youngo.-t. 1n hi- earlv bovhond lie attended a country
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school about a mile from his father's farm, pursuing his studies during the

winter seasons, while in the summer months he assisted in the labors of the

fields. Reared in a cultured home, he had the advantage of good books and
his evening hours were usually devoted to reading and study. On leaving
home to provide for his own support, he worked upon neighboring farms,

receiving a salary of twelve dollars per month. By the time he finished a

course in the country schools he had saved up sixty-five dollars and with this

money went to Oberlin, Ohio, where he used his little capital in paying the

expenses of a college course in Oberlin College. He had to supplement his

savings, however, by earnings at night work. Four years were passed as a

student in that institution, after which he returned to Washtenaw county,

Michigan, and began the study of law. He then entered the law office of

Hiram J. Beakes of Ann Arbor, w^ho directed his reading for a few years,

and in 1858 he successfully passed the examination which secured his ad-

mission to the bar. He then opened an office in Ann Arbor, Avhere he prac-

ticed for a year, at the end of which time, being desirous of gaining still

broader and more accurate knowledge of legal principles, he matriculated

in the law department of the University of Michigan in 1860, becoming a

member of the first law class of that now famous school. He was graduated
with high honors in 1831 and almost immediately afterward he enlisted

for service in the Civil war, raising a company for active duty at the front.

He was commissioned captain, but on account of the illnes.s of his wife was

compelled to resign. He ever remained, however, a faithful advocate of the

Union cause, doing what he could to advance its interests at home and

afterward doing duty in the department of the provost marshal. Prior to

becoming a student, or in 1859, he had been elected city recorder of Ann
Arbor and in 1860 was elected circuit court commissioner for AVashtenaw

county, while later he became prosecuting attorney. He filled all of those

offices in capable manner and at the same time attended to the duties of a

growing law practice. In 1865, however, having become dissatisfied with

that country, he decided to establish his home in the west and removed
to Kansas City, where he opened a law office.

In the meantime Mr. Twitchell had been married in Jackson, Michi-

gan, to Miss Delia Scott, who died in Kansas City in 1867. They were the

parents of two children, Ralph E. and Wirt Beecher. The elder son attended

the University of Kansas at Lawrence, afterward returned to Ann Arbor and
was graduated in the law department of the State University there. He is now
a very prominent attorney of Las Vegas, New Mexico, being considered the

best trial lawyer of that territory. He married MLss Olivia Collins of St.

Joseph, Missouri, who died in New Mexico, leaving one child, Waldo, eigh-

teen years of age. Wirt Beecher, now residing in Kelvin, Arizona, is a

mining expert and owner of various copper properties in that territory. He

frequently visits in Kansas City with his stepmother, the present Mrs.

Twitchell, who faithfully took the part of an own mother to her stepchil-

dren. On the 13th of April, 1869, in Kansas City, Mr. Twitchell was again

married, his second union being with Ml«s Mary Benjamin, a native of

Lexington, Kentucky, and a daughter of Mrs. Emeline Boullt, a native of
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the state of New York, who in 1859 came to Kansas City and died at the

home of her daughter, Mrs. Twitchcll, in 1900.

Mr. Twitch ell had been a resident of Kansas City for only a compara-

tively brief period before he had built uj) a large law practice which made

constant demands upon his time and attention throughout his remaining

days. He had in an eminent degree that rare ability of saying in a con-

vincing way the right thing at the right time. With a thorough and com-

prehensive knowledge of the fundamental principle,-- of law, he combined a

familiarity with statutory law and a sober, clear judgment. He soon took

high rank as a most able and successful lawyer. He was modest and retir-

ing, adhering to the old views of professional ethics, which discountenance

all manner of advertising and self-adulation. He was, however, strong in

argument, clear in his reasonings and logical in his deductions and his prac-

tice became of a most important character, connecting him with the leading

litigation heard in the courts.

In politics Mr. Twitchell was a stalwart republican, with firm faith

in the principles of the party as most conducive to good government. He

recognized it as a duty as well as privilege of the American citizen to uphold

his political principles at the polls and to labor for their adoption along

legitimate lines. He was therefore known as an active worker in republican

ranks and was frequently called to public office. In 1869 he was elected

citv attorney and counselor and in 1881, 1882 and 1883 was likewise elected

city counselor. In 1876 he was chosen a delegate to the republican national

convention at Cincinnati and was made assistant secretary of that body. In

the years 1872, 1876 and 1890 he was the nominee of his party for congress

in what was known as the fifth congressional district of Missouri and in 1874

he was its nominee for attorney general. He always polled a large vote l)ut

it is a well known fact that this is a democratic stronghold.

In his social relations Mr. Twitchell was connected witli the Ma.sons,

the Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias and the Elks, being identified with

the local lodges of these different organizations in Kansas City. He was

one of the founders of the Early Settlers Historical Society here, \rhich now

has a large membership and its establishment upon a safe basis and its sub-

sequent growth were due in no small degree to his labors. When death

came to him. March 31, 1901, nearly all of Kansas City pioneers now liv-

ing attended the funeral services, also nearlv evcrv member of the Kansas

City bar and of {\\v Knights of Pythias lodge with which he was affiliated.

He was regarded as a peer of the ablest attorneys of Missouri and the regard

in which he was held because of his strong personal characteristic- was no

less pronounced than was his professional prominence. Following his de-

mise the Kansas City Bar Association held a meeting in honor of his mem-

ory, at which speeches were made by J. A'. (\ Karnes, W. C. Scarritt and C.

W. Clarke, while C. S. Palmer, president of the association, presided. In

his opening remarks. President Palmer said: "The late Colonel Twitchell

was one of the innsl public spirited men of our couiinuiiity. He was always

ready to do something for the welfare of the city.'' The committee named to

draw up resolutions clo.'^ed its report with the following: "He i- dead, but
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his memory will be long cherished by those who have struggled with him
in laying the foundations of this young and growing city. Our great pro-

fession is elevated and dignified by men of his high character. We com-

mend his spirit to the God who gave it, with the comforting reflection that

he lived not in vain."

Mrs. Twitchell is a member of the Grace Episcopal church, in the work
of which she takes much interest and Mr. Twitchell was a frequent attend-

ant at the church services. She owns a nice home at 3104 Perry avenue,

where she resided with her husband for several years prior to his demise.

She is prominent socially here and possesses more than ordinary ability as a

writer and along literary lines. Among the most genial of men, of strong

intellectuality, of firm purpose and of high ideals, Mr. Twitchell was hon-

ored wherever known and most of all where best known.

JUDGE JOHN C. TARSNEY.

Judge John C. Tarsney, lawyer, lawmaker and jurist, was born in

Medina, Michigan, November 7, 1845. His parents, Timothy and Mary
(Murray) Tarsney, were natives of Ireland and in early manhood and

womanhood came to the United States, becoming residents of Rochester, New

York, where they were married. Subsequently they removed to Toledo,

Ohio, and afterward to Medina, Michigan. The father devoted almost his

entire life to general agricultural pursuits and died in Sacramento, California,

where he had gone for the benefit of his health in 1859. His wife passed

away in 1883.

Judge Tarsney was reared in Hillsdale, Michigan, to which place his

parents removed when he was only about fifteen months old. The public

schools of that city afforded him his educational privileges and in 1882,

when a youth of seventeen years, he espoused the Union cause and joined the

boys in blue of Company E, Fourth Michigan Infantry. It was on the 28th

of August that he joined the army and, remaining with his command until

the close of the war, being mustered out on the 5th of June, 1865, his service

at the front covering nearly three years. But a boy when he entered the

army, the experiences through which he passed were such as awakened the

elements of manhood and he came from the south with a knowledge of the

world and its experiences far beyond that of young men of similar years

whose early manhood is passed within the shelter of home. He had partici-

pated in many sangTiinary engagements, including the battles of ^Vntietam,

Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville. At Gettysburg, on the 2d of July,

1863, he was wounded and taken prisoner and was sent to Belle Isle, while

later he was incarcerated at Andersonville and Millen and afterward at

Savannah. He was released as a prisoner of war November 21, 1864, after

seventeen months spent in southern prison pens. When again at liberty he

rejoined his regiment and participated in the campaign of 1865, beginning
with Hatchers Run. He was present at the battle of Five Forks and at tbe



'2S'6 HlSTOKi' OF KA^^SAS CITY

evacuation uf Petersburg and also witnessed the surrender of General Lee at

Appomattox.

Following his discharge Judge Tarsney returned to Michigan and con-

tinued his education as a high school student at Hudson, where he was

graduated with the class of 18(57. Determining upon a professional career,

he entered the law department of the University of Michigan and was

graduated with the class of 1869. He then located for practice in Hudson,

Michigan, where he remained until 1872, when he came to Kansas City, re-

maining an active and i3rominent member of the bar here until 1888. In

1874 he wa8 chosen city attorney and filled the position for two years. From
J 875 until 1888 he was attorney for the street railway companies of Kansas

City and in the last mentioned year was elected to congress from his district

and was returned to the office in 1890, 1892 and 1894. Thus for four con-

secutive terms he represented his district in the council chambers of the

nation, where he was not without influence in molding congressional opin-

ions and actions. In 1896 he was appointed by Grover Cleveland associate

justice of the supreme court of Oklahoma territory and served upon the

bench until March, 1899. Returning in that year to Kansas City, he resumed

the practice of law, in which he has since been engaged and is recognized

as one of the learned and able lawyers of western Missouri, capably hand-

ling litigated interests before the courts and rendering valuable service as

counsel. He has also been identified with the coal industry of the city and

owns coal properties in Adair county, this state.

On the 10th of May, 1871, Judge Tarsney was married to Miss ^lary

Behan, of Adrian, oNlichigan, and unto them were born five children, but all

are now deceased. Judge and Mrs. Tarsney maintain their home at the

Coates House and Mi-s. Tarsney, very prominent in benevolent work, is the

executive head of the Perry Memorial Orphan Boys' Home, is actively con-

nected with the A.ssociated Charities of Kansas City and with various other

charitable and civic orders promoting the interests of the poor and advanc-

ing the intellectual and moral development of the community. Judge and

Mrs. Tarsney are commimicants of the Catholic church and his political

allegiance has been iniswervingly given to the democracy, which vccoLinizes

in him one of its distinguished leaders in Missouri.

A. J. IIIGLEY.

A. J. Higlcy, of Kansas City, in his rciil-cstate bu.siness is largely linnd-

ling wcsti'i-n land- and few real-estate men have better knowledge^ of prop-

erty values m the wot than docs he. Mr. Higley was born in Puthnid,

Ohio, October 1, 1851. His father, Julius B. Higley, was born November

9, 1822, on the same farm on which occurred the birth of his son.

His fatlier was Cyrus Higley and his grandfather Brewster Higley, the

first settler in that section of Ohio, to which locality he removed from Rut-

land, Vermont, and the town and township were named by him in memory
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of his former place of residence. When he took up his abode in Ohio the

nearest store was at Marietta and there he went for his merchandise and mail.

He had much to do with the early development and settlement of that sec-

tion of Meigs county, aiding in laying broad and deep the foundation upon
which has been built the later progress and prosperity of the locality. He
and his wife had made the journey from New England on horseback and

when they dismounted for the last time on reaching their destination Mrs.

Higley hitched the horse to a small mulberry sapling and camped on what

is now the site of the cemetery. The sapling in the course of years grew
to an immense tree, died and was cut down. There was later a marble slab

inserted into the stump of the tree, on which was inscribed an account of the

use to which she had put the tree as a hitching post in that early day. Both

Brew.-ter Higley and his son Cyrus were buried in that cemetery. Julius B.

Higley, h(»wever, left the old home in Ohio and caiiie west with his family
in 1866, purchasing a half section of land five miles southeast of Lee's Summit,
in Jackson county, Missouri. The farm is now owned by a man of the name
of Smart. It continued to be the residence of Julius Higley until 1882, when
he removed to Reno county, Kansas, where he made his home until his

death, passing away in Sterling, that state, on the 6th of July, 1905, when
in his eighty-third year. During his early manhood he was a warm and
close friend of Colonel Van Horn, who was then conducting a newspaper
at Pomeroy, Ohio, and this friendship continued throughout life.

Julius Higley was married to Miss Maria L. Puqua, daughter of John

Fuqua, a native of France who came to this country as a young man and
located in Greenup county, Kentucky, where he became the possessor of ex-

tensive landed interests and prior to the war was the owner of two hundred

slaves, who were employed in the cultivation and improvement of his plan-
tation.

A. J. Higley, whose name introduces this review, spent the first fifteen

years of his life in the state of his nativity and then accompanied his parents
on their removal to Missouri. He was educated in the public schools of

Ohio, and Missouri and also attended college at Beloit, Wisconsin. Leaving
the home farm in 1878 he went to Hutchinson, Kansas, where he took up
the study of law in the office of Houk & Brown, the junior partner of the

firm being for several years judge of the court of the ninth judicial district

and later a member of congress. After thorough preliminary reading Mr.

Higley was admitted to the bar and engaged in practice, conducting a real-

estate and loan business in connection with his law work. He wa^ identified

with those interests in Hutchinson for seventeen years and in 1895 came to

Kansas City, since which time he has given his attention to real-estate deal-

ing, buying and selling western lands, in which he is very successful. He
has negotiated many important realty transfers and is largely familiar with

the property that is upon the market and its possible diminution or apprecia-
tion in value, so that he has been enabled to make judicious purchases and

profitable sales.

Mr. Higley was married on the 6th of September, 1876, to Miss Emma
E. Howe, of Kewanee, Illinois, a daughter of Colonel J. H. Howe, who com-
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maiided a brigade during the Civil war and was later commir-sioned a

brigadier general. He was closely associated with General Grant during the

period of hostilities and when the hero of Appomattox was occupying the

White House, Colonel Howe was appointed by him to the position of chief

justice of Wyoming. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Higley has been blessed

with four children : Florence E., now the wife of George E. Kimball, of

Rochester, Ncav York; Clyde S., who is associated with his father in business;

John, who is connected with the Belt Line Lumber Company, of Kansas City;

and Helen L., w'ho is attending high school.

Mr. Higley has never taken an active part in political affairs, preferring

to concentrate his undivided attention upon his business interests, which,

capably conducted, have brought him signal success.

JAMES M. GREENWOOD, LL. D.

James Mickleborough Greenw^ood, author, educator and lecturer, was

born November 15, 1837, in Sangamon county, Illinois, his parents being

Edmund and Jeanette (Foster) Greenwood. The ancestral history is traced

back to William Greenwood, who in 1635 emigrated from England, his na-

tive country, to Virginia. The maternal grandfather, Peyton Foster, was

descended from a Huguenot family that migrated to South Carolina at an

early day. His wife was connected with the Daniel and Mickleborough fami-

lies of Virginia, and thus back of Mr. Greenwood of this review there is an

ancestry honorable and distinguished.

In 1824 the paternal grandfather settled upon a farm in Sangamon

county, Illinois, and not far distant was the boyhood home of James ]\I. Green-

wood, who at the age of eight years began attending school, while his leisure

hours from tlie time that he could read were devoted to such books as he

could procure in the neighborhood. In 1852 his father removed with the

family to Adair county, Missouri, settling near the present site of Brashear,

where he died in 1902. In his youth James M. Greenwood divided his time

between the duties of the farm, the acquirement of an education, and the

enjoyment which he derived from hunting. His educational privileges, how-

ever, were meager for the nearest school was seven miles from his home, so

that on rainy days and in the evenings he pursued his lessons at his own

fireside. Text-books were scarce but the death of a scholarly man of the

neighborhood resulted in the sale of a number of volumes which Mr. Green-

wood purchased witb ni()n(\v he had made selling a two year old steer. These

books included a Latin grammar, Virgil, first and second book in Spanish,

an algebra, a geometry, a book on surveying. Butler's analogy, and Olm-

stead's philosophy, and Mr. Greenwood set to work to master the contents.

Without a teacher he gained a comprehensive knowledge of mathematics,

philosophy and a fair knowledge of Spanish and Latin. He displayed nat-

ural aptitude in his studies and with great desire for education he eagerly

embraced every opportunity foi- adding to his learning, and throughout his
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entire life has been a close and discriminating student, being now widely

recognized as a man of broad and scholarly attainments. When he was six-

teen years of age, however, he had but six terms' schooling and between

that and the age of twenty he attended school but twenty-five days. In 1857

he entered the Methodist Seminary at Canton, Missouri, where he made a

record without parallel in its history. He w^ould have completed a four years'

course in ten months had he not been obliged to discontinue his studies on

account of impaired health. However, the course was practically completed,
as ho passed examinations in twenty different branches. He read law under

the direction of his tw^o uncles. Rev. George W. Foster and Colonel J. D.

Foster, from 1858 until 1861, and when the war broke out he gave his law

books to his brother and went into service. A part of his time during thig

period was also given to farm work.

On the 1st of November, 1859, Mr. Greenwood was married to Mis?

Amanda McDaniel, a teacher in Kirkville, whose ambitions and talents were

similar to his own. From 1862 until 1864 Mr. Greenwood served in the Mis-

souri State Militia.

His active connection with the teacher's profession began when he was

seventeen years of age, successfully teaching a school in Adair county, Mis-

souri. At a later date he was urged to apply for a vacant school at Lima,

Illinois, but it was against his principles to ask for the position. He was

then induced by the school directors to visit the town, and when one in-

quired concerning his politics he received the answ^er, "It is none of your
business. If you want politics taught in your school you must look for an-

other teacher, for I am too good a patriot to be a partisan and too good a

Christian to be a sectarian." He was engaged on condition of his obtaining
a certificate from the county superintendent. The commissioner wrote ques-
tions upon the blackboard, giving him three hours in which to answer. He
asked for an immediate oral examination, answered all the questions and
received a first grade certificate—the first one issued in the county. In 1864

Mr. Greenwood returned to Adair county, Missouri, where he taught a win-

ter school in 1864-65, which was interrupted by smallpox, and afterward

worked in offices of circuit clerk and county clerk. In the fall of 1865, he

taught at Lima, Illinois, and the following year he taught a winter term in

Knox county, Missouri. During all these years his spare time was devoted

to mathematical studies, history, philosophy and reading international law.

In 1867 he became the teacher of mathematics, natural philosophy and

logic in a private normal school opened by Dr. Joseph Baldwin at Kirkville,

Missouri, where he continued for seven years, becoming recognized through-
out the state as a superior mathematician. During this time his wife acted

as principal of the model training department. Early in 1861 Mr. Green-

wood, Mr. AV. P. Nason and Rev. D. M. Kniter organized the first teacher's

institute in northwestern Missouri, at Kirksville, and actvely participated in

its work. He and his wife without solicitation on their part were called to

Mount Pleasant College at Huntsville, Missouri, in 1870, Mr. Greenwood as

teacher of mathematics, logic, rhetoric and reading, and his wife as teacher

of botany, history and primary Avork. After six months they resigned that
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Mr. Greenwood might accept the chair of mathematics in Kirksville Nor-

mal, which had become a state school. He had been offered the presidency
of the institution, but declined, .stating that Dr. Baldwin had established the

school and it would be injustice to him. In .June, 1874, J. V. C. Karnes,
treasurer of the board of education of Kansas City, wrote to ]Mr. Greenwood,

asking him to apply for the po.-;ition of superintendent of the schools here.

He refused to make application, but said he would accept if elected, and
he w-as chosen for the position over sixteen applicants. Kansas City's popu-
lation then numbered twenty-eight thousand and the schools had just be-

come Avell established. However, there were still many obstacles and dis-

cordant elements, while limited means proved a stumbling block. Mr.

Greenwood succeeded in restoring harmony and created a public sentiment

favorable for the necessary financial support. He organized a teacher's insti-

tute, introduced improved methods of management, discipline and class reci-

tations, and, in fact, so improved the schools that in the second year there was

a gain of two hundred and fifty-five in daily average attendance, while at

the close of the school year of 1877-78, the Kansas City schools were recog-
nized as the best in the west. To his efforts Avas due the systematic organ-
ization of laboratory science and literary studies in the high school, which

Avas the first in the west to introduce these systems now in vogue in nearly all

institutions of similar grade. His entire disregard of local interests in hir-

ing teachers and the so-called claims of home teachers was also an element

in his success in his Avork in the schools, for he considered only the capability

of those Avho sought the positions and Avithout discrimination recommended
teacliers according to their Avorth. His own zeal and interest in the AA'ork

became the inspiration of others, and Kansas City schools made progress

unequaled up to tliat time in the history of education here.

Professor CrreenAvood is also Avell knoAvn as an author, his Avritings be-

ing largely confined to Avorks upon education and kindred topics. In ]8S4

he was appointed to revise Ray's Higher Arithmetic; in 1887 he Avrotc

Principles of Education Practically Applied; published by the Appletons; in

1888 prepared a hi-torical sketch of Missouri for Butler's Advanced Geog-

raphy; in 1890 wrote A Complete Manual on Teaching Arithmetic, Algebra
and Geometry and published by Maynard, ^Merrill & Company; and in asso-

ciation Avith Dr. Arteimis Martin wrote A History of American Arithmetics

and a Biograpliical Sketch of the Authors, AA^hich Avas issued a- a govern-
ment publication. F(»r years he has l)ccn a i-cviser of standard mathemati-

cal works. In 1005, Avith Mr. (i. !>. Longaii and Mr. .1. IT. Macklcy. lie pre-

pared an elementary and aNo a coiniiion school arithmetic, published in New
York. His annnal rcpoil- and nia.ss of cdncational literature, of Avhich he

is the author, have received commendation from highest authorities. He
bfi.= been a frequent contributor to leading magazines, reviews and educa-

tional journals. IIi> writings have covoitmI a wide scope and have shown

broad research, ad\anc((l tiiou^lit. and original ideas.

In 1895 Professoi- (ircenwood made a tour of Europe with a company
of distinguished nun. including Dr. William T. Harris. United States com-

missioner of education, tlic ])urpose of the trip being to observe the progress
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of education in .-^ome of the principal European countries. They visited

many of the leading schools, colleges and universities abroad and gained

many valuable ideas concerning educational methods in vogue in European
centers of learning. Through his efforts the official map of 1897, issued by
the commissioner of the land office and showing the original Louisiana Pur-

chase, was corrected.

As a lecturer, as well as educator and author. Professor Greenw^ood is

known throughout the country, and his addresses have been styled as elo-

quent, logical and original. He is indeed a fluent and forcible speaker, his

thoughts being presented at times with a terse and decisive logic, according
to the subject, while on other occasions he has shown himself master of the

art of rhetoric. Since 1870 he has delivered more than one thousand lectures

throughout the country, and at all times he has stimulated the thought of

his auditors, bringing to them new ideas which have resulted in a breadth of

vision concerning many important themes. In 1876 he was president of the

Missouri State Teachers' Association and was again its president in 1906,

an honor conferred on no other educator of the state. In 1887 he was elected

a life director of the National Educational Association, and from 1890 until

1895 was its treasurer and in 1898 its president and he is now a member of

its Board of Trustees. In the same year the University of Missouri conferred

upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws, having received the degree of Mas-

ter of Arts in 1873. It was largely through his efforts that Dr. William T.

Harris was chosen commissioner of education by President Harrison, to

whom Mr. Harris was politically opposed.

Deprived in youth of the advantages which many enjoy, Dr. (Treen-

wood made for himself the opportunities which he otherwise lacked and has

steadily progressed along lines of intellectual attainment. Early in his ca-

reer he made it his purpose and aim to master thoroughly every subject to

which he gave his attention, and as he has continued his study and research

this has given him a breadth of view and clear understanding manifest in

his forceful discussion of many subjects which have claimed public attention.

The peer and friend of many of the ablest educators and government men of

the country, his labors for educational advancement and his contributions to

technical and general literature and entitle him to be known as one of the

benefactors of the twentieth centurv.

VERDI I. BANTA.

Verdi I. Banta, manager of the Heim Brewery, has spent almost his

entire life in Kansas City, for his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Banta,

removed here when the son was but three months old, his birth having oc-

curred in Lafayette, Indiana, June 7. 1865. The father was a native of

Lockport, New York, born in 1835, and acquired his education in the coun-

try schools. He was reared as a farm boy, spending his youth in the home
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of his lalliLT, Peter Banta, a native of New York city, who, leaving the

metropolis, became identified with agricultural interests in the interior of

the state.

Daniel W. Banta left Lockport when a young man and made his way
to Michigan, where he worked at the painter's trade. He afterward removed

to St. Louis and eventually came to Kansas City, arriving here in 1858. It

was a frontier town at that time and all to the west stretched an unde-

veloped, unsettled region, for only a few white men had penetrated into

that section of the country, which was largely in possession of the red race.

Mr. Banta traded with the Indians for years. Another element in his life

record worthy of note is the fact that he was the organizer of the first band

of Kansas City, known as Banta's Band, its meetings being held in the base-

ment of the old Long building at the corner of Fifth and Main streets. He

played many brass and string instruments, including the violin and was a

jDroficient musician as well as a lover of the art. He led his band for thirty

years and when the Civil war broke out the Ijand enlisted as a body and

served for four years as part of an Illinois regiment. At its close Daniel

Baiita held the rank of major. While at the front he was wounded in the

head but recovered from his injuries and at the close of the war returned

to Kansas City, where he resumed trading with the Indians. He had a

large store at the corner of Sixteenth street and Grand avenue and for a

time was in j^artnei-ship with Milton McGee. He not only traded withjhe

Indians but did an extensive business in the shipment of buffalo robes, send-

ing thousands of these to the markets of the east.

He became an important factor in the upbuilding of this section of tlie

country and was connected with the construction of the first railroad—the

Northern Pacific—through Kansas City. After the completion of this line

across the Sunflower state he ceased trading with the Indians, selling his

business to a St. Louis firm, after which he devoted his attention tn his

band interests and to music until 1890. In that year he removed to AVest-

port, where he purchased the Green farm, whereon he made his home until

his dcatli. which occurred March 9, 1905. Some time ])ri()r to hi- d;'nn-o he

purcliased thf old family homestead at Clifton Park near Saratoga, New

York, and this he improved. Following his demise his widow and one

daughter removed to (his home and there Mrs. Banta passed away Octoljer

7, 1908. her remains being interred by the side of her hnsband in Forest

Hill cemetery of Kansas City.

Mr. J^aiila wn< a i-c])nl)lifan in \\'\< political view- and lioih lir and

Lis wife were mcmlirrs of St. Mary's Episcopal church at the corner of

Eighth and Wnlinil sli'ccts. His life in all of its relations and jturjio-es

was actuated by high and honorable principles and was in harmonv with

his pi-of('-sions of religion inid witli all that nieiiibei'ship in the Masonic

fraternity implies. He was likewise a valued memlier of the Grand Ai-my

of tlie Tiei>ublie and of the Old Settlers' Association. His interests were so

closelv connected with tlie improvement of Kansas City from its ])ioneer

days until the latter [)ai1; of the nineteenth century that no history of the

city wonld bo complete without mention of lii- life and a tribute to his mem-
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ory. Unto him and his wife were born two children, the daughter being
Hattie S., now Mrs. Clark P. Smith, of Clifton Park, New York.

Verdi I. Banta attended the Franklin public school at Fourteenth and

Washington streets to the age of fourteen years, when he entered the employ
of the government as a letter carrier, but he had scarcely more than become

connected with the service when congress passed a law prohibiting all under

eighteen years of age remaining in the service. Mr. Banta then obtained

employment in the postoffice and remained in the federal building for fif-

teen years, working his way upward by various promotions to the responsible

position of superintendent of the general delivery. He acted in that capacity

for eight years and was one of the most trusted employes in the po.stoffice.

Removing to Westport, he was appointed postmaster at that place by Presi-

dent Harrison to fill out the unexpired term of Postmaster Love. At the

end of two years, however, he resigned and was made deputy sheriff under

Sheriff W. S. Pontius, resigning his position to accept that of city collector

of the Ferd Heim Brewery. In June, 1907, he was appointed manager of

the brewery, which position he has since filled. He is a capable business

man of executive ability and keen discrimination and is giving entire satis-

faction to those w^hom he represents.

Mr. Banta was married in Kansas City, on the 3d of June, 1893, to

Miss Gertrude Putnam, of this city, a daughter of Nathan W. Putnam. She

was bom at the corner of Ninth and Harrison streets and by her marriage
has become the mother of two children : Verdi and Nathan. Mr. Banta is

a republican in his political views, is a member of the fraternal order of

Eagles and a communicant of the Episcopal church. For forty-three years

he has been a resident of Kansas City and Jackson county and as an inter-

ested witness has watched the transformation which has been wrought as it

has emerged from pioneer conditions and taken on all the evidences of

modern metropolitan life.

MRS. CARRIE WESTLAKE WHITNEY.

Mrs. Carrie Westlake Whitney is a Virginian by birth, and a Missou-

rian by adoption ;
she w^as born on a large plantation in Virginia, and is

the daughter of Wellington Bracee and Helen (Van Waters) AVestlake. As

customary with southern people, Mrs. Whitney received her education in

private schools. Her parents moved to Missouri, near Sedalia, in her early

years and Mrs. Whitney attended school in St. Louis, where she lived with

relatives. Mrs. Whitney was married December 1, 1885, to Mr. James Steele

Whitney, who died in February, 1890.

Mrs. Whitney was appointed librarian of the Kansas City Public Li-

brary March, 1881, and has since held the position continuously, beginning
as custodian of a thousand volumes, to-day she has charge of ninety thousand

volumes. Mrs. Whitney has been a member of the American Library Asso-

ciation since 1889, attending the conferences every year; she is also a mem-
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ber of the Missouri branch of American Folk-lore Society; and associate

member of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis.

Mrs. Whitney's years of service as librarian have made her name fa-

miliar in every household; her greatest achievement as librarian has been

her influence Avith children. The reference department has been the foun-

dation of the library, of which Mrs. AVhitney is the head, and thus has

developed one of the foremost institutions in Kansas City. While the growth
of Mrs. AMiitney's work has not been marvelous, the library has advanced

step by step until to-day it ranks among the advanced libraries of the

centur}'.

Mrs. Whitney's biography is the history of the Kansas City Public

Librarv.

JAMES YATES.

James Yates, who for a long period figured in business circles in Kansas

Cit}'^ as a man of enterprise, practical ideas and force of character, met that

.measure of success which always follows intense activity, intelligently di-

rected. For a quarter of a century he was connected with the ice trade and

later was president of the Economic Asphalt Repair Company, but spent

the last year of his life in honorable retirement from labor. He was born

in Fonda, New York, in 1844, and was reared and educated in the Empire
state and became a student in Union College at Schenectady, New York,
from which he was graduated in the class of 1863. Soon afterward he w^ent

to the west and became connected with railroad interests and was employed

by the Burlington & Missouri River Railroad for a year as purchasing agent,

with headquarters at Burlington, Iowa. About 1865 he located in Atchison,

Kansas, where he established a retail lumber business and afterward broad-

ened the scope of his activity by becoming connected with the ice trade

as Avell.

In 1878 Mr. Yates returned to the state <if New York and was there

married to Miss Margaret Ilesler. of Fort Plain, a, granddaughter of Gnulean

Verplanck, of Holland descent. He then retui-ncd to the west with his bride,

establishing their home in Atchison. As a dealer in lnnil»ei- and ice he met

with success, his business developing along .substantial lines, and in 1S,S2

a branch was established in Kansas City. Two years later the original olliee

was discontinued and Mr. Yates came to Kansas City to reside, organizing
here the Yates Ice Company, dealers in natural ice. He built large ice

houses at Bean Lake, with a capacity of sixty-five thousand ton.-^. and e<tal)-

lished business in this city, lb' was one of the fir.^t to engage here in the

sale of ice and gradually his trade inerea.-ed to exteii.-ivo ])iT)|)ortion-. until

he was employing seventy-five men and utilizing twenly-live teams va eany-

ing on hLs business. In 1897 he sold ont his retail business to the People's

Ice Company and carried on a wholesale ice hn-ine.-s nnfil l'.)(ll. Pi-o.-itcrity

attended him in this branch of the trade and he eoniinne(l sneee.~sfnllv for

seven years, when he disposed n\' hi.- ice house- :nid retired from tliat line of
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commercial activity. He then became connected with the Economic Asphalt

Repair Company as president, with D. H. Bows as vice-president and man-

ager, and W. H. Seage.r as secretary and treasurer. The company was organ-

ized for the purpose of repairing asphalt pavements in Kansas City and

employed twenty-five men, and from the beginning the business was a

profitable one. In 1907 this company sold out to the Metropolitan Asphalt

Company and Mr. Yates retired from active business, save that he was a

stockholder in the Union National Bank.

Mr. Yates built a home at Thirteenth and Madison streets, where he

resided until 1905, when he purchased and remodeled a beautiful residence

on Sunnnit street. In February, 1908, he went abroad, spending three

months in touring Switzerland, Italy, Spain and Egypt. He passed away
on the 23d of August, 1908, and Kansas City thus lost one of its substantial

residents who had never figured in public life, but who in his business actions

and social relations had ever enjoyed the fullest respect and confidence of

those with whom he was brought in contact. He was always active in the

interests and welfare of Kansas City, doing much to advance its upbuilding
and as the years wejit by he gained a most creditable record as citizen and

business man. He was always energetic, formed his plans readily and was

determined in their execution. There was no esoteric phase in his career.

On the contrary, he based his business principles and actions upon the rules

which govern strict and unswerving integrity and unabating energy, and

therein was the secret of his success.

CHARLES E. KEARNEY.

Charles E. Kearney, deceased, was one of the pioneer wholesale and retail

merchants of Kansas City, and belonged to that class of representative Amer-

ican men who, while promoting individual success, also contribute to the

substantial upbuilding and prosperity of the community in which they live.

He was a native of Ireland, born March 8, 1820. His parents both died on

the Emerald Isle Avhen their son Charles was comparatively young. He was

a youth of nine at the time of his mother's demise and at the age of sixteen

he determined to seek a home in America, for he had a brother residing in

Texas. His father had been an army officer and Charles E. Kearney had been

afforded good educational advantages in Ireland. On the day that Queen
Victoria was crowned he sailed for the United States, landing in New York

city, whence he made his way direct to his brother's home in Texas. There

he was engaged as a Mexican trader and continued there during the period of

the Mexican war. He afterward began making trips to the w^est, carrying on

business, however, as a trader all the time. He crossed the plains on fourteen

different occasions and was familiar with all of the experiences of freighting
and of pioneer life in the west when the seeds of civilization had hardly been

planted. The first few times he made the journey across the plains he traveled

with burros, or mules, and later wath wagons. In 1852 he settled at West-
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]3ort, now a part of Kansas City. The now populous metropolis of western

Missouri was then a small town of little industrial or commercial importance
and Mr. Kearney became identified with its business interests in pioneer times

and advanced with its develoiDment as the years passed by. He began

merchandising here, selling goods to the INIexican traders. There were still

man}^ evidences of pioneer life, with its dangers and hardships and also its

picturesque elements.

In the same year (1852) ^Ir. Kearney was married in Westport to Miss

Josephine Harris, a native of Kentucky and a daughter of John and Henrietta

(Simpson) Harris, both of whom were natives of the Blue Grass state, whence

thev came to Kansas Citv in 1832, when ]Mrs. Kearnev was onlv two months

old. Mr. Harris settled in what is now Hyde Park, a part of Westport. The

district, however, was then all farming country, and purchasing much of

this farm land he carried on general agricultural pursuits for a few years.

He afterward bought from ]\lr. McGee, the first settler here, a hotel, changing
the name to the Harris House, by which it is still known. It is located at

No. 430 Westport avenue and here Mr. Harris engaged in the conduct of

his hotel through the period of the war, it becoming the soldiers' headquarters.

In early days he also invested in land in various parts of Westport. The

price of the goods advanced through the growth and development of the

country and added much to his financial resources and assets. He continued

in the hotel business until, on account of ill health, he was obliged to retire

from that field of activity. During his remaining days his time and energies

were given only to the supervision of his property which had become quite

valuable. He continued to reside with his children until called to his final

rest, and his wife also died in this locality. Of the children born unto Mr.

and Mrs. Harris four are now living and are residents of Kansas City, namely:

Julia, who is the "widow of John J. Mastin and resides at 3500 Main street:

Elizabeth S., who is the Avidow of Thomas H. ^lastin and is also living at

3500 Main street; Mrs. Seth Ward, of Kansas City; and ^Mrs. Kearney.
There were six children born unto Mr. and Mrs. Kearney, of whom four

yet survive: Mary L.. the eldest, is a teacher in Allen school and resides here

with lier mother and sister. .lulia is tlie -wafe of Frank C. AVornall. a traveling

salesman living at No. Ill East Thirty-ninth street. Lizzie K. is the widow

of Joseph L. Nofsinger. who was boi'ii in Indianapolis. Indiana, in 1864. and

came to Kansas City in 1880. He was a leading business man here and

for several years served as assistant postmaster, after which he engaged in

the real-estate business for some time. Subsequently lie bogan dealing in

men's fnrnisliing g0!)ds at No. 803 Wahuit street, wlici'c lie carried on tlie

business siicccs-fnlly and continuall\' nnlilhis deatli. which occurred on the

27th of February. 1000. He was a man well known and highly respected in

business circles and in priNate lil'e. ;nid his loss was therefore deeply mourned

by many frien(l< a- well as hi> immediate family. I'nl) him and liis wife

were born three children, Elizabeth. Lewis E. and Cliarles W. Charles E.

Kearney, the youngest surviving member of the Kearney family, married

Rollena Gilluli, and is a traveling salesimm for tlie Centr;il Coal X' Coke Com-

pany, residing in Kansas City. The two son-^ of (he family now deceased
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are Francis E. and William Bernard, both of whom died at the age of two

years.

Following his marriage Mr. Kearney engaged in merchandising at West-

port for several years, after which he sold out and made a trip back to Ireland

to visit his sister. When he returned to the new world he embarked in the

wholesale grocery business on what is called the Levee in Kansas City, selling
to the ^Mexicans and others. He continued in trade for some years, after

which he dis^DOsed of his wholesale grocery house and went to New York city,

w^here he conducted business interests for a few years but was not very suc-

cessful there and again came to Kansas City, where he began operating in

real estate. He was thereafter connected with the real-estate business up to

the time when his health failed and he abandoned all business interests, prac-

tically living retired until his death. He, however, owned a considerable prop-

erty and gave jDersonal supervision to this.

Ml'. Kearney did much for Kansas City's improvement and upbuilding.
He was instrumental in the extension of the Cameron Railroad through Kan-
sas City, this being the first line here and in it he invested much capital.

He was chosen its first president and continued as the chief

executive of the company for several years. He Avas likewise a mem-
ber of the Board of Trade here for a considerable period and acted

'as its vice president for some time. His political views accorded with

the principles of the democracy and his fraternal relations connected him
with the Masonic order, while in his life he exemplified its beneficent and

lielpful spirit. Both he and his wife were members of the Baptist church

but since his death Mrs. Kearney and Mrs. Nofsinger have united with, the

Christian Science church. Mr. Kearney passed away January 3, 1898, leav-

ing behind an untarnished name and a record well worthy of emulation. He
had attained the age of seventy-eight years. His life was a benefit and stim-

ulus to the many with whom he came in contact and a lesson to all. He achieved

success by reason of indomitable perseverance and close application and gained
an honorable name because of his fidelity to a high standard of commercial

ethics. Beside other property Mrs. Kearney owns a nice home at No. 2019

East Eighth street, where she and Mrs. Nofsinger and the latter's family
reside.

HENRY TOBENER.

In the days of Kansas City's early development and business progress

Henry Tobener cast in his lot with its representatives of commercial and
industrial life and became probably the largest tobacco merchant of Kansas

City. He also invested in real estate and in other business enterprises, the

scope and extent of his activity proving a valuable element in the city's

growth and upbuilding. A native of Germany, he was born February 20,

1830. of the marriage of Henry and Sophia (Sodei) Tobener. His father

was engaged in the hotel business in Germany until he sailed with his family
for Arnoriea duriuL!. the earlv bovhood davs of his son Henrv. Thev settled
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ill St. Louis, Missouri, where the father died in 1849, shortly after his arrival

in the new world.

Henry Tobeiier had already begun his education in the public schools

of the fatherland, continuing his studies to the age of fourteen, when he
came with his j^arents to the United States. Settling in St. Louis he th'ere

purchased a college course and completed his education. His first step ia

business life connected him with the tobacco trade, with w^hich he was as-

sociated throughout his entire business career. He opened a retail tobacco

store in St. Louis and almost from the beginning enjoyed a good trade. In

fact his business increased so rapidly that he changed from a retail to a

Avholesale business and was thus engaged for a few years. At length retir-

ing from that field of activity he conducted a saloon in St. Louis for a short

time, after which he became a grocer, conducting a wholesale store, where

the Union depot now stands. He remained in St. Louis until 1864, when
he came to Kansas City. In the meantime he was drafted for service in the

army but sent a substitute and it w^as at that time that he removed to Kan-
sas City. Here he was again drafted and served as a member of the Home
Guard here until the close of the war.

In 1854, while residing in St. Louis, Henry Tobener was married to

Miss Elizabeth Eotbenbuecher, also a native of Germany and a daughter of

Jacob and Mary Rotbenbuecher. They came to America in the spring of

1837, settling in St. Louis, where Mr. Rotbenbuecher learned the shoemak-

er's trade, carrying on the business there for many years, after which he

turned his attention to the tobacco business, manufacturing all kinds of

smoking tobacco, snuff, etc. His attention was concentrated upon the con-

duct of that enterprise throughout his remaining days and both he and his

wdfe died there. By the marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Tobener eleven children

were born: Robert H., who married Minnie Miller, resides in Kansas City

and is a member of the firm of R. H. Tobener & Son, carpet renovators;

William married Katie Walters and also resides in Kansas City; Emma
is the wife of Nathaniel B. Terrill, who for thirty years has been conductor

on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad and they reside at No. 2804

Woodland avenue; Frances is the wdfe of George J. Schoen, who is engaged
with the Emery-Bird-Thayer Dry Goods Company, and they reside at No.

2826 Woodland avenue, her mother spending much of her time with them
;

Frank W., who married Emily Barcoe, is engaged in business in Kansas

City and is mentioned elsewhere in this work; Edward F. wedded Mary
Mueller and is engaged in the real-estate business here; Rose is the wife

of J. A. Ryan, who is engaged in the piano business in St. Joseph, Missouri;

Laura is the wife of Dr. B. W. Lindberg, a leading physician of Kansas

City; Elizabeth is the wife of Edwin Overholtz, a cigar and tobacco mer-

chanl of Kansas City; Henry died at the age of thirteen years; and Charlie

was killed by accident in his boyhood, shooting him.self while out hunting
near Kansas City.

When ]\Tr. Tobener arrived in Kansas City he entered into partner-

ship witli .7. A. Bachman. under the firm style of J. A. Bachman & Com-

pany, iiml lii'Ofin business a- a cigar 7iianufactnror and wholesale and retail
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tobacco dealer. Theirs was the first tobacco factory established here. The
firm continued the business until 1867, when Mr. Bachman sold out and the

partnership was then H. Tobener & Brother, the junior partner being Wil-

liam Tobener. They continued in business at the corner of Fifteenth street

and Grand avenue until 1880, after which Mr. Tobener withdrew from the

tobacco trade as he desired to retire. In addition to developing and manag-
ing his extensive tobacco interests he owned and supervised a large farm

at Olathe, Kansas, which is now Olathe park. He also owned real estate

in Kansas City and erected a large building on McGee street, which has

been occupied by the Smith Baking Company. He also purchased one hun-

dred and seventeen feet on Grand avenue at the corner of Fifteenth street

from Milton McGee, for twenty-eight hundred dollars, which he owned until

about fifteen years ago, when he sold at a greatly advanced price, the prop-

erty bringing fifty thousand dollars. He likewise built and owned the old

Tobener residence at the corner of Fifteenth and Oak streets, where his last

days were passed, his death occurring June 28, 1905.

Mr. Tobener had been a resident of Kansas City for only a brief period
when he was elected a member of the school board. At that time there were

only four schools here. Mr. Tobener served on the board for several years

but was never a politician in the sense of office seeking. He gave stalwart

support to the republican party, however, believing that its principles were

best adapted to the promotion, good government and interests of the public
at large. Whatever success in life he achieved was attributable to his own

labors, his prosperity being based upon intelligence, close application and

energy. Mrs. Tobener still owms much of valuable real estate here which

was formerly in possession of her husband, and since his death she has made
her home in Kansas City with her children, living most of the time w'ith

her daughters, Mrs. Schoen and Mrs. Terrill. She is now with Mrs. Schoen

at Xo. 2826 Woodland avenue.

CAPTAIN THOMAS P. FLAHIVE.

Among the men who are in charge of the different police stations in

Kansas City and by their unswerving fidelity to duty are maintaining a

high .standard among those who stand as the conservators of law and order

is numbered Captain Thomas P. Flahive, of station No. 4. He was born in

County Kerry, Ireland, December 16, 1861. his birthplace being in the

beautiful lake region of Killarney. His parents were farming people there

and the father, John Flahive, still resides upon the old homestead farm on

the Emerald isle. The mother, who bore the maiden name of Nora Carroll,

passed away during the early boyhood of her son, Captain Flahive, who

pui'sued his education in the common schools and was reared upon the home
farm, among the beautiful hills of that section of the country, his home be-

ing in sight of Ballyheigue bay. He continued his studies through their

consecutive grades till he completed the high school course and put aside



254 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

his text-books at the age of seventeen year.- and worki'd upon his father's

farm until coming to America.

Attracted by the favorable reports concerning opportunities in the new

\\orld, he sailed for the United States in 1879, landing in New York city,

on the 27th of Aj^ril. He made his way direct to Kansas City, his choice

of a location being influenced by the fact that his brother Patrick and other

relatives were residing here. Plis tinancial condition made it imper-

ative that he secure immediate employment and he soon obtained a situa-

tion in the freight department of the Burlington Railroad Company, where

he remained until June, 1882. On the 14th of that month he became con-

nected with the police department under Thomas M. Spears and was at

headquarters for six or seven years. Faithful to every duty assigned to him

and complying not only with the letter but with the spirit of the law, he

gained promotion to the rank of sergeant in 1887 and on the 4th of May,

1889, was jDromoted to captain. He has since served in that capacity at dif-

ferent stations and has now been in charge of station No. 4 for six years.

This is situated in the worst district of the city, but he has made its. resi-

dents amenable to law, laboring untiringly in the faithful and capable pros-

ecution of the duties of the office.

In Kansas City, at St. Patrick's church, Captain Thomas P. Flahive,

was married on the 2()th of November, 1888, by the Rev. Father Walsh, to

Miss Lizzie Burns, who was born in Ray county, Missouri, a daughter of

the late James Burns, a merchant of that county. Captain and ^Irs. Fhdiive

now have one child, John Joseph, eighteen years of age. He is a graduate
of the Kansas City high school and is now a shipping clerk with the West-

ern Grocery Company. The family residence is at No. 1109 Agnes street

and was erected by Captain Flahive in 1898. His social relations are with

the Knights of Columbus and his religious views are indicated by his mem-

bership in St. Aloysius Catholic church. In politics he is a democrat but

takes only a citizen's interest in the political situation, as he does not be-

lieve in the active interference of the police officers with political work. He
has never had occasion to regret his determination to seek a home in Amer-

ica, but found tliaf tlic reports which had reached him concerning its oppor-

1 1 11 lilies were true and that the road to success and public usefulness was

open to ii1l. riradually lie has advanced, and he is now filling an important

position ill niuiiicipal circles.

EUGENE G. E. JACCARD.

The histroy of Missouri in its early development ccMiters aroniid certain

French and Swiss names—names of families whose representatives are mnn-
bered among the early builders of this commonwealth, while the later gener-

ations of the family have carried on the work of their forefathers through
their business activity and enterprise, which have contributed in substantial

measure to Missouri's development. The name of Jaccard has been a most
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prominent one in the state and has figured conspicuously in connection with

the jewelry trade both in St. Louis and in Kansas City. Eugene G. E.

Jaccard was its representative in this connection in the latter city until

recent years, but is now in Christian Science practice.

He was born in St. Louis, September 28, 1861, a son of D. C. and

Eugenie (Chipron) Jaccard. The father was born at St. Croix, Switzer-

land, and the mother in Paris, France. The paternal grandfather lived and

died in Switzerland and was one of the expert watchmakers of that country,

which has ever been noted for its superior workmanship in that line. The
maternal grandfather, J. G. Chipron, was a native of Paris, who, crossing

the Atlantic to America, spent his last days in Highland, Illinois, where he

died at the age of seventy-seven years. He was a man of fine personal ap-

pearance, tall and well formed, and reared a large family.
D. C. Jaccard, father of our subject, gained comprehensive knowledge

of watchmaking in his native country and has always been identified with

the jewelry business. The opportunities of the new world attracted him' and,

believing that his chances for business advancement were better in the United

States than in the land of the Alps, he crossed the ocean in 1845 and has

since been a resident of St. Louis. The name of Jaccard is a most honored

and leading one in commercial circles of that city and the house of which
he was vice president stands second to none west of New York city in the

character of the goods which it handles and in the volume of its trade. He
is a member of the Presbyterian church, as was his wife, who died in 1865.

Their family numbered four children, two of whom survive, namely: Eu-

genie, the wife of Alfred Perillard, of Lausanne, Switzerland; and Eugene.
The last named was reared in his native city save that he spent some

time in study abroad after acquiring a knowledge of the elemental branches

of learning in the public schools of St. Louis. When a youth of ten years
he went to Switzerland, was for two and a half years a student in a school

at Yverdon and later continued his education in Ludwigsburg and Stuttgart,

Germany, where he remained until 1874. Returning to St. Louis in that

year, he became a student in Kemper's Family School, of Boonville, Mis-

souri, from which he was graduated in 1877. He then again crossed the

Atlantic for the purpose of perfecting himself in the watchmaking trade at

Locle, Switzerland, under one of the expert watchmakers of that country.
In September, 1880, he again arrived in his native land and entered the

employ of the Mermod & Jaccard Jewelry Company, of St. Louis, as office

boy. The fact that his father was one of the partners in the house was not

used to procure him an easy time. On the contrary he had to do his part in

the routine work of the store as any other employe and thus gained a thor-

ough business training. He afterward served for a time as entry clerk and
as salesman and he eagerly availed himself of every opportunity for thor-

oughly mastering the business in every particular. Coming to Kansas City
in September, 1888, he here organized the Jaccard Watch & Jewelry Com-

pany, of which he continued as president until February, 1895., In January,

1893, the house was destroyed by fire, the company suffering a severe loss.

They soon resumed business, however, carrying an extensive and elegant
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assortment of watches, clocks and jewelry, including some of the finest

productions of the old world. Mr. Jaccard remained at the head of the

company until November 1, 1895, when he withdrew and entered into part-

nership with W. B. Johnson, under the name of Johnson, Jaccard & Com-

pany, in the fire, casuality and tornado insurance business, maintaining the

place which he always occupied as one of the foremost business men of the

city. In 1896 Mr. Jaccard became a member of the Christian Science church

and has been treasurer of the Second Church of Christ, Scientist, at Thirty-
first street and Troost avenue, one of the most beautiful structures in the

United States. Since 1898 he has been a Christian Science practitioner.

While a successful business enterprise is alwaysl a feature in a city's

development, growth and substantial progress, Mr. Jaccard has in other

ways been active in promoting the welfare and upbuilding of the city. He
was president in 1895 of the Kansas City Karnival Krewe, which came into

existence for the purpose of adding to the fall festivities and thus attracting

additional visitors to the city, also creating amusements to keep them longer
in the community. Thousands of visitors each year now attend this great

fall festival and the railroads reported a much larger number in 1895 than

in any previous year. No movement for the benefit of the city solicits his

cooperation in vain. On the contrary, he has given liberally of his time

and means to aid in public progress and he is preeminently a public-spirited

citizen, whose efforts have been far-reaching and beneficial. In politics he

is an earnest republican but without desire for official preferment.
Mr. Jaccard was married June 18, 1884, to Miss Lena Dings, a daughter

of Frederick Dings, and unto them have been born four children : Frederick

Constant, Eugenie, Gilbert Eugene and Walter Bird. Both Mr. and Mrs.

Jaccard hold membership in the Christian Science church and he has at-

tained high rank in Masonry, taking the thirty-second degree of the Scot-

tish Rite. He also belongs to Kansas City Commandery, No. 10, K. T., and

to Ararat Temple of the Mystic Shrine and was likewise chancellor of Benton

Council, No. 22, of the Legion of Honor of Missouri. Admirable social

qualities and unfeigned cordiality have rendered him very popular and he is

at all times approachable, displaying in business and social circles qualities

which win esteem, consideration and kindly regard.

J. A. L. WAD'DELL.

Kansas City has reason to be proud of many of her residents—men
who have attained leadership in many walks of life and have left their

impress upon the industrial, commercial, intellectual and moral progress
of the country. If intense, well directed activity and successful accomplish-
ments entitle one to be termed a ''captain of industry," Dr. Waddell may
thus well be designated, for the consensus of public opinion recognizes in

him one of the most famous bridoie builder* of the world.
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His birthplace was at Port Hope, Canada, and his natal year 1854.

From early boyhood he has manifested a taste for engineering, and has

directed his labors in those walks of life for which nature undoubtedly in-

tended him. When seventeen years of age he became a student in the

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, at Troy, New York, where he continued

for four years, and thus well qualified for work of that character he entered

upon a situation in the marine department of the Canadian government at

Ontario. Not long after he began work on the Canadian Pacific Railway
and later he did engineering work in a coal mine in West Virginia, where

he remained, however, for only a brief time. He was then appointed assist-

ant to the professor of rational and technical mechanics in the Rensselaer

Polytechnic Institute, where he continued as an instructor for two years,

after which he accepted the position of engineer of construction for a bridge

building firm at Council Bluffs, Iowa. This was his business association

until 1882, when he was appointed professor of civil engineering in the

Imperial University at Tokio, Japan, the offer coming to him as a result

of his technical writings in engineering jouranls.

Before leaving for Japan, McGill Univen-ity at Montreal, Canada,
conferred on him the ad eundem gradwm degree of Bachelor of Applied

Sciences, as a result of his writings, and later he took there the higher de-

gree of Master of Engineering. Dr. Waddell has written largely upon

engineering in its various phases, and while in Japan, at the request of the

government, he wrote a treatise on "A system of Iron Railway Bridges for

Japan," and as a reward the emperor bestowed upon him the rank of Knight
Commander of the Order of the Rising Sun—valuable only for the compli-

ment and the decorative jewel which always accompanies the degree.

Upon his return to the United States Dr. Waddell settled in Kansas

City, where he opened an office. He has since been engaged in civil

engineering with headquarters here, making a specialty in his operations

of bridge building. So wide a reputation has he won that he has been

called upon to construct bridges not only throughout the entire continent

but also abroad. In 1904 Dr. Waddell received from McGill University the

degree of Doctor of Science (D.Sc.) and from Missouri State University that of

Doctor of Laws (LL.D.). In 1898 he published a book entitled De Pontibus, a

complete and exhaustive treatise on bridge building. Recently Dr. Waddell has

been working out plans in connection with the project for building the

Trans-Alaska-Siberian Railw-ay; and on the 7th of May, 1907, he received

a decoration from Grand Duchess Olga, sister of the Czar, in recognition

of his work as principal engineer of that railroad. This decoration is

bestowed only on persons who have rendered the Russian empire some im-

portant service.

Dr. Waddell, says a contemporary publication, ''is far from the type of

the dry scientist. He is a capital fisherman and shot and one of the best

whist players of the west." Like all broad-minded men, he recognizes the

value as well as the pleasure of recreation. There is perhaps no biography
in this volume which indicates more clearly what is meant by the term

the dignity of labor. Starting at the bottom round of the ladder he has
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steadily worked his way upward, winning recognition from crowned heads

of Europe and Asia, while in America he has almost revolutionized the

science of bridge building in the last quarter of a century. He is every-

where known as a great authority on bridges and his word as a consulting

engineer is conclusive.

GEORGE L. BROWN.

George L. Brown is now practically retired from business, although he

is still senior partner of the firm of George L. Brown & Son, contractors

and builders of Kansas City, in which connection he has done much for the

city's improvement through many years, his labors being an element in its

substantial growth and adornment, while at the same time he has derived

therefrom substantial benefits.

A native of Montreal, Canada, he was born August 19, 1842. His

father, Samuel Brown, a contractor and builder, came to America from

Belfast, Ireland, soon after his marriage to Miss Ann Fullerton, who was

born in Edinburgh, Scotland. They became residents of Montreal in 1839

and about 1845 removed to Buffalo, New York. The year 1849 witnessed

their arrival in St. Louis, Missouri, whence they proceeded by way of the

Missouri river to St. Joseph, in search of a favorable location. They stopped

at many points en route but after a brief period Mr. Brown returned to

Buffalo, where he remained until 1852. In that year he established his

home in Kansas City, where he resided for five years, and in the spring of

1857 started for California with ox-teams, his route being by way of Gal-

veston. He only proceeded as far as Fort Smith, Arkansas, however, and

there remained until 1859, when he returned to Kansas City, where he

made his permanent home. George L. Brown is the second of the three

survivors of the family of five children, his brother, Robert S. Brown, the

oldest, having for thirty years figured in the business circles of Kansas City

as a florist, while Samuel Brown is living near Sedalia, Missouri.

George L. Brown pursued his education in the Kansas City Academy
conducted by Professor R. S. Thomas, first pastor of the First Baptist church

of Kansas City and later the first professor in the William Jewell College.

Following the erection of the First Baptist church at the corner of Eighth
and Central streets in 1858, Mr. Brown attended a private school therein

conducted by Professor Joseph Chandler and in 1859 entered upon his busi-

ness career as an apprentice to the carpenter's trade in the firm of Dear-

dorff & Adams. His term of indenture continued until 1862 and during

that period he was engaged on the construction of some of the prominent

buildings of the early days, including the State Bank of Missouri at Second

and Main streets, afterward used as the office of the Santa Fe Stage Coach

Company, a view of which appears in this volume. Mr. Brown also worked

on the constniction of the residence of Louis Deardorff at Sixth and Wyan-
dotte streets, and the old Coates residence at Tenth and Broadwav.
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When building practically ceased during the period of the Civil war,

he joined the Seventy-seventh Regiment of Enrolled Missouri Militia under

Colonel Coates and served with that command until the spring of 1863,

participating in the battle of Independence against the bushwhackers. In

March, 1863, he was granted a parole by Colonel Coates and Captain Foster

to drive a team on the freighting line to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and at that

point went to work at his trade, remaining there for two years. In the

spring of 1866 he returned to Kansas City and was again employed at his

trade by various contractors until the spring of 1873, when he engaged in

business on his own account. He superintended the construction of a pump-
ing house on Turkey creek in 1873-4, and the Virginia Hotel, at Eleventh

and Washington streets. He built the residence of Bernard Corrigan at

Seventeenth and Summit! streets, and soon gained rank with the leading
builders of the city, a position which he has occupied to the present time,

and a greater percentage of the more prominent business blocks of Kansas

City have been constructed by him, as a member of the firm of George L.

Brown & Son, than by any other contractor. Among these are the Armour
offices and many of the large wholesale houses and warehouses of the w^est

bottoms. He erected, under contract, the building for the Burnham-Hanna-

-Munger Dry Goods Company and the Burnham-Munger Manufacturing

Company; also the business blocks of Swofford Brothers, the Smith-Mc-

Cord-Townsend Company, Faxon & Gallagher, Maxwell, McClure and Fitts,

William "^^oelker & Sons, together with a majority of the large mercantile

arid office buildings. They erected the First National Bank building and

are now engaged on the New England National Bank building. About

ten years ago our subject admitted his son Samuel J. Brown to a partner-

ship. The son had served an apprenticeship under his father and when he

became his partner the firm name of George L. Brown & Son w^as assumed.

The latter now largely conducts the business, with George L. Brown merely
as an advisory member of the firm, for he has practically retired from active

management. He is interested to a large extent in Kansas City real estate,

having embraced favorable opportunities from time to time for judicious

investment. He owns a beautiful house at the northwest corner of Twenty-
ninth street and Benton boulevard, one of the most de.'iirable locations in

the city.

Mr. Brown cast his first presidential ballot for Abraham Lincoln and

has supported each nominee at the head of the national repuljlican ticket

since that time. For thirty-five years he has been an Odd Fellow and is

thoroughly loyal to the teachings of the order. He has been a member of

the First Baptist church since its organization and is now superintending the

construction of the new house of worship for that congregation, a one hun-

dred thousand dollar building, at the corner of Park avenue and Linwood

boulevard.

On the 29th of August, 1866, Mr. Brown was married to Catharine

Anderson, a daughter of Joseph Anderson, one of the pioneer business men
of Kansas City. They became parents of two sons and two daughters:
Helen Nelson, the wife of Mark Hatch, of New York city; Samuel J.,
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who is his father's partner; Agnes Belle, the wife of A. L. Clark, credit man
for the Ricksecker Cigar Company, of Kansas City; and George R., who
died in infancy more than twenty years ago. Both daughters are very
active in church and charitable work, and the younger daughter', Mrs. Clark,

who makes her home with her father, is also a member of many of the

women's clubs of the city and prominent in social circles. Mr. Brown has

devoted his life to his business interests and his home, and his close api^lica-

tion, combined with his superior skill and knowledge of the builder's art.

gained him distinction and success in his chosen field of labor.

WILLIAM ASHLEY RULE.

Not too busy for courtesy, not too much occupied with financial cares

for the display of kindliness and consideration in his relations with others,

there are few^ men in business life so uniformly popular as William Ashley

Rule, the cashier of the National Bank of Commerce in Kansas City. He

possesses, too, a force of character, a keen insight, and sagacity in manage-
ment that have made him a valued factor in banking circles and led to his

promotion to the responsible position which he today occupies in connec-

tion with one of the leading moneyed institutions of the middle west.

A native of St. Louis, his life record began on the 3d of September,

1858, a son of Orville G. and Margaret (Ashley) Rule. The paternal grand-

father, William Kennett Rule, was one of the pioneers of St. Louis. His

fathex, born in St. Louis, was a lifelong resident of that city and for several

years was engaged in a contracting business, after which he became a mem-
ber of the St. Louis Shot Tower Company, one of the oldest establishments

of its kind in the country. He was manager of the business and was an

active, aggressive man, recognized as a strong force in industrial circles and

in fact in every relation of life in which he was found. He died .suddenly

in October, 1884, while sitting at the desk where he had carried on his work

for forty years. His wife, a native of Virginia, became a resident of Mis-

souri in early life.

William Ashley Rule enjoyed the educational advantages afforded by
the public and high schools of St. Louis and took his initial step in business

as collector for the East St. Louis Transfer Company and R. P. Tansey, later

prasident of the St. Louis Transfer Company. He entered upon active con-

nection with the banking business as mcsseng(T in the Hibernian Bank, but

that institution failed and he went to the Third National Bank in the same

capacity. Plis health was impaired, but the utmost care ena.})led him to

overcome any physical disadvantages and the al)ility which he displayed
made his rise a rapid one. When he resigned from the Third National

Bank in May, 1887, he was serving as exchange teller. He then accepted
a position as chief clerk in the National Bank of Commerce in Kansas City,

was elected in 1889 as second assistant cashier, while in January, 1895, he

was promoted to the position of cashier, which position he still fills. He is
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now one of the directors and stockholders of the bank and is regarded as

one of the most reliable financiers in Kansas City and one of its best known
business men. He has studied the banking business from every standpoint,

understands it in every detail and has contributed largely to the success

which has attended the^ National Bank of Commerce since his connection

therewith, covering a period of many years.

Mr. Rule is also one of the incorporators of the Kansas City, Mexico

& Orient Railroad and is treasurer of the same. He is a director and member
of the executive committee of the Kansas City Life Insurance Company,
and is treasurer of the International Construction Company and the Union
Construction Company, which is building the Kansas City, Mexico & Orient

Railroad. He is also treasurer of the United States & Mexico Trust Com-

pany, and a director of the Commerce Trust Company.
In citizenship public spirited and progressive, Mr. Rule has been a help-

ful factor in all movements for general advancement and improvement,

giving tangible aid to various measures that have contributed to the up-

building of Kansas City, making it the commercial and industrial center

which it is today. He was a member and the treasurer of the committee

appointed to secure the democratic convention for Kansas City in 1900.

He is a member and treasurer of the Elm Ridge Club; is treasurer of the

Kansas City Jockey Club; and has been president of the Kansas City Horse

Show for five years. He is also a member of the Evanston Golf Club, the

Railroad Club, the Kansas City Athletic Club, the Kansas City Club and the

Country' Club and a director in the Kansas City Driving and Driving Park
Clubs. He is also an Elk and holds office in several social and commercial

organizations. In politics he is a gold democrat.

On the 21st of December, 1880, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Rule
and Miss Lizzie Harrison, a daughter of John D. Harrison, of St. Louis,
and they now have three children. Mr. Rule is a man of fine personal ap-

pearance, amiable in manner and well liked by all. A pleasant word and

smile, which are the index to his kindly nature, combined with his deference

for the opinions of others, have gained Mr. Rule a circle of friends almost

coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances.

C. LESTER HALL, M. D.

C. Lester Hall, accorded by the profession a position of marked prora-
inence as a member of the medical fraternity, has engaged in active practice
in Kansas City since September, 1890. He was born at Arrow Rock, Saline

county, Missouri, March 10, 1845, and is descended from Scotch and English

ancestry although in both lines the families have been represented in America
from an early epoch in the colonial history. The paternal grandfather.
Rev. Nathan H. Hall, of Kentucky, was a Presbyterian clergyman of Lex-

ington for a quarter of a century and afterward devoted several years to the

active work of the ministry in St. Louis. He was a man of scholarly attain-
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ments and broad culture whose labors constituted a strong element in the

intellectual and moral development of the community with which he was

connected. He died at Columbia, Missouri, at the age of seventy-six years.

His son. Dr. Mathew W. Hall, wa^ engaged in the practice of jnediciiie

at Salem, Illinois, from 1837 to 1845 and then removed to Arrow Rock,

Missouri, where he continued in active practice for twelve years. His re-

n^aining days were spent upon a farm near Marshall. At the time of the

Civil war he joined the Confederate army, with which he served with the

rank of surgeon. Twice he was called to represent his district in the state

legislature and he left the impress of hi^ individuality upon the laws enaci^ed

during these sessions. In religious faith a Presbyterian, he served as one

of the elders in his church, and throughout his entire life he stood for prog-

ress, reform and improvement. He married Agnes J. Lester and in later

years their home was upon a farm near Marshall, Missouri.

Their eldest son. Dr. Hall, of this review, was named in honor of the

mother's brother, Dr. Thomas B. Lester, an eminent physician and author.

His early boyhood was passed in a manner similar to that of most farm

lads of the period and in the free outdoor life he laid the foundation for

the physical strength and vigor which have enabled him in later years to

meet the demands of a constantly increasing professional service. He at-

tended the neighborhood schools and also studied at Kempers school in

Boonville. In 1862, at the age of seventeen years, he joined the Confed-

erate forces under General Sterling Price, but because of ill health was sent

home after the engagement at Lexington. In the following December he re-

joined his command but was subsequently captured with Colonel Robertson's

forces at Milford, Missouri. He then took the oath of allegiance and re-

turned home.

Determining to make the practice of medicine his life work he studied

under the direction of his father, also pursued his reading in Boonville and

in 1864 and 1865 attended the St. Louis Medical College and in 1886 and

1867 the Jefferson ]\Icdical College, being graduated from the latter insti-

tution, March 10, 1867. During the succeding six years he was engaged in

country practice with his father, living upon the home farm, and in 1873

he removed to the city of Marshall, where he practiced for seventeen years.

Seeking a still broader field of labor he came to Kansas City in September,

1890, and has since been recognized as a prominent member of the pro-

fession here, making a specialty of the diseases of women. He is a mem-
ber of the American Medical Association, of which he was elected vice pres-

ident at New Orleans in 1902. He also belongs to the Western Surgical

and Gynecological Society and is a member of the Missouri State Medical

Society, of which he was president in 1895-6; the Kansas City Academy of

Medicine, of which he was president in 1893; and was president of the Med-

ico-Chirurgical College and professor of gynecology and abdominal surgery.

He is now president of the Kansas City Post-Graduate Medical School and

Hospital.

On the 16th of .Tunc. 1869. Dr. Hall was married to Katherine Sap-

pington, a daughter of lion. E. D. and P('nelo|)0 (Breathitt) Sappington.
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Her maternal grandfather was at one time governor of Kentucky. Five

children were born unto Dr. and Mrs. Hall, of whom four are now living:

the eldest, Dr. Darwin Walton Hall, a graduate of the University Medical

College of Kansas City, who has taken post-graduate work of the Polyclinic

School of New York and is a rhinologi^t and laryngologist, is practicing
with his father and is a member of the faculty of the Post-Graduate school;

Penelope is the wife of Leon Smith, president of the Smith-McCord Dry
Goods Company; C. Lester Hall, Jr., was educated in Kansas City schools

and attended the Chicago University; Catherine May Hall completes the

family.

Dr. Hall has ever been a close student of the profession and has man-
fested keen discrimination in recognizing the value of a new idea advanced

in connection with medical practice, while he readily adopts any method
or invention which he believes will prove a practical utility in his profes-

sional labors. He is also slow to discard the old and time-tried methods,
the value of which have been proven. However, in active practice he has

made substantial progress and has gained more than local distinction in his

specialty.

FRED J. BANNISTER.

The financial and commercial history of Kansas City would be very in-

complete and unsatisfactory without a personal and somewhat extended men-
tion of those whose lives are interwoven so closely with the industrial and
financial history of the city and of the southwest. When a man or select

number of men have set in motion the occult machinery of business, which

materializes into a thousand forms of practical utility or where they have

carved out a fortune or a name from the common possibilities, open for

competition to all, there is a public desire which should be gratified to see

the men, so nearly as a portrait and a word artist can paint them, and ex-

amine the elements of mind and circumstances by which such results have

been achieved.

Mr. Bannister finds an appropriate place in the history of those men of

business and enterprise, whose force of character, whose sterling integrity

and whose good sense in the management of complicated affairs and marked
success in establishing large industries and bringing to completion great

schemes of trade and profit, have contributed in an eminent degree to the

develoi^ment of the vast resources of the southwest.

Mr. Bannister was born in Watertown, New York, November 21, 1869,
a son of Charles W. and Anne (Lamasney) Bannister. The father's fam-

ily settled in Watertown. New York, in 1808. Osmond Bannister, the

grandfather, removed to the Empire state from Vermont, where his birth

had occurred in 1786. His mother was, in maidenhood, Miss Thankful

Ely, who was born in 1757, and the town of Elyria, Ohio, was subsequently
named in honor of the family to which she belonged. The mother of

Charles W. Bannister, whose maiden name was Charlotte Wilson, was born
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in Vermont in 1789. In the maternal line, F. J. Bannister springs from

the old Lamasney stock of County Cork, Ireland, the American branch of

the family being established in Quebec, Canada, in 1826, and shortly after-

ward in Ogdensburg, New York. James Walsh, a cousin of Anne Lamas-

ney Bannister, Avas a major in the British Canadian army, having charge
of the Canadian Northwest District at the time of and subsequent ta the

Custer massacree and policing and patrolling the Klondike district during
the early gold discoveries in that section. The family of Mr. and Mrs.

Charles W. Bannister numbered six sons and three daughters, of whom
three sons and two daughters are yet living: J. L. Bannister, who is a coal

operator at Pittsburg, Kansas; C. O. Bannister, who since 1878 has been

engaged in merchandising in Leadville, Colorado; Mrs. Thomas McGee,
whose husband for the past fifteen years has been identified with Edward

Corrigan the turfman, and is now his secretary and general manager; and

Miss Ida Bannister, a resident of San Francisco, California.

Fred J. Bannister came west with his parents in 1877, the family home

being established at Olathe, Kansas. The father died ten years ago and

the mother is still living in Kansas City. The son pursued a common-school

education to the age of sixteen years, when he entered the employ of the

Kansas & Texas Coal Company as local agent at its semi-anthraeito mines

at Hackett, Arkansas, where he remained for four years. In 1890 he re-

signed that position to accept the proferred position of cashier and general

bookkeeper with the Kaw Valley Paint & Lead Company of Kansas City, in

which capacity he continued until August 22, 1892, when he entered the

emj)loy of the Long-Bell Lumber Company.
This company, now one of the largest in the country in the extent of

its business and allied interests, was organized during the year 1875, the

first organization representing a capital stock of twenty-five hundred dollars,

which was principally borrowed money. The business has enjoyed a phe-
nomenal growth until today the corporation ranks among the stron^e^t and

mo.st extensive in the entire country. The parent company and its branches

includes an investment of twenty-nine million, five hundred thousand dol-

lars, all the direct growth and outcome of the little' organization which had

its beginning in 1875. The company today is acting principallj^ as an ex-

ecutive or holding company for the many allied corporations and interests

of which it owns nearly the entire stock, the executive officers being all

those of the Long-I5ell Lumber Company with headquarters at Kansas City.

These companies control an annual business amounting to fourteen billion

dollars from sales of their output and manufacture of luinbor from.' the

southern states, coal from Oklahoma, Arkansas and Kansas, and the prod-
ucts of the western hiiiibcr mills. They employ an average of thirty-nine

hundred men and the business is being constantly broadened in its scope

and ill its possibilities.

It was into this business that Mr. Bannister entered on the 22d of Au-

gu.st, 1892, soon pa.«sing on to positions of executive' control and as the

years have pa.'^sed bending his energies largely to organization, to construct-

ive efi'orts and administrative direction. I\)ssessing broad, enlightened and
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liberal-minded views, faith in himself and in the want potentialities for de-

velopment inherent in the wide domain of the southwest in the specific lines

of operation of the company, his has been an active career, in which he has

accomplished important and far-reaching results. He is today an executive

ofScer, a stockholder and a director of the following corporations, all allied

interests of the Long-Bell Lumber Company, bearing the title of secretary

and treasurer: Calcasieu Long Leaf Lumber Company, Lake Charles, Louis-

iana; King-Ryder Lumber Company, Bonami, Louisiana; Longville Long
Leaf Lumber Company, Longville, Louisiana; Hudson River Lumber Com-

pany, De Ridder, Louisiana; Rapids Lumber Company, Limited, Wood-

worth, Louisiana; Globe Lumber Company, Limited, Yellow Pine, Louisi-

ana; Lufkin Land & Lumber Company, Lufkin, Texas; the Long-Bell Lum-
ber Company, Kansas City, Missouri; Long-Bell Mercantile Company,
Stroud, Oklahoma; Long-Bell Naval Stores Company, De Ridder, Louisi-

ana; Long-Bell Experimental Farm & Mercantile Company, Bonami,
Louisiana; The Fidelity Coal Mining Company, Kansas City, Missouri; Fi-

delity Fuel Company, Greenwood, Arkansas; Kansas Fuel Company, Kan-
sas City, Missouri; R. A. Long Real Estate & Investment Company,
Kansas City, Missouri; Texas & Louisiana Naval Stores Company, Lake

Charles, Louisiana; Lake Charles Chemical Company, Lake Charles, Louis-

iana.

It is the plan of the Long-Bell Lumber Company that its executive

officers should be in control of different departments, Mr. Bannister's duties

being specifically those of general manager of the coal operating and sales

department, together with other duties that devolve upon him in looking
after the multiplicity of details and interests in connection with all depart-
ments. Having risen through successive stages from the position of an ac-

countant in the general office, he is in a position to know better than per-

haps any other person connected with the company the many details that

go to make up the organization and since passing on to positions of exec-

utive control he has contributed in large measure to the expansion and

material growth of the southwest through the development of the interests

of the Long-Bell Lumber Company. Mr. Bannister is also interested to

some extent in Kansas City real estate and owns a beautiful home at No.

4112 Warwick boulevard, which he built in 1903, and the residence occupied

by his mother at 4115 Walnut street.

On the 10th of March, 1888, F. J. Bannister was married at Hackett,

Arkansas, to Edith Nevius and they now have a daughter and two sons:

Louise, Edward and Fred J., aged respectively nineteen, sixteen and one

years. Mr. Bannister gives his political allegiance to the democracy and

i? a member of several secret societies, belonging also to the Manufacturers

& Merchants Association of Kansas City, to the Commercial Club of Kan-
sas City and the Hoo Hoos, a famous organization of lumberman. He is

particularly interested in high class horses and is the owner of several, in-

cluding Dixie Harkness, one of the best of the famous Missouri-bred, high
class saddlers. His summer vacations are largely spent in the Wisconsin

lakes to the detriment of the finny tribe, for he is particularly fond of ang-
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ling. Such in brief is the life record of F. J. Bannister, who has attained

to an eminent position in business life. One of the prominent character-

istics of his successful career is that his vision has never been bounded by
the exigencies of the moment but has covered as well the possibilities and

opportunities of the future and this has led him into extensive undertak-

ings, bringing him into marked prominence in industrial and commercial

circles.

EDWARD CLARENCE WRIGHT.

Edward Clarence Wright, attorney at law of Kansas City, was born

October 16, 1863, in Cambridge, Massachusetts. His parents, William and

Ellen (Brennan) Wright, came from England in 1847 and established

their home in New England, where the father, prominent in public affairs,

filled various official positions and took an active interest in public life.

Having completed his preliminary course in the public schools of his

native city, Edward Clarence Wright enjoyed the advantages of university

training at Harvard, where he was graduated as Bachelor of Arts in 1886

and as Bachelor of Law in 1889. He won distinction in his classes, being
an honor man in several, and while pursuing his law course gave special

attention to research in land titles and constitutional law. His practice has

been maintained along the same lines. Before leaving the university he was

admitted to the bar at Suffolk, Massachusetts, and the same year he came

west to practice at Kansas City. From 1891 until 1893 he was attorney for

the Lombard Investment Company and afterward assistant receiver for the

same company until the settlement of its affairs. He was likewise made

general counselor for the Concordia Loan & Trust Company. He prac-

ticed with Hon. Edward P. Gates until the latter's election as circuit judge
of Jackson county and subsequently with Frank Hagerman until 1899. He
has since been alone in practice and his legal work has been mostly in the

line of investigation of land titles and municipal securities. He has also

been connected with many equity cases and has been employed by other

lawyers to assist in legal Avork of that character. He is general attorney for

two railroad companies and is employed locally by two other railroad com-

panies for the adjustment of all matters except injury cases and he has a

verj'- extensive practice in realty law and examines more titles than any other

lawyer in Kansas City, public opinion according him first rank as a repre-

sentative of this branch of the profession. He is an officer and a director in

twelve corporations engaged in active business in Kansas City.

In June, 1891, Mr. Wright was married to Miss Annie Glines Porter, a

daughter of Louis Chandler Porter, of St. Johnsbury, Vermont, a direct

descendant of John Porter, who settled in Connecticut in 1640. Seven direct

ancestors of Mrs. Wright were soldiers of the Revolutionary war and two

of the war of 1812, and the family is one of prominence and distinction in

New England. Mr. and Mrs. Wright now have four sons. They hold mem-

bership in the Protestant Episcopal church and while in Massachusetts Mr.
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Wright held various minor positions in the church. His first presidential vote

was cast for Grover Cleveland in 1884 and he allied his interests with the gold
democrats in 1896. He has little aspiration for public office, however, pre-

ferring to concentrate his time and energies upon his professional interests,

which are continually growing in extent and importance. For a number
of years he was president of the Phi Delta Phi of the southwest, and has also

been known as a writer for several years.

WILLIAM H. MONTGALL.

William H. Montgall, whose name is on the list of Kansas City's

honored dead, belonged to one of the old and most prominent pioneer fam-

ilies. Moreover he was respected in business circles as a leading banker and
real-estate dealer and his course throughout an active business life was such

as to commend him to the confidence and trust of his fellowmen.

The family settled here in 1840 and William H, Montgall was born in

the suburbs of Kansas City on the old Brush Creek farm, which was the

Montgall homestead, March 20, 1850. His parents were Rufus and Nancy
(Bryan) Montgall, both natives of Shelby county, Kentucky. The father

was born in 1817 and was educated in the public schools of his native state,

where in his boyhood and youth he also assisted in the work of his father's

farm. In 1840, the year of their marriage, he and his wife started west-

ward, the journey being made with a team of horses and wagon after the

primitive manner of travel of the time. Their objective point was Kansas

City, Missouri, but when they reached Louisiana, Missouri, Mr. Montgall
was stricken with rheumatism and they were forced to remain in that town

for several weeks. His brother-in-law, William 0. Shouse, who had come
to Jackson county some years before, learning of Mr. Montgall's sickness

went to Louisiana and assisted in bringing him to this county. Mr. Mont-

gall located in the southern part of Kaw township, which was then a wild

district, while the present site of Kansas City was covered with a dense for-

est, in which the Indians often hunted deer and other game.
The father at once began the development of a farm and the establish-

ment of a home. He cleared away the trees and transformed the land into

rich and fertile fields, making his home on the old Brush Creek farm until

1857, when he removed into a district that is now a part of the city, estab-

lishing his home at the corner of Nineteenth street and Agnes avenue.

There he continued to live until 1882, when he took up his residence at

his elegant city home at the corner of Thirteenth and Locust streets. He then

began investing quite extensively in real estate and the rise in land values,

owing to the rapid increase of population, brought to Mr. Montgall a hand-

some competence, making him a wealthy man. He was preeminently a bus-

iness man, energetic, enterprising and persevering. Above all he was strictly

honorable in everything that he did and naught was ever said against his

sterling integrity. For forty years he took a prominent part in the public
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affairs of Kansas City yet had no ambition in the line of office seek-

ing and always refused to serve in positions of public trust. Diiring

the war and at the time of the border troubles he w^as at the head

of a militia company and did gallant work in protecting the homes

of this vicinity. His early political allegiance was given to the whig party

but later he became a stanch democrat. He was moreover a strictly

temperate man, never using intoxicants nor tobacco in any form and

throughout his life his influence was found on the side of justice, truth and

right. His principles were so high, his conduct so manly and his sterling

worth so manifest that no man in Kansas City had more friends than Rufus

Montgall.
There existed an ideal relation between himself and his wife, who was

a noble Christian woman. She passed away about a year prior to the death

of her husband, who then said that he had nothing more to live for. for

though his son and daughter survived, they had married and gone to their

own homes. From them, however, he received the most filial affection and

he spent the last year of his life in the home of his son William, receiving

all the loving care and attention possible. In his death, which occurred

November 14, 1888, the entire community felt that he had suffered a severe

loss, such was his personal worth and his general usefulness. He was a

pioneer to whom the county owed much of its development and progress

and his name is inseparably interwoven with its history.

William H. Montgall acquired his education in the public schools of

Kansas City and was reared at -the family home, witnessing the development
and progress of Missouri's western metropolis. When he arrived at years of

maturity he was married here to Miss Sallie E. Ford, a native of this city and

a daughter of Lewis A. and Martha (Holmes) Ford who were nativas of

Shelby county, Kentucky, and came to Jackson county at a very early day,

casting in their lot among its pioneer residents. Mr. Ford first settled at AVest-

port, a suburb, and subsequently took up his abode on Delaware street near the

Junction building. He was a carpenter by trade, became a contractor and

assisted in the erection of many of the first business blocks of the city and

also a large number of the early residences and in the course of years he

became the leading contractor of the city, continuing in active connection

with its building operations until forced to retire a few years ago on account

of ill health and the loss of his eyesight three years ago. He is now totally

blind but manifests a most happy and contented spirit, and at the age of

eighty-five makes his home with his daughter, Mrs. Nannie Burrus, who re-

sides at Independence avenue. His Avife passed away several years ago.

Unto INIr. and Mrs. Montgall was born one son, Rufus Ford Montgall, a

graduato of the University of Pennsylvania and an intelligent and enter-

prising young man, who resides with his mother.

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Montgall settled on a farm

near Blue Springs in Jackson county, not far from Kansas City, and there

he carried on general agricultural pursuits for several years but his health

failed and occasioned his removal to the city about the time of his mother's

death. He afterward devoted his energies to the management of various
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business interests here. He became a stockholder in the Bank of Kansas

City and made judicious and extensive investments in real estate, owning

many line residences and valuable city property. He was a man of excellent

business and executive ability and of sound judgment, while, like his father,

his straightforward dealing was above question. He was a member of Cal-

vary Baptist church but took no active part in clubs or lodges, his interest

centering in his home, where he preferred to spend his leisure hours in the

enjoyment of the companionship of his little family and of congenial

friends. In politics he was a democrat but not an office seeker. His favor-^

ite recreation was hunting and with dog and gun he frequently went on

long hunting trips. After two weeks' illness he died March 20, 1890, his re-

mains being laid to rest by the side of his parents in the beautiful Elm-

wood cemetery. It would be difficult to name a citizen of Jackson county
who had more warm personal friends or who more thoroughly merited the

high esteem in which he was held than William H. Montgall.

Mrs. Montgall is also a member of the Calvary Baptist church and is

deeply interested in its growth and upbuilding. She resided at the corner

of Thirteenth and Locust streets until a few years ago, when she erected

her present fine stone residence at No. 1019 East Armour boulevard, where

she and her son now reside, this being one of the fine homes on the boule-

vard. She also spends much time visiting with her aged father at Inde-

pendence. Montgall street, a prominent residence thoroughfare of the city,

was named in honor nf the familv.

JAMES G. ADKINS.

By the death of James G. Adkins, on the 31st of July, 1897, Kansas City

sustained an irreparable loss, for he was one of its most honorable and upright
men. Death often removes from our midst men whom we can ill afford to

lose, whose lives have been all that is exemplary of the true and thereby the

really great citizen. Such a one was Mr. Adkins, whose whole career, both

business and social, served as a model to the young and an inspiration to

the aged. He shed a brightness around everything with which he came in

contact. His life was one of usefulness and of benevolence and the spirit

of kindliness, justice, generosity and of helpfulness permeated all that he did.

Mr. Adkins was born on the 10th of March, 1834, in Georgetown, Scott

county, Kentuck}^ and was but two years of age when his parents removed

to Clay county, Missouri, his father settling on a farm about two and a half

miles southwest of the town of Liberty. There he w^as reared as a farm lad,

enjoying the advantages of outdoor life, the freedom and the exercise upon
which so many successful careers have been based. He supplemented his

early education by study in William Jewell College, from which he was grad-
uated and after the completion of his education he engaged in the drug busi-

ness at Liberty for eight years
—from 1855 until 1863. Disposing of his

store, he became interested in freighting between the Missouri river, Denver
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and Salt Lake, continuing in that business until 1866, when he became identi-

fid with the Valley Woolen Mills, his business connection continuing until his

removal to Kansas City in 1880. In this way he contributed to the com-

mercial and industrial prosperity of Liberty and that he was one of its prom-
inent and influential citizens is also indicated by the fact that he was chosen

mayor of the town and was also elected to the office of sheriff of Clay county.

On coming to Kansas City he entered the Bank of Commerce, where he re-

mained for ten years, when he embarked upon an independent business

.venture, establishing an insurance agency as representative of the Mutual Re-

serve Insurance Company of New York and the Fidelity Life Insurance Com-

pany of Philadelphia. He soon succeeded in securing a good clientage and

annually wrote a large amount of insurance, being recognized as one of the

foremost insurance agents of the city.

Mr. Adkins was married in the year 1856 to Miss Mary Keller, of

Liberty, Missouri, and unto them were born two sons and two daughters.
The eldest son, Dr. James M. Adkins, is now a practicing physician of Kansas

City and the manager of the Grand Central Pharmacy at No. 404 Wyandotte

street, while his residence is at No. 333 Askew street. Charles, the second son,

is an insurance broker of Kansas City, and the daughters, Mrs. L. F. Rieger
and Miss Laura Adkins, also reside here.

While living in Liberty, Missouri, Mr. Adkins held membership in the

Baptist church and took much interest in church work. He was a very prom-
inent Odd Fellow, widely known in this connection throughout the state,

being grand high priest of the grand encampment, the second highest posi-

tion in that branch in the order. He also held high rank in the military

branch of the order, or canton, being lieutenant colonel, and his funeral

services were conducted with the honors of that organization. Perhaps no

better testimonial of his life work and his character can be given than to

present in full the resolutions of the Kansas City encampment passed at the

time of his death: "It is with a quivering hand and an aching heart that

we have to announce to this encampment the loss of one of its members, in

the past chief patriarch and grand high priest of this jurisdiction, James G.

Adkins, who died July 31, 1897. Death came to him suddenly and without

a moment's warning and took him away without an apparent struggle, in the

fullness of a strong, well matured manhood; and as the sad tidings came to

us it brought a shock not to be forgotten and a deep sadness that lingers about

our hearts.

"Patriarch Adkins was not only prominent in his physical manhood,
with his genial countenance, but prominent in intellect, in integrity, in moral

and religious influences, in his uncompromising and unrelenting defense of

honest convictions, in the positiveness and force of his character. Such men
are not forgotten but ahvays leave their impress and live in memory. As a

citizen he commanded universal respect. He was always active and influential

in favor of the elevation and purity of society and the highest degree of

morals. He was untiring and uncompromising in continuous war against

corrupting influences. We have lost his companionship and the realization

of that loss fills us with sadness. For a time we shall vainly long for the touch
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of the vanished hand and the sound of the voice that is still. He loved his

brethren and was ever gentle, kind and considerate to his fellowmen, regard-

less of wealth or station.

" 'He wounded none with jeer or jest, yet bore no honeyed tongue;
Was social with the gray-haired and merry with the young.
He gravely shared the council speech, or joined the rustic game,
And shone as Nature's gentleman in every place the same.'

''He was genial, companionable and sympathetic, and he who enjoyed
with him an intimate friendship had a friend indeed and in truth, who could

not be made to falter. He carried with him everywhere, in public and in

private, a large hearted charity; and while for the base and low his contempt
was always great, yet for the poor and unfortunate his heart was always melted

with tenderness and sympathy. He was broad and high in his conception
of religious attainment and Christian triumph; in his appreciation of God's

great plans and purposes ;
in man's elevation to a higher and better life.

"Patriarch Adkins became an Odd Fellow in 1856, being initiated into

Liberty Lodge, No. 49, at Liberty, Missouri. December 31, 1886, he placed
his membership in Kansas City Lodge, No. 257, at Kansas City. He became

a member of Clay encampment. No. 12, in 1858, and transferred his mem-

bership to this encampment December 30, 1886, where he held his mem-

bership the remainder of his days. His trueness, zeal and signal ability as

an Odd Fellow soon placed him upon the roll of honor and started him into

positions of preferment and prominence. He served for many years as dis-

trict deputy grand master and deputy grand patriarch; and step by step had

attained the honorable position of grand high priest. Wherever duty called

him, to near or distant lodges, whether through calm or stormy weather, his

response was ever prompt, hearty and cheerful. To know him was but to

love him as an Odd Fellow, and whoever came in contact with him, whether

the humblest or the proudest of the fraternity, it was but to feel the hearty

grasp of an open hand, the thrill and warmth of a great and generous heart.

He delighted to encourage the weak and exalt the humble. He made all

Odd Fellows feel, wherever he met them, that he was indeed their brother.

He was a safe adviser, a wise counselor, a faithful and efficient worker, and

an ever willing helper in the cause of Odd Fellowship. We who have so

often heard in the halls of Odd Fellows his familiar voice, his animated tone,

his strong arguments, his earnest appeals, as with the power of eloquence he

seemed to pour out his very soul in behalf of what he believed to be the

best interests of our great order, are deeply saddened today by the thought
that we can neither see nor hear him more on this earth. We look and listen

in vain, for he is gone. Gone to the glorious reward of the faithful; gone
where earnest labors have their rich reward; gone to where error sinks and

truth rises; gone where the false is banished, and true merit shines out for-

ever; gone where, upon his noble brow, throughout eternity there will be a

crown of victory. And as we now pause to bid him this formal yet truly

sad farewell, be it earnestly
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"Resolved, That the name of the Past Chief Patriarch and Grand High
Priest James G. Adkins be held sacred in our memories; that his loyalty, his

noble services, his efficient services in behalf of Odd Fellowship will not be

forgotten. That we prize the noble record of his life as a far greater heritage
than the rich mines of gold ;

that we shall always remember him as a brilliant

star in the firmament of Odd Fellowship; that we regard his pure life and
able services as a ceaseless benediction and an immeasureable treasure to our

great order; that we will hold dear his wise admonitions and seek to follow

his worthy example, and maintain that high standard, which, in his noble

life and character, he has presented for our imitation.

"Resolved, That this report be spread upon the records of this encamp-
ment."

CAPTAIN JOHN F. ENEBERG.

Captain John F. Eneberg, deceased, was the president of the Kansas

City Lumber Company and one of the leading business men of western Mis-

souri. With the passing years he prospered in his undertakings and, making

judicious investments in real estate, became the owner of property all over

the city. His residence here dated from 1880 and continued to the time of

his demise. He was a native of Sweden, born December 21, 1825. His

parents both died in that country during the boyhood of their son John, who
Avas the youngest and the last survivor of a family of brothers and sisters.

He attended public schools in his native country and at the age of fifteen

years started out in life on his own account, securing al clerkship in a grocery

store in his native town. He was thus connected with mercantile interests

there until twenty-eight years of age, when the favorable reports which he

had heard concerning America led him to the belief that he might have

better business opportunities in the new world. Accordingly he determined

to try his fortune in the United States and sailed for New York, whence ho

made his way direct to Lexington, Missouri. There he began in the grocery

business, which he conducted with success at' that point for some time. AVhile

there residing he was married on the 13th of November, 1854, to Mi~s

Emogene Jones, a native of Lexington, Missouri. Her parents were both

natives of Pennsylvania, whence they removed to Cincinnati, Ohio, and

afterward to Lexington, Missouri, being pioneers of the latter place, where

they resided until called to their final rest.

Captain Eneberg was engaged in the grocery business in Lexington at

the time of the outbreak of the Civil war. Almost immedintely afterward

he. enlisted and a few days later ho organized a company, of which he was

made captain. It was a part of McPherin's regiment and he served with his

command until the close of the war. Although he participated in many
hotly contested engagements he was never wounded, although the hard«hips
and rigors of war undermined his health. At the close of hostilities, without

receiving a formal discharge, he returned to Lexington and again became

connected with its business interests as a grocer. He likewise extended his
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energies to the lumber trade and at the same time was engaged in railroad

contracting, building six miles of the Chicago & Alton Railroad through

Lexington and vicinity.

About 1875 Captain Eneberg disposed of his business in Lexington and

in connection with a Mr. Bates founded a small town near by, on the line of

the recently constructed Chicago & Alton Railroad. They named the place

Bates City and there Captain Eneberg and Mr. Bates engaged in the lumber

business and in general trade for several years or until 1879, when they

suffered heavy losses by fire. The following year Captain Eneberg
removed to Kansas City, where in connection with two others he organized

the Kansas City Lumber Company, with offices and lumberyard at the corner

of Twentieth and Walnut streets. He was made president and treasurer of

the company and so continued in business until his health failed, when

in 1902 he decided to retire, although he still continued to hold the office

of treasurer of the company throughout his remaining days. During his

last several years he was in ill health. In connection with the lumber busi-

ness he likewise engaged in the real-estate business, making many purchases
and sales and owning much valuable property all over the city. With keen

discernment he recognized the opportunities for wise investment and was

seldom, if ever, at error in judging the value of property or its possibilities

for appreciation in price.

The life work of Captain Eneberg was brought to a close on the 7th of

July, 1904. He held several public offices in Lexington, including that of

alderman, and was a stanch republican in politics but never sought nor desired

office after he came to Kansas City. He belonged to the Knights of Pythias

fraternity and the lodge in which he h^ld membership conducted his funeral

services. He was also a charter member of the Commercial Club and was

ever greatly interested in the welfare and development of the city, cooperat-

ing with the club in many of its movements for municipal growth and prog-

ress. He was preeminently a self-made man and arose from an humble

position to one of wealth and affluence. He was very industrious, being at

his place of business at seven o'clock in the morning, while his evenings

were always spent at home. He gave close and assiduous attention to all of

the interests and details of his business and his wise judgment and keen

discernment were manifest in the success which attended him. In all of

his business dealings, too, he was thoroughly reliable and straightforward

and thus won an honored name.

Mrs. Eneberg is a member of the First Christian church of Kansas City.

She owns and occupies a nice residence at No. 1606 McGee street, w^hich was

built by Captain Eneberg in 1886. Her property interests are quite exten-

sive. She also owns three houses on West Eighteenth street, two at the corner

of Twenty-first and Penn streets, one on Twentieth street, one on Highland
street and one in Kansas City, Kansas, which properties are bringing to her

a very gratifying rental. She is the last of the old families who located in

the vicinity of Sixteenth and McGee streets in pioneer days. Since her hus-

band's death she has adopted a son, Tycho E. Gerdin, who is now twenty-six

years of age. He manages the business interests for his mother, cares for the
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property, makes collections and has been of much assistance to Mrs. Eneberg
in the control of her business interests. He is, moreover, a fine musician and

very popular in musical circles of the city.

On the death of Mr. Eneberg the following resolutions were passed:

Whereas, Death has removed from our midst John F. Eneberg on July

7, 1904; therefore, be it

Resolved, That in him the lumber interests of Kansas City have lost a

true friend and beloved associate, he having been identified with the lumber

trade of our city for a long period of years and having always found him an

honorable, upright and courteous gentleman; be it

Resolved, That we extend to his widow and family our heartfelt sym-

pathy in this, their darkest hour, and commend them to Him who doeth

all things well. Be it further

Resolved, As a mark of respect that a copy of these resolutions be sent

to the family and to the lumber trade journals. Hans Dierks,
W. D. Easley,
A. J. Martin.

GEORGE S. PUGH.

George S. Pugh, during a lifetime of intense and well directed activity,

w^as interested in all that promoted the commercial importance of Kansas City

and contributed not a little toward making the city the commercial and indus-

trial center w^hich it is today. For many years he was engaged in the foundry
business here, arriving in 1887, in which year he established a foundry on

the west levee, conducting the enterprise throughout his remaining days. He
was a native of England, born March 16, 1847. His father, Edward Pugh,
also owned and managed an iron foundry in the town of Willenhall, Eng-

land, about fifteen miles from Birmingham, conducting the enterprise suc-

cessfully throughout his life. Both he and his wife died there. The paternal

grandfather was also an iron merchant in England, and thus three successive

generations of the family had been connected with the same line of trade and

all have been worthy representatives of this great department of industrial

activity.

In the common schools of England George S. Pugh acquired his early

education and his opportunities were somewhat limited owing to the fact that

he was only ten years of age when his father died and he and his brothers

then had to begin work to support the mother and other members of the

family. Pie was employed in a foundry there as a common laborer until

1864, when thinking to find better business opportunities in the new world

he crossed the Atlantic to America. He was just seventeen years of age when,
with four of his brothers, he came to the United States. They settled at

Mineral Ridge, Ohio, where all five secured positions in the blast furnaces of

Jonathan Warner, the well known iron manufacturer. George S. Pugh was
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employed as manager at this furnace, his previous experience well qualifying
him for the position. All of his brothers are now deceased.

It was while residing in Ohio that Mr. Pugh was married to Miss Mar-

garet S. Burson, a native of Mineral Ridge, whose parents resided in that

locality throughout their entire lives, Mr. Burson being engaged in farming.

Following his marriage Mr. Pugh continued as manager of the Jonathan

Warner Blast furnace at Mineral Ridge, Ohio, for fifteen years, and seeking
a broader field of labor, one in which he would have opportunity to engage
in business on his own account, he came to Kansas City in 1887. Here he

established the Pugh Foundry Company, of which he became president, the

plant being located at Nos. 9 to 21 West Levee. The beginning was small

but the business built up gradually and soon assumed extensive proportions,

this being now the largest plant of the kind in the city, furnishing employ-
ment to many workmen. The company manufactures all kinds of castings

and makes a specialty of window weights, having manufactured all the

weights for the large buildings of Kansas City and other western cities. Mr.

Pugh gave close attention to the business and its development and always
had firm faith in the successful outcome of his enterprise. He was notably

prompt, energetic and reliable, never making engagements that he did not

fill nor incurring obligations that he did not meet. He always maintained a

high standard in his business life and relations, and the house which he

founded has from the beginning borne an unassailable reputation for integ-

rity and reliability in all transactions.

Mr. Pugh voted with the republican party, but the emoluments and

honors of office had no attraction for him. He belonged to the Hyde Park

Christian church, of which his wife is still a member, and his life by precept,

example and influence furthered all those worthy causes which had for their

object the development of the city along social, intellectual and moral lines.

He died very suddenly March 7, 1904. His life was a credit to the city and

his labors a tangible element in the commercial prosperity. He made many
friends among his business associates and won the warm esteem of all with

whom he came in contact in other relations of life.

JOHN TITUS.

John Titus belongs to that class of Kansas City's citizens whose connec-

tion with its business life and its social and moral interests makes him a repre-

sentative resident and one whose work is widely acknowledged by his fellow-

men. He is well known here as an optician, doing business at No. 927 Walnut
street. His birth occurred in Cincinnati, Ohio, February 22, 1864, his parents

being John and Mary J. (Sterrett) Titus. The father was a native of Brook-

lyn, New York, and the mother of Cincinnati, Ohio. Removing westward,
Mr. Titus became a wholesale grocer of Cincinnati, where he conducted a

growing and prosperous business for many years, but is now living retired.
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making his home in Glendale, Ohio, where he has resided since his marriage.
His wife, however, passed away on the 22d of February, 1905.

John Titus was reared in his j)arents' home and is indebted to the schools

of Glendale for the education he acquired. In 1881 he secured a position in

the wholesale house of E. J. Wilson & Company, dealers in coffee and spices,

and remained with that firm for seven years, working his way gradually up-
ward to positions of responsibility. In 1888 he resigned in order to remove

to Chicago, where he engaged in business as manufacturers' agent, being thus

employed for three years. On the expiration of that period he took up the

study of ophthalmology through the International School of Optics, of Lon-

don, Ontario, and was graduated in the spring of 1894, He then came to

Kansas City, since which time he has been engaged in the optical business

here, and is today one of the well known and successful representatives of his

profession in Kansas City. He is thoroughly familiar with the science which

underlies the business and has given general satisfaction to his patrons, so that

his trade is constantly increasing.

Mr. Titus was married June 27, 1894, to Miss Elizabeth Sims, of Kansas

City, who was a native of Cincinnati, Ohio. They now have one child, Ster-

rett Sims. The family residence is at No. 3315 Wabash avenue, where Mr.

Titus owns a modern home. He is a member of the Knife and Fork Club,

of Kansas City, and a republican in politics, while his religious faith is indi-

cated by his membership in the Central Presbyterian church. He has never

sought to figure prominently before the public in any light, but has put a

correct valuation upon the opportunities and conditions of life, both in its

business and social relations, and his influence is ever found on the side of

progress and improvement.

HOWARD VANDERSLICE.

Howard Vanderslice, president of the Vanderslice-Lynds Mercantile

Company, has important and varied business interests, such as demand the

control of a man of master mind, who not only follows in the business paths

that others have marked out, but institutes new methods of commercial

activity, and in so doing gives proof of his sound business judgment. A^ari-

ous enterprises have profited by his cooperation or been promoted by his

purposeful spirit. He was born in Georgetown, Kentucky, April 8, 1853.

His father, Thomas J. Vanderslice, was also a native of that place, first

opening his eyes to the light of day November 10, 1827, in the house where

his son Howard was also born. The mother bore the maiden name of Sarah

J. Birchfield and was a native of Franklin county, born near Frankfort,

Kentucky, Februai-y 20, 1834. They were married June 5, 1857. The
father died March 18, 1902, and the mother November 12, 1878. In the

family were fourteen children, of whom five are still living: William, of

Pueblo, Colorado; Samuel I., a resident of Denver, Colorado; Russell M.,
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of MeniphLs, Tennessee; and Maggie, the wife of T. H. Moore, a traveling

salesman of Chicago.
The other member of the family is Howard ^^anderslice, who came

west with his parents and grandfather, Major Daniel Vanderslice, on the

1st of August, 1853. The family home Avas established in Doniphan county,

Kansas, w^hither Major Vanderslice was sent as Indian agent for the Sac

and Fox tribes. Thomas J. Vanderslice there engaged in farming and also

conducted a general store.

Howard Vanderslice spent his boyhood days upon the western plains,

and after mastering the elementary branches of learning in the district

schools he attended the Highland University at Highland, Kansas. At the

age of nineteen he put aside his text-books and left home, going to Iowa

Point, Kansas, in 1872. There he spent nine years as telegraph operator
and depot agent, and in 1881 he formed a partnership with Milton Em-
merson of that place under the firm style of Emmerson & Vanderslice. They

engaged in purchasing grain at AVhite Cloud, Kansas, until 1890, when Mr.

Vanderslice came to Kansas City, where two years before he had established

a feed, coal and ice business. After his arrival here he extended the scope

of his activities by establishing a grain commission house and forming a

partnership with John H. Lynds under the firm style of the Vanderslice-

Lynds Mercantile Company, of which he is still president. They began
business on a small scale, but are today one of the largest grain commission

firms of the city. They also own a large ice plant at Eighteenth and Olive

streets, and in June, 1907, purchased the controlling interest in the Central

Ice Company, conducting the most extensive business in that commodity
in the city. Of the company Mr. Vanderslice has since been president.

Their annual sales of coal, ice, feed and grain reach an extensive figure and
return a gratifying profit on the capital invested. Mr. Vanderslice is also

largely interested in mining and oil properties, being a director in the Lucky
Tiger Mining Company, .

whose mines are located two hundred and fifty

miles south of Douglas, Arizona, in the Montezuma district of Mexico, with

offices in Kansas City. He is likewise a stockholder in the Chanute Oil Re-

finery and the Exchange Oil Companj^ both of Chanute, Kansas, and of the

latter is treasurer. He also has various other interests, which constitute

him one of the leading and successful business men of Kansas City. In

January, 1874, Mr. Vanderslice was married to Miss Minnie E. Flinn, a

daughter of William D. Flinn. of Iowa Point, Kansas. He is a Mason and

a Shriner, holding membership in Smithton Lodge, No. 1, A. F. & A. M.,
of Highland, Kansas, the first lodge organized in that state, and of which
his father and grandfather were charter members. He also belongs to Orient

chapter, R. A. M., Oriental commandery, K. T., and Ararat Temple of the

Mystic Shrine of Kansas City. He is connected with the Commercial Club,
the American Merchants' & Manufacturers' Association and the Evanston
Golf Club, all of Kansas City. His political allegiance was formerly given
to the democracy, but he is now independent in politics. During President

Cleveland's first administration he was appointed and served as postmaster
of White Cloud, Kansas. He and his wife are prominent socially in the
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community, being people of many friends.' In manner Mr. Vanderslice is

plain and unassuming and possesses a genial, social nature. He is liberal

minded and public spirited, recognizing and fulfilling his duties and obliga-

tions in community affairs and in individual relations, and while he has

prospered, the most envious cannot grudge him his success, so justly has it

been won and so worthilv used.

EDWARD DOUGLAS KIRK.

Edward Douglas Kirk is a member of the firm of McAnany & Kirk,

conducting a detective agency in Kansas City, in which connection they have

done excellent work in the capture of those wanted by reason of some in-

fringement of the laws of the land. He Avas born in Amboy, Illinois, De-

cember 28, 1863. His father, Owen Kirk, was a native of the north of Ire-

land, born in 1832. About 1855 he came to America, settling in Brooklyn,
New York, but after a short time removed to Amboy, Illinois, where he fol-

lowed farming until his removal to Kansas City in 1866. With his family

and about twenty-five other Illinois people and their families he made the

trip overland. Upon arriving here they camped at what is now the corner

of Twelfth and Tracy streets, finding here but a little village of small pro-

portions and with but little promise of commercial and industrial development.
Mr. Kirk bought a block of ground on Holmes between Thirteenth and

Fourteenth streets, on which he erected a house. He then engaged in teaming
and hauled all the sand used in the construction of the old St. James, Lindell,

Madison and other leading hotels of those pioneer times. He married Cathryne

McAnany, at Amboy, Illinois, a native of the north of Ireland. Her father

died when she was quite small and her mother afterward married an English

peer. Following the second marriage of her mother and when she was fifteen

years of age Mrs. Kirk ran away from home and came to America, bringing
with her Nicholas McAnany, her youngest brother. They crossed the Atlantic

with a sea captain who was an old friend of the family. A few months later

Cathryne McAnany made another trip to Ireland and returned to America

with her two other brothers, Phillip and Patrick. These children thus grew

up in America and became useful and honored citizens. Phillip McAnany
eventually went to California, where he died a few years ago after having
amassed a large fortune. Nicholas passed away a few years ago in Kansas

City, while Patrick is still living on a farm at Merriam, Kansas. After reach-

ing womanhood Cathryne McAnany gave her hand in marriage to Owen Kirk

and they now reside near Fairmount Park, where they own a fine farm.

Edward Douglas Kirk acquired his education as a pupil in the public

schools of Kansas City and in his early business career he and his brother

Phillip associated themselves with their father in the transfer business, in

which they continued for fifteen years. In 1886 Edward D. Kirk removed to

a farm near Merriam, Kansas, whereon he resided for two years and then

again came to this city. He was elected constable on the democratic ticket
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ill the fall of 1891 and served for a term of two years, after which he invested

in a .-table of race horses, which he owned for four years, meeting with very
desirable success in this venture. Subsequently he purchased a half interest

in the Home Detective Agency, with which he was associated until June, 1906,
Avhen he sold his interest to his partner. Whig Keashler.

Mr. Kirk then entered the employ of the Metropolitan Street Raihvay

Company in the claim department, where he continued for a little more than

a year, when he resigned to form a partnership with Thomas P. McAnany, a

cousin, in the detective business. The firm of ^IcAnany & Kirk now have

offices elegantly fitted up in the Xew' York Life building. The senior partner
served the city as a detective for fourteen years and resigned to engage in

business for himself. He is recognized as one of the shrewdest detectives in

the country and stands high in the profession, being accounted also one of

the most respected citizens here. Mr. Kirk has also had several years' experi-

ence as a detective and has met with excellent success in that work. His life

has been of an exemplary character and his friends are many and loyal.

On the 4th of June, 1884, at Independence, Missouri, the marriage of

Mr. Kirk and Miss Mary E. Brown was celebrated by the Rev. Dr. Proctor, an

Episcoi^al rector. Her father, J. K. Brown, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, was

a prominent merchant and stock raiser. Mrs. Kirk came to Kansas City in

1881 after having graduated from Warrensburg (Mo.) University and taught
for four years in the AVashington school in Kansas City. She is a member
of the First Presbyterian church here and Air. Kirk was reared in the Catholic

faith. Fraternally he is connected with the Woodmen of the World.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kirk has been born a daughter, Mary Anderson Kirk,

whose birth occurred in Kansas City, December 14, 1893, and who is now a

pupil in the public schools here. Mr. Kirk owns an acre of ground at Seventy-
fifth and Alain streets, on which he erected a substantial residence in 1906.

He also has a half interest in a farm of seven hundred acres in Aliami county,

Kansas. His political allegiance is given to the democracy. He i«; well

known in Kansas City as a man of activity and enterprise and moreover has

gained much more than local fame by reason of his detective work.

GEORGE HERBERT BUNTING.

It is needless to say anything introductory of the president of the Bunt-

ing-Stone Hardware Company, of Kansas City, for few men of his years are

more widely known and none more deserves the respect and confidence which

are uniformly tendered them. A native of Galveston, Texas, born on the 19th

of October, 1873, George Herbert Bunting is a son of the Rev, Dr. Robert

Franklin Bunting, an eminent minister, soldier, editor and educator, who was

graduated from the AVashington and Jefferson College and also from Prince-

ton University. He was born in Pennsylvania of English parentage and

became one of the famous Texas Rangers, and was the first man to receive a

commission as chaplain in the Confederate army. He was also in charge of
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two hospitals during the period of the war. He became very prominent in

the I'resbyterian ministry and also through his connection with educational

work, and his life was a vital force in the intellectual and moral development
of the south. For many years he edited the Southwestern Presbyterian and

was a large contributor to religious and scientific publications elsewhere in the

countr3\ He was a second cousin of General U. S. Grant and died in the

year 1891. His wife, who in maidenhood was Chrissenda Sharpe, was a

daughter of William Linton Sharpe, widely known as an iron manufacturer

and philanthropist. He was for many years a Presbyterian elder of Steuben-

ville, Ohio, and at one time was president of the Scotch-Irish Society of

America, being of Scotch-Irish lineage. His life work touched the lives and

interests of many and in all that he did he was actuated by broad humani-
tarian principles. T\vo of his sons gained distinction in the Presbyterian

ministry, the late Dr. J. Henry Sharpe, of Philadelphia, and Dr. Samuel L.

Sharpe, who died when engaged in missionary work in South America. The
mother of Mrs. Bunting was a direct descendant of the well known Mc-

Intoshes, of Scotland.

The family of Rev. Dr. Robert F. Bunting and his wife numbered five

sons and a daughter, all of whom are living, namely : William Miller, who
is associated with his brother George in business; Dr. Henry S. Bunting, a

physician, author and publisher, of Chicago; Robert F., who is engaged in

commercial pursuits at Montgomery, Alabama; Dr. Charles Clarke Bunting,
a practicing physician, of New York city; and Bella Nina, the wife of Charles

A. Shaeffer, of Kansas City.

The other member of the family, George Herbert Bunting, was educated

in the public schools of Nashville, Tennessee, to which city he accompanied
his parents on their removal when he was ten years of age, his father serving

as pastor of the First Presbyterian church there for many years. The son

also pursued a college course there and during his college days was i^rominent
in athletic and social life. He likewise edited various college publications and

is still an associate editor, being contributor to the college paper, on which

some member of his family has held a position for the past twenty years. Mr.

Bunting is likewise a member of the varsity foot ball, baseball and track

teams and for several years held the southern inter-collegiate record for half

mile and mile runs. His college days being ended, he entered n\n>n his busi-

ness career as a traveling salesman for a Chicago house, which he represented
in thirteen southern states. While in that position he chose Kansas City as

the place of his future residence and upon resigning his position as commer-
cial traveler in the spring of 1897 he took u)) liis abode here and has since

been identified with its business interests. Seven years ago he organized the

Bunting-Stone Hardware Company, of whicli he is president, witli John C.

Stone as vice president; W. M. Bunting, treasurer; and Fred W. Ahiuee. secre-

tary. They began business in a modest way, but today the establishment is

one of the largest hardware houses of the city and the trade in both the retail

and wholesale fields is very extensive. Their up-town store is at No. 804-6

Walnut street, while their wholesale house is at No. 2012-14-16-18 Baltimore

avenue, and they are represented on the road by salesmen who cover seven
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states. The business has had substantial growth and is today one of the im-

portant commercial enterprises of Kansas City.

On the 30th of September, 1900, Mr. Bunting was married to Miss

Marjorie, daughter of A. H. Munger, president of the Burnham-Hanna-Mun-

ger Dry Goods Company, of Kansas City. They have three children : Albert

Munger, Barbara and George H., Jr., now in their sixth, fourth and second

years, respectively.

Mr. Bunting is a member of the University Club, the Midday Club, the

Commercial Club, the Manufacturers and Merchants Association and the

Sigma Alpha Epsilon, a college fraternity, of which his father and all his

brothers are likewise members. He is also president of the Kansas City
Alumni Association. In politics he is independent and his religious faith is

that of the Presbyterian church. A lover of horses and of country life, he

Jives across the Missouri river in Clay county, where he has one hundred acres

of land under cultivation, surrounding a beautiful, modern residence, which

he erected a few years ago. While an active and successful business man, he

does not believe in the concentration of his energies upon business interests

alone, recognizing the value of rest and recreation and of divided interests.

His business prominence and personal worth alike entitle him to mention

with the representative men of Kansas City.

IRA G. HEDRICK.

Ira G. Hedrick, a civil engineer, who is making a specialty of the build-

ing of bridges and viaducts, was born April 6, 1868, in West Salem, Edwards

county, Illinois, his parents being Henderson and Mary Ann (Bryan) Hed-

rick. The father, born in 1837, was a farmer by occupation, whose great-

grandfather Hedrick came from Holland and founded the family in New
York in 1755. The mother was a daughter of Gideon Bryan, of Clay county,
Illinois.

At the usual age Ira G. Hedrick became a pupil in the public schools

of his native town and when he had completed the course there he continued

his studies as a preparation for business life in the Arkansas State University,,

where he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Civil Engineering in

1892, while in 1901 the degree of Civil Engineer was conferred upon him.

In 1898 he received the degree of Bachelor of Science and in 1899 that of

Doctor of Science in McGill University, at Montreal, Canada. In October,

1892, he put his technical knowledge to the practical test by entering business

as a civil engineer in connection with J. A. L. Waddell, at Kansas City, con-

tinuing as his assistant until 1898, when he became assistant to the chief

engineer of the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railway. A year later he

formed a partnership with Dr. Waddell under the firm style of Waddell &
Hedrick. They did a large amount of important bridge work, including
the bridges over the Missouri river at St. Charles, Missouri

;
at Jefferson City,

Missouri; and East Omaha, Nebraska: over the Miami river at Toledo, Ohio;
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the Red river at Index, Texas, and at Alexandria, Louisiana; over the Frazer

river at New Westminster, Britisli Cohnnbia; over the Arkansas river and

the White river in Arkansas, and all bridges on the Vera Cruz & Pacific Rail-

road, and many large bridges for the International and Great Northern

Railwav in Texas. Thev designed and constructed the Inter-City viaduct at

Kansas City and were consulting engineers to the Boston Elevated Railroad.

Their work was of a most important character, the firm having no superior

in bridge building in the entire country. In January, 1907, they dissolved

partnership and Mr. Hedrick is now in business alone as a consulting en-

gineer. He is president of the Kansas City Viaduct and Terminal Railway

Company.
Mr. Hedrick has made continuous advancement since he took up the

study of civil engineering and is now connected with the most important
societies for the advancement of knowledge of this character, including the

American Society of Civil Engineers, the Canadian' Society of Civil En-

gineers, the Institute of Civil Engineers of London, England, and is an hon-

orary member of the Rensselaer Society of Civil Engineers. He likewise

belongs to the Society for the Promotion of Engineering Education.

On the 10th of February, 1889, Ira G. Hedrick was married to Louisa

N. Luther, a daughter of Newton J. Luther, of Washington county, Arkansas,

and they have one son and two daughters. During the fifteen years of his

practice as a representative of the profession of civil engineering Ira G. Hed-

rick has advanced to a most prominent place, being recognized as the peer

of the ablest members of the profession in the United States, while his admis-

sion to foreign societies of this character indicates the regard evinced for his

technical ability in European lands.

RICHARD GENTRY.

Richard ( icntry was boni in l)onii(' county, ^lis^ouri, November 11,

1846. Ho was reared on a farm and received his early education at a log

•schoolhonsc in the conntry. In 1863 he was sent to the Kemper school for

boys at Boonville, Missouri, where he remained until the fall of 1864, when

he left school to join General Price's army, who was tlicn making his famous

raid through Missonri. He served as private and sergeant major until the

close of the Civil war. in Company A, Colonel AVilliams' Regiment, and in

General Shelby's Brigade. He was engaged in tlio battles of Sedalia, West-

port, Pleasanton and Newtonia.

On his return lionic to Colninbia. Missoni'i, in 186;"), he entered the Mis-

souri State University, from which institution he was graduated in 1868.

Having adopted civil engineering as a jjrofc.^-ion, he at once obtained a posi-

tion on the surveys of the Chillicothe & Oinaha Railroad, which were com-

menced at Omaha. In 1860 and 1870 he was with the Louisiana &. Mis-

souri River Railroad and l)nilt a division of the Callaway county brancli of

that road, now the Chicago & Alton. In 1872 and 1873 he was stationed at
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Little Rock, Arkansas, in charge of a division of construction of the Cairo

& Fulton Railroad, now the Iron Mountain Railroad. He built the Iron

Mountain Railroad bridge over the Arkansas river at Little Rock as a part

of his division.

He was married November 11, 1873, to Susan E. Butler, a daughter of

Martin Butler, of Callaway county, Missouri, and lived in Mexico, Missouri,

and engaged in farming and banking until 1880. In 1879 and 1880 he

became interested in mining in Colorado and promoted successfully several

large mining enterprises. He sold to Senator John P. Jones, of Nevada, and

Senator Stej)hen B. Elkins and others a group of mines at Rico, Colorado,

and the.se gentlemen organized two large companies on these properties in

the winter of 1879-80.

In 1880 he moved to Kansas City, Missouri, became interested in bank-

ing and cattle ranching in Colorado, and later in 1885 invested largely in

Kansas City real estate, most of which he sold at handsome profits before the

decline in values began in 1887. He built his present residence at 2600

Troost avenue in 1882.

In 1889 he was one of the incorporators of the Kansas City, Nevada &
Fort Smith Railroad, now the Kansas City Southern, and was its first chief

engineer and general manager and one of its largest stockholders.

In the fall of 1895 he retired from his connection with this railroad,

having sold his interests. Under his management the first three hundred

miles were built and operated, and the next two hundred miles were located

and pa,rtly constructed.

In 1899 ^Ir. Gentry engaged in the manufacture of shoes in Kansas

City, which did not prove very successful and was soon discontinued. Since

that time he has not engaged in business requiring his? personal supervision.

He is now interested in the Tombstone consolidated mines of Arizona, in the

Perigrina mines of Guanajuato, Mexico, aiid in coalmines of Indian Terri-

tory and Arkansas, and also in the manufacture of Portland cement in Kan-

sas and Iowa.

Mr. Gentry is a man of good business judgment, of very good financial

abilitv and has alwavs loved large transactions. He was reared an old-school

Presbyterian but in later life has become more liberal and inclines toward

LTnitarianism and the Higher Criticism. In politics he was a democrat from

his youth, but in 1896 he opposed Mr. Bryan and his free silver platform
and has voted for the republican candidate for president ever since and may
be called an independent in politics. He was one of the charter members
of the society of the Sons of the Revolution in Kansas City, Missouri. In

1899 he was elected president and historian of the Gentry Family Associa-

tion of the United States, at the Gentry reunion of that year. He has now
in manuscript, ready for the printer, a history and genealogy of the Gentry

Family of America.

He is a strong believer in and an 'advocate of higher education. All

of his six children entered college directly from the high schools of Kansas

City, two daughters were graduated from Vassar College and his two sons

were graduated from Yale University.
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Mr. Gentry i.- a son of Richard Harrison Gentry and Mary Wvatt, bis

Avife, of Colnnibia, ^lissonri, and a grandson of Major General Richard

Gentry and Ann Hawkins, his wife, of Columbia, Missouri, who seryed in

the war of 1812 -with the Kentucky volunteers under General Harrison, and

was an ensign at the glorious victory at the battle of the Thames. In 1833

General Gentry coiiimanded the Missourians in the Black Hawk Indian war,

and in 1837 he commanded a regiment of Missouri volunteers in the Florida

war and \yas killed at the head of his regiment December 25, 1837, at the

decisive battle of Okeechobee. Gentry county, Missouri, was so named in his

honor by the state legislature. General Gentry was a son of Richard Gentry
and Jane Harris, his wUe, of Kentucky, early pioneers from Virginia

through Cumberland Gap and over the Wilderness trail. Richard Gentry
of Kentucky Avas a soldier of the Revolution and \vas present at the surrender

of Lord Cornwallis at YorktoAvn. The next ancestoi*s in the Gentry line were

David Gentry, of Albemarle county, Virginia, and his wife, Mary Estes.

His father was Nicholas Gentry, of Albemarle county, Ijorn in l'i97 in New
Kent county, Virginia, and died in 1779, a son of Nicholas Gentry, of Han-

over county,
—the immigrant of 1677—the first Gentry to settle in America.

Mr. Gentry, our subject, is also a descendant of the prominent Wyatt

family of Virginia and England through his mother, Mary Wyatt ;
and

through his grandmother, Ann HaAvkins, he is a descendant of William

Hawkins, the great sea captain, the father of Admiral Sir John Hawkins.

Through his great-grandmother, Jane Harris, he is a descendant of Robert

Overton, of England, one of Oliver Cromwell's generals, and of Colonel Wil-

liam Claibourne, colonial secretary of Virginia. He is also descended from

the Peytons and Smiths of Virginia and England—two of the most prom-
inent early Virginia families—through his ancestor, Peyton Smith, of

Spottsylvania county, A^irginia, who died there in 1782. Mr. Gentry's chil-

dren are Elizabeth, Richard H., Ruth R., Mary, Helen and Martin Bntl'>r.

EUGENE R. LEWIS, :\L D.

Many accord to the i:>ractice of medicine the highest place in the profes-

sions as being of the greatest usefulness to mankind. It is undoubtedly true

that it is less commercialized than any other calling, and the successful physi-

cian is without exception found to be a man not only of broad scholarly attain-

ments but of dec)) human sympathy, manifesting at all times a spirit of

helpfulness toward his fellowiiicii. Dr. Eugene R. Lewis, whose life work was

one of untiring activity and great usefulness, won well earned distinction as

a practitioner and also as the founder of the University Medical College. He
was a representative of a family di-linguished for .^crvice in this ])rofession.

His father, his wife and both her parents, together with several other repre-

sentatives of their respective families, were all representatives of the medical

fraternity. Dr. Lewis arrived in Kansas City in Alay, 1874, being at that

time but twenty-one years of age.
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He was a native of Randolph county, Missouri, born June 7, 1853, and

a son of Dr. Richard K. and Emma Duke (Wight) Lewis, the latter a native

of Shelbyville, Kentucky, and the former of Glasgow, ^lissouri. The father

was a graduate physician at the age of twenty-two and became a very able

and prominent surgeon, joracticing the greater part of his life in Randolph

county, Missouri. He died in Fayette, this state, both he and his wife passing

away when their son Eugene was but six years of age.

Liberal educational jDrivileges were afforded Dr. Eugene R. Lewis, who,
after attending the public schools of his native county, became a student in

Pritchard College, in Glasgow^, Missouri. He afterward AA^ent to Fayette, this

state, where he attended the Central Medical College, being graduated there-

from with the class of 1872. He w^as graduated from the Jefferson Melical

College in ]March, 1874, and came direct to Kansas City, where he opened an

office and began practice, nor was he long in demonstrating his ability to cope

with the intricate problems which continually confront the physician and

surgeon. Gradually his practice grew until it assumed very extensive pro-

portions and was also of a most important character.

In 1880 Dr. Lewis was married in Montgomery county, Missouri, to Miss

Nannie Pitman, a daughter of Dr. H. "W. and Betty Mary (Smith) Pitman,
the latter a native of A'irginia and the former of Missouri. Pier father en-

gaged in the practice of medicine in Montgomerj' county during the greater

part of his life and there he passed away at the age of seventy-five years. His

wife Avas the first woman to take a degree in the School of Pharmacy in Phila-

delphia. She is now seventy-six years of age and makes her home wdth Mrs.

Lewis, being a very bright and active Avoman, AA'hose faculties are practically

unimpaired. Her daughter Nannie Avas a student in Lindenw^ood College, at

St. Charles, Missouri, from Avhich she Avas graduated. She Avon the jNIaster

of Arts degree, and desiring to acquaint herself Avith the medical science she

attended the Women's Medical College in Kansas City and was graduated in

the class of 1898. She opened an office in the Bank of Commerce. Three

children were born unto them, but the eldest, Mary Duke, died in infancy.

Richard P. and Eugene R. are living with their mother and are now students

in the University Medical College, Avith the intention of becoming active mem-
bers of the profession, which has claimed so many representatives in both the

paternal and maternal ancestral lines. Dr. LcAAds Avas one of the founders of

this uniA'ersity and also of the hospital here, filling the office of steward for a

time. He paid for the charter and Avas manager for four years. At the time

of his death he was president of the Women's Medical College and Mrs. Lewis

was dean of the same. His pronounced ability, his broad learning and his

fitness for leadership aatII qualified him for the position of prominence that

AA^as accorded him as a medical educator and also a^ a practitioner. For tAvelve

years he Avas treasurer of the International Association of Railway Surgeons
and one of the founders of the same. He Avas likcAvise secretary of the Ameri-

can Health Association at the time its meeting was held in Kansas City in

1890—a most successful convention, due largely to the efforts of Dr. Lewis,

Avho Avas a member of all the prominent medical societies of the city and for

three years was city physician.
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Dr. Lewies gave his political allegiance to the democracy and was ap-

pointed coroner, but his interest in politics was that of a public-spirited citizen

and not an office seeker. He attained high rank in Masonry, becoming
identified with the consistory and the commandery, and h^ wa^ also n, c^om-

ber of the Knights of Pythias lodge. He held membership in the Washing-,
ton Street Methodist Episcopal church and died in that faith June 8, 1901,

at the age of forty-eight years. Although his life span covered less than a

half century, he accomplished much that has left an indelible impress upon
the life of the city in various phases that led to improvement. He was one

of the vanguard in the onward march of progress that has characterized the

medical profession in recent years and as founder of the Medical University

and as president of the Women's College the influence of his service is im-

measurable.

CHARLES W. PYLE, M. D.

Dr. Charles W. Pyle, who, with an exclusive office practice, makes a

specialty of nervous and chronic diseases, was born in Lee county, Iowa, Feb-

ruary 27, 1864. His father, Dr. Edward C. Pyle, a native of Pennsylvania,

removed to Iowa in 1854, locating at Keokuk, where he engaged in the prac-

tice of medicine. After leaving Pennsylvania, however, he took up his abode

in Richmond, Indiana, where he remained until removing to Keokuk about

1854. He married Addie Wickersham, a native of Pennsylvania, who arrived

in Iowa in 1851, prior to her marriage. She is a representative of an old

family of York, Pennsylvania, whence she came to the middle west with lu'r

father, Thomas Wickersham, who with his two sons opened a foundry, which

he conducted up to the time of his death in 1882. The death of Dr. EdAvard

C. Pyle occurred at Farmington, Iowa, in 1888, and his widow, still surviving

him, now makes her home with her son, Charles W.
In the public schools of Centerville, Iowa, Dr. C. W. Pyle pui*sued his

education until he completed the high-school course with the class of 1880.

He also spent four years in the state university at Iowa City, from which he

was graduated in March, 1884, with the M. D. degree. He then located in

Van Buren county, Iowa, where he practiced for several years, after which

he spent a year in travel and in post-graduate study. In 1888 he arrived in

Missouri, locating at Rich Hill, whence in 1896 hv removed to Kansas City.

Since that time he has been engaged in special office i)ractice, devoting his

attention largely to nervous and chronic diseases. In 190?) ho became inter-

ested in the promotion of the Keysall Chemical Company, assuming its man-

agement, and now controls the ])usiness in coniuH'tion with cnrrving on his

]irofessional work. The business of the chemical company is exclusively a

physicians' specialty line and the trade has now extended over the entire

country.

Dr. Pyle was married in \Varrens])urg, Missouri. .June 28, 1905, to Miss

Katlici'inc Brown, a daughter of Judge John \\\ Brown, who had been a

resident of Warrensl)urg since 1865. Dr. Pyle has for eighteen years been an
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Odd Fellow and has filled all the chairs in both the subordinate lodge and the

encampment. He holds one of the first certificates of membership to the

Modern Woodmen in Missouri and has also held all of the offices in that

order. He is well known in those organizations, w^here he has gained many
friends.

JAMES HEWSON.

Among those who have contributed to Kansas City's business develop-
ment is numbered James Hewson, now deceased. Arriving here in 1869, he

was identified with its commercial, manufacturing and financial interests—
a prominent representative of that type of American citizens who, while ad-

vancing individual prosperity also promote the public good. The success

which attended him through many j^ears of active relation with business

affairs enabled him in his later years to live retired. He was a native of

Canada, born near Toronto, February 26, 1841, his parents always remaining
residents of that country. Having attended the public schools of his native

city, he afterward pursued a college course, w^hich he completed by gradua-
tion and was thus well qualified by liberal education for life's practical and

responsible duties.

While still a resident of Toronto Mr. Hew^son was married to Miss

Eleanor A. Austin, also a native of Canada, born near Toronto, where her

parents always resided. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hewson were born four children,

all yet living: Eleanor, now the wife of Edward L. Foutch, vice president
and treasurer of the B. R. Electric & Telei)hone Manufacturing Company of

this city, their home being with her mother, Mrs. Hewson
; Sarah, the wife of

W. T. Vaughn, of Clinton, Iowa; Myrtle, the wife of Ralph Parker, secretary

and treasurer of the People's Supply Company, their home being at No. 204

Garfield street; and Lotta, who resides with her mother.

Mr. and Mrs. Hewson made their home in Toronto until they crossed the

border to the United States to enjoy the business opportunities of the new

world, Avith its livelier competition and advancement more quickly secured.

Establishing their home in Kansas City, Mr. Hewson entered business circles

as a dry goods merchant at the corner of Eighth and Main streets, where he

conducted his store for about a year. He then sold out and erected a large

building at the corner of Third and Main streets, where he began the manu-
facture of baking powder and various kinds of flavoring extracts. That enter-

prise proved profitable and he continued therein for about ten years. He
afterward erected what will always be known as the Hewson building, a large

office structure, at Nos. 1016 and 1018 Walnut street. In this building he

conducted an insurance business with, excellent success until about 1900, when
he gave up all active business enterprises, his time being devoted merely to the

supervision of his invested interests. He thus through the last five years of

his life practically lived retired, his former activity, energy and w^ell-directed

laljor having made him one of the prosperous residents of the city. His la~t

illness was of only three days' duration and his death occurred in the South
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Side Hospilal, September 20, 1905, his remains being interred in Forest

Hill cemetery.
In politic.-- Mr. Hew.-on \va- a .stalwart r;^'pulilican. lliorouulily in sympa-

thy with the principles and p;)licy of the party, yet never an office seeker.

Both he and his wife were members of the Grand Avenue Methodist Episcoj)al

church, in the work of which he took a most active and helpful part. He
was one of its most prominent representatives, held all of the church offices

and was a most liberal contributor to its support and to the various societies

connected with the church. His life in its various phases was most honorable.

No trust reposed in him was betrayed in the slightest degree, and he performed

every duty with a sense of conscientious obligation. Those who knew him'

in a business way admired and respected him and those Avho came wdthin the

closer circle of his acquaintance gave him their warm friendship and utmost

regard. He left to his family not only a handsome estate but also the price-

less heritage of an untarnished name, and his memory is yet enshrined in

the hearts of those who knew him. Mrs. Hew^son and her daughters are

prominent in the social circles of Kansas City. They reside at No. 2700 Inde-

pendence boulevard, where Mrs. Hewson owns a commodious and beautiful

residence.

WILLARD AV. HYATT.

AViUard W . Hyatt, now deceased, wa.s numbered among the prominent
residents of Kansas City, wlu're he was engaged in merchandising and in

the real-c-tate lousiness. His birth occurred upon a farm in Otsego county.

New York. His father. Fitch Hyatt, was a leading resident of that locality,

whence he removed to Cambridge Springs, Crawford county, Pennsylvania,
where he lived retired until his death. His w^ife bore the maiden name of

Electa AVeaver and by her marriage became the mother of five children:

Smith, who was married, died in Texas shortly after his remo\;il to that

state. Christiana E., became the wife of Alva Adams and died in Kirks-

\\\\e, Mis-ouri. Willard W. and Willis W. wore twins and the latter, who
married Olive Ingalls, died in Cambridge Springs, Pennsylvania. Susan

became the wife of .John Sherwood, of Erie, Pennsylvania, and is the only
one now living.

A\'illin(l W. n\att aecjuii'ed his education in the country schools of his

native town. He worked np<»n the home fai'in nntil twenty-one years of age

and foi- soiiieliiiie aftei- engaged in various business enterprises. Associated

with liis twin brother, he owned and conducted a sawmill and later carried

on a tannery. He afterward went to Erie, Peini.sylvania, where for ,i time

he was emiiloyed by a car niannfactnrer. His next step in the bnsiness

world wa- nia<le a- a general niereliant near Oil City, Pennsylvania, in asso-

ciation will) hi- brother. Smith Hyatt, and his brother-in-law. Charles P.

Allen. 'Vhv\ .<ueeessfully conducted their store for several years and then

sold out, after which all three viwno west to Mi.ssouri, settling in Warrens-

burg, where they again e-tabli-hed and eondneted a store. This partnership
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was disriolved about 1877, in which year ^Ir. Hyatt came to Kansa.^ City,

where for a time he followed different pursuits. Eventually he engaged in

the iirocerv business with a JNlr. Holmaii in a store at 212 East Ninth street

but after a brief period he sold out to his partner. He then turned his at-

tention to the real-estate busineSvS and was very successful in buying and

selling property and also as a speculative builder, erecting many houses,

which he [)ut upon the market. He displayed keen insight in determining
the value and possible appreciation of property and his investments were so

wisely made that his labors proved of the utmost benefit in the attainment

of success.

Mr. Hyatt made his first home in Kansas City at No. 1222 Washington
street and later lived over his store at No. 312 East Ninth street. He then

[)urchased the home where his last days were passed at No. 1112 Bales avenue,

buying this from the Bales estate. He was married near Phoenix, New York,

July 27, 1835, to Miss Theresa Allen, who was born in Oswego county. New

York, and who grew to womanhood there. Her parents were Hiram and

Eliza (Perren) Allen. By a previous marriage to Miss Clara Glass, which

occurred in AVisconsin, Mr. Hyatt had one daughter, Tillie, who became the

wife of Chester Snyder and died in Kansas City, leaving a daughter, Tillie,

now the wife of D. L. .James, of this city.

The death of Mr. Hvatt occurred in .Tune, 1904. He was a member
of Bales Avenue Baptist church and took an active and helpful part in its

work. He belonged to the Masonic fraternity and in politics was a life-

long republican who, though he never sought nor desired office, always kept
well informed on the questions and issues of tlie day and was thus able to

support his position by intelligent argument. He had a wide and favorable

acquaintance here and his life showed forth those traits of honorable, upright
manhood which won for him uniform confidence and trust'.

LEO N. LESLIE.

Leo N. Leslie has for some years been one of the foremost builders and
owners of handsome residences and fine business property in Kansas City.

In fact, he has contributed in large measure to the substantial improvement
of the city along architectural lines, being among the first to introduce the

modern apartment house, W'hile in the construction of splendid business

blocks and beautiful homes his work is scarcely paralleled. He was born at

Saxonville, Massachusetts, January 25, 1856. His father, Thomas L. Leslie,

was a native of Scotland and in early life was a soldier in the English army.
In 1838 he came to America and for many years engaged in merchandizing
at Saxonville. He married Eliza Soden, a represeentative of an old New
England family, and in 1883 he passed away, while the mother of our subject
is also deceased.

When about twelve years of age, Leo N. Leslie left school to assist his

father in the conduct of his mercantile business and was associated therewith
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until 1872, when lie went to Boston, where he obtained an humble position
in the mercantile establishment of Mitchell, Greene & Stevens. There he

worked his way upward, acquiring a practical knowledge of the business.

In 1874 he left that emplo}^ to accept a position as traveling salesman for

Morse, Shepard & Company, of Boston, continuing with that house for four

years. In October, 1879, he came to Kansas City and a few months later en-

gaged in the dry goods business under the firm name of L. N. Leslie & Com-

pany at No. 726 North Main street. In 1882 the firm name was changed
to Leslie & Edwards, D. R. Edwards having acquired an interest in the busi-

ness. In 1886 the firm sold out to W. T. ]\Iatthews.

In the meantime Mr. Leslie had done his initial work as a speculative

builder, having invested some of his surplus funds in Kansas City real estate,

which returned to him handsome margins. In ^March, 1887, he organized
the Suffolk Investment Company, capitalized for fifty thousand dollars, and

became its president. In less than a year the comj)any had acquired a surplus
of one hundred and fifty-seven thousand dollars. To ^Mr. Leslie was entrusted

the general management of the business and the success Avas due entirely to

his untiring efforts and judicious management. The company owned and

opened up the beautiful Eden Park, a residence addition to the city of Inde-

pendence, Missouri. Mr. Leslie has been one of the foremost builders of

beautiful homes and fine modern business properties in Kansas City. There

stand as monuments to his enterprise, commercial integrity and business

ability the Idaho, Oregon, Saxon, xVberdeen, Grand View, Summit, Windsor

and Elenor apartment houses, the last mentioned being eight stories in heiglit ;

also the large building occupied by the Adams Express Company on Balti-

more avenue between Tenth and Eleventh streets, together with four other

large properties on the avenue. The majority of the stnictures erected by
Mr. Leslie have been on the west side of the city. In all lie has ])uih and

owned one Innidred and thirty-four i)roperties, sixty-five of which Avere large

apartment buildings, since coming to Kansas City. Of all of the buildings

which he has erected none have been constructed on contract, but by day
laboi' and under his personal supervision and careful direction. He lias

owned twenty-two fiats on Locust street, ten ])roi)crties on "Sliun street, and

four on Thirtieth street east of Main. At the present time he has twenty-four

income j)roperties. lie lives at No. 4057 Warwick boulevard, where he has

one of the handsomest homes in thai fashionable residence district.

In all hi- building operations Mr. Leslie has brought to bear the most

progressive methods and introduced the most modei'n iiM]»i'o\('niciits. Owint;

to hi,- -upcrior knowledge of the builders' art, the Shulx-rts arranged with

him to construct their handsome theatre, "The Sam S. Shubert," on Tenth

street, between Baltimore aveinie and Wyandotte street. This magnificent

playhouse was built in 1006 and ojiened to the public in October of that

year. It was constructed in a mai'velously short time. ])eing in fact a record

breaker. As late as the 14th of .\ugust the .-teel structural work had not

been c(»iiii)leted and it was feared, not only by the i)ublic l)ut those interested

in the construction and management of the house, that it could not possibly

be completed in time for the designated opening night. Mr. Leslie said,
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however, that it would be, and with a strong determination he set about to

make good his word. He scarcely took time to eat or sleep and during the

last few weeks kept a large force of mechanics working day and night. Not

only that, but he contributed from his private funds to make good his promise
and to furnish a building even superior to that expected or even asked for by
the promoters of the enterprise. Mr. Leslie manifested great pride in provid-

ing Kansas City with the finest playhouse in the west, and this luiildinti; today

stands a monument to his successful efforts. Upon the opening night the

house was entirely finished and Mr. Leslie had the pleasure of realizing that

he had fully carried out his promise. He has been personally complimented

by eminent actors and theatrical managers from all parts of the country upon
his successful undertaking. Since erecting the Shubert theatre he has erected

a handsome four-story steel and brick building for the United States &
Mexican Trust Company on ground at the corner of Tenth street and Balti-

more avenue, adjacent to the theatre. Mr. Leslie owns the ground and leased

it to the Trust Company for a period of ninety-nine years at a good rental.

On the 31st of May, 1883, Mr. Leslie was united in marriage to Miss

Mary E. Leonard, of West Liberty, Logan county, Ohio, a daughter of Dr.

Benjamin B. Leonard, a prominent physician of that locality and at one

time president of the Ohio State Medical Society. Mrs. Leslie was educated

at Stanton, A'irginia. The only child of this marriage is Kate L. Leslie, who
was born in Kansas City and supplemented her early education acquired in

the schools here by study in Columbia College.

To those acquainted with the life history of Leo N. Leslie it would seem

trite to say that he has risen from an humble position to rank with the promi-
nent and prosperous men of his day, yet it is but just to say, in a history that

will descend to future generations that his record has ever been such as any
man would be proud to possess. Starting in life in an humble clerkship he

has steadily risen and at all times has commanded the respect of his business

associates and the admiration of his contemporaries. He has never made an

engagement that he has not filled nor incurred obligations that he has not

met. Kansas City owes much of her substantial improvement and present

attractiveness from an architectural standpoint to his labors and success and

the most envious cannot grudge him his success, for it is the logical reward of

capable management and honorable effort.

ROBERT PEET.

Without any special advantages or opportunities in early life Robert Peet

made steady progress in the business world until he gained a prominent place

among the most successful men of the entire west. A native of England, he

was born in Cambridgeshire, August 24, 1843. His parents likew^ise resided

in that country, both the father and mother passing aAvay there, the death of

the former occurring during the early childhood of their son Robert.
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Robert Peet received but limited educational privileges, attending only
the public schools in his native town, and he put aside his text-books at a

comparatively early age. About 1861 he and his brother William sailed for

America, landing in New York city, whence they went direct to Cleveland,

Ohio. There they had an uncle living, who was engaged in tlie soap manu-

facturing business, and the nephews began work there in the soap factory.

After a few years, however, ^^'illia^l withdrew from active connection with

the business and worked at the carpenter's trade, but Robert Peet continued

as a soap manufacturer.

He remained in Cleveland until 1872, when he and his brother William

came to Kansas City, where they at once established a soap factory. Their

first place of business was a small plant on McGee street, but their trade soon

increased and they removed to a larger factory at the corner of Main street

and the Levee, where they conducted business for several years. Their busi-

ness constantly developed so that after a time they were again forced to seek

enlarged quarters and they erected a very commodious factory in Armour-

dale at the corner of Adams and Osage streets. Here Robert Peet looked

after the manufacturing part of the business, while his brother William

attended to the office. They conducted the enterprise, which constantly grew
in volume and importance, until a large force of workmen was employed and

all kinds of soap manufactured. The business is still being conducted and

the product is now in use all over the world. Today the factor}' is the largest

of the kind in the entire west. The firm is now, and has always been, known

by the name of the Peet Brothers Manufacturing Company and the present

Officers are: William Peet, president; W. James Peet, vice president; Albert

W. Peet, secretary and treasurer.

While residing in Cleveland, Ohio, Robert Peet Avas married to Miss

Sarah J. Gunton, a native of England, as were her parents, Mr. and Mrs.

Richard Gunton, who were born in Cambridgeshire, and were there neighbors
of the Peet family. Mr. Gunton resided in Cleveland, Ohio, for many years

and his wife died there. After her death he came to make his home with

Mr. and Mrs. Peet. He continued to reside here until his demise. There

were two children born unto our subject and his Avife: William James, who
married Miss Katherine Shannon, of St. Joseph, Missouri, and is now vice

president of the Peet ]5rothers ^lanufacturing Company and resides at No.

3766 Washington boulevard; and Eliza, who became the wife of Aubrey G.

Bartlett, of this city, and died here, leaving a daughter, Nettie Estelle, who
is now the wife of Roy J. Gregg, who is engaged in the telephone business in

Kansas City.

Mr. Poet \'otcd with the republican imily. but was never an oflice seeker.

He affiliated with the Masonic fraternity and both he and his wife held mem-

bership in the Episcopal church. They first resided at No. 1016 Charlotte

street and later maintained their residence at the old Peet home at No. 1313

Troost avenue, wiiere ihe death of Rol)ert Peet occurred. Since his death

Mrs. Peet has made her home in Kansas City with her son at No. 3766 Wash-

ington boulevard. She is still interested in the soap business and has much
valuable property here.
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The death of Mr. Peet occurred in April, 1900, when he was fifty-

seven years of age. As the years passed he gained a gratifying measure of

success, but he never selfishly hoarded his wealth. On the contrary, he was

a man of charitable and benevolent spirit and gave freely of his means to

aid others and to promote any worthy cause. He certainly deserved much
credit for w^hat he accomplished, as he came to America empty-handed and

won success through the recognition and utilization of opportunities.

WILLIAM ALLEN WILLIAMS.

William Allen Williams, connected wdth various corporate interests,

including the Kaw Valley Construction Company, the Williams Mining
Company and the Orient Townsite Company, and likewise the owner of

considerable real estate in Kansas City, where he maintains his residence,

was born at Fond du Lac, W^isconsin, June 17, 1857. His father, William

Allen, was a hardware merchant and a native of Wales, whence he came to

America in his boyhood. In 1861 he removed to Sacramento, California,

and in 1872 located at Palmyra, Missouri, where he died soon afterward.

His wife, Mary P. Wheeler, was a native of Pennsylvania.
William A. Williams pursued his education in the public schools of

Sacramento, California, and Palmyra, Missouri, and when his intellectual

training was thus concluded he became telegraph operator on the Hannibal

& St. Joseph Railroad. After a short time he was made station agent, and

subsequently was given charge of the terminal for the Missouri Pacific Rail-

way at Little Rock, Arkansas, there continuing in that capacity from 1880

until 1891. Lie next became general manager and had charge of the con-

struction of the Pittsburg & Gulf Railway, with headquarters at Texarkana

until 1897. In that year he went to Quincy, Illinois, as general manager
of the Stillwell lines between Quincy and Omaha, in which position he re-

mained until 1900, when he returned to Kansas City and organized the Kaw
Valley Construction Company, which secured the contract for all construc-

tion of the Kansas City, Mexico & Orient Railway within the United States.

This company was organized with W. P. Robinson, formerly manager of

the St. Joseph & Grand Island Railway Company, as president, and Mr.

Williams as vice-president. Upon the death of the former in 1904, Mr.

Williams purchased his interest from his widow and is now sole proprietor

and president of the company. He is also president and half owner of the

Williams Mining Company, zinc miner.s of Joplin, Missouri, and president
of the Orient Townsite Company. Lie is largely interested in Kansas City
and other real estate and makes his home on his farm twelve miles south of

Kansas City, where he has placed improvements to the value of fifty thou-

sand dollars. He is a breeder of standard trotting horses, and at one time

owned Highwood, a horse of national reputation and the sire of some of

the fastest trotting stock in America.
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On the 8th of October, 1896, Mr. Williams was married to Mi.ss Adele

M. Dally, a daughter of William Dally, of New Orleans, and they have

three daughters, Willa, Adele and Allene, all yet at h(»nie. ^Ir. Williams

is a Knight Templar and a member of the INIystic Shrine. He likewise be-

longs to the Royal Arcanum and to the Elm Ridge Club. HLs political

preference is for the republican party, l)ut he is not active in its ranks.

He holds membership with the Presbyterian church at Westport, and is in-

terested in the moral and intellectual progress as well as the material devel-

opment ajid upbuilding of the community in which he resides. Any one

meeting Mr. "Williams would know at once that he is an individual embody-

ing all the elements of what in this country we term a ''square" man—one

in whom to have confidence, a dependable man in any relation and any

emergency. His quietude of deportment, his easy dignity, his frankness

and cordiality of address, with the total absence of anything sinister or any-

thing to conceal, foretoken a man who is readv to meet anv obligation of

life with the confidence and courage that come of conscious personal ability,

right conception f)f things and an habitual regard for what is best in the

exercise of human activities.

GEORGE J. EYSSELL.

George J. Eyssell was numbered among those of foreign birth who,

coming to America, have found in the business conditions here the opportu-

nities for a successful and progressive career. For a long period ^Ir. Eyssell

was prominently associated with mercantile interests in Kansas City and main-

tained ii
])().-iti(»ii

ill public regard which caused his death to l)e deeply re-

gretted when on the 17th of February, 1908, he passed away.
A native of Germany, he was born at Rinteln. on the 28d of December,

1855. His father. Otto Eyssell, was also a native of that country, where he

spent his cntii-c life. He wedded Marie Boedeker and following her hus-

band's demise she came to America in 1880, settling in Kansas City. There

were ten children in Iheir family, eight sons and two daughters, and seven of

the sons arc now engaged in the drug husine.ss. George J. Eyssell helped to

educate them all and l»ring them to this country. Tlic mcnibers of the fam-

ily are: Hugo. Fred. August. \\'illiam and Otto, all of whom liave gained a

creditable ])lace as druggists in the business circles of Kansas City: K]\\\\. who
is living in T'ortland. Oregon: Moritz. of St. Loiii^: I'Jinna. the wife of D. G.

Landes: and Mathilde.

George J. Eyssell |)ursued hi< education in tlie .-c1i(»ols of the fathci-land

and served lii.- appi'eiiticcsliip in ;i drug -tore in Urcnicn. (ierniany. He lost

his father in .binuiU'v. IST:!. He wa- at that tim<' seventeen years of age and
was the eldest of the family of ten cliildrt'n. <o that hi- hrother- and <i<ters

all looked to him for guidance and his motlu^r depended hirgely upon him to

take his f;Uhei""< place in the household. 'IMiinkinu that he miuJit find bet-

ter oi)portunitit's in tlu' new woi-ld and more rapidly acquire a competence,
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he emigrated to the United States, landing in New York on Decoration Day,

1873. Hi^ first stop was in Dayton, Ohio, and later he went to Hannibal,

Missouri, and from there to St. Louis. In the fall of 1874 he landed in

Leavenworth, Kansas, where he clerked for nearly two years. Coming to

Kansas City at the end of that time, he was employed as clerk in the drug
store of Ford & Arnold at the corner of Fifth and Main streets from 1878

until 1878. Ambitious to engage in business on his own account and feeling

sure of success, his mother managed to make a loan of two thousand dollars

on their home, having his promise to forward this amount to the next brother

to establish himself in business. This sum has wandered down the line of

eight brothers. With this start George J. Eyssell ventured into business in

April, 1878 at 1038 Union avenue, one week before the first train ran into the

Union Depot, and later he jDurchased the building which he occupied, devoting

all of his life to the drug trade, his close attention, unremitting diligence and

careful management enabling him to build up and carry on a most success-

ful commercial enterprise. In addition to this he was never unmindful of the

dutv which he owed to his faniilv and in fact was most generous in the assist-

ance which he rendered to his younger brothers and sisters. He sent to each of

his brothers the money necessarj^ to pay their passage to America and aided

them in their business careers. His mother and the two youngest children came

to Kansas City in 1883. As time passed and his financial resources increased

Mr. Eyssell purchased other property beside his Ijusiness block and as he

never invested for speculative purposes but always kept the property which

he bought, he owned at the time of his death some good income paying

realty. In 1885 he erected the residence which the family now occupy at

No. 1744 AVashington street. At the time it was built it was considered a

good ways out Ijut the city has since developed so largely that it is now con-

sidered within close distance of the business district.

In 1880, in Hannibal, Missouri, occurred the marriage of Mr. Eyssell

and Miss Emma Boedeker, who was born in that city, a daughter of Moritz

Boedeker, a native of Germany, who came to America in 1852 and located

first in Dayton, Ohio. He afterward removed to Hannibal, Missouri, in 1880

and there lived for many years but spent his last days in Kansas City, where

he died in 1907 at the advanced age of eighty-two years. His wife bore the

maiden name of Catherine Rott, is also a native of Germanv and is now a

resident of Kansas City. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Eyssell were born two children:

Mathilda, the wife of William H. Wittig; and George, who is still in school.

Mr. Eyssell was always deeply interested in the welfare of Kansas City
and did everything in his power to promote its interests and upbuilding.
He belonged to the Elks Lodge, was a member of the Turn Verein and was

one of the founders of the German Hospital, in the work of which he was

greatly interested. In fact he did nuich along charitable lines and was a

man of broad humanitarian principles, who responded readily to any tale

of sorrow or distress. Throughout his entire life he manifested a spirit of

helpfulness, not only to his family and his kindred but to many with whom
he came in contact. His acts of charity were always performed most unos-

tentatiously and there were many occasions when he quietly rendered aid that
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was known only to himself and the recipient. He leaves to hi? family a

memory that is sacredly cherished and which is as a blessed benediction to

those who knew him.

EDWARD LOWE MARTIN.

Among Kansas Citv's busine&s men .none are more closelv identified

with the growth and best interests of the city than Edward Lowe Martin,

who has made his home here for forty years, a period within which Kansas

City has attained her present proud position, fighting with other metropolitan
centers for leadership in the world of commerce, science, art and letters. For

many years Mr. Martin has been known for his sterling qualities, his fearless

loyalty to his honest convictions, his sturdy opposition to misrule in municipal
affairs and his clear-headedness, discretion and conduct as manager and leader.

Hls career in business has been one of success, and he has also given some of

the best efforts of his life to the purification and elevation of municipal

government. For three decades he has figured prominently in connection

with the city's welfare and wdth the promotion of financial and railway in-

terests here.

A native of Kentucky, he was born in Ma.ysville, Mason county, on the

12th of March, 1842, his parents being William and Margaret (Sheridan)

Martin, who emigrated from Belfast, Ireland, in 1822, and located in Mays-

ville, Kentuck3\ The ancestry is Scotch-Irish, and the paternal grandfather

was conspicuous in the Irish rebellion of 1798. The mother died in 1858, the

father surviving until 1864. He followed the boot and shoe business during
his residence in Kentucky and there reared his family of six sons and two

daughters, all of whom have now passed away with the exception of Edw^ard

L. Martin, of this review, and Anna, now the wife of R. G. McDonald, of

Las Vegas, New Mexico.

Edward Lowe Martin pursued his education in the j>rivate schools and

in an academy in his native city until he had attained the age of sixteen years,

when he entered business life as shipi)ing clerk in a wholesale grocery house.

He rose rapidly, promotion coming to liiin in recognition of his trustworthi-

ness, business ability and nnnbaling energy. When the Civil war broke ont

in 1861 he was placed in full charge of the business, then the largest mercan-

tile enterprise in the city, his employer, Isaac Nelson, having been arrested

and imprisoned in Fort Ijafayette as a Confederate sympathizer. Mr.

Martin then closed up the business and turned over the ))roceeds to Mr.

Nelson's father. This done, he accepted a ])osition as head bookkeeper in

the largest hardware store in that section of Kentucky, continuing in that

capacity until 1864, when he resigned in order to acce)>t a similar position

in one of the extensive wholesale grocery houses of Cincinnati, Ohio. His

business capacity and enterprise won further recognition there, when, after

a year, he was admitted to a partnershi]). contiiming witli tlie honse nntil

1868.
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That year witnessed the arrival of Mr. Martin in Kansas City, where he

embarked in the wholesale liquor business, building a large distillery and

conducting it under the name of the Kansas City Distilling Company. Later

he consolidated his business with that of the Distillers & Cattle Traders

Company and retired from that field of activity. At a later date he organized

the Merchants' Bank, Avhich he conducted for a time and then closed out the

business, paying off every depositor in full. In the meantime Mr. Martin

had become a recognized leader in political circles and has ever stood for

reform and improvement in municipal life. In 1873 he was elected mayor
on the reform ticket and his administration rescued the city's affairs from

ring rule and fraud management and placed the municipal interests on an

honest basis that has since been mantained, his course receiving the endorse-

ment of all public-spirited men having the welfare of the city at heart. While

mayor he inaugurated the present waterworks system and signed the franchist

for the building of the plant. He also secured from congress the charter for

the bridge now used by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Com-

pany. He remained one of the most prominent and active members of the

Democratic party here until recent years, when he has retired from politics

to devote his time to private business affairs. For twenty-one years, however,

he was a member and organizer of the board of education, this being the long-

est term served by any member. He acted as district delegate to the first Chi-

cago convention which nominated Grover Cleveland for the presidency and

was a delegate-at-large to the democratic national convention at St. Louis.

He was once offered the nomination for congress, but refused to become a

candidate on account of the pressure of his private business affairs.

Aside from the business alreadj^ mentioned as claiming the time and

attention of Mr. Martin, he has figured in connection with other important
lines of industrial and financial activity. He Avas the originator and one of

the builders of the Kansas City Suburban Belt Railway and the Kansas City,

Pittsburg & Gulf Railway, and of both he served as president for many years.

That he is a man of resourceful ability, unwearied energy and keen discern-

ment is a uniformly accepted fact, and hLs services have, therefore, been

sought in the conduct and management of various important business in-

terests. He has been a director in several Kansas City banks and vice pres-

ident of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Trust Company, now the Guardian

Trust Company. He was formerly interested in the Metropolitan Street Rail-

way Company, but has sold his stock in this. He became one of the origi-

nators of the Kansas City, Lawrence & Topeka Railroad Company, which

built that part of the Santa Fe System between Kansas City and De Soto,

Kansas, changing the terminus from Atchison to Kansas City. He is a

charter member of all commercial organizations framed in Kansas City
since 18'68, in which connection he has done much to promote trade relations

and thereby promote the growth and prosperity of the city, which always

depends upon its commercial and industrial interests.

On the 10th of December, 1861, was celebrated the marriage of Edward
L. Martin and Miss Mary Elizabeth Ricketts, a Caughter of R. M. Ricketts,

of Maysville, Kentucky, and a representative of one of the oldest families



Q 14 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

of the state. Mr. and Mrs. Martin have a daughter and son: Luki M., the

wife of Thomas E. Gaines; and Edward P.. who is treasurer of the Kelly

Milling Company of Kansas City. j\lr. ^hirtin 1ul< been very liberal to charit-

able and i3hilanthropic movements and is in vital sympathy with young
men and with the cause of their advancement, and his life is a benefit and

stimulus to them and a lesson to all. He has infused into them much of his

own progressive spirit and has stimulated them to put forth their best efforts

in the accomplishment of honorable purposes. In consequence of his prom-
inence in political, business and social life, he has a wide acquaintance and

has gained a host of warm friends, whose high and sincere regard, recognizing

his genuine worth, he fully possesses. He has held, and yet holds, many
advanced ideas on questions of governmental policy. There Ls no doubt that

had he entered into the methods of many politicians he could have filled

almost any office he had da-^ired
;
but with him principle is above party, purity

in municipal affairs above personal interest.

EDWIN R. DURHAM.

Edwin R. Durham, who is serving for the third term as United States

marshal for the western district of Missouri, was born at Canton, Illinois,

August 1, 1853. His grandfather, Adam Durham, was a farmer, living in

New Jersey. He w-as descended from a family of English lineage. Jonathan

M. Durham, the father, came to Illinois in 1850 and located in Fulton county.

He was also a farmer by occupation. He enlisted for service in the Civil

war ill Augu.-t, l.S()2, as a member of the Eighty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and

died in the hospital at Bowling Green, Kentucky, .lanuary 18, 1863. His

wife, Mary N. (Brown) Durham, a native of A^irginia, L- now livinu in

Harrison county, Missouri.

Edwin R. Durham, having spent the first twelve years of his life in the

state of his nativity, accompanied his mother to Harrison county in 1866

and there attended the country schools until 1871, when he returned to

Illinois, continuing his education in the graded schools and the academy at

Prairie City, that state. He finished his course there in 1874 and returned to

Harrison county, Missouri, in 1875. He afterward engaged in teaching in

the country schools for several years prior to the time when he entered upon
official service as a deputy in the office of tlu' county collector. For two years

he filled that ]»o.<itiou and i'm- tliii'ti'en years was deputy comity clerk. II

also held other township and city offices at Bethany, Hairi-nu county, Mis-

souri, and in 1S!>5 was api)ointed chief clerk of the de])arlnient of education

at Jefferson City, which office he held until .Inly 1. 180S. wlien he received the

appointment from {'resident McKinley to the ])(),--itiou of United States

mar.<hal for the wi'stern district of ^lissouri. He was again appointed by
President Roosevelt in 1902 and unci' more in 1906, so that his present term

will cover a service of twelve years in that oHice—years marked by the utmost

fidelitv in the discharge of his duties.

('
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On the 14th of February, 1877, Mr. Durham was married to Miss Lottie

McCkire, a daughter of Joseph McChire, of Bethany, Missouri. They have

two children: Grace, the Avife of Charles E. Scovern, bookkeeper for the

Long-Bell Lumber Company of Kansas City; and Bertie A^irginia, who be-

came the Avife of L. B. Hanson, of Glenwood, Iowa, and died October 18, 1890.

Mr. Durham holds membership with the Kansas City Athletic Club

and Avith the Masonic lodge. In politics he is a stahvart republican, and in

Harrison county served for several years as chairman of the republican

county central committee, and also as a member of the congressional and

judiciary committees. He belongs to the Christian church and is interested

in many good Avorks done in the name of charity and religion. He is noAV

president of the Kansas City Hospital Day Association, Avhich he aided largely

in organizing. It is a society for aiding Kansas City hospitals in doing
charitable Avork. His broad humanitarianism is manifest in many ways,

while his deep and sincere interest in his felloAvmen finds expression in the

social disposition and genial nature that render him personally popular.

JUDGE EDGAR B. PFOST.

Judge Edgar B. Pfost, of Kansas City, is at the present time connected

Avith the real-estate business and has large mining interests at Joplin, Mis-

souri. He is known throughout the state as one of the promoters of fraternal

organizations, gaining a Avide acquaintance through his labors in this regard.

He Avas born in RavensAvood, West Virginia, May 14, 1863, a son of M. D. L.

and Martha Olive Pfost. The father is still living at Urieh, Missouri, but the

mother died in 1892.

In the public schools of Montrose, Henry county, Missouri, Judge Pfost

pursued his education and afterAvard Avent to Barbour county, Kansas, in 1885.

For five years he Avas there engaged in ranching, and in 1893 he went to

Topeka, Kansas, to accept an appointment as officer in the state reform school,

serving in that capacity for tAvo years. In 1895 he became a resident of

Kansas City, Kansas, and AA'as appointed judge of the city court by Governor

J. W. Leedy, thus continuing in charge of judicial interests at that place for

tAvo years. In 1897 he Avas elected president of the Fireside, a fraternal in-

surance society, and remained as its leading officer for three years, after

which he Avas chosen royal prophet of the Ancient Order of Pyramids, also

a fraternal insurance organization, in Avhich position he continued until the

order amalgamated Avith the American Guild, a similar society, in the early

part of 1905. Judge Pfost was then made manager of the Avestern department
Avith headquarters at Kansas City, ffiling the position until the spring of 1907,
when he retired in order to devote his time to his mining interests. He has

valuable mining properties at Joplin, Missouri, and their development and
control make extensive demands upon his time and attention. He also OAvns

considerable real estate, having made judicious iuA^estment in property, which
noAV returns a gratifving income annuallv.
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In 1887 Judge Pfost was united in marriage to Miss Amanda E. Fossett,

at Medicine Lodge, Kansas, and unto them were born two children, Alpha and

Gladys. Judge Pfost was again married on the 1st of September, 1903, his

second union being with Josephine Zellery, of Kansas City, who was born in

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, March 17, 1879. Both Judge and Mrs. Pfost are

members of the American Guild, and he is also prominent and popular in

various social and fraternal organizations, holding membership with the

Masons, the Elks, the Odd Fellows, the ]\Iodern AVoodmen of America, the

Woodmen of the AVorld, the Fraternal Aid and the Modern Brotherhood of

America. He owns a beautiful home, which he and his family occupy, at

No. 2029 Prospect avenue. His salient characteristics are those of leadership,

and he is regarded as an influential man, who has always cast the weight of

his influence for the public good and in support of those beneficent and

helpful principles on which the different fraternal organizations are based.

JOHN CALVIN McCOY.

. A life history should ever be the record of continuous progress, for talents

grow by use and powers develop through activity. This statement finds veri-

fication in the life of John Calvin McCoy, now deceased, who for twenty years

was a commission merchant at the stock yards of Kansas City and for many
years was president of the Stock Yards Exchange. He was likewise engaged
in the grain business here for a number of years and belonged to one of the

pioneer families of Kansas City, so that throughout his life he was

closely associated with its interests and its upbuilding.
His ])irth occurred here on the 8th of March, 1853, his parents being

John Calvin and Elizabeth (Woodson) McCoy, the former a native of Yin-

cennes, Indiana, and the latter of Kentucky. When Kansas City had scarcely

emerged from villagehood the father took up his abode here and was a sur-

veyor of the early days, surveying both the old town of Kansas City and West-

port. Employed in his professional capacity by the United States govern-
ment he fixed the old boundarv line at Fort Leavenworth and also surveved

and fixed the boundary lines of the Cherokee and Creek lands in the Indian

territory. Lie afterward purchased a farm in Kansas and carried on general

agricultural pursuits there for several years, after which he returned to

Kansas City, where he lived retired at his old home at No. 711 Olive street,

enjoying well caniccl rest aftci' many years of indefatigable toil and unflag-

ging perseverance. Both lie and bis wife died ;it the old home, where two

of their daughters, Miss McCoy and Mrs. Ilolloway, now reside.

John Calvin McCoy i)ursned hi,< early education in the public and pri-

vate school.-^ of Kansas City and at the age of seventeen years matriculated in

the Westminster College at Fulton. Missouri, where he remained as a studen^
for three years. Beturning home on the expiration of that period he entered

business life as a farmer in Jackson county. Tie was thus engaged
in farm labor for several years, after wliich lie l)egan work in the citv
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as a bookkeeper for the grain lirm of ^'aiiglin A: Company, acting as their

head bookkeej>er for eight yeai-s. Resigning liis jx^ition. he starteii in

business on his own account as a grain merchant in partnership with Captain

N. P. Simonds. of Beloit. Kansas, under the tirm style of Sinionds. McCov Oc

Ctnnpany. They continued in the grain trade for several years and in that

period Mr. McCoy also became a live-stock dealer. In this line he entered

into partnership with his brother and the tirm name eventually became the

Rogers ».V: McCoy Live Stock Connnission Company, the brother selling his

intei-est and ivmoving to a farm in John^on county. Kansas, where he has

since made his home.

Withdrawing from the grain trade. Joh'.i C. McCoy concentrated b.is

energies upon the development and conduct of his live-stock business at the

stock yards here. The firm afterward became McCoy Brothers it Bass and

in a few yeai^ became the J. C. McCoy Commission Company, business being

conducted under that style throughout the remainder of J. C. McCoy "s con-

nection therewith. lie remained in the live-stock business throughout his

remaining days and passed away December 11. lOOo. after an illness of sev-

eral months. On the 20th of August. 1S87. he became a member of the

Stock Yards Exchange and was one of its most active representatives, serving

as its president in 1894-9 and 1898-9. lie frequeiuly i-epresented the ex-

change in the national association and often attended the specal meeting-s

of the exchange at Washington. D. C. He was widely recognized as one

of the leading live-stock men of Kansas City, in a district which is one of the

prominent centers for this department of business in the country.

On the loth of February. 1887. was celebrated the marriage of Mr.

McCoy and Miss Florida Mason, a daughter of Luther and Martha Mason,

both natives of Kentucky, whence they came to .Jackson county. Missoiu'i.

at an early day. settling near Blue Sprinag upon a farm, which is still known

locally as the Luther Mason farm. Theiv the father engaged in general

agricultural pursuits tnitil 1882. when he moved with his family to Kansas

City, where he lived retiivd throughout his remaining days, pa-sing away
here in 1890. His wife died many yeai"s before when they were living on

the old homestead. Three children were born luuo Mr. and Mrs. McC\v:
John Calvin, who resides at home and is a civil engineer for the Missouri,

Kansas it Texas Railway Company: ^lary Agnes and Matt ^Lison. who are

also with their mother.

In his political views Mr. Mason was a democrat but without aspiration

for otfice. In early life he became identified with the Knights of Pythicts

and both he and his wife were members of the Central Presbyterian church.

His social associations were always those of culture and refinement and he

was actuated throughoiu his life by high and manly principles. Li business

circles he was known for his thorough reliability and connnercial integrity
as well as for the marked enterprise that enabled him to work his way -stead-

ily upward until he became one of the mi>?t prominent and successful live-

stock merchants of Kansas City. In July. 1890. he built the comfortable re.s-

idenc-e at No. 919 Park avenue where Mrs. McCoy and her children reside,

enjo>-ing the comforts of life provided by the husband and father.
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Perhaps no better testimonial of the life and eharacter of Mr. McCoy
can be given than the resolutions which were passed by the directors of the

Kansas City Live Stock Exchange December 12, 1905, and which reads as

follows: ''The familiar form and presence of our friend Jilin C. LleCoy

is henceforth withdrawn from the accustomed walk and our daily companion-

ship. The announcement of the fact brings innnediately to the appre-

hension a deeper sense of our loss than we took time to realize amidst the

hurry and distraction of these pursuits which we too often allow to usurp
the place of better things. John McCoy had a fuller knowledge of the his-

tory and legislation of the Exchange than any other member, and no one

gave so much of his time and energies to the promotion of those measures

which he considered would best insure progress, harmony and equality of

right and privileges to the individual members of the body. His executive

ability was exceedingly fine and he went carefully through the minutest detail

and form, sparing no labor to complete everything that passed through his

hands. Once convinced, he held steadfastly to conclusions Init always with

winning kindness. He possessed the rare faculty of keeping in subjection

personal feeling, and however arduous in. the advocacy of measures there

was no expression of temper or harshness of judgment. If he opposed your
views you always respected his sincerity and admired his ability. And if

in accord with him, you generally elected to leave the laljor with him.

Among other Exchanges and in the national body he held a de-ervedly high

place and was always heard with marked attention. John McCoy was a suc-

cess. Within his sphere he was faithful and constant to duty, and departing,
leaves to his family and friends tlie heritage of a good name—'rather to be

chosen than great riches.' We ought to make more over the nuMiiory of .<ncli

friends. It is not good to repress the natural tribute of our hearts and we

ought to be freer in yielding to the generous impulse to give honest expression
to honorable and honoring sentiments. Also let u< accciit the lesson it im-

presses, of courtesy and appreciation of each other, with a common purjiose
of extending to a higher standard of excellence in our every day life. We
bear ])rofound sympathy to the bereaved family of our friend and sincerely

share with them the sorrow of their ]iarting. invoking the highest ('ons!)latinn.

the healing that comes through Divine conii)assi()n.

"F. W. RoBixsox, President.

R. P. Wooniu'RY, Secretary.

The Kansas City Live Stock Kxchnnge.''

JAMES McCORD NAVE.

There liave been few residents who have exerted ns -trong and beneficial

an inlUience on tlie jinblic life of Kansas City as did .bnnes McCord Nave,

now deceased. He wa-; a representative of a ])ioneei- family here, and

throngliout the greater ])arl of his life was engaged in llie wholesale grocery

business, being connected with one of the largest connnercial enterprises of
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the Missouri valley. It was not alone the extent and importance of his

business interests, however, that gained him rank with the foremost citizens

here. He was a student of the questions affecting the public welfare in

many ways, and stood ever for progress, reform and improvement. His

labors, too, were of a most practical character, and while he worked ever

toward the ideal, he had the ability to utilize the means nt hand in his

progress toward better conditions.

Mr. Nave was born in Savannah, Missouri, November 22, 1844. His

paternal grandparents, Henry and Mary (Brooks) Nave, removed from

Tennessee to Missouri in 1815 and settled in Saline county. Henry Nave
had just previously served his country as a soldier of the war of 1812. He
lived to see the country engage in two other sanguinary conflicts, and died

in Missouri in 1883 at the very advanced age of ninety-six years.

The parents of James McCord Nave were Abram and Lucy (McCord)
Nave, natives of Cocke county, Tennessee, and of Virginia respectively.

Brought to Missouri at a very early age, Abram Nave acquired his education

in one of the old-time log schoolhouses of Saline county, this state. For

many years he figured prominently in business circles, engaging in general

merchandising in Savannah, Missouri, in 1841. The enterprise proved

profitable, and in 1846 he and his brother-inlaw, James McCord, opened an-

other store in Oregon, Holt county, Missouri. From 1850 until 1857 Mr.

Nave was engaged in buying and shipping cattle, mules and other live-

stock. Locating at St. Joseph, Missouri, the firm of Nave, McCord & Com-

pany began business and so continued under that firm style until 1880,
when the business was incorporated as the Nave & McCord Mercantile Com-

pany, then the largest of the kind on the jSIissouri river. A successful be-

ginning enabled them to extend the field of their operations, and in 1860

they opened branch houses at Kansas City, Missouri, and at Omaha, Ne-

braska. In 1872 Mr. Nave removed to St. Louis, where he established the

wholesale grocery house of Nave & Goddard, which he conducted with profit

for many years. He was also connected with other business enterprises,

becoming a member of the firm of McCord, Braydon & Company, at Pueblo,

Colorado, a stockholder in the Henry Krug Packing Company of St. Joseph,

Missouri, and a member of the Nave-McCord Cattle Company, which owned

vast herds and over one hundred and twenty-five thousand acres of ranch

land in Texas. In 1883 Abram Nave left St. Louis and returned to St

Joseph, Missouri, where his remaining days w^ere passed in honorable retire-

ment from labor, his death there occurring June 23, 1898. He had long
survived his wife, who died in Savannah, Missouri, November 9, 1853. Mr.

Nave was widely recognized as one of the leading business men of the state,

whose efforts were directed along well defined lines of labor, and were char-

acterized by recognition and utilization of opportunity. He did not fear

that laborious attention to business so essential to sucess, and, moreover, he

had the power of combining and coordinating forces so that large results

were achieved.

James McCord Nave, when a youth of twelve years, became- a student

in the Masonic College at Lexington, Missouri, but only attended there for
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a year, being obliged to discontinue his studies on account of trouble with

his eyes. Upon recovery he became a student in the ^Missouri State Uni-

versity and afterward in Bethany College in West A'irginia, then under the

presidency of its founder, Rev. Alexander Campbell, the promoter of the

Christian church. Upon completing his education he entered the wholesale

grocery house of Nave, McCord & Company at St. Joseph, Missouri, the

active managers thereof being his father and uncle, from whonx he received

his first lessons in a calling in which he himself became distinguished, their

best traits being reflected in his own life and subsequent business career.

After a year in St. Joseph he was sent to Omaha to take charge of the whole-

sale house owmed by the firm in that city, where he continued until 1867,

when he was admitted to a partnership in the business. He then came to

Kansas City to take charge of the wholesale house at this place, the business

here being conducted under the name of McCord, Nave & Company. James

M. Nave was a partner in and manager of the business here until it was

closed out in 1895, after w^hich he lived a retired life. During this long

period the business, which was carried on by the same partners in St. Joseph,

St. Louis, Omaha and Kansas City, was one of the most extensive transacted

by any mercantile firm in the country. In the control of the house here

James McCord Nave enjoyed the highest possible reputation for business

discernment, sagacious methods and spotless integrity. The growth of the

business at this place was commensurate with the growth of the city, and, in

fact, was established here at about the beginning of the development of

Kansas City. The growth and prosperity of every community depends upon
its commercial interests, and the wholesale grocery house of which he was the

head contributed in no small degree to the city's progress, drawing to it a large

trade. He was notably prompt, energetic and reliable and would tolerate the

employment of no business methods that could not bear close scrutiny.

Mr. Nave usually gave his political allegiance to the democracy, although
at local elections he sometimes cast an independent ballot. He believed in

placing the general good before partisanship and the public welfare before

personal aggrandizement, and his relation to Kansas City was at all times

that of a public-spirited man, deeply and sincerely interested in her welfare.

In 1874 he took an earnest stand in advocacy of a new city charter, and as

chairman of the committee of thirteen who reported that instrument, his

influence was potent in formulating measures which averted imminent numic-

ipal bankruptcy and preserved the city from lawlessness. While this subject
was under consideration he was often called upon to address public gatherings.
He frequently spoke to the Board of Trade, and his far-sighted, incisive

utterances ever commanded deep attention and awakened thoughtful consid-

eration. He was prominent in drafting a bill of ])ankru])tcy which became a

law. He figured prominently in those organizations formed to promote trade

interests. I^o was the first president of the Western Grocers' Association

and acted in that capacity for several years. He was also a member of the

Commercial Club, and several times was solicited to become its president,
but always refused to do so, although he took much interest in the club and
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labored for the promotion of those measures for which it stood. He was also

a charter member of the Kansas City Club.

On the 7th of November, 1867, Mr. Nave was married, at Alton, Illinois,

to Miss Annie M. English. There were tAvo children by this marriage, James

Revel and Ada May, both still with their mother. The son was born in

Kansas City, December 24, 1873, and began his education in the public schools

here, after which he attended the military school at Peekskill-on-the-Hudson,

followed by study in the Andover (Mass.) Preparatory School and in the

Williams College at Williamstown, Massachusetts. When the plant of the

Eagle Manufacturing Company was removed from Davenport, Iowa, to Kan-

sas City and the company incorporated under the laws of Missouri in 1896,
he acquired an interest in the business and was made assistant secretary. The

following year he was advanced to the position of treasurer and continued as

the same for several years. Methodical in the conduct of business interests,

he is one of the most unassuming, yet one of the most capable and progressive

young business men of Kansas City, contributing much to its reputation for

enterprise and activity. He is connected with the University and Commer-
cial Clubs, and of both organizations he is a popular member.

During the last ten years of his life Mr. Nave lived retired save for the

supervision which he gave to his personal interests, which included properties

derived from or connected with the large mercantile interests which com-

manded his attention during his more active life. In 1905 he became ill and

went to Philadelphia for treatment, accompanied by his son, but he became

worse there and died in that city June 21, 1905. The death of such a man
is a distinct loss to any community. While his business interests were large,

gaining him success, they were also of a character that contributed to general

prosperity. He found time, too, to cooperate in measures for the public good,
and he exerted a widely felt influence in behalf of improvement, holding to

high ideals of citizenship as well as of commercial honor and individual in-

tegrity. The old Nave homestead on West Tenth street is known by every

pioneer of Kansas City, it being the family residence for a long period, or

until a few years ago, when an elegant new home was erected at 4300 McGee
street. There Mrs. Nave and her children now reside, and the family are not

only wealthy, but are numbered among the most prominent in social circles.

SAMUEL F. SCOTT, JR.

Samuel F. Scott, filling the position of city gas inspector in Kansas

City, is a veteran of the Spanish-American war and is now serving as com-

mander of the organization of United Spanish War Veterans of the Depart-
ment of Missouri. He is a son of the late Colonel Samuel F. Scott, former

postmaster of Kansas City and one of the soldiers of the Civil war, whose

sketch appears elsewhere in this volume.

Samuel F. Scott, Jr., was the eldest child and only son of the family.
His birth occurred in Kansas City, August 6, 1877, and he was educated
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in the public schools and also in military schools of Missouri and New York.

He likewise pursued a course in bookkeeping at the Spalding Business Col-

lege in Kansas City and subsequently filled the position of clerk in the post-

office. Later he was secretary of the board of health and in April, 190G,

was appointed to his present position of city gas inspector. It will thus be

seen that throughout the entire period of his business career he has been

connected with the public service and that he is capable, efficient and loyal

is never a matter of question. In the discharge of his duties he systematizes

his work and is prompt and accurate, thas winning high encomiums from

those to whom he is responsible in the discharge of his duties.

At the time of the Spanish-American war Mr. Scott offered his services

to the government, enlisting on the 14th of May, 1898, as a quartermaster

sergeant of the Third Missouri Volunteers. He served through the war and

is popular among those who also defended American interests in that con-

flict, being honored by his comrades in Missonri by election as department
commander of the United Sj^anish War Veterans. He possesses a social

genial nature and has an extensive circle of warm friends, numbering many
who have known him from his boyhood to the present time.

CHURCHILL J. WHITE.

In a history of Kansas City's banking interests it is not only compat-
ible but imperative that mention should be made of Churchill J. White, for

he was one of the pioneer business men of this character here, arriving in

April, 1865, from which time he was continuously associated with banking
interests luitil his retirement as a wealthy man many years later. Many
who were associated with him in his life's activities speak of him in terms of

praise because of his unfaltering fidelity to high busines> principles and

commercial ethics. He was a native of Woodford county, Kentucky, born

June 7, 1825. His father, William White, always resided in Woodford

county, spending his last days there, his death, however, occurring Avhen

his son Churchill was quite young. The mother with her children subse-

quently removed to Clay county, Missouri, and, purchasing a farm near the

town of Tviberty, the county seat, she there reared her family and made her

home until she was called to her final rest.

Churchill J. White acquired his education in the public schools of Ken-

tucky and Missouri. He continued his residence at Liberty until 1865, wlien

he arrived in Kansas City and became cashier of the Kansas City Savings

Association, at which time there were but four stockholders in the institu-

tion. He continued as casliier there for several years and his enterprise

contributed in suhstantial measure to the growth of the husiness. He next

became connected with the Bank of Commerce and remained one of its stock-

holders and as cashier until 1805. when he was chosen to the presidencv of

the Citizens National Bank, remaining at the head of that institution for

two years. He next became interested in the Metropolitan National Bank
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and was a stockholder therein until because of ill health he gave up all bus-

iness cares and retired. He was thoroughly conversant with the banking
business in principle and detail and in business circles bore an unsullied repu-
tation.

Mr. White was married in Liberty, Missouri, in 1847, to Miss America

Adkins, a daughter of Robert Adkins, who was a farmer by occupation, and

to them were born three children. Of the two who reached years of matur-

ity, Sallie B. married John Sydner and died in 1894. She had three chil-

dren, only one of whom i-i now" living, namely: Churchill. Churchill A.

White, son of our subject, married Miss Elizabeth Gentry, of Independence,

Missouri, a daughter of Overton H. and Elizabeth (Henley) Gentry. They
were both natives of Kentucky and came to Jackson county at an early day,

purchasing a farm near Independence, where Mr. Gentry carried on general

agricultural pursuits for about twenty years. He was also prominent in

political circles, exercising much influence in that direction. He died in

December, 1907, and is still survived by his widow, who yet resides in Inde-

pendence. Unto Churchill A. White and wife has been born one child,

Beryl, now seven years of age. He is engaged in the lumber business in

Liberty, Missouri, and also has business interests in Kansas City. He re-

sides a part of the time in the latter place, living at his grandfather's old

home on Independence avenue.

During the Civil war, Churchill J. White sensed for a time as a lieu-:

tenant in the Eighty-second Regiment Missouri Volunteers, and was after-

ward transferred to the Fourth Regiment as adjutant and captain, serving

with that rank at Chillicothe and Liberty. On the 4th of August, 1864, he

resigned his commission and returned home. Following his retirement from

business he traveled extensively for the benefit of his health but died on the

19th of July, 1907. During the early period of his residence in Kansas

City he was elected to represent his ward in the city council and ser\'ed in

the municipal legislative body for many years, exercising his official prerog-

atives in support of much that w^as beneficial and progres.'^ive in the com-

munity. His political views were in harmony with the principles of the

democracy and he gave to the party stanch support at the polls. Fraternally

he was a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows.

Mrs. White owns a beautiful home at No. 2114 Independence avenue,

where she now resides and her grandson makes his home with her when in

the citv. He is a member of the Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks.

JOHN BURKE PRIDDY.

John B. Priddy, who passed from this life in October, 1894, was a native

of Floyd county, Virginia, where his birth occurred April 26, 1832. He had,

therefore reached the age of sixty-two years when called to his final rest. His

father, Burke Priddy, was also a native of Virginia, and there married Miss

Catherine Zentmeyer. They became the parents of five children, all of whom
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were born in the Old Dominion, and during the early boyhood of their son

John they removed from Virginia to Ohio, the family home being established

in Warren county. The father owned a plantation and a number of slaves in

Virginia, but followed the profession of teaching in Ohio.

John B. Priddy, of his review, was largely reared in the Buckeye state

and was indebted to the public school system for the early educational priv-

ileges he enjoyed. His more advanced intellectual training was received in

the Turtle Creek Academy and in the Lebanon (Ohio) Normal School. He
afterward engaged in teaching and the time which is usually spent in recrea-

tion and social enjoyment by those who are in business life after the cares of

the day are over, were devoted by him to the study of law preparatory to

becoming an active member of the legal profession. That he had mastered

many of the principles of jurisprudence was indicated by his admission to the

Ohio bar. He then engaged in practice in Washington Courthouse, Fayette

county, and was very successful in his legal career, his ability wdnning him
a large and distinctively representative clientage He served as mayor of the

city for two terms, and later as prosecuting attorney there for sometime, and

was afterward judge of the probate court for twelve years. He was well

known in legal circles from Columbus to Cincinnati, and while he displayed
few of those dazzling meteoric qualitias that sometimes distinguish the lawyer,

he possessed the more substantial qualities which shine with continuity and

can always be depended upon. At length his health failed him, and because

of this he removed w-estward to AVichita, Kansas, where his sons were then

engaged in business.

Mr. Priddy had been married in Rutland, Vermont, in 1866, to Miss

Lora Rockwell Mortrom, of Pittsfield, Vermont, a daughter of Moses and Lora

(Rockwell) Mortrom, both of whom were natives of the Green Mountain

state. The father was superintendent of marble quarries at West Rutland,

Vermont, where he continued in business until called to his final rest. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. Priddy was born one child, Bruce Mortrom, who is now engaged
in the real-estate business in Kansas City.

In his social relations Mr. Priddy was connected with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, was a past grand master and, in fact, was almost con-

tinuously in some state office in connection with the lodge, for he was very

prominent in the organization. In politics he was also widely known as a

stalwart advocate of the repul)lican jiarty and an active worker in its ranks.

He frequently attended the state conventions as a delegate and his opinions
carried weight in the councils of his party, for they recognized in him an

unswerving champion of its interests and imc whose patriotic citizenship wa-

above question. His last days were spent in Wichita, Kansas, where he passed

away in October, 1894.

Mrs. Priddy now lives in Kansas City Avith her son, their home being at

No. 3521 Forest street. Bruce M. Priddy has been continuously connected

with real-estate interests here since his removal to the city in November, 1903,

not only engaging in the purchase and sale of property, but also in speculative

building, erecting many cottages and bu.siness houses. He is secretary of the

Real Estate Exchange. Mrs. Priddy is a member of the Colonial Dames and
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also belongs to the Westport Baptist church, and in the membership of both

has gained many warm friends by those who appreciate the womanly qualities

of culture and kindliness which she displays.

REV. WILLIAM JAMES DALTON.

Rev. AVilliam James Dalton, rector of the Church of the Annunciation

in Kansas City, was born August 12, 1848, in St. Louis, Missouri, the son of

Richard and Bridget (Delaney) Dalton, who were natives of Ireland. The

father, a well educated man, was a prominent merchant of St. Louis between

the years 1839 and 1864, and was one of the first to introduce Irish linen into

that city. He died in 1877, his wife surviving him for ten years.

Father Dalton of this review attended the parochial schools and after-

ward entered St. Louis University, but his studies in that institution were

interrupted by the closing of the school during the Civil war. He then con-

tinued his studies in church seminaries in Milwaukee and Cape Girardeau,

Wisconsin, and was a classmate of Bishops Bonacum, Hennessey, Cotter and

Shanley. At Cape Girardeau he was the youngest member of his class, and

after a rigid examination in the studies of the college he was accorded a

scholarship in the American College at Rome. Two and a half years before he

attained his majority he was ordained to the priesthood by the Right Rev. Jo-

seph P. Machboef, bishop of Denver, by special dispensation procured from

Rome through Archbishop Kenrick. Following his ordination to the priest-

hood Father Dalton was assistant in the Church of the Annunciation in St.

Louis, and on the 29th of June, 1872, by appointment of Archbishop Kenrick,
he became rector of the lately organized Annunciation parish in Kansas City.

In 1894, on the twenty-fifth anniversary of his ordination, a celebration was

held, attended by Bishops Fink, Bonacum, Scannell, Burke, Dunn and Hen-

nessey and about one hundred and fifty priests. Afterward a reception was

tendered Father Dalton in the Auditorium theater and was most largely

attended, Hon. J. V. C. Karnes presiding. Congratulatory addresses were

delivered by many prominent citizens and the occasion was long to be remem-
bered by all. It was a fitting honor to one who had served so long and faith-

fully in developing the interests of Kansas City, not only along moral lines

but also in municipal affairs tending for the betterment of conditions for the

city at large.

Father Dalton has been a most ardent worker for better conditions

among his parishioners and his advice has been sought by many upon busi-

ness and financial matters. He has labored untiringly for the welfare of those

who have come under his guidance, and at the same time his influence is

not an unknown factor for the benefit of the community at large. In 1889
he was one of the freeholders appointed to draft the present city charter. He
was among the first to advocate the park system and held official positions in

several organizations promoting that object. He is a member of the Humane
Society and of the Provident Association and is a stalwart champion of many
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measures commanding his interest. He has served as vice president of the

Humane Society from it-s organization and has been a director of the Provi-

dent Association for a number of years. He was a leader in the effort which

resulted in the establishment of the Kansas City Manual Training School

and was prominent among the founders of the Catholic Columbian summer

school, which meets annually at stated points. From the beginning he. has

served as one of its directors and its vice president and is president of its

board of studies, and also president of the Reading Circle Unions, established

in many cities.

Father Dalton has made frequent valuable contributions to the literature

of the period. From 1879 to 1884 he was editor of the Western Banner, the

first Catholic journal published in Kansas City. In 1894 he published a

pamphlet containing a series of sermons and lectures on various topics, and in

1897 issued a series of discourses on Biblical topics under the title of "The

Mistakes That Moses Didn't Make." In the same year, in book form, he

published historical sketches of Kansas City. He has written largely for

leading journals and magazines of the country, but his most important literary

work is a "History of Missouri," which has been in preparation for many
years. In this work in search of material he has searched the libraries of

France, Germany, England and Spain, and has been favored with the corre-

spondence of the Spanish government officials and with photographs of original

documents, from which he has gleaned much hitherto unpublished matter

This work is now nearing completion and will prove a most valued addition to

historical literature of the state. Father Dalton is widely recognized as a

broad-minded man on political, religious and social questions, a tireless worker

and patriotic and zealous citizen, and the warm-hearted congenial gentleman
is loved by all who know him, whether people of his own faith or otherwise.

EDWARD F. SWINNEY.

Edward F. Swinney, president of the First National Bank of Kansas

City and president of the American Bankers' Association, needs no intro-

duction to the readers of this volume, nor would the history of the city be

complete without the record of his life, which had its beginning in the little

town of Marysville, Campbell county, Virginia, August 1, 1857. His early

educational advantages were those afforded by the common schools and later

he attended Blaekburg Military Academy at Blackburg, Virginia. He had

no college training such as is deemed essential as a preparation for life's

practical duties at the present time, but in the school of experience he has

learned many valuable lessons, while reading, observation and experience
have continually broadened his mind concerning those lines of thought and

activity which engage the attention of the world l)ut which have not come

under his direct ol)servation.

On leaving the Blackburg Academy in November, 1875, he sought op-

portunity for the exercise of his industry and energy—his dominant qualities



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 331

—in the middle west, starting ont in life on his own account at Fayette,

Missouri, in February, 1876, when eighteen years of age. Not specially trained

for any line of business, he eagerly accepted anything which would give him
a start and at a salary of twenty dollars per month, from which sum he paid
all expenses, he began work as a delivery boy in a grocery store. His hours

of labor were from early morning until late at night, as there were no unions

then to regulate the time nor the wage and Mr. Swinney felt satisfied with

his position. He could not remain satisfied save as it gave him a start, for he

possessed an ambition that could never be content with mediocrity, but must

continually Avork for something better. This has been characteristic of his

entire life and has been manifest in every relation, his entire career being
one of progress. When a little more than a year had passed in the grocery
store Mr. Swinney secured an advance in salary to twenty-five dollars per
month in connection with a clerkship in a dry-goods store, where he re-

mained with increased salary until the 15th of August, 1878. In the mean-
time he had decided definitely that he wished to enter the field of banking
and. learning of a vacancy in a Fayette bank, he applied for and obtained

the position, there remaining until September, 1882. A change of position

brought him promotion at Rich Hill, Missouri, and when a year later a bank
at Colorado City, Texas, was organized with Fayette capital, Mr. Swinney was

offered the position of cashier. He accepted and remained as the chief em-

ploye of the Colorado City institution until March 1, 1887, when he entered

upon active connection with the banking interests of Kansas City as cashier

of the First National Bank. Thoroughness has ever characterized all of

his work.

From the beginning of his connection with banking he made it his pur-

pose to master the business in principle and detail and his unfaltering diligen<;e

and close application won him continued advancement until after a service

of thirteen years as cashier of the First National he was elected to the presi-

dency of what is now one of the strongest financial institutions of the west.

He is justly accounted one of Kansas City's leading business men and conserv-

ative financiers. In matters of business policy his judgment is sound and
reliable and w^hile he does not jump at conclusions he forms his plans readily
and is determined in their execution. He has ever regarded a banking posi-

tion as one of special trust and with the utmost care has safeguarded the in-

terests placed in his hands. He has wrought, too, along modern business

lines for the growth and development of the institution of which he is now
chief executive officer and the increase of its business is attributable in large

degree to his labors, to his keen insight and his ability to combine and coordi-

nate forces. When asked on a certain occasion how best to obtain success

he said, ''To the young man who wants to succeed I would only give this brief

little creed: Show to his employer that he has his interests at heart in every-

thing. No man is so hard that he does not become interested in a young fel-

low whom he knows is interested in him. Make a little and save a little and

you will soon have a capital to start on, though it may be small." Whether
Mr. Swinney had formulated this creed at the beginning of his career is
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not known but it Is a fact that its embodiment has been found in his own
life record.

He ha.< not confined his attentions alone to banking, although he has

attained distinguished honors in financial circles, but has been a potent factor

in the control and successful outcome of various other business concerns. In

former years he was one of the directors of the Chicago & Alton Railroad

Company and was on the directorate of the Fidelity Trust Company and the

Missouri Savings Bank.

Municipal progress has always been a matter of deep interest to him
and many progressive movements have won his active cooperation and sub-

stantial aid. For many years he served as treasurer of the Kansas City

school board and has always been prominent in the Commercial Club, an or-

ganization which more than any other has made Kansas City the important
industrial and commercial center which it is today. A well merited honor

came to him in banking circles when in 1905 he was made president of the

American Bankers' Association, being thus chosen as a national leader of

the financiers of the country. Moreover he has never confined his attention

to business interests alone, thereby narrowing his nature to a single groove,

but on the contrary has kept in close touch with the world's thought and

progress. His reading has been broad and of a varied character; he enjoys

sports and is a member of the Country Club of Kansas City. Geniality is

one of his marked characteristics and he accords to all the courtesy of an inter-

view. Men give him not only their admiration for what he has accomplished
but their respect because of the methods he has followed and their friendship

because of the genuine personal worth that he has manifested in every re-

lation of life. His advancement from a humble position in the business

world to one of national prominence has been but the merited and well

earned recognition of his ability.

GEORGE C. S^NIITH.

George C. Smitli, who stood a.>< the executive head of the Smith-McCord-

Townsend Dry Goods Company, controlling the most extensive wholesale

dry goods trade of Kansas City, seemed to have accomplished througliout

his busines.s career the utmost possibility of success at any given point. With-

out one esoteric phase, his record was tliat of a man who, with clear concep-
tion and unfaltering determination, works toward the high standard which

he sets uj). A native son of Missouri, Mr. Smith was born August 6, 1848,

in Cooper county, and the experiences of farm life were his in his boyhood
and youth. The country schools afforded him hi.* educational opj)ortunities

and when twenty-one years of age he became a salesman in the general store

of Hoblitzell & Judd at Milton, Atchison county, Missouri, where he continued

for a year and a half. On the expiration of that period he accepted a posi-

tion in the wholesale dry goods store of Lemon, Hosea &: Company at St.

Joseph, Mi.ssouri, and remained as assistant salesman and buyer with the
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new firm when the original proprietor sold out to Milton Tootle, John S.

Brittain and John Ovelman. Another change in the partnership occurred

three years later, Mr. Smith becoming a partner in the enterprise under the

style of John S. Brittain & Company. After six years of successful pro-

prietorship he sold his interest in the ""firm and turned his attention to the

wholesale groceiy business in Kansas City under the firm name of Smith-

Heddens & Company. After five years devoted to that enterprise he again

sold out and once more became a resident of St. Joseph, where he entered into

partnership with John S. Brittain in the wholesale dry goods business under

the firm name of Brittain, Smith & Company, which firm succeeded Brittain-

Richardson & Company and also bought out the AVood Manufacturing Com-

pany. Thus in connection with the conduct of a wholesale dry goods estab-

ment the company engaged in the manufacture of overalls and shirts, Mr.

Smith acting as general manager of both concerns. His association with

commercial and industrial interests of St. Joseph thus continued until 1893,

when he disposed of his interest and became a partner of James McCord,

president of the Nave-McCord Mercantile Company of St. Joseph, and John

Townsend of the Townsend-Wyatt Dry Goods Company, under the name
of the Smith-McCord Dry Goods Company. The newly organized company

opened a wholesale dry goods establishment on the 1st of September, 1893,

at the corner of Seventh and Wyandotte streets in Kansas City and such

was the growth of the business during the succeeding decade that in 1903

it became necessary to obtain larger quarters and an extensive block was

erected at the corner of Seventh and Central streets. On moving into the

new quarters, in January, 1903, the name of the company was changed to

the Smith-McCord-Townsend Dry Goods Company. By this time the busi-

ness had taken rank as one of the largest wholesale dry-goods interests of

Kansas City. The partners were all men of wide experience, of progressive

views and firm purpose, and with Mr. Smith in the position of president and

the executive head of the house, the interests were most carefuUy controlled

and the trade constantly increased in extent and importance.
On the 8th of June, 1880, was celebrated the marriage of George C.

Smith and Miss Mattie Heddens, a daughter of Dr. W. I. Heddens, of St.

Joseph, Missouri. Three children were born unto them : Irving H. George
C. and Catherine. The death of the husband and father occurred at his

home at No. 720 Highland avenue, February 4, 1906, after an illness of

several months. He was a man of domestic taste, w^ho found his greatest

happiness at his own fireside with his family around him. He was continu-

ally planning for the interests and welfare of his wife and children and was

equally loyal in his friendships. At the same time he was a citizen whose

public spirit made his service of the utmost value in promoting measures of

general importance. He w^as for several years a director of the Commercial

Club, of Convention Hall and of the Provident A.ssociation. He was elected

to the presidency of the Commercial Club at the last annual election preced-

ing his demise but was compelled to resign on account of failing health. In

his labors for the public good he brought to bear the same practical discrimi-

nation and clear discernment that characterized him in his busines life. He
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seemed almost intuitively to place a correct vtiluation upon an opportunity
and to look beyond the exigencies of the moment to the possibilities of the

future. The salient features of his entire career were such as to win him
the honor and respect of the general public and the sincere admiration and

trust of his contemporaries and his colleagues. He always took a deep and

helpful interest in the welfare of his fellowmen. being an especial friend of

the voung man, whom he often assisted in various wavs and bv whom he

was deeply loved.

JAMES A. PATTOX.

James A. Patton. president of the Bank of Commerce at the stockyards

in Kansas City from January. 1899, until his death, April 30. 1905. was

recognized in business circles as a man of thorough reliability. His com-

mercial integrity was ever above question and his success was based upon
methods which neither sought nor required disguise. He was born near

Indianapolis, Indiana, May 20, 1858. His father, John Patton, was a banker,

and for many years thus represented the financial interests of Thorntown.

Indiana. The son pursued his preliminary education in the public schools

and later attended a business college at Indianapolis prior to entering upon
the study of law, to which he devoted four years. He then returned to Thorn-

town and became associated with his father in the bank, this connection con-

tinuing for a few years. Later Mr. Patton began learning the carriage-making
trade in Thorntown and after a short time purchased his employer's plant

there and engaged in the manufacture of carriages for several years, or until

1886. Disposing of his business in the Hoosier state, he removed westward to

Garden City, Kansas, where he engaged in the banking business as president

of a bank for three years.

In 1889 he removed to Houston, Texas, where for four years he was asso-

ciated with the Planters A: Mechanics National Bank, but on account of ill

health he left the south and went abroad, traveling for four months. He
was greatly benefited by the change of scene and climate, and with improved
health, returned to America, settling in Boston. MassachiL-ietts, where he en-

gaged in the lumber business for three years. On the expiration of that period
\u again removed to the west, settling at Council Bluft's, Iowa, where he

became associated with the First National Bank as cashier. After a short

time, however, he was made president and continued his connection with that

institution for three years, or until his removal to Kansas City in the

early part of 1899. Here he was at once elected to the presidency of the Bank
of Commerce at the stockyards, one of the strong financial institutions of

the city, which, under his capable direction, conducted a flourishing and con-

stantly increasing biLsiness. His long experience in banking, his excellent

business ability and executive force enabled him greatly to promote the in-

terests of the Bank of Commerce and also gained him recognition as one of the

valued additions to business circles here.
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In Thorntown, Indiana, Mr. Patton was united in marriage to Miss

Lillie Luring, of that place, who died there in 1885, leaving a daughter,
Ethel L., who is now residing with Mrs. James A. Patton. In 1889, in Green-

castle, Indiana, Mr. Patton was again married, his second union being with

Miss Mary C. Seybold, who was there born. Her father, John L. Seybold,

followed farming near Greencastle throughout his entire life, and his wife

also passed away in that locality. The only child of the second marriage is

Margaret A. Patton. who also makes her home here with her mother. The
death of the husband and father occurred April 30, 1905, and was the occasion

of deep and widespread regret to those who knew him. His life was quiet and

unostentatious but characterized by a genuine worth that everywhere com-

manded confidence, good-will and regard. In politics he was a republican
without political aspiration, and fraternally he was a Mason, being initiated

into the order at Indianapolis. The Independence Avenue Methodist Epis-

copal church found him a devoted and faithful member, and he was every-

where known as a consistent Christian gentleman.

ABRAHAM H. KXAPP.

Abraham H. Knapp was for almost twenty years superintendent of the

Osawatomie Asylum, in which connection he took a stand much in advance of

that usually occupied by the profession concerning the treatment of the

insane. He instituted new methods, the value of which were proven in his

active work, and became widely recognized by the medical fraternity as one

of its most eminent and honored representatives. The ancestral history of

the family records that several brothers of the name were residents of Eng-
land. One went to Germany and erected a home on a hill, or knob, and he
became known as Knapp, for knob, on account of the place of hi^ residence.

He was the founder of the branch of the family from which Dr. Knapp is

descended. The first representative of this branch to locate in America
established a home in New England at a verv^ early day. Dr. Nathan Knapp,
father of Abraham H. Knapp, and a native of Massachusetts, was a graduate
of a medical college and settled at Saugerties, New York, where he practiced
for several years and there spent his last days. Both he and his wife were

earnest Christian people, holding membership in the Presbyterian church.

Dr. Abraham H. Knapp, the only son in a family of ten children, was
born in the state of New York in August, 1829, and began his education there

in the local schools. Determining to become a member of the medical frater-

nity, he began preparation for the profession as a student in a medical college
of New York city and entered upon active practice at Gilboa, New York, in

connection w^th Dr. Fanning. Subsequently, he pursued post-graduate work in

Chicago, and at all times was an earnest and discriminating student of his

profession, who did all in his power to further its interests and promote his

own efficiency. He was married in Gilboa, New York, in 1851, to Miss Clara
L. Jackson, of that place, and took his bride to Coxsackie, New York, a town
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on the Hudson, where he had located nearly a year prior to his marriage-

Six children of the family were born during their residence there, and when

they had attained age sufHcient to enable them to become students Dr. Knapp
removed to Poughkeepsie in order to educate his children, continuing a resi-

dent of that center of learning for five years.

His next removal took him to Ottawa, Kansas, where he continued in

active practice for three years, when his professional ability won recognition

in an appointment to the superintendency of the Osawatomie Asylum, a state

institution. The following years marked the greatest epoch in his life work.

His system of management of the insane attracted wide attention. He brought

to bear the most humane principles and practices in the control of the insti-

tution and accomplished wonderful results through kindness. He stood for

progress in everything bearing upon his work and was instrumental in secur-

ing the erection of new buildir.gs, planned with a view to convenience, light-

ins; and sanitation. The grounds were attractivelv laid out until the asvlum

became a most beautiful place, designed in its beauty and harmonious color-

ing to bring that quality of rest and mental ease so necessary to those suffering

from nervous and mental disorders. For nearly twenty years Dr. Knapp
filled the position of superintendent, and his labors were most successful,

viewed from either a humanitarian or a professional standpoint. He studied

closely everything bearing upon the subject of the treatment of mental dis-

eases, and his own broad experience brought him much valuable knowledge,
while his efforts in behalf of the unfortunate under his care were attended with

notable results in cures effected.

Of a most benevolent and kindly spirit, Dr. Knapp was always en-

couraged in his work by his wife, whose kindly and charitable disposition

are attested by all who know her. Mrs. Knapp was born in Gilboa, New York,
October 8, 1829. Her father, Allen H. Jackson, was a graduate of West

Point, but did not enter the regular army on account of ill health. Locating
in Gilboa, he there turned his attention to merchandising and was married

there to Miss Diana Paige, of New York, a daughter of the Rev. Winslow

Paige, a Presbyterian minister, who married Clara Keys, a niece of General

Keys, who won fame in the war of 1776. The Rev. Paige was a descendant

of Governor Winslow, of Massachusetts. Mr. Jackson, never a vigorous man,
died in Gilboa in 1836 when about forty years of age, his wife surviving him
for many years. Their daughter, Mrs. Knapp, was educated in Mrs. Emma
Willard's Seminary at Troy, New York, a noted young ladies' school of that

day and still one of the excellent educational institutions of the cast.

Unto Dr. and Mrs. Knapp were born two sons and three daughters. Dr.

Louis Knapj), a graduate of I he Louisville (Ky.) Medical College, was

assistant surgeon in the United States army and died at Ost, Kansas. He
was married three times, and by his last marriage had a daughter, Clara, who
is now the wife of V. Tnicman, of Springfield, Missouri, and has one child,

Jackson. Dora Mumford is living with her mother in Kansas City. An-

toinette, usually known as Nettie, is the wife of P. H. Gehr, and resides at

Mountain Home, Arkansas. She has three children by a former marriage,

Thomas. Enniss and TIallie. Frank, an electrician of Kan.sas Citv. married
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Ida Beeler and has two sons, George and Frank. Clara is the wife of Dr. Cx.

P. True, of Aurora, Missouri, and they have two sons, Frank and Harry.
Dr. Knapp was devoted to the welfare and happiness of his wife and

children and was altogether a most kind lovable man, whose many good

qualities won him the esteem of all who knew him. He stood very high in the

different communities in which he resided and was known and honored

throughout this state. He lived a Christian life and possessed a nature that

recognized the divine power, yet did not affiliate with any church. In politics

he was a lifelong republican and during the war served as an examining
surgeon in the state of New York. When death claimed him the profession
lost a valued and prominent member his friends one who was ever faithful

and loyal to their interests and his family a most devoted husband and
father.

Mrs. Knapp still survives her husband, and following his demise removed

to Kansas City in 1893. Although now nearly seventy-nine years of age she

possesses w^onderful sight and marked artistic talent, doing excellent work in

oil, portraiture and scenes; also illustrations for periodicals. The years rest

very lightly upon her, her appearance and activity indicating that she is a

lady of much younger age. She keeps in close touch with the interests of the

day and association with her means expansion and elevation.

RICHARD SAUNDERS.

Richard Saunders, who departed this life on the 17h of July, 1904, was

for many years prominently connected with the banking business of Missouri,

but after coming to Kansas City he practically lived retired. Such was his

approachableness and his popularity that he was widely known to his exten-

sive circle of friends as Dick Saunders. He was born in Madison county, Ken-

tucky, March 21, 1835, a son of Mr. and Mrs. John Saunders, who were like-

wise natives of that county, where they resided until the 24th of July, 1843,

when they removed to Buchanan county, Missouri. The father purchased a

farm at Big Spring, near the city of St. Joseph, and was there engaged in

carrying on general agricultural pursuits throughout his remaining days.

His wife also died there.

Richard Saunders acquired his early education in the common schools

of Buchanan county and then went to Philndelphia, where he completed his

education by study in Duff's Commercial College. Following his return to

St. Joseph, Missouri, he became the landlord of the Saunders House and

engaged in the hotel business for sixteen years. He afterward went to Mary-

ville, Missouri, where he and his brother John and his cousin, George S.

Baker, formed a partnership and established a banking house under the firm

style of Baker, Saunders & Company, which is still in existence under the

name of the Maryville National Bank. For a number of years Richard

Saunders continued in the banking business at that place and met w^ith success

in his undertakings. He removed to Kansas City in 1881. Here he largely
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lived retired, although he was engaged to some extent in real-estate operations

and in loaning money. Throughout his business career he manifested keen

discernment, strong purpose and unfaltering reliability, and his labors, care-

fully and intelligently directed, brought to him gratifying prosperity.

Mr. Saunders Avas married in Maryville, Missouri, to Miss Lida C. West,

a daughter of John and Martha West. Her father was a farmer throughout
his entire life and died in Ohio, after which Mrs. West removed to Maryville.

Missouri, and made her home with Mr. and Mrs. Saunders until she passed

away there. Mr. and Mrs. Saunders became the parents of a son and daugh-
ter: Edward W., who died at the age of two years; and Helen.

In 1903 the health of Mr. Saunders became impaired and with the hope
that the change would prove beneficial he went to California, where he spent

one year with a professional nurse. He then returned to Kansas City but

almost immediately grew much worse and passed away at his home here

July 17, 1904. He was never an office seeker, although he kept well informed

on the political questions and issues of the day. In early life he was a demo-

crat but later voted the republican ticket. He assisted in organizing the

first Odd Fellows lodge in Maryville, of which he was a member but never

joined the lodge in Kansas City. Both he and his wife were members of

the Christian church here, interested in its work and generous in its support.

Mr. Saunders was a personal friend of many of the leading financiers of

Kansas City and also of the moneyed men of St. Joseph and Maryville. His

associates respected him and gave him warm personal friendship, while his

cordiality and geniality are evidenced in the fact that he was usually ad-

dressed by his first name or its shortened appellation of Dick. He was devoted

to his family and his friends and by all who knew him his death was deeply
mourned. Mrs. Saunders is prominent socially in the city. She owns a

large and beautiful residence at No. 3126 Troost avenue, where she and her

daughter now reside.

JAMES HURT.

James Hurt, deceased, waiS a retired capitalist and one of the best known
residents of Kansas City, where he made liis home from 1870 until his death

in 1884. He was born in Ahnint Sterling, Kentucky, May 10, 1828, his

parents being Joshua and Elizal^eth Hurt. The father's birth occurred in

Tennessee, October 10, 1782, and the mother wa=; born December 20. 1802.

Losing his father when only four years of age, James Hurt was reared by
his mother in liis native town and acquired a good education in his youth.
In early manhood he engaged in teaching in Mount Sterling for a brief

period, after which he became a trader and thus laid the foundation for his

later success. While still residing in Kentucky he engaged extensively in

dealing in horses and mules and likewise was connected with the grain

trade, carrying on business with over increasing success for many years or

until his removal to the west. His brother. Willinn) P. Hurt, was then con-



JAMES HURT.



PUBUcllBRARY

ASTOR. LENOX
ItILDEN FO-:r:»ATIONSj



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 343

nec'ted with the Columbia female college, knoAvn as Christian College, and

this fact influenced our subject to locate there.

From Columbia, Mr. Hurt removed to Kansas City, where he was mar-

ried to Miss Julia G. Howard, a native of Kentucky and a daughter of John
Leland and Cordelia (Lincoln) Howard, the latter being a distant relative

of Abraham Lincoln. Mr. Lloward was also born in Kentucky and in his

boyhood was a schoolmate of Tom E. Manshall and Colonel W. A. Doni-

phan and others who gained divStinction in later life. In his youth he was

provided wdth liberal educational advantages and became a well read man, al-

ways keeping abreast with the times. Studying law, he engaged in the practice

of that profession in Louisiana for twelve years after his graduation, and then

returned to Kentucky, where he became interested in farming and stock-

raising, making a specialty of fine blooded hoi-ses. He was the owner of

some of the finest stock of that period. At an early day he removed to Clay

county, Missouri, taking with him forty head of hoi-ses, which was the first

stable of fine stock established in this state. After the death of Mr. Hurt,
he came to Kansas City and spent his remaining years with his daughter,

dying here in 1893, at the advanced age of ninety-two years. He was a man
of fine personality and a general favorite with all who knew him, which

was evidenced by the fact of his being elected justice of the peace in Clay

county on the young men's ticket when seventy-five years of age. He was

the associate and personal friend of many of the prominent men of the

south.

Three children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Hurt, two sons and a

daughter, but the daughter is the only one now living. The sons were both

professional men of Kansas City and their death was a distinct loss to west-

ern Missouri. They were provided with excellent educational advantages,
one being a graduate of Harvard. Holden H., who died recently, was an

attorney of Kansas City and resided wnth his mother until his demise. James

C, who passed aw^ay in 1906, was a graduate chemist and w-as living with

his mother at the time of his demise. Both w^ere Greek letter men, being
members of the Kappa Alpha fraternity. The daughter, Julia Fay, is the

wife of John Benoist Carton, a resident of St. Louis, and has one daughter,
Julia Fay.

The first year of his residence in Kansas City Mr. Hurt erected a large

wholesale house and a hotel, which materially promoted the upbuilding of

the town, then containing only thirty thousand inhabitants. Several years

later he embarked in the wholesale shoe business as a member of the firm of

Cooper, Hurt & Company, but after a brief period he disposed of his interest

in the store, becoming largely interested in cattle and real estate. Prosperity

attended his efforts and as an enterprising and progressive citizen he did

much toward the upbuilding of the city. He was a member of the Kansas

Citv Building & Loan Association and was evervwhere known as a man
of unwavering honesty and genuine worth. At the time of his death he

was a retired capitalist.

Mr. Hurt never held any public offices but preferred to concentrate his

energies upon' his private interests, although his friends several times urged
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him to become a candidate for the state legislature. He was a devoted and
faithful member of the Christian church, to which Mrs. Hurt still belongs,
and he took an active and helpful interest in the various departments of

church work, serving as one of its deacons from the time of the building of

the church until his demise. Mrs. Hurt was appointed a member of the

State Board of Charities by Governor Dockery and faithfully served in that

position for three years, when she resigned. She is a member of the Im-

provement Club, the Young Women's Christian Association, the Woman's
Board of Foreign Missions and the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals, and with willing hands she ministers to the wants of many.

STEPHEN E. RUMBLE.

Character and ability will come to the front anywhere. It is only the

real value of a life in its relations to others that causes the memory of an

individual to be perpetuated. It may be through the establishment of ex-

tensive business interests that the individual assists his fellowmen, or it may
be in less tangible ways of influence or in support of plans and measures for

the public good. He lives most who lives not for himself alone, a fact which

found verification in the life record of Stephen E. Rumble, one of Kansas

City's most respected and honored business men and residents from 1883 up
to the time of his death. His birth occurred in Ohio, August 18, 1860. His

father, David Rumble, was also a native of that state, where for many years

he resided on a farm, afterward removing to La Belle, Missouri, where he

earned on general agricultural pursuits throughout his remaining days, both

he and his wife passing away there.

Stephen E. Rumble obtained his education in the best public schools in

his native county in Ohio and when a young man went with an uncle to

Natchez, Mississippi, where they were engaged in business together for four

years. On the expiration of that period Mr. Rumble came to Kansas City in

1883 and for a few years devoted his time and energies to different lines of

business. He then abandoned all other interests to assist in the organization

and promotion of the Kansas City Life Insurance Company, of which he

became secretary and one of the leading stockholders. Throughout his re-

maining days he continued in active connection witli the company in that

ofTico and contributed in large measure to its success. Whatever he under-

took he carried fonvard to completion. He was a man of strong purpose and

resolute will, carefully shaping conditions to his own ends, yet never adopt-

ing a business principle or sanctioning a business action that was not strictly

fair and honorable.

Mr. Rumble was married twice. He first wedded Miss Tillie Zaumsil,

who died in Kansas City, after which he was married here to Miss Leila

Summers, a native of Clay county. Missouri, and a daughter of Sidney and

Elizabeth fRussell) Summers. Her father was a native of Kentucky and

when fifteen years of age became a resident of Clay county, Missouri. Fol-
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lowing his marriage, which occurred there, he purchased a farm which was

a part of the old Russell homestead, the Russell family having been pioneers

of that county. Mr. Summers engaged in general farming in Clay county
for thirty-three years and there remained until his death in 1899. Since

then Mrs. Summers has made her home in Kansas City.

Mr. Rumble always took a very active interest in politics and was

a stanch republican. Socially he was a member of the Masonic fraternity

and he likewise held membership with the Commercial Club, of which he

was a prominent representative. He held membership in the Independence
Boulevard Christian church, of which his wife and Mrs. Summers are also

members. He joined this church on its organization and from the beginning
until his death held office therein, while in its work he took a very active and

helpful part, giving of his time, talent and means to further the cause of

the church in its various activities. Since his death the splendid new house

of worship has been erected and one of the windows was especially designed
as a memorial to Mr. Rumble.

He was accorded a position of prominence in business circles, in the

Commercial Club, and in his church. He exercised his talents for the

furtherance of all of these and in commercial and financial circles was re-

spected for the success he accomplished, while in municipal life he was hon-

ored for his loyalty to the city. To his friends he was ever faithful but his

best traits of character were reserved for his own fireside, the ties of home

being to him a sacred tru.st. Mrs. Rumble and her mother own a beautiful

home which they erected at No. 2919 Campbell street, in addition to which

they have the Summers' farm and estate in Clay county, Missouri. Mrs.

Rumble also received a goodly inheritance from her husband, leaving her

in an independent financial position. She cherishes, however, much more

the untarnished name which he left behind him, showing that his life in

every relation was actuated by high and manly principles.

CHARLES T. KORNBRODT.

Charles T. Kornbrodt, of the Kornbrodt Kornice Kompany of Kansas

City, has here resided since 1885 and since 1898 has been engaged in business

on his own account. As the name indicates, he is a native of Germany,
his birth having occurred in the city of Schmalkalden, December 10, 1860.

His father, Casper Friedrich Kornbrodt, was also engaged in the cornice and

sheet-metal business in Germany and was there married to Miss Christine

Margaret Werner. Both parents died when their son Charles was but nine

years of age. An elder son of the family, then eighteen years of age, carried

on the business, while the two daughters of the household looked after the

home duties and in this way the family kept together.

At the time of his father's demise Charles T. Kornbrodt began working
in the shop with his brother and thus early acquainted himself with the

sheet-iron business. He was at work at the bench with tools when most boys
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are at play or in school and he early learned the value of industry, economy
and careful management as factors in acquiring success in business life. He
became thoroughly acquainted with sheet-iron work in every particular and

was considered quite an expert in that line at the age of fourteen years
—a

time when most boys are just entering upon an apprenticeship to acquaint

themselves with a business which they desire to make a life calling. He was

not wholly deprived of educational privileges, however, but had the opportunity

of attending school each day till his fourteenth year, working in the shop
in the early mornings and in the evenings. He came to the United States

at the age of nineteen, landing at Baltimore, whence he made his way to

Dexter, Michigan. His financial resources were extremely limited, he having

just enough money to take him through to Dexter, where lived a friend

whom he had known in Germany and who had located there about two months

before.

Mr. Kornbrodt immediately secured work at his trade at a salary of a

dollar per day. In the fall he went upon a farm, where he worked through
the winter for his board because the shops were closed down. He afterward

hired to a farmer for w^ages but when he had remained in that service for a

few months he suffered a sunstroke while in the hayfield. Upon his recovery

he went to Detroit, Michigan, where he resumed work at his trade, continu-

ing in that line until 1885, his wages being from nine to twelve dollars per

week. When his employer wished to reduce his wages twenty-five per cent

he left Detroit and what seemed then an adversity proved a blessing in dis-

guise for, forced to strike out for himself, he made his way to Kansas City

and entered upon what has proven a prosperous business career here. He was

first employed as foreman by E. Stoeltzing, acting in that capacity in most

able and acceptable manner for thirteen years. During that time he carefully

saved his earnings until in 1898 he felt justified in engaging in business on

his own account on Grand avenue. There he remained for a few years, while

later he was located at Sixth and Broadway.
In 1907 he purchased the site that he now occupies and erected the

present building, twenty-eight by one hundred and fifty-seven and a half

feet. He has had many large contracts in the city, doing the sheet metal,

cornice and other work for the Jones Dry Goods Company, for the Montgom-
ery Ward building, for many of the large flat buildings, including the Wil-

liams flats at Twenty-ninth and Troost and Thirty-fifth and Troost, also at

Forty-third and Warwick. He also had the contract for work in his line on

the Moore school building, the Wellington Hotel at Wellington, Kansas, and
the Normal school at Warrensburg, Missouri, together with the pipe work
on the new car shops of the Kansas City Southern Railroad at Pittsburg,
Kansas. His business for 1907 amounted to thirty-five thousand dollars,

which wa.s ten thousand dollars in excess of that of 1906. Since starting

out on hii5 own account his patronage has steadily increased and he is now
at the head of a paying business concern. He began work in Kansas City

at a salary of thirteen dollars per week but was constantly advanced until he

was receiving twenty dollars, being recognized as an expert in sheet-metal

work. The Kornbrodt Kornice Kompany does work in metal cornice, sky-
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lights, metal ceilings, tin roofing, slate roofing, furnaces and everything in

the line of sheet-metal work, and the business has now reached a profitable

figTire.

On the 6th of January, 1887, Mr. Kornbrodt was married to Miss Mary
C. Stansch, of Kansas City, a daughter of the late AugTist Stansch. They
have two children, Frieda, aged thirteen years; and Rosa, aged eleven. The
whole family are members of the Methodist Episcopal church at the corner

of IJnwood and Olive and in its work ^Ir. Kornbrodt takes a most active and

helpful part, acting as a member of the building committee at the time of the

erection of the new church and serving since as treasurer. He has also

been a helpful factor in the Sunday school and he does everything in his

power to promote the growth and extend the influence of the church. An
exemplary member of the Masonic fraternity, he is now junior deacon of

Southgate Lodge, No. 547, A. F. & A. M. His political views accord with

the principles of the republican party. He has never had occasion to regret

his determination to seek a home in America, for the opportunities which

he sought and here found have enabled him to advance in the business world

until he has now reached a creditable place.

AMOS L. WEST.

Amos L. West, who has been engaged in contracting in Kansas City
since 1884, controlling a large and constantly growing business, was born

in Cook county, Illinois, November 27, 1848. His father, John West, was a

native of England and after coming to America wedded Mary M. Allen, a

native of the state of New York. When their son Amos was eight years of

age they removed to Nora Springs, Iowa, and shortly afterward became resi-

dents of Mason City, Iowa, where Amos L. West was reared to manhood, the

public schools affording him his educational privileges, while his business

training was received in the Iowa City Commercial College, from which he

was graduated in April, 1871. He then turned his attention to contracting
in the line of railroad construction and secured contracts with the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad through Iowa. For several years he was

identified with the building of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad

and the Chicago & North-Western Railroad, building lines through Iowa,

Wisconsin, Minnesota and the Dakotas.

In 1884 he came to Kansas City with the intention of building thirty

miles of track through Kansas but on reaching this city he halted his horses

and equipments and at once began work here. He has since been one of the

prominent figures in contracting circles here and has done much important
work in his line. During the period in which he was engaged in railroad

construction on the frontier he also bought and handled cattle quite exten-

sively, having as high as four hundred and forty head on grass at one time

and the business proved a profitable undertaking.
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Mr. West was married to Miss Josephine E. Frye, of Granville, Wiscon-

sin, in 1873, and unto them have been born four children: Emma B., the

wife of Barney Blum, of Los Angeles, California; Mary Estella, who became
the wife of Frank W. Sponable, a banker of Gardner, Kansas; John Orton
and Austin Amos, who are now connected with their father in business in

Kansas City. The wife and mother died in January, 1893, and in 1901

Mr. West was again married, his second union being with Miss Mary W.
Preston, of Kansas City, a native of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, whose

parents removed to this city in 1884.

Mr. West is a republican in his political views and, as every true Ameri-
can citizen should do, keeps well informed on the questions and issues of

the day but the honors and emoluments of office have had no attraction for

him. His wife is a member of the Presbyterian church and both are highly
esteemed in the city, having here many Avarm friends.

HENRY D. CLARK.

Henry D. Clark, whose life record ended December 31, 1907, was one

of the picturesque figures in the history of Kansas City. While in no country

are there so many opportunities open in the business world as there are in

America, it is yet a sufficiently rare occurrence to awaken interest and ad-

miration when a penniless boy arises to prominence in the business world

and ranks with the more successful residents of the city in which he casts

his lot. Such was the career of Henry D. Clark, who from 1876 until his

demise made his home in Kansas City.

His birth occurred in Brookfield, New York, July 7, 1849, but during
his very early childhood he was taken to Wisconsin, where he was reared.

He was one of the youngest soldiers of the Civil war. He had completed

but six months after the thirteenth anniversary of his birth when he joined

the army, enlisting in 1863 with the Thirteenth New York Artillery, but

he was large for his age and he claimed that he was eighteen. The ''un-

lucky" number of his regiment and of his years evidently had no baneful

influence over his life, for he escaped unharmed and was honorably dis-

charged in 1865. He returned to Buffalo and later went to Milwaukee,

Wisconsin. He was then upon the lakes as a sailor for four years. He next

went to Chicago and for one year was connected ^vith the Independence
Hotel. lie also entered upon his theatrical career there and was manager
of the California Paris Theater on the west side for a time. Mr. Clark went

to Independence, Kansas, from Chicago and purchased a large tract of land,

now known to contain some of the largest oil wells in the country, but be-

coming dissatisfied he sold out at a great sacrifice and came to Kansas City

in 187'6. He was at the time associated with one of the Eddie Foy com-

panies. Believing that Kansas City offered a good field for theatrical at-

tractions, he started upon an independent venture in this direction. This

was during the days of Kansas City's pioneer experience and he received a
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liberal patronage in the Coliseum from the typical residents of the frontier.

In his house appeared many who have become known to fame, including

Eddie Foy, Mclntyre and Heath, Murray and Mack and score.? of others.

The Newmarket theater was ejected by him on Walnut street near Fourth

street, and he leased it for a term of years, while he turned his attention

to the real-estate business. He also built the theater at the corner of Ninth

and May streets, a combination theater, which he leased for six years to

Judge & Hedson. At the end of that time it was destroyed by fire and he

then rebuilt what was known a& the new Ninth Street Theater, with a seat-

ing capacity of twenty-five hundred. It was prettily decorated and became

an attractive house. Mr. Clark conducted this theater for five years, after

which he leased it to the Orpheum Theater Circuit Company, which still

operates it. It was for a long time the only exclusive vaudeville theater in

the city and it remained the property of Mr. Clark up to the time of his

death.

Mr. Clark was also well known because of his building and real-estate

operations. He erected many residences and business blocks in the city.

He put up a number of residences at Thirty-third and Broadway and also

at Thirty-ninth and Genesee streets, from which he derived a good rental.

He erected altogether about thirty houses in the southern part of the town

and found these to be a good income paying property. In his real-estate deals

he manifested keen discrimination concerning the valuation of property n.nd

its possible rise or diminution and his carefully conducted real-estate interests

gained for him a place among the more substantial residents of Kansas City.

Mr. Clark was married in Kansas City, at the age of thirty-tv:o years,

to Delia R. Clark, of Oneida county, New York, and they became the par-

ents of five children: Goldie A., now the wife of J. B. Shinn, of Seattle,

Washington; Henry D., a druggist located at Thirty-ninth and Genesee

streets; Palmer J., Hazel and William, all at home. The death of Mr. Clark

occurred after a brief illness when he was in his fifty-ninth year. He left

to his family a handsome competence, acquired by his own toil and careful

management through an active business career, in which he gained for him-

self a creditable place in business circles as theater owner and real-estate

dealer.

SIDNEY POWELL ALLEN.

Sidney powell Allen, financier and promoter of Kansas City, was

born in Daviess county, Missouri. Febmary 24, 1867. His father. Dr. J. T.

Allen, who was born near Fredericksburg in Botetourt county, Virginia,
came to Missouri in 1856. The mother. Harriett A. (Wynne) Allen, was a

native of Tazewell county, Virginia, anl both were representatives of old

families of Scotch -Irish stock and came to Missouri during their minority,

being married in this state.

In the public schools of Gallatin, Missouri, Sidney P. Allen pursued
his education and in 1899 entered business life as a dealer in loans and
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real estate at Cameron, Missouri. After eight years there passed, during
which time he loaned several million dollars for life insurance companies
and individuals, he came to Kansas City in 1898 and established an office

for continuance in the same line here. Four years ago he practically with-

drew from the loan business and turned his attention to the colonization of

the southwest through the sale of farm lands. Until three years ago he

handled principally Kansas and Missouri lands but the prices of property
in these states became too high and he formed a company for the lea^e and

purchase of lands in the Chicksaw and Choctaw nations, and ultimately

organized the Bankers Trust Company, of Ardmore, Indian Territory, now

Oklahoma, with a paid-up capital of two hundred and fifty thousand dol-

lars, to act as a guardian for minors and transact a general trust company
business. It will thus be seen that after his initial step in the business world

he soon passed on to positions of executive control, subsequently bending
his energies largely to organization, to constructive efforts and adminis-

trative direction. Possessing broad, enlightened and liberal-minded views,

faith in himself and in vast potentialities for the development inhered

in his country's wide domain and specific needs along the distinctive lines

chosen for his life's work, his has been an active career in which he has

accomplished important and far-reaching results, contributing in no small

degree to the expansion and material growth of the southwest and from

which he himself has also derived substantial benefits.

After organizing the company to operate in the Indian Territory, Mr.

Allen also formed a company, capitalized for one hundred and fifty thou-

sand dollars, to purchase timber land^ in the Choctaw nations. He gave
his attention principally to this work for some time, devoting but little time

to colonization until two years ago, when he resumed efforts in that direction.

At the present time, however, he confines his attention to the handling of

large tracts through colonization companies, dealing extensively in Texas

lands. He is a man of marked insight into business possibilities and oppor-

tunities that others have passed by heedlessly he has noted and improved,
with the result that his individual success has been augumented, while the

districts in which he has operated have also been materially improved

thereby.

He has promoted various enterprises in con.siderable magnitude, includ-

ing the formation of the drainage district in Bates county, Missouri, under

the state law for the redemption of lands from overflow. This district con-

sists of a tract of forty thousand acres in the Marais des Cygnes river valley.

This land, which is unusually fertile, was worth only twenty-five dollars

per acre on account of the overflow from the river, which took a snake-like

course through that section, its entire distance being seventy-five miles. The

company employed a competent engineer to dig a ditch which covers the

entire distance in a straight line in twenty-five miles and naturally does

away with the overflow, so that the land, naturally productive, has increased

in value to from ono hundred to one hundred and fifty dollars per acre.

Another enterprise which has found in Mr. Allen a moving spirit was

the Socorro Company, of Elmendorf, New Mexico, capitalized for two mil-
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lion dollars and bonded for five hundred thousand dollars. This company
owns seventy-two thousand acres in Socorro county, New Mexico, of which

sixty thousand acres, known as the Bosque del Apache Grant, lies seventy

miles south of Albuquerque on the Rio Grande river. One half of this is

in the Rio Grande Valley and is being put under irrigation. It is adapted

to the production of sugar beets, alfalfa, cereals and fruit and will yield an

income of from fifty to five hundred dollars per acre. The sugar tru-st has

agreed to build a million dollar factory for the company as soon as the irri-

gation system is complete. The remaining twelve thousand acres is in small,

well-watered tracts in the mountainous country a few miles west and is sur-

rounded by extensive tracts of public land suitable for sheep raising. Ama-

dous other enterprises have felt the stimulus of the business discernment, un-

wearied industry and substantial cooperation of Mr. Allen, including ex-

tensive mining interests in old Mexico.

On the 13th of June, 1902, Mr. Allen was married at Cameron, Mis-

souri, to Miss Nellie B. Osborn, a daughter of James J. Osborn, of Colorado

Springs, Colorado, and they have one daughter, Helen Jean, who is attend-

ing Kemper Hall at Kenosha, Wisconsin. The wife and daughter are mem-
bers of the Episcopal church. Mr. Allen belongs to the Masonic fraternity

and has taken the Knight Templar degree in the York Rite and the

eighteenth degree in the Scottish Rite. He is also a member of the Kan-

sas City, Commercial, Elm Ridge and Country Clubs, of Kansas City, and the

Union League Club of Chicago, w^hile his political preference is given to the

democracy. He is a public-spirited man and a liberal contributor to vari-

ous charities and benevolent institutions. He finds rest and recreation from

the onerous duties of a strenuous business life in good literature, while

hunting and fishing, to which he has been devoted from his youth, are his

principal pastimes. He belongs to that class of men w^ho have distin-

guished themselves in their day and generation for the posse.?sion in an

eminent degree of those qualities of character which mainly contribute to

the success of private life and to the public stability
—men capable of pro-

jecting and promoting extensive interests that are a source of individual

profit and at the same time of public benefit.

V. M. MURPHEY

V. M. Murphey, conducting business under the name of the Murphey
Coal & Feed Company at Twentieth and Forest streets, was born in Macon,

Mississippi, in 1862. His father, Victor Murphey, Sr., was a native of

North Carolina and died in Mississippi. The mother, Mrs. Leah (Malone)

Murphey, was a native of Alabama.

The son acquired his education in the place of his nativity and upon
attaining his majority in 1883 came to Kansas City, where for fourteen

years he was connected with the Eme^\^ Bird, Thayer Dry Goods Company.
During twelve years of that time he w^as in the office as a trusted repre-
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fceiitative of the house. In 1897 he became connected with D. A. Ridge-

way in forming a partnership for tlie conduct of a coal and feed business

and, prospering in that undertaking, in 1903 he organized what is knowm
as the ^lurpiiey Coal ct Feed Company, doing business at Twentieth and
Forest streets, with the following othcers: V. M. Murphey, president; J. C.

Hill, vice president; and V. McBee, secretary. The company deals ex-

tensively in coal, wood, feed and ice. They employ about fifteen men and
utilize about ten teams in transportation of the commodities which they
handle. The business has prospered from the beginning and the success

of the company is attributable in no small degree to the experience, keen

discernment and unabating enterprise of the president.

Mr. Murphey was married in Kansas City in 1887 to Miss Anna E.

Hedges, who was born in Mi.ssouri, a daughter of George Hedges, a farmer

of this state. They now have two children: V. M. and Elizabeth. The

family home is at No. 1209 East Thirty-first street.

Mr. Murphey gives his political support to the democracy and in his

fraternal relations is a Mason, but while interested in various good works

and in the political situation of the country he is not an active participant
therein but concentrates his time and energies upon the conduct of his

business.

DAVID C. WEBB.

In former ages the history of a city or country was the record of its

wars and conquests. Today it is the record of its business development, the

victories now achieved being those of mind over matter, while the leaders

in public life are those who manifest the initiative spirit in founding and

controlling important business interests. In this connection David C. Webb,
now deceased, was well known, having been the president of the Webb-

Frcyschlag Mercantile Company, wholesale dealers in general merchandise

at Nos. 620 to 626 Delaware street. He arrived in Kansas Citv in December,

1893, and thereafter was closely associated with its business development.
A native of LaFayette, Indiana, wdiere his parents resided unlil their

deaths, he was there born April 23, 1834, and w-as educated in the public

schools of that town. His opportunities, however, in that direction were

somewhat limited, for from an early age he was dependent upon his own

resources, being a youth of fourteen when with a brother he w^ent to South

America, locating at what is now Aspinwall on the isthmus of Panama.

There he and his brother l)uilt and conducted a hotel and general store, it

being the first hotel at that ])lace. David C. AVcbb owned a half interest

in both and continued in the dual occupation for some time. Later he en-

gaged in building steamships there and also in shipping cotton, continuing
in business for ten years or until 1858, when he disposed of his interests

in the south and returned to the United States.

Mr. Webb then settled at Decatur, Illinois, where he engaged in gen-

eral merchandising until 1876. During that time, in 1872, he visited Kansas
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City. Four years later he removed to Council Grove, Kansas, where he pur-

chased and managed several farms, and was also interested in the banks at

that place and Lyons, assisting in organizing one at Council Grove, of which

he was vice president and a director. He likewise was the owner of general

stores at Council Grove, Strong City, and in other towns in that vicinity

and was interested in banks in several different places. His business inter-

ests thus broadened out and he became a leading factor in commercial and

financial circles in that part of the state.

In 1893 Mr. Webb came again to Kansas City, where he organized the

Webb-Freyschlag Mercantile Company, continuing as its president up to

the time of his demise. They established and conducted a wholesale notion

house which is still in existence—the largest of the kind in Kansas City.

The business is now very extensive and is thus recognized as one of the

leading commercial enterprises here. Mr. Webb continued as president of

the same and also kept his interest in the banks at Lyons and at Council

Grove, Kansas. He was president of the Pague Manufacturing Company of

Kansas City until his death and had large real-estate holdings here. He
seemed to readily recognize the opportune moment and his judgment in all

matters of commercial and financial interest was sound and reliable.

In Decatur, Illinois, Mr. Webb w^a^ married to Miss Mary A. Seamans,
a native of Zanesville, Ohio, where her parents resided, her father being a

merchant there during the greater part of his life. Mr. and Mrs. Webb had

four children, two living, namely: Minnie and Nora L. The former is the

wife of Edward W. Freyschlag, the president of the Webb-Freyschlag Mer-

cantile Company, and they reside at No. 3800 Warwick boulevard with their

children, Ralph W., Norma E., and Edw^ard Eugene. The oldest married

Kathleen Pague, of the old and prominent Pague family, and is now secre-

tary and treasurer of the Pague INIanufacturing Company of this city. He
and his wife also reside at No. 3800 Warwick boulevard. Nora L. Webb
is the wife of S. G. Puterbaugh, who is engaged in the dry-goods business

at Lyons, Kansas.

The death of the husband and father occurred on Christmas day of

1906 and the interment w^as made at Mount Washington cemetery. He was-

a prominent Mason, having attained the Knight Templar degree in the

York Rite and the thirty-second in the Scottish Rite. He was also a mem-
ber of the Commercial Club and of the Independence Avenue Methodist

Episcopal church and took an active and helpful interest in church work,,

doing all in his power to promote its growth and extend its influence.

Mrs. Webb is well known in the social circles of Kansas City and while

here makes her home wdth Mr. and Mrs. Freyschlag, but spends much of

her time in traveling. She succeeded to the presidency of the Pague Manu-

facturing Company at the time of the death of her husband, who was widely
known as a business man of Kansas City and in the state of Kansas as well.

To those who know aught of his history it may seem trite to say that he arose

from a humble position to become one of the most prominent merchants of

the middle west, and it is only just to say in a history that will descend to

future generations that his business record was such as any man might have
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been proud to possess. Starting out in life at the age of fourteen years, he

worked his way upward through the force of character which recognizes no
obstacles that can be overcome by determined and honorable effort. He early
learned that labor is the key which unlocks the portals to prosperity and by
his indefatigable industry and unremitting diligence he won his prosperity.
His life, too, was at all times upright and proved that success and an hon-

orable name mav be won sinuiltaneouslv.

GEORGE B. PECK.

There stands as a monuHK'.nt to the business enterprise of him whose

name introduces this review the large dry goods establishment conducted

under the name of George B. Peck Company, but there is a more endur-

ing monument than this in the love and veneration felt for the man by

many to whom he proved himself a friend in need. His memory is held

reverently in their hearts, the recollection of his kindness is tenderly cher-

ished and his name spoken with gratitude, for great as were his accomplish-
ments in the business w^orld, still greater was his philanthropy. \\e\\ may
his friends breathe the sentiment

"He was a man. Take him for all in all

I shall not look upon his like again."

The natal day of George B. Peck was June 14, 1863, and the place of

his nativity Detroit, Michigan. His father, George Peck, was president of

the Michigan Savings Bank at Detroit and prominently connected with

other important commercial and financial enterprises. The mother is now

deceased. Two daughters of the family, Miss Julia E. Peck and ^Frs. IT. C.

Caulkins, are residents of Detroit, where a brother, Barton T.. P(^ck, also

lives.

George B. Peck pui"sued his education in the grammar and high schools

of Detroit and wdien he had completed his studies took a position in his

father's dry goods store. Because of his relationship he made no claim for

favors but. like any employe, set to work to master the business and to gain

promotion because of hi- fidelity, energy and capability. He soon displayed

great adaptability and his advance accordingly was rai)id.. After two years'

connection with the retail trade he determined to oain oxperienc(> in whole-

sale lines and accepted a po-ition with the Burnham. Stoeple Dry Goods

Company of Detroit, with whom he also continued for two years, when he

resigned to take a position with Frederick Loeser & Company, of Brooklyn,

New York. About four years later, in New York, ho met John Doggett. who
was organizing a dry-goods business in Kansas City. Mr. Peck bought some

stock in the project and in October, 1(S89. came to Kansas City, was made

a director of the companv and assumed an active part in the management
of the business, his previous experience well qualifying him for his new
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duties. On the loth of July, 1894, he was elected vice-president, filling the

position for four years. On the 15th of July, 1898, he purchased the inter-

ests of j\Ir, Doggett in the business and a few months later was chosen pres-

ident of the company. Under hi^ wi^e control the business developed rapidly.

This growth is perhaps best indicated by the remark which he made to a

friend a few years ago, that within six months he had spent fifty thousand

dollars for new fixtures and the better display of stock, and the money had
all come back in increased trade. He made it his policy to have his stock

present as attractive an appearance as possible and the guiding principles of

the house were based upon such old and time tried maxims as ''honesty is

the best policy" and ''there is no excellence without labor.'^ On the 15th

of July, 1901, the directors of the company voted to change the name to

the George B. Peck Dry Goods Company, which is today one of the largest

establishments of the kind in Kansas City. The record which INIr. Peck made
in business circles is one which any man might be proud to possess. From a

clerkship he worked his way upward to a place among the millionaire mer-

chants of the country and in all of his business affairs was guided by the

strictest sense of honor and integrity. He never made engagements that he

did not keep nor incurred obligations that he did not meet, and his career in

commercial circles commanded the respect and excited the admiration of his

contemporaries.
On the 17th of April, 1895, Mr. Peck was married to Mi?s Eda M. Bach-

man, of this city, and unto them was born a daughter, Eda j\Iarie. The home
life was largely ideal. Mr. Peck regarded fidelity to family as one of the

highest duties of man and moreover derived his greatest pleasure in the

companionship at his own fireside. Seeking for the motive spring of conduct

and the guiding principles of his life, they are undoubtedly found in his

Christian faith and belief. He was a member of the First Presbyterian

church, loyal to all that the term Christian implied. For a long period he was

teacher of a large Sunday school class of young ladies. Regular in his at-

tendance on the various church services, he moreover brought hie- religion

into everyday life. He was actively engaged in charitable work for seven-

teen years and his deep interest in his fellowmen and his desire to aid his

fellow travelers on life's journey was manifest perhaps more strongly among
his employes than in any other situation of life. A few years ago he estab-

lished a school in his s^ioTe for cash boys and girls, furnishing teachers,

books and .stationery at his own expense. The school hours were from eight

to ten in the morning and half of the children attended one dav and the

other half the succeeding day. For four months each summer he rented a

cottage at Fairmount Park and each employe was given the opportunity of

spending one week there as his guest. Boats, fishing tackle, hammocks,
books and other means of pleasure and recreation were supplied and every-

thing possible done to give to his employes an ideal summer outing. Each

year he had a large Christmas tree for the cash boys and girls and each re-

ceived at least two presents. For several years he employed a house phy-
sician for employes and any who were sick could command the services of

the doctor without charge and the vsalary was paid during the illness. The
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policy which Mr. Peck inaugurated in these particulars has been maintained

by the store and thus his good influence and his example lives after him
and his work is yet a factor in the world's progress. It was Mr. Peck who
established the Girls' Home at Fourteenth and Broadway and maintained

it practically alone, for several years prior to his death. There poor working

girls could find a home and if unable to pay could receive free board and

room'. He was a director in the Provident Association for many years and

his gifts to charitable and benevolent institutions were many and liberal.

It is said that no needy one was ever turned away by him. It was such

acts constantly occurring that made George B. Peck one of the best loved

men in Kansas City. He had a heart that seemed to take in the universe

and his sympathies were as broad as man's needs. To him his success was

the talent entrusted to him, and surely there came to him the words of ap-

proval, ''Well done, thou good and faithful servant." After an illness of

nearly two years he. passed away November 3, 1906.

No man was ever more respected in Kansas City or more fully enjoyed
the confidence of the people and none better deserved such respect and confi-

dence.. It is an important public duty to honor and perpetuate as far as

possible the memory of an eminent citizen—one who by his blameless and

honorable life and distinguished career reflected credit not only upon his

city but also upon the state. Through such memorials as this at hand the

individual and the character of his services are kept in remembrance and

the importance of those services acknowledged. His example stands as an

object lesson to those who come after him and though dead he still speaks.

MONTGOMERY G. WEST.

The general public is apt to think of this section of the country as pre-

eminently an agricultural district, drawing its chief revenues from extensive

farming and stock-raising interests, yet Kansas City is a center for many
other commercial and industrial lines. Here are headquarters for many of

the largest lumber interests of the country, and of such Montgomery G.

West was formerly a representative, being a member of the Stevenson & West

Lumber Company, conducting a commission lumber business, handling ex-

clusively the cut of seven mills and a portion of the output of fifteen others.

Mr. West was born in Birmingham, Iowa. April 14, 1872, a son of An-

drew West, a native of Canton. Ohio, who served as a captain in the One

Hundred and Sixty-second Ohio Volunteer Infantry during the Civil war,

and for a time was connected with the same regiment as Major William Mc-

Kinley. Removing to Iowa after the war, he located at Birmingham, where

for several years he conducted business as a retail shoe merchant. Later he

removed to Des Moines and entered the employ of the Hawkeye Insurance

Company of that city, as special agent, and was representing the company
as special insurance adjuster at the time of his death in 1894. His wife,

who in her maidenhood was Louisa Schott, is a native of Ohio, and now re-
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sides in Fort Madison, Iowa. She comes of German parentage, her father,

Adam Schott, a native of Germany, being brought to America when eight

years of age, and later serving his adopted country as a soldier of the war

of 1812.

The removal of the family to the capital city led Montgomery G. West

to become a student in the public schools of Des Moines, and at the age of

fifteen years he entered upon his business career, becoming an employe of

the Santa Fe Railroad at Fort Madison as office boy to the division super-

intendent. His industry, ability and fidelity won him promtion from time

to time, and at nineteen years of age he was chief clerk of the Chicago
division. He remained with the railroad company until twenty-two years

of age, after which he went to the city of Mexico, where he received his in-

itial training in connection with the lumber trade as an employe in the

lumber department of the Mexican Central Railroad for two years. This

was his equipment, and he soon passed on to more responsible positions

giving him a broader scope and wider opportunity. Returning to Iowa he

entered the employ of the S. & J. C. Atlee Lumber Company, at Fort Mad-

ison, Iowa, remaining there for three years, subsequent to which time he

spent three years in the Louisiana cypress and yellow pine belt with the

Lutcher & Moore Lumber Company.
In 1896 Mr. West came to Kansas City as assistant manager of the

Red Cypress Door & Sash Company, with which he remained until 1900,

when he entered the Libby & Fulton Sash & Door Company, of Kansas

City, as general sales agent and assistant manager, remaining in that capac-

ity until 1905. As the previous record indicates, each step that he has made
has been a forward one, his career being marked by an orderly progression

that is proof of his expanding powers and his growing business discernment.

On the 1st of May, 1906, he joined G. E. Stevenson and others in organizing
the Stevenson & West Lumber Company. At the beginning they controlled

the output of one mill, but arranged to handle the cut of others until today

they control an extensive business by handling the entire cut of seven mills

and a portion of the output of fifteen others. They dealt exclusively in

yellow pine and established centers for their trade at Chicago and Decatur,

Illinois; Hastings, Omaha and Lincoln, Nebraska; Wichita, Kansas; Des

Moines, Iowa. Their shipments covered a territory extending on the north

to Duluth, on the west to New York, on the south to New Mexico, and on the

west to Colorado.

Mr. West has a creditable military record which began when, at the

age of eighteen years, he joined the Iowa National Guard, serving in Com-

pany F of the Second Regiment, of which he was a member at the time of

the Spanish-American war, but being out of the United States at the time

war was declared he was prevented from serving. Upon his return to his

native country he rejoined his regiment, just before they were mustered out

of the United States servdce. Since coming to Kansas City, for the past five

years he has been a member of the Third Kansas Regiment of the National

Guard and was on active duty for ten days during the flood of 1903 and

was the first man in charge of refugees brought into Convention hall. He
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is now first lieutenant in the Third Regiment of Missouri Infantry and a

member of the staff of Colonel Lechtman.

It seems that every important thing that Mr. West has done has been

an element in his present success. For three and a half years he din'oted

his evenings to the study of law while carrying on business interests in Iowa

and now has a comprehensive knowledge of legal principles as an aid to the

conduct of his business interests. He speaks Spanish fluently and used that

language exclusively in conducting business and keeping his accounts, while

employed in the city of Mexico. His political allegiance is given to the

republican party, of which his family have been earnest supporters since

the dissolution of the whig party. He is active in a general way and a

member of the Republican Club. His social relations are with the Hoo
Hoos and the Kansas City Athletic Club and he attends the Episcopal church,

of which his wife is a member.

It was on the 28th of April, 1898, that Mr. West was united in mar-

riage to Miss Nellie Schell, a daughter of Captain H. H. Schell, collector

of the port of San Francisco. They have a beautiful home at No. 3230

Wabash avenue, which was erected in the summer of 1907. It is in the

center of a cultured society circle and the scene of many an attractive social

function. Mr. West is one in whom nature and culture have vied in mak-

ing an interesting and entertaining gentleman. Without the adv^antages

of college education he entered upon his business career, bringing to the

outset, however, his strong individuality and the spirit of the initiative that

results in leadership. What a man does and what he attains depends largely

upon his opportunities, but the successful man is he who sees his oppor-
tunities and has sufficient courage to utilize them. He has always looked

upon the present moment as a training school for the future and thus when
called upon to assume the discharge of comprehensive duties was well trained

by years of painstaking work.

EDWIN CYRUS WASHBURN.

Edwin Cyrus Washburn, deceased, was engaged in business in Kansas

City as a tinner and cornice man. He was born in the state of New York,

July 31, 1853. His father, James B. AVashl)urn, was a farmer, who removed

with his family to Missouri and settled upon a tract of land of one hundred

and sixty acres three miles north of Nevada, this state. He later sold that

property and purchased a hotel in Nevada, where he spent the residue of his

days, his death occurring there about 1905. His life was in many respects

most exemplary, and liis record may well serve as a model to the young and

an inspiration to the aged. Of the Methodist Episcopal church he was a

most faithful ami consistent iiiciiil)er, and his life followed closely the teach-

ings of that denomination. In early manhood he wedded Miss Clarinda

Beiiiaii. wlio i.s .-:til] living at Washington, Arkansas. Their cliildren were:

AdcUxTt. wlio wa- married and died at Sdittgart, Ai'kan~a-: Edwin C.
;
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Eugene, who died in Nevada, Missouri, in 1907
;
and George Milo, also of

Washington, Arkansas.

Edwin Cyrus Washburn was a poor boy with limited educational op-

portunities, but made the most of the time which he spent in school and

acquired a comprehensive knowledge of the branches which he studied. Not

liking farm labor, he determined to devote his attention to some other occu-

pation and took up the tinsmith's trade, entering upon an apprenticeship

thereto at the age of eighteen years under the direction of his uncle, James

A. Lacky, at Ellisville, Illinois. He served his full time there and then,

well equipped for a business career of that character, started out for him-

self. Removing to Grinnell, Iowa, he worked at his trade in the employ of

others for a time, but later took up his abode upon his father's farm three

miles north of Nevada, Missouri, where he carried on agricultural pursuits

for a short time. He next took up his abode in the town of Nevada, where

he engaged in business as a tinsmith until about 1886, when he removed to

Kansas City. Here he began work at his trade in the employ of Wise &

Ridge. He at first rented a home here, but eventually purchased a residence

at No. 4133 Euclid avenue. On the 4th of June, 1901, he met ^vith an acci-

dent at his home, sustaining injuries which caused his death.

In Ellisville, Illinois, while serving his apprenticeship, Mr. Washburn
was united in marriage, on the 2d of September, 1873, to Miss Martha A.

Tompkins, Avho was born in Schoharie county, New York, July 1, 1850.

Her father, J. C. Tompkins, was a native of Ulster county. New York, born

August 10, 1813, and was a farmer by occupation. He married Elizabeth

Moser, whose birth occurred in Greene county, New York, in 1820. They
removed to Illinois about 1867, settling on a farm in Fulton county, where

he and his wife spent their remaining days, the death of Mr. Tompkins oc-

curring there January 19, 1900, while his wife passed away October 24,

1892. They were both consistent and faithful members of the Methodist

Episcopal church. He and four of his sons were soldiers of the Union Army,

enlisting as members of New York regiments, and Mr. Tompkins was a most

patriotic man. His son. Jay A. Tompkins, was killed at his side by the burst-

ing of a shell in front of Petersburg. Hi^ sons, Joshua and Henry, were

in the Forty-fourth New York Volunteer Infantry, known as the Ellsworth

Avengers. Mr. and Mrs. Tompkins were the parents of the following chil-

dren, losing two (twins) at birth: Joshua, now of Canton, Illinois; Han-

nah, the wife of Austin Ploss, of Eminence, New York; Henry, of White

City, Kansas
; George, who is living in the Empire state

; Jay, who was killed

in the war; Mrs. Washburn; Ransom, living in Cuba, Illinois; and Lois, the

wife of J. W. Laswell, of Fulton county, Illinois. The paternal grandfather
of Mrs. Washburn was Joshua Tompkins, who died in Ncav York when

almost a centenarian. He was a Quaker in religious faith, and was twice

married, his first wife being Lois Lobdell, who died in New York.

Unto ]\Ir. and Mrs. Washburn was born a daughter, Jennie, whose birth

occurred in Ellisville, Illinois, and who was graduated from the Central

high school of Kansas City in 1894, after which she pursued a business

course at Central College, and was then employed as bill clerk by the Mount
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Cracker & Candy Company. She is now the wife of Alexander R. Shaw, of

Kansas City, who is a carpenter. Since the death of her father they have

resided with Mrs. Washburn, and they have two children: Lois Eva, born

April 4, 1902; and Rnth Elizabeth, born October 6, 1903.

In i)olitics Mr. Washburn was a lifelong republican, never falter-

ing in liLs allegiance to the party from the time he attained his majority.

He held membership with the Woodmen and the Foresters, and was a con-

sistent and devoted member of the Arlington Methodist Episcopal church,

ever ready and willing to aid in the church work, and doing all in his power
to promote its growth and extend its influence. His life was indeed hon-

orable and upright, and his many good qualities made his death the occa-

sion of deep and widespread regret to his friends.

ANDREW .1. MTDDLETON.

Andrew J. ^Nliddleton, a prominent contractor conducting business as

the senior partner of the A. J. Middleton & Son Construction Company, of

Kansas City, was born in Washington county, Iowa, on the 4th of March,
1849. His parents were AVilliam E. and Mary (Emery) Middleton. The
father was a native of eastern Tennessee and the mother of Ohio, in which

state they were married. They soon afterward joined the vanguard in that

procession of emigration to Iowa which promoted the pioneer development
(»f the state. The father participated in the Civil war, being a member of

the famous Iowa Graybeards, a regiment composed of elderly men who
made a brilliant record for loyalty and bravery. He gave his life on the

altar of his country, for his death occurred during his service at St. Louis,

February 14, 1863. Three of his sons were also soldiers of the Union army,

namely: William E., John and George, all now deceased.

Andrew J. Middleton remained upon the home farm in Iowa during
the period of his boyhood and youth and in early manhood went to New

London, that state, where he engaged in farming on his own account for

several years. His next removal took him to St. Joseph, Mi.<^souri. where

he learned the bricklayer's trade and followed it for some time, being en-

gaged on the construction of the old Toole Opera House and other prom-
inent buildings of that day. Afterward he went to Page county, Iowa, where

he engaged in contracting and building, and at the beginning of the min-

ing boom he went to l^eadville, Colorado, but lost heavily in mining oper-

ations there. He possessed, however, a resolute, determined spirit, wliich

has enabled him to retrieve his lost possessions. Since 1877 he has been a

resident of Kansas City, where he resumed his building operations and has

gained a wide and favorable reputation as a contractor. In fact, he is to-

day regarded as one of the most ])rominent representatives of the l)uilding

intere.sts of Kansas City, the firm of A. J. Middleton & Son being well

known. They were the l)uilders of the Moore storage warehouse at the cor-

ner of Nineteenth and Central streets and were the 1 n-gc-l contractors on
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the new city hospital. They also built the new county jail at Independ-

ence, Missouri, in 1907, and at the present time are erecting a large build-

ing for the Publishing Realty Company at Twenty-fourth and Gillham

road, the dimensions of which are one hundred and forty-four by two hun-

dred and sixty-four feet. It is all concrete and is a fine modern structure.

The firm has largely confined their operations to the construction of ware-

houses and business buildings for the past ten years, making a specialty of

concrete contracting. Mr. Middleton was one of the pioneers in concrete

work in Kansas City and laid the first cement pavement put down here.

He was also the principal contractor in the concrete construction in the

park roadway system and his labors have at all times been highly satis-

factory and he has gained rank among the most prominent representatives

of building operations in this section of the country.

In August, 1872, Mr. ^liddleton was married to Miss Mary E. Miller,

a resident of St. Joseph, Missouri, but a native of Michigan. They have

become the parents of a son and daughter: William E., who learned the

builder's trade under the direction of his father and has since been associ-

ated with him in business; and Mary E., now the wife of Charlie Johns, of

Kansas City, Missouri.

Mr. Middleton is a member of the Master Builders Exchange and in

building circles his opinions are largely received as authority because of

his wide experience, his long connection with the business and his effi-

ciency, which he is continually promoting by keeping in close touch with the

advancement that is being made in architectural lines. Fraternally he is

connected with Kansas City Lodge, No. 220, A. F. & A. M., Kansas City

Chapter, No. 228, R. A. M.
;
Kansas City Commandery, No. 10, K. T., West-

ern Consistory, A. & A. S. R., and Ararat Temple, A. A. 0. N. M. S. He
likewise belongs to Kansas City Lodge, No. 26, B. P. 0. E., and is true to

the teachings of these organizations. His political allegiance is given the

republican party, but he has never sought nor desired office, feeling that his

biLsiness affairs make full claim upon his time and attention. He has de-

pended for his success upon a cultivation of that capability which always

brings trade and also upon the employment of honorable methods which

neither seek nor require di.sguise.

CHARLES H. VAN VLECK.

Charles H. Van Vleck was born AugiLst 3, 1858, in the town of Fenner,
Madison county, New York. The ancestors of the Van Vleck family came
to America from Holland in 1658, and it was jiLst two hundred years later

that the subject of this review made his appearance upon the stage of earthly

activities. The first Van A^leck was a native of Holland. Two brothers of

the family with their families, crossed the Atlantic to New York, then New
Amsterdam, it being still under the Dutch rule. One brother settled on

Manhattan Island, the other brother made his way up the Hudson river and
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established a home near that historic stream. All of the \^an A^leck^ today

spring from tliLs ancestry and the family is now widely represented over the

United States.

John B. Van Vleck, father of Charles H., was the patentee and builder

of the old chain pump that drew water up out of the wells and cisterns on

chains. His place of business was at Utica, New York, where the enterprise

was conducted under the firm style of Van Vleck & Bonney. In 1855 John
B. \^an Meek sold out and removed to the town of Fenner, where he pur-
chased the farm upon which he was born and which remained his home
until after the birth of his son Charles. Later he removed to Port Byron,
New York, and in the year 1866 w^ent into the nursery business. He fitted

out twenty-two lots of horses and men and sent them into all parts of Michi-

gan to sell fruit trees and shrubbery. He was considered the pioneer fruit

tree man of that state, shipping to Michigan the nursery stock which was

grown in Rochester, New- York. He died in Port Byron, New York, in Feb-

ruary, 1873, while the mother, long surviving him, passed away at the home
of her son Charles in Independence, Missouri, March 22, 1904.

Charles H. Van Vleck was educated in the free schools and academy at

Port Byron, New York, but was not able to complete the full course on ac-

count of the father's death and the mother's financial condition at that time.

This has always been a matter of deep regret to him. His experience in life

has been varied, though always along commercial lines. His first step after

leaving school was to sell household necessities and he made it his purpose to

study the methods of successful business men, selecting his associates among
men of mature years, caring nothing for the frivolous things or games that

command the attention of most boys. At fourteen years of age, wishing to

see and know something more of his native state, he began driving a team

of mules on the Erie canal, wdiich work at that time paid better wages than

anything else a boy could do. He followed boating for several years, and

at the age of sixteen was owmer and captain of a boat—said to be the youngest

captain at that time on the Erie canal. At the age of twenty years he was

master of a vessel that patrolled the Hudson rivoi- ;ind tlic ^ouiid. and wa>

also captain of the B. T. Babbitt steamboat in the harbor of New York. At

the age of twenty-two years he gave up boating and w^ent on the road as a

commercial traveler, and in 1885 he came to Kansas City and accepted a

position as traveling salesman. For a number of years he was engaged in

the notion and wholesale dry-goods business in the capacity of traveling

salesman in Kansas, his headquarters being Kansas City.

In 1001 he organized the E. P. Dresser Soap Company and afterward

pstablished the Purity Manufacturing Company, which business he sold out

in orrlor to enter the business in which he is now engaged. He is the founder

of this l)usinpss. organotherapy, of which he has every reason to be proud
since it has proved a boon to sufTerin"; humanity. He has instituted a

method of treatment whereby relief has been secured to hundreds of those

seeminfrly mentally deficient, through the use of animal gland extracts, de-

rived from the glands of youno;. healthy sheep. Hi.s has been a wonderful

discovery, scarcely paralleled in fifty years of medical practice, and today
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Mr. Van Vleck is considered the largest extensive manufacturer in his spe-

cial line in the world. Others who have followed his example are now his

competitors.

Mr. Van Vleck was married in New^ York city to IVIiss Mary Rourke, a

daughter of John and Mary Rourke, of the eastern metropolis. They have

five living children, three sons and two daughters, Jessie, Charley, Lee, Mary
and Gertrude. Charley married Reba Saylors, of Excelsior Springs, Mis-

souri, on the 1st of January, 1907. Lee and Mary are now being educated

in Oberlin, Ohio.

In his political views Mr. Van Meek is a democrat and supports the

party at the polls, but has never sought nor desired office. Socially he is a

Master ^Nlason, and has taken all of the degrees in Palestine Commandery,
K. T. He likewise belongs to Humboldt Lodge, K. P., of Kansas City.

ISAAC W. DUMM.

Isaac W. Dumm, president of the Reliance Investment Company, con-

ducting a general investment business in stocks, bonds, etc., was born at

Fairfield, Iowa, January 9, 1876. His father, John W. Dumm, a merchant

and furniture manufacturer, is now deceased. His grandfather, John Dumm,
was an old Virginia planter, while the great-grandfather came to America

from Scotland prior to the Revolutionary war and settled in the Old Do-

minion. The mother of Isaac W. Dumm was, prior to her marriage, Martha

Clarke, a daughter of Robert Clarke, a refugee from Ireland, who settled at

Philadelphia and afterward removed to Delaware county, Ohio, as one of

the early pioneers of that district. Mrs. Dumm is still living.

In the public schools of Iowa and Kansas Isaac W. Dumm ma.stered the

elementary and more advanced branches that usually constitute the curricu-

lum of the public school. He also spent two years in Drake University at

Baker, Kansas, and completed his education in the Wesleyan University at

Delaware, Ohio, from which he was graduated in 1896 with the degree of

Bachelor of Arts. The following year he took post-graduate work and the

Master of Arts degree Avas conferred upon him.

For a long period Mr. Dumm was connected with journalism. While

in college he was editor of two college papers and this awakened his interest

in a journalistic career. Following his graduation he went to Coffeyville,

Kansas, where he was married on the 1st of June, 1898, and then removed

to Boston, Massachusetts, where he served in various positions on a news-

paper of that city for more than a year. In 1899 he arrived in Kansas City

and became identified with newspaper work on the local staff of the Kansas

City Times. Later he was transferred to the business office of that paper
and soon became advertising manager, occupying that position until 1902.

He then resigned and became connected with the Kansas City AVorld, first

as advertising manager and subsequently as business manager. He was

holding the position of assistant general manager when he resigned in 1904,
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preparatory to establi:^hiiig tlu' I. W. Duiinii Publishing Company. He
conducted the business until it was merged into the Kansas City Post News-

paper Comj^any on the 1st of January, 190(5, when he severed his connection

therewith.

Opportunities are always open to the ambitious, energetic man and Mr.

Dumm organized the Reliance Investment Company, of which he is presi-

dent and in which connection he is conducting a general investment business,

handling stocks, bonds and other debentures. At the present time he is

closely connected with an international concession given by the Nicaraguan

government to a company composed of wealthy and influential New York

men, this company having been conceded complete control of all privileges

in the United States.

On the 1st of June, 1898, Mr. Dumm was married to ^liss Zulu Zaun

Caudry, of Coft'eyville, Kansas, and they have two children : Mrginia, nine

years of age; and Dorothy, seven years old. The parents are members of

the Methodist church and Mr. Dumm is connected with the Phi Kappa Psi

and Theta Nu Epsilon, two college fraternities. He has taken the degrees

of York and Scottish Rite Masonry, being a member of the commandery,
the consistory and the shrine. He also belongs to the Kansas City Athletic

Club and the Commercial Club. A young man not yet in his prime, he has

attained an enviable position in the business w^orld, where his opinions are

reckoned with as a strong force and where his activity is recognized as a

power tow^ard the acquirement of success.

JOHN HALCRO.

Throughout his entire life John Halcro has worked upon the principle

that whatever i< worth doing at all is worth doing well, and upon this he

has built up the splendid reputation which he bears as a representative of

the industrial interests of Kansas City. Here as a stone contractor and builder

he has erected many fiiu' structures which are always substantial in charac-

ter. Time and iiialcrial arc never sacrificed to results, and he has constantly

worked toward an ideal business standard in the personnel of his workmen,

ill llie iiiatei'ial used, and in tbe character of his service to the publie. He

therefore bears an unlanii-hed reputation a< one who in his labor is trust-

wort])y, while the integrity of his woi'd is never (piestioned.

Mr. Halcro is a native of the ()rkney Island- of Scotland, born ^hiy

31, 1859. Ilis parents were .J()sej)h and .les-ie (.hihn>ton) Halcro. both of

whom wei'c natives of the land of hill- and heather. 'I'hc father, now de-

ceased, was a .-tonema.-on by trade, and in his early manhood went to Can-

ada with the Hudson Bay Company, in th(> em])loy of which he remained

for five years. He then returned to Scotland, where he lived uj* to the time

of his death. His mother afterward removed to Sussex, England, where she

now resides with a daughter.
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John Halcro was reared on the Orkney Islands, where the opportuni-
ties of acquiring a common-school education were afforded him. As he ap-

proached manhood and considered the different avenues of business life

open to him, he apprenticed himself to the stonemason's trade, entering upon
the work at the age of fourteen years. He completed his term of indenture

and then continued at his trade in the employe of others. In 1880 he came
to the United States, settling in Chicago, where, however, he remained for

only a few months. In the fall of the same year he arrived in Kansas

City, where he was employed for a short time as a journeyman, and then

engaged in contracting and building on his own account. He is regarded
as one of the most skillful stonemasons of Kansas City, and many of the

building contractors here toda}^ served their apprenticeship under him, and

if any technical part of the work comes up for discussion he is called upon
to settle the matter, his opinion being recognized as an authority on the dis-

puted point. During the twenty-six years in which he has been connected

with contracting and building here, he has erected many of the finest stone

residences of the city, including his own home at No. 4601 Summitt street,

which was built in unique style of architecture after the plan of an old

Scotch castle, and is one of the attractive features of the architectural adorn-

k- ment of Kansas City. Mr. Halcro superintended the construction of the

stone work at Swope Park for the city park board, and this is a monument
to his skill.

Mr. Halcro was married in 1885 to Miss Ann Donaldson, of the Ork-

ney Islands, returning to his native country for his bride, who had been a

schoolmate of his in their childhood days. They have become the parents
of five children: Thomas D., who is a brickmason of Kansas City; Joseph,
now deceased; Charles A. and Arthur R., who are stonemasons of Kansas

City ;
and Harry.

Mr. Halcro is a republican in politics and keeps well informed on the

questions and issues of the day, but the honors and emoluments of public

office have no attraction for him. He is a member of the Scottish Clans of

Kansas City and also a member of the Tigers. His interests, however, have

largely concentrated upon his business affairs, and those who know him rec-

ognize the fact that nothing can make him swerve from the course of busi-

ness honor and reliability which he has marked out for himself.

COLONEL SAMUEL F. SCOTT.

Colonel Scott was born September 3, 1849, in Port Hope, Canada, his

parents being James M. and Rebecca (McComb) Scott. His early boyhood
was spent in McHenry county, Illinois, and his education was secured in

the district schools there. In February, 1865, although but fifteen years
of age, he enlisted as a private in Company B, One Hundred and Fifty-third

Illinois Volunteers, his father being a member of the same company. He
was one of the youngest soldiers who carried a gun in the Civil war.
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In 1868 Colonel Scott came west, and one year later settled in Kansas

City and engaged in the real-estate business, and probably handled more

properties during the boom of 1884-1886 than any other dealer. In his

career in the realty market he laid out and platted twenty-three additions to

the city. He was very successful as a promoter, and financed many large

enterprises, and at one time had offices in London, England; New York city,

St. LouLS and Kansas City, with branches in Denison, Texas; Leavenworth

and Fort Scott, Kansas. The city of Excelsior Springs, Missouri, is largely

indebted to him for it< present thriving condition.

His military title of colonel was derived from his connection with the

state militia He recruited and helped organize the organization known as

the "Scott Rifles," Avhich was named in his honor and was composed of vet-

erans of the Union army of the Civil war. He was captain of this com-

pany, and was afterward made lieutenant colonel of the Third Regiment of

the Missouri National Guard. He was a member of the Elks and Knights
of Pythias. In 1898 he was appointed postmaster of Kansas City by Presi-

dent McKinley, and served as such for a period of four years. He was one

of the mo.st public-spirited men in Kansas City, and always was connected

with any movement for the betterment of the city. An optimist by nature,

he always saw the cheerful side of any proposition, and his advice was sought

by many persons before investing in properties.

Tn 1874 Colonel Scott was married to Mary J. Lombard, of Cook county,

Illinois, and four children were born of the marriage, all of whom are novr

living, namely: S. F. Scott, Jr., Myrtle, Pearl and Florence. His wife is also

still living, but Colonel Scott died at his home, 2315 Wal)ash avenue. No-

vember 10, 1905.

EDWIN RUTHYEN CRUTCIIER.

A proiiiinciit New York fiuaiicicr has said. "If you do not win success,

do not attrilmte it to enviromnent or the condition- with which you are

surrounded but lay the blame where it lies—in yourself. If you would win

success you must pay the price." Edwin Ruthven Crutcher now a leading

real-estate ojjcrator of Kansas City has paid the price of succe.«s in inde-

fatigal)le energy close apjdication and .stalwart ])urpos(\

He was l)orn August 29, 185o, near Na-hville, TL-nnes-ru. a son of

William Henry and Mary Trevelyan Crutcher. His father was a whole-

sale merchant of Louisville, Kentucky, and died in 1S64. The ancestral

hi.story (tf the family is traced back (bi-ougli many generations, the progen-

itor of the family in America coming from Wales in l')75 and settling

in Virginia, whence representatives of the name removed to Kentucky in

1708. Members of the family were conspicuous in affairs of the times,

the name figuring ])rominently in connection with the military and official

records of the South. In tlie maternal line Mr. rrutclu^r is connected with

the Mayo, Tabb. Trevelyan and Raber families, all ])rotninenl in the social
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life and political history of Mrginia. One of his ancestors, Colonel Wil-

liam Mayo, laid out the city of Richmond, Virginia, and in connection

with Colonel William Byrd located the boundary line between that colony
and North Carolina. Edward Baber, also a maternal ancestor, was sent by
the English king in 1654 to take entire charge of affairs in Jamaica after

the surrender of that island to England by Spain. His father was among
the charter members of the Virginia Company, under whose auspices all

dealings with the American colonies were managed.
Edwin R. Crutcher wa.- but eleven year<^ of age at the time of his

father's death. He remained in Louisville until he was graduated from

the high school at the age of sixteen, when he entered upon his business

career as a civil engineer. He was assistant sewer engineer at Louisville

at the age of seventeen and from that time forward his life has been one of

intense and well chrected activity. At twenty-two years of age he engaged
in corn milling and in the grain business and within five years became the

largest corn goods manufacturer in the country, largely supplying the ea.st-

ern and foreign trade. His business developed along suljstantial lines mitil

it had assumed extensive proportions. In the year 1887 he came to the

west and for a few days remained in Kan.><as City, after which he accepted
the cashiership of the Bank of Columbus, Kansas. Later he wa.s cashier

of the Chattanooga Savings Bank for a year and in October, 1891, returned

to Kansas City. During the two succeeding years he was secretarv and

vice president for the Lombard Investment Company and in September of

the latter year he organized the real-estate, insurance and loan firm now
known as Crutcher & Sons, and is now at the head of this important
concern. The firm is prominently known as repCvSentatives of real-estate

interests in the city, Mr. Crutcher having long operated in this field of activ-

ity. He has thoroughly informed himself concerning property values, both

improved and unimproved, and has negotiated many important realty

transfers—in fact is regarded as authority upon the subject of real-estate

value and irivestment and has a large clientage.

In 1875 Edwin R. Crutcher married Miss Laura Loving, a daughter
of Judge William A^. Loving, a prominent jurist and legislator of Kentucky.
The Loving family is of English lineage and ancestors of the name crossed

the Atlantic in 1636, settling in Virginia. Thomas Loving, one of the direct

ancestors, was a member of the house of burgesses from 1644 until l')59

and was surveyor general of the colony of ^"irg•inia. ]\Irs. Crutcher is also

a descendant of Sir Thomas Lunsford. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Crutcher have

been l)orn : Edwin Ruthven, Jr., Loving Trevelyan and Wallace Mayo.
Mr. Crutcher is prominent in various societies, clubs and fraternal rela-

tions. He belongs to Albert Pike Lodge, A. F. & A. M., and hiis taken the

degrees of the Scottish Rite up to and incluchng the fourteenth degree. He
is a member of the Sons of the Revolution and of the Society of Colonial

Wars, of the Kansas City Commercial Club, the Board of Fire Underwriters,

the Kansas City Real E.state Exchange, of w^hich he is now president. He is

also a member of the Kansas City Club, Mid-Day Club, and the Benevolent &
Protective Order of Elks. His political allegiance is unswen'ingly given the
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democracy and he hold:? nieiiiber.<hip in the Presbyterian church. He is

widely recognized as one of the influential and representative men of this

part of the state, of progressive spirit, enjoying the esteem and confidence

of business and social associates.

HENRY J. BRUNNER.

Henry J. Brunner, the president of the H. J. Brunner Hardware Com-

pany, was born October 4, 184(3, at Landau-on-the-Rhine in southern Bavaria.

His parents, George J. and Katherine (Clemence) Brunner, were both na-

tives of that place. They came to America when their son Henry was six

years of age and located at New Orleans. The father afterward engaged
in shoemaking at Cincinnati, Ohio, to which city he removed soon after com-

ing to America, while later he lived in Hamilton county, Ohio, where for many
years he engaged in farming. He afterward conducted a shoe store and thus

in a life of activity and enterprise provided for his family. In 1860, at the

death of the mother, however, the family was broken up and Henry J.

Brunner entered the employ of his brother, who was engaged in the shoe

business in Georgetown, Ohio. He was the youngest of the following family:
Eva. the wife of Matt Gopfert, of White Oak, Ohio

; Henrj^, living in George-

town, Ohio
; Michael, who is in the shoe business at Georgetown ; Christina,

the wife of Andrew Dresch, of Schurtown, Ohio; and Henry J., of this re-

view. Of the family only four are now living.

As stated, Henry J. Brunner started in business life at Georgetown,

Ohio, in the employ of his brother, and during the early part of the Civil

w'ar went to Cincinnati by ship to enlist. He had a sister living in the city

at that time. Being too small he was rejected and while there was persuaded
to learn the brass foundry and finishing trade. He began at a salary of two

dollars per week and paid a dollar and seventy-five cents of that for board.

After six months he was given two dollars and a half per week, while his board

was two dollars. He received a raise of fifty cents every six months and after

two and a half years was getting five dollars per week in the line of his trade.

In the meantime he had also found employment for the evenings in a beer

garden where he received from fifty cents to one dollar per night. When
he a.sked for a raise he was discharged and having overdrawn his account

two dollars ho returned and paid the amount. It was a little thing but it

indicates w^hat has always been one of the characteristics of Mr. Bnmner—
the ]irr)iiip1iicss witli which he has met every obligation and discharged every

duty ill life. That those things which sometimes seem unfortunate prove

blessings in disguise was indicated in the case of Mr. Bmnnor at that time,

for the loss of one position prompted him to start out in pursuit of other

employment and he .secured a situation with William Kirkup at two dollars

per day. When he had worked in that way for seven months he was given

a better job on the Fox lathe and afterward entered the brass foundry of
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Miles Greenwood, where he was paid sixteen dollars and a half per week,

remaining there for four months.

Mr. Brunner then decided to move in order to learn more of his trade

and at nineteen years of age went to Pittsburg. This was in 1864. In that

city he at once secured a situation in a brass foundry, where during his

fourth months' service he was paid sixteen dollars and a half per week.

He next went to Philadelphia, where he spent two weeks in the employ of

Cornelius & Baker, chandelier manufacturers, and was afterward with Bel-

field & Son in the brass foundry for nine months. With a friend, Joseph

Dewis, he went to New York city and secured employment with Nelson &

Jewett, proprietors of a new brass foundry, at a salary of three dollars per

day. He continued there for nine months, at the end of which time his

friend, being out of work, Mr. Brunner, through sympathy for him, returned

with him to Cincinnati, by way of Philadelphia. In the meantime he had

improved his opportunities for educational progress in New York city, spend-

ing his evenings at Cooper Institute in the study of mechanical drawing.

Following his return to Cincinnati he again secured employment with Wil-

liam Kirkup & Sons, with whom he continued for four months. In the

meantime he had saved four hundred and fifty dollars and feeling the need

of further education as an essential in a successful business career, he went

to Georgetown, Ohio, where he attended school for nine months. On his

return to Cincinnati, he engaged with William Powell & Company, brass

founders, and remained with that house for eight years.

While in Cincinnati, on the 4th of May, 1869, at the age of twenty-two
and a half years, Mr. Brunner was married to Miss Mary Elizabeth Dickman,
whose parents had died of cholera in Petersburg, Indiana, in the epidemic
of 1849, after which she was reared and educated at Vincennes Orphan

Asylum. Seven children, four sons and three daughters, have been born

unto Mr. and Mrs. Brunner; Catherine, who died in infancy; Loretta, the

wife of Edward Hohenchild, who is engaged in the grocery and meat busi-

ness in Kansas City; Arthur, who is vice president of the H. J. Brunner

Hardware Company of Kansas City; Francis H., who is with the National

Perforating Company as a traveling salesman; Clara, who died in infancy;
Ida May, the wife of William H. Phillips, who is secretary and treasurer of

the Artie Ice Company, of Wichita, Kansas;. and Francis X., who is secre-

tary of the H. J. Brunner Hardware Company and married a daughter of

Drury Underwood of Kansas City. There are also four grandsons and one

granddaughter.
A thoughtful perusal of the foregoing business record of Mr. Brunner

indicates that he was making substantial advancement in his business career,

becoming an expert workman, so that he was enabled to command high

wages. During six years' work in Cincinnati he saved twenty-five hundred

dollars and at the same time had invested three thousand dollars in a home.

Concluding that he would like to engage in business on his own account he

borrowed sixteen hundred dollars and came to the west, going first to St.

Louis. He was not pleased with the location, however, and in June, 1876,

removed to Kansas City, where an old-time friend. August Witte, was then
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proprietor of a brass foundry and machine shop. Seeing no opening here,

Mr. Brunner returned to St. Louis, where he met a friend who changed his

opinion about Kansas City and he again came. Here he established a re-

pair shop at No. 903 Main street, paying eighteen dollars per month rent,

while on McGee street he rented a house for seven dollars per month. Going
to Cincinnati he secured tools and also gathered considerable information

regarding the repair business and with an investment of one hundred and

seventeen dollars started out in business life in Kansas City. He also brought
his family and furniture to this place and for some time faced hardships
and almost insurmouutal)le trials in gaining a start here. His first job was

fitting a key, for which he received only ten cents.

He had given up a position which was paying him twenty-five dollars

per week in Cincinnati and his business in Kansas City brought in only
seven dollars and a half the first week. His wife, however, encouraged him
to persevere and after six months he was making twelve dollars per week.

In six months his bank account of eight hundred dollars was used u]) but

his business was established and he had built up a good trade in key fitting

and in installing electrical bells and buzzers. In this way he outfitted the

Union Depot, the Blossom House, the Metropolitan Hotel and the Lindel

Hotel with bells. In 1884 he had a stock of four thousand dollars and re-

moving to the Hall building at No. 820 Walnut street, he added builders'

hardware and hardware specialties. In 1890 the business was incorjjorated

for twenty-five thousand dollars and his stock of merchandise was valued to

that extent. His next removal was to 910-12 Walnut street, where he re-

mained until April 1, 1907, and in the meantime his business had grown
until he was carrying a stock valued at fifty thousand dollars.

He had built up a trade throughout the wc-t in hardware s])ccialties

and machine supplies, his shipments being sent to thirty-two states and terri-

tories. He had in the meantime issued six catalogues, advertising' and de-

scribing his goods. .Vt length he closed out his shelf hardware business on

Walnut .-trcet. liaviiig three years previously started a .<tore at No. 581 Dela-

ware street, devoted to the metal and machinist's supply business, to whicli

the coini)any now confines its attention exclusively. In May. 1908, by a

vote of the board of directors the present firm style of the H. J. Brunner

Metal tt ^Machinist Sujjply Com])any was adopted. They have recently issued

their seventh catalogue, containing threi' hundred pages, seven by ten inches,

and tlicy cxjx'ct to doul)le the busines,s within a few years. Although the

outlook at the beginning was most discouraging, Mr. l)ruinicr with coni-

mendahli' iJaticncc. foilitndc and dcti'i'inination continncd on his way. the

business gradually developing as his ability, ti'nstwoi'thiness and lionoi-nble

methods came to be recognized. He has at various other times been inter-

ested in bn-iness enterprises aiul is now one of the board of directors of the

Great Western Pipe kine iV: Oil K.^fhiing Conij^any. owning the best refinery

in Kansas.

Mr. Brunner was originally a Lutheran in religious faith but joined

the Methodist Lpisco])al clnn-eb in New York city :md has later ])econie a

communicant of the Cntholie chni'eli. IL' is ;i membei' of the Knights of
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Father jNIathew and of the Knights of Columbus and is a stalwart advocate

of the temperance cause, himself practicing total abstinence. In fact he has

been an active worker in the temperance ranks and his influence is always
on the side of those movements which uplift and benefit humanity. He be-

longs to the Commercial Club and to the Manufacturers and Merchants As-

sociation. In a review of his life one must necessarily render their tribute

of admiration and respect by reason of what he has accomplished. His school

privileges were extremely limited and yet he is today an intelligent, well in-

formed man, entirely as the result of his own efforts. Realizing his lack in

that direction he attended school whenever opportunity ofl^ered and has

devoted his leisure hours largely to reading and study. Throughout his

entire life he has been actuated by the most laudable ambition and deter-

mination and has been fair and square in all his dealings with his fellowmen,
his reliability being so uniformly recognized that he has never lost a cus-

tomer. He is generous and public spirited and wherever he is known his

name is a synonym of honesty.

GEORGE S. HEDGES.

When Kansas City was a comparatively small town situated on the out-

skirts of a great western wilderness, George S. Hedges came to Jackson

county, Missouri. More than half a century has passed since that time.

Although he remained for but a brief period, he returned to the county
as a permanent resident in 1<S6l). His father, Jonas Hedges, was of English

lineage, descended from Sir Charles Hedges, a wealthy Englishman, whose

son, Joseph Hedges, came to America in 1732 and settled in Maryland.
There he died in 1740. The next in the line of direct descent was Charles

Hedges, who removed from Maryland to Kentucky. He was the father of

Jonas Hedges, who wedded Nancy Shortridge, and they became the parents
of seven children, including George S. Hedges, who was born in Kentucky,
Februarv 19. 1811. He was educated in his native state, and on the 11th

of April, 1837, married Miss Martha Gateskill, of Kentucky. In 1839 they
came to Jackson county, Missouri, but after a short time located in Johnson

county, this state, where they lived until 1866. In that year they returned

to Jackson county, where they continued to make their home.

Mr. Hedges became recognized as one of the representative agriculturists

of this part of the state, owning a large and well improved farm, whereon

he lived until his death. His first wife died May 22, 1850, and in 1853 he

wedded Mrs. Elizabeth Yankee, who was born in Grayson county, Virginia,

May 5, 1828, and came to ^lissouri with her parents when four years of

age, the family home being established in Lafayette county. Her father,

William Hays, was a native of A^irginia, and her mother, Mrs. Ann Cun-

ningham Hays, was a native of North Carolina. By his first marriage Mr.

Hedges had six children : Maria, who is the widow of Paul Ligett ;
Silas and

James. V)oth deceased; Henrietta, the widow of William Colgan : Emma, the
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widow of John H. Kemper; and Ambrose, who has passed away. By the

second marriage there were five children: William J. and Edward F., both

of whom were killed in a cyclone at Kansas City when the courthouse was

blown down; Medora, the wife of C. M. Ingrahm ;
Mrs. Annie E. Murphy;

and Robert Lee, of St. Louis.

Mr. Hedges cast his first presidential ballot for Henry Clay. He always
stood for progress and reform, and in I87o he supported Peter Cooper for

the presidency. Lie filled the office of deputy sheriff, and was county asses-

sor by appointment for one year, while by election he filled the office for

two years. He was also deputy county clerk, and in these various positions

discharged his duties with marked promptness, fidelity and capability.

Coming to western Missouri at an early day, he was well known all over this

county as a man of many excellent traits of character, genial and kindly in

manner, resourceful in business ability and thoroughly reliable at all times.

Mrs. Hedges now makes her home with her daughter, Mrs. Murphy, having
for more than four decades continuouslv resided in this countv.

ALFRED E. SUYDAM.

Alfred E. Suydam i.s the proprietor of the Up-to-Date Bakery at Nos.

2402 to 2412 Vine street. This is the second largest establishment of this

character in Kansas City and the development of the business, resulting from

the enteiiDrise and commercial activity of Mr. Suydam, has given him a

place with the representative business men of the city. He has made his

home here since 1886 and is a native of Fairview, Illinois, born on the 18th

of June 1860. His father, Charles S. Suydam, was a blacksmith by trade

and, leaving New Jersey in 1849, when a young man. removed westward,

accompanied by his wife and children, and settled in Illinois. ]\lrs. Suy-
dam bore the maiden name of Catherine Pardunn and is now deceased.

The father died during the boyhood days of their son Alfred.

In the common schools the son pursued his education and began life

as a barber, following that trade in Illinois and later in Iowa. Eventually

he removed to Kansas City in the fall of 1886 and for a time conducted a

barber shop on ))art of the site of the old bakery. Resolving to turn his

attention to the business in which he is now engaged, he began in a small

building twenty-two by twenty-two feet, in the spring of 1899. The excel-

lence of the products which he sent out soon secured to him a liberal and

growing patronage and the constant development of his business justified,

in 1905, the erection of his present extensive plant. He has a large, sub-

stantial brick building extending from 2402 to 2412 Vine street and is now

conducting the largest bakery, with one exception, in the city. It is

thoroughly equipped for the condnct of the business along the most modern

and progressive lines and is well termed the Up-to-Date Bakery. The "up-

to-date bread" which lie turns (tut has secured for the establishment a high

and most merited reputation, while the other goods are of an equally fine
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character. He ha.- moreover di.^played excellent executive ability in control-

lino the establishment and the work is carefullv systematized and well

directed.

Mr. Suydam wa.s married in Lewis, Iowa, June 19, 1S82, to Miss Mary
J. Coleman, of that state, a daughter of James Coleman, who was a fanner

by occupation l)ut is now deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Suydam have become

tlie parents of four children: Leroy G., who married Gertrude Kelley and

is associated with his father in business; Meurl, the wife of Herman Rob-

erts; and Earl L. and Irma, both at home. Mr. Suydam is a prominent

Mason, belonging to the Knight Temi)lar Commandery, the Eastern Star

and the Mystic Shrine. He is thoroughly loyal to the teachings of the order

and in his life exemplifies the beneficent spirit of the craft. In his busi-

ness career he has made the steady advancement which results from a firm

and unchanging purpose to accomplish success through diligence and com-

mercial integrity and he has justly won the proud American title of a self-

made man.

WILLIAM Mclaughlin.

William McLaughlin is a member of the firm of McLaughlin Brothers,

pioneers in the importation of stallions, and their business is Avithout a peer
in its extent and importance. AVilliam McLaughlin is partner and manager
for the firm at Kansas City, and is recognized as one of the alert, enterpris-

ing, and progressive young business men of the west.
,
He was born at

Clarksville, Albany county, New York, May 23, 1877, and is of Scotch line-

age, the founder of the family in America having been his grandfather, who
came to the United States from near Glasgow, Scotland.

In the public schools of New York's capital city William McLaughlin
A\'as a student to the age of thirteen years, when on account of his mother's

death he went to Columbus, Ohio, to live with his married brother, J. R.

McLaughlin. At that time he became a pupil in the preparatory department
of the Ohio State University, and at the age of seventeen he left the univer-

sity after completing the work of the sophomore year. His innnediate fam-

ily were engaged in the business of importing Percheron and French coach

horses from Europe, and in 1894 Mr. McLaughlin entered actively upon his

business career in the sale of iin|)orted horses to the farmers and stockmen

throughout the country. He is a member of the firm of McLaughlin Broth-

ers of Columbus, Ohio, Kansas City, Missouri, and St. Paul. Minnesota. The
firm is composed of four brothers, the eldest being J. R. McLaughlin, who
has charge of their establishment at Columbus, Ohio; T. I). McLaughlin,
who is manager of the Ijusiness at St. Paul, ^linnesota; William ^IcLaugh-

lin, of Kansas City; and J. B. McLaughlin, who spends most of his time in

France buying all of the stock. These brothers were among the pioneers
in the importation of stallions, and have developed a business of great mag-
nitude. They handle only horses of the highest grade, and their yearly sales

have reached a very extensive figure. They began Ixisincss in 1891, since
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which time they have imported four thousand horses. It has been their pol-

icy to buy only the best in France, and the records in their hands showing

prizes won there at the great national, regional and society shows, prove that

they carry off each year the great majority of the horses highly honored in

the show yard by the French judges. At the shows and fairs held in this

country their horses have gained more premiums than those of all other

firms combined with whom they have competed. Their sales of stallions from

Kansas City alone each year represent in total an amount aggregating three-

quartei-s of a million dollars. At the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St.

Louis in 1904 their stallions won every first prize in every class. To build up
a business of this character and to establish such a reputation as the firm en-

joys denotes splendid business ability, executive force, keen discrimination

in purchase and marked sagacity in sales. The brothers are men of widely

acknowledged business enterprise, each in his respective field of labor devel-

oping a business of great extent.

On the 17th of Febraary, 1904, William McLaughlin was joined in wed-

lock to Miss Mary E. Morris, of Hiawatha, Kansas, and they are now located

in an attractive home at No. 2905 Independence boulevard. Mr. McLaugh-
lin is prominent and popular in various social organizations. He belongs
to the Phi Gamma Delta., a college fraternity, and to the Commercial Club,

the Kansas City Club and the Evanston Country Club, all of Kansas City.

He is a man of marked individuality and force of character, who in the

concentration of his energies upon his business interests has developed it to

large and profitable proportions. He is at all times a genial and aft'able gen-

tleman, enjoying the pleasures of social and club life, and his popularity is

constantly increasing as he becomes more widely known.

JAMES LEWIS LOMBARD.

James Lewis Lombard has passed through successive stages of develop-

ment to a place of prominence in the business world, and is widely recog-

nized as ail iiivester and progressive banker. He has handled much invest-

ment paper, and is now at the head of one of the leading financial enterprises

of Kansas City, being president of the Corn Belt Bank.

He was born January 6, 1850. at Henry, Illinois. His father, Benja-

min Lombard, was a capitalist, who was born in Massachusetts and came

west in 1S12. lie did not long remain in this ])art of the country, how-

ever, and his last days were spent at Cambridge, Massachusetts. The educa-

tion of James L. Lombard was acquired in private schools. He attended the

"Little Blue School" at Farmington, Maine, and Bowdoin College, after

which lie came lo the west and worked in his father's bank in Chicago.

Subsequently he removed to Creston, Iowa, where he engaged in the farm

mortgage biisiness and in l)anking, serving as cashier of the Bank of Cres-

ton, a private bank conducted by Mr. Lombard and his ])rother, Benjamin

Lombard, Jr.
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In 1885 James L. Lombard arrived in Kansas City, and here established

the Lombard Brothers Bank, which one year hiter became the First National

Bank, of which Mr. Lombard was president for many years, including the

period of the financial panic of 1893. He brought the institution safely

through that financial crisis, with even a stronger hold on the public confi-

dence than it had previously enjoyed. In 191)0 he resigned the presidency

and sold his stock in order to engage in the mortgage-loan l)u-iness. Through-
out his entire career he has handled investment paper, and he was one of

the officers of the Lombard Investment Company, which was organized about

1882 and went out of business in 1893. He became financial correspona-

ent of the Union Central Life Insurance Company of Cincinnati, Ohio, ir

September, 1903, and has loaned on farm property about six millions of their

money without loss and without taking any real e.state for them. In June,

1907, the Union Central Life Insurance Company honored him by making
him its financial correspondent in California for loans on California farms,

and in San Francisco he established their business in 1907 under the firm

style of "Lombard & Son, Incorporated." Mr. Lombard engaged in the

mortgage business privately until 1905, when he established the Corn Belt

Bank, of which he is president and chief stockholder. He ha- probably

brought more money west for loan purposes than any other man in Kansas

City, and this ha.s been loaned principally on farms, and has resulted mate-

rially in the development of the agricultural district tributary to Kansas City.

The Lombard Investment Company loaned about ninety million dollars dur-

ing its existence. It will thus be seen that the operations which Mr. Lombard

controlled have been very extensive and of the most important character.

He is also interested in various other financial and commercial enter-

prises of Kansas City, and has from time to time utilized favorable oppor-

tunities for judicious investment in real estate. He is now a trustee of

Lombard College at Galesburg, Illinois, which was named in honor of his

father, who was one of its founders.

In his political views ^Nlr. Lombard is a republican, Ijut while well in-

formed on the questions of issues of the day, he has never been an active

worker in party ranks. He belongs to the University Club, to the County
and the Mid-day Clubs. He is also connected with the Commercial Club

and with the Psi Upsilon, a Greek letter fraternity. His religious belief is

indicated by his memberehip in the First Church of Christ, Scientist.

Mr. Lombard was married at Creston, Iowa, June (5, 1877, to Miss Eva

Stiles, a daughter of Peter Stiles, a merchant of that place. In past years

Mrs. Lombard has been very active in social and literary circles, and is still

a most interested and helpful worker in the church. She is an accomplished

performer on the piano, and in the past has been connected vrith one of the

leading literary clubs of the city. Four children have been born unto Mr.

and Mrs. Lombard: James P., who is vice president of the Corn Belt Bank;
Albert E., who is cashier of the same in.stitution

; AVinnifred, w^ho was mar-

ried in 1907 to Galen M. Harris, of Bath, Maine; and Norman, assistant

treasurer of the firm of Lombard & Son, Incorporated, San Francisco, Califor-

riia. The familv residence is one of the finest homes in Kansas Citv. It is lo-
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cated at Eighteenth and Je^er^on streets and was erected in 1888 after designs

by Burham & Root, who also designed the American Bank and the Board of

Trade buildings of Kansas City and the Flat Iron building of New York.

Mr. Lombard is a lover of art and possesses a most attractive collection of

fine paintings, while an extensive library indicates the literary taste of the

family. He is one of the most highly esteemed men in financial circles in

Kansas City, and one of the most successful. In all of his operations he has

been conservative, making no false moves, but advancing steadily and surely
in every transaction, because he has studied the possibilities for success and

recognized the forces that Avill contribute thereto. He has learned to bring
into harmonious relations interests which often seem diverse or antagonis-

tic, but he has shaped such into a unified whole, and the public has learned

to know, to appreciate and to value his sound judgment in financial affairs.

JAMES W. OLDHAM.

James W. Oldham, well known in business circles in Kansas City as

president of the Sterling Remedy Company and secretary of the Wellington
Mines Company, was here born in 1870, representing one of the old and

prominent families here.

His father, William D. Oldham, was born in 1833 in Oldham county,

Kentucky, which was named in honor of Captain Zeb Oldham, great-grand-

father of William Oldham. In early life the latter removed to Tennessee

and in 1859 came to Kansas City»from Chattanooga, casting in his lot with

the citizens of this little town who w^ere laying the foundation for its present

prosperity and greatness. It was a frontier settlement, being almost the

last town of any commercial importance connecting the far west and the

southwest with the older civilization of the east. Mr. Oldham was engaged
for some time in freighting on the Santa Fe trail between Santa Fe and

Kansas City and for a number of years he engaged in trading with the In-

dians, who frequently came to Kansas City for supplies. He became a fac-

tor in the early industrial development here, built the Phoenix mill at the

corner of Second street and Troost avenue, which was the first patent roller

flourmill here. He continued to operate this with good success until it was

destroyed by fire in 1870.

Later he engaged in the wholesale and retail grocery business at Nos. 22

and 24 East Fourth street and developed an extensive trade, his business grow-

ing to mammoth projjortions ere he was called to his final rest in 1807. Tie

also erected the whole block at Troost and Eighth streets and a half block

on Admiral boulevard at Harrison street. He likewise owned and built

other business places. His marked enterprise, carefully formed plans, far-

sighted sagacity and unabating energy made him a valued factor in business

circles and his cooperation was frequently sought in the establishment and

control of important business concerns. He was one of the first organizers

of the Bank of Commerce and became a heavv stockholder in the institu-
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tion. He was long numbered among the prominent and progressive citi-

zens and might well be termed one of the founders of the city, having been

the promoter of many of its leading business enterprises and the growth and

development of a city depend upon its commercial and industrial activity.

He earned for himself an enviable reputation as a careful man of business

and in his dealings wa^ known for his prompt and honorable methods,
which won him the deserved and unbounded confidence of his fellowmen.

His political allegiance was given to the democracy, but he was without

aspiration for public office.

William D. Oldham was married three times. In Clay county, Missouri,

he wedded Betty Winn, a native of Kentucky, who died in 1872, leaving a

son and daughter, James W. and Juanita, the wife of C. S. Downing, of

Denver, Colorado. In 1887 Mr. Oldham was again married, his second

union being with Mrs. Olive Ray, who died a few years later, leaving a

daughter, Lura, now the wife of F. T. Scott. Mr. Oldham next wedded

Miss Helen Compton, and their only child is Mrs. J. D. Schwitzgebel.
James W. Oldham, whose name introduces this record, began his edu-

cation at the usual age in the Kansas City public schools and continued his

studies until he had completed the course in the high school. He after-

ward went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he was engaged in the brokerage busi-

ness until 1895, when he returned to Kansas City and w^as elected president

of the Sterling Remedy Company, with which he is still connected in this

official capacity. The company manufactures medicines and is doing a

large and profitable business. Mr. Oldham is also the secretary of the Wel-

lington Mines Company of Kansas City, and it is to his duties in this con-

nection that he largely devotes his energies.

In November, 1899, in Kentucky, was celebrated the marriage of Mr.

Oldham and Miss Myrtle Watson of that state, a daughter of Colonel Nat

Watson, a prominent resident of Kentucky and a relative of General Wat-

son. Mr. Oldham is accounted one of Kansas City's prominent young busi-

ness men, and has a very wide and favorable acquaintance here, where the

greater part of his life has been passed. The circle of his friends is almost

coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances, and geniality, cordiality

and deference for the opinions of others have made him popular.

EDWARD DOHERTY.

Edward Doherty is one of Kansas City's self-made men, whose well

directed labors have brought him the success that now enables him to live

retired. A native of County Clare, Ireland, he was born March 22, 1847.

His parents were Thomas and Mary (Slattery) Doherty, who were farming

people and spent their entire lives in Ireland. Their son Edward attended

school in the place of his nativity and afterward in Chicago. Determining
to make his home in America, he sailed from Queenstown to Liverpool and

then on the steamship Manhattan crossed to New York, being eleven days
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upon the water. Going to Troy, New York, lie there obtained employment
hut alter three months made hi.s way westward to Chicago, where he arrived

in September, 18(37. lie had an elder brother, Michael, who wa.s a builder

and contractor and attained nmch prominence in that line. D'ependent upon
his own resources, Edward Doherty secured employment and while busily

occupied during the day attended night school that he might promote his

education and increase his efficiency as a factor in business circles. He re-

mained in Chicago for about four years and then came to Kansa-> City,

where he arrived in April, 1870, there being a large colony of his country-
men here at that time.

Mr. Doherty found employment as a switchman on the Kansas City,

Fort Scott & Gulf Railroad, which is now a part of the Rock Ishnid system.

He followed that pursuit for three or four years and then engaged in the

retail grocery business at Fourteenth and Wyoming streets with a partner,

Frank Gilday, but in the financial panic of the year 1873 he became in-

volved, as did hundreds of other business men. He afterward engaged in

the same business at Liberty and Fourteenth streets and there conducted a

larger store. He continued at that point for eleven years with good success,

after which he sold out and started a saloon at Sixteenth and Wyoming-

streets, where he remained for about seven years. Since that time he has

been engaged in various business enterprises, including that of cigar jobbing,

but at the present time is living retired.

Mr. Doherty was married in 1872 by Father Anthony Kuls to Miss

Johanna Lannon, in St. Mary's church of Wyandotte, Kansas. She is a na-

tive of Pennsylvania. Her parents and also a brother, Colonel John S. Lan-

non, are buried at St. John's, Canada. One brother, Thomas Lannon, is a

miner in Mexico, while another, Patrick Lannon, is in the English army,
and a sister, ]\Irs. Thomas Purtell. is living in Wyandotte, Kansas. The chil-

dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Doherty are: Mary E., the wife of Phillip ^lurphy,
of Kansas City; Ellen; Margaret, the wife of James J. Sheppard, of Kansas

City; Johanna Theresa; Frank Edward; John Joseph; Thomas AVilliam;

Edward Leo
; Plenry Paul

;
and James Vincent.

In 1885 Mr. Doherty built his present home and in February, 188(5, the

Sacred Heart congregation was organized in his home by the Rev. M. J.

O'Dwyer. Soon after a school w-as also built. They began to take tht' brick

to the premises in 1886 and in tlie following year the school wa< completed.

Church services were held in Mr. Doherty's home for a shoi't time until the

school was completed and were then held in that building for fourteen

months. In 1887 the pa.stor gathered up soni/ old lumber and built a frame

structure for a church, doing actual work on the building with the men and

when the brick structure was built around the frame he worked in the brick

kiln, thus doing everything in his power to promote the interests of the

church. Mr. Doherty was a member of the Ijuildimi; committee and con-

tributed generously to its support. In 1871 he helped Father Dalton to build

the fir.«t Catholic church in western Kansas. That priest baptized eight of

i\Ir. Doherty's children. In politics our subject has always been a democrat

and though frequently solicited to become^ a candidate for city offices he has
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contiiiuou.-^ly refused to do so. Fraternally he is connectad with the Knights
of Columbus. From an early age he has been dependent upon his own re-

sources and his industry and diligence have led him out of humble financial

surroundings to a position of affluence.

DR. CHARLES AVILLIAM CROSBY.

l)r. Charles AVilliam Cr(jsljy, neurologist, of Kansas City, was born in

Centralia, Illinois, July 4, 1870, his parents being Alfred P. and Mary E.

(Charles) Cro.sby. The father was born in Alexandria, Ohio, and his early
life was spent in southern Ohio and Kentucky. He adopted mercantile

interests as a life work and continued in active connection with that line

()! business for a long period. For some years he was interested in mer-

chandising in St. Louis and East St. Louis and became one of the pioneer
residents of Centralia, Illinois, helping to lay out and found the town. He
svas one of its most dominant figures for a considerable period, active in

controlling its interests and shaping its policy. He was a member of the bar

but never practiced his j^rofession, although for years he was known as Judge

Crosby. His ability, enterprise and keen sagacity well qualified him for

leadership and he left the impress of his individuality upon every com-

njunity with which he was identified for any length of time. In politics he

Wii'i an ardent democrat and notwithstanding the fact that Centralia was a

republican stronghold he was repeatedly honored by election to important
offices there. He served as internal revenue collector under President Lin-

coln and was also county treasurer of Marion county. He likewise repre-

sented his district in the state legislature and for years was one of the lead-

ers and counselors of his party. He nominated William J. Bryan'-, father

for congress and is a very warm personal friend of the Nebraska statesman.

For the past seven years he has resided in Kansas City and is now iu his

eighty-third year, living retired from active basiness cares but still main-

taining a deep interest in the questions of the day and in the world's i»rog-

ress.

Dr. Cros1)y was reared in the family home at Brookfield, Missouri, to

which place his father removed when the son w^as seven years of age. Pass-

ing through consecutive grades, he became a high-school student in Brook-

field and afterward attended Finley Academy, now known as the Brookfield

College. -.Vs early as 1888, Avhen but eighteen years of age, he came to Kan-

sas City, where he was employed in a mercantile house. In 1888, after his

brief residence in Kansas City, he had, in company with a brother and two

other men gone to ]\lonett, Missouri, where he. took charge of a newspaper
to exploit the interests and- resources of the town. Subsequently he wa^ in

business in Chicago and other places and gained a thorough knowledge of

merchandising. In 1893 he embarked in business on his own account in

Brookfield and conducted hLs store for two years. Disposing of his com-

mercial intercuts, he devoted his entire time to the study of neurology, hav-
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ing been reading upon the subject for sometime previous. In preparation
for this work he took up everything bearing upon this field of study. In

the fall of 189(3 he completed his studies in the Chicago Ophthalmic College
and for two years was located for practice in Chicago, after which he re-

moved to Dubuque, Iowa. There he remained for five yeai's.

The subject of treating nervous diseases without the use of drugs ap-

pealed strongly to him and after leaving Dubuque he went in 1903 to Chi-

cago, where he pursued a special course under Dr. McCormick of the Mc-

Cormick Neurological College. He then again practiced in Dubuque and

in 1904 came to Kansas City, being the first of the profession to locate here.

In April, 1907, he was instrumental in organizing the Dr. Crosby Neuro-

logical Company, with an institute on Independence avenue. His treat-

ment is an exposition of the new school, whereby nervous and chronic dis-

eases are treated without the use of drugs or medicines. It is the purpose
of the profession to show people how to live, recognizing that "an ounce of

prevention is worth a pound of cure." They work upon the basis that

nature effects cures and that if her laws are carefully followed out there will

be no disease. Illness is a trangression of nature's laws and a resumption of

a mode of life in harmony with her laws will bring about the restoration of

health and maintain it permanently unless nature's forces are disturbed

through some accidental injury. Dr. Crosby has succeeded in building

up a practice among the most prominent families of Kansas City in the five

years of his residence here and his institute is largely patronized. His stu-

dies have been so extended and varied that in the diagnosis of cases he has

reached a high standard of perfection and his practice is based upon the

most careful analysis, combined with the resumption of natural laws.

Dr. Crosby was married January 15, 1896, to Miss Lora Huft'aker, of

Brookfield, Missouri. His political allegiance is given to the democracy
and he is prominent in Masonry, belonging to the lodge, chapter, com-

mandery and the shrine. He is yet a young man but has attained distinc-

tion and prominence in his profession, having treated almost every known

disease with good results, performing many permanent cures of chronic

cases where old school physicians have failed. He is a student and thinker,

alive to the trend of thought and influences of the present and in all of hia

work brings to bear sound judgment and keen discrimination.

HALE H. COOK.

Hale H. Cook, whose connection with the Kansas City bar dalo.s from

November, 1890, was born near Jackson, Michigan, January 11. 1857. His

early education was there acquired, supplemented by study in Olivet College

at Olivet, Michigan, and in Carleton College at Northfiold, Minnesota, from

which he was graduated with the degreee of Bachelor of Arts in 1882. The

succeeding two years were devoted to school work as principal and superin-

tendent of schools in Minnesota and in the meantime he took up the study
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of law, which he pursued at every available opportunity until his admis-

sion to the bar in 1885 at Fergus Falls, Minnesota. Later removing to Con-

cordia, Kansas, he there continued in the practice of his chosen profession

until November, 1890, when he removed to Kansas City, where he has prac-

ticed continuously since, being now a member of the firm of Ellis, Cook &

Ellis, holding high rank in legal circles. Mr. Cook was married in 1886 to

Miss Kate A. Scoville, of Chicago, Illinois, and they have two sons

and two daughters. A genial, social nature finds expression in his mem-

bership in the Knife & Fork Club of Kansas City, while his devotion

to the general good is manifest in his cooperation with the Commercial Club

in its efforts to promote the material development and municipal interests

of the city. In politics he is an ardent republican, laboring earnestly for

his party yet never seeking or holding political office. He is, however, serv-

ing as a member of the board of education, to w^hich he was appointed on

the 17th of August, 1905. In the line of his profession he is connected

with the Kansas City Bar Association and among his brethren of the legal

fraternity the consensus of public opinion concerning him is altogether

favorable.

H. CLAY ARNOLD.

H. Clay Arnold, engaged in the drug business, has since 1876 been a

resident of Kansas City and has been closely associated with its commercial

activity during the three decades which have since elapsed. He was born

in Paris, Missouri, May 17, 1849. When eleven years of age he accom-

panied his parents on their removal to a farm, where the succeeding two

years of his life were passed and the following three years at Westminister

College, and at the age of sixteen he went to Sedalia, Missouri.

On attaining his majority Mr. Arnold removed to Nevada, Missouri,

and there entered commercial circles as a druggist but seeking a still broader

field of labor he came to Kansas City and established a drug store at Fifth

and Main streets, where he has since been located, this being now one of

the oldest houses of the kind in the city under one management. About

1895 he acquired another drug store at No. 1107 Main street but sold it in

1902. He is doing an excellent business, owing his prosperity to his close

application, unwearied industry and capable management. He is a stock-

holder and director in the National Bank of Commerce, having acquired

an interest when Dr. Woods became a controlling factor therein. Five

years later he was chosen a director and for many years has been a member
of the board of discounts, nor has he been unknown in real-estate operations.

He was a large property holder in Kansas City before the ''boom," at which

time he sold most of his real estate at a good price. He still owns consider-

able realty, however, which is constantly advancing in value with the growth
and development of the city.

Mr. Arnold is also known in connection with faithful and efficient ser-

vice in several offices of honor and trust. He was appointed by Governor
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Stoiu' recorder of vote.<. The Mi.^r^ouri legislation soon abolLjhed that office

and created the board of election commissioners, at which time Governor

Stone appointed him on that board. Previously he had been appointed by
the same executive as a member of the board of managers of the St. Joseph
Insane Asylum. Throughout his entire life he has been a stalwart advocate

of the democracy but has the unqualified respect and confidence of both

parties.

Mr. Arnold resides at 3522 Tracy street. He has four children and is

comfortably located, having through a sucessful business career gained a

desirable competence, making him one of the substantial residents of Jack-

son county, where he has also figured i)roniinently in public life for a long

period.

JOSEPH WARREN HOOVER.

Joseph AVarren Hoover has been extensively identified with the bridge

building interests between the Mississippi river and Colorado and to a lesser

extent even on to the coast. He is now connected with the Canton Bridge

Company with headquarters at Kansas City. A native of Ohio, he was born

upon a farm in Stark county, five miles north of the city of Canton, Novem-

ber 19, 1850, a son of Daniel and Mary Hoover. The father died in May,

1905, but the mother is still living.

Joseph W. Hoover, who is one of three brothers, acquired his education

in the common schools and in Mount Union College at Alliance. Ohio, prior

to entering the University of Michigan in order to study civil egineering.

Completing a course in that line, he was graduated with the class of 1875,

and immediately entered upon the active practice of his chosen profession,

going at once to Cincinnati, Ohio, as assistant in the astronomical de])art-

ment of a college in that city. Later he accepted the position of engineer

Avith the Indianapolis Bridge Company of Indianapolis, Indiana, where he

remained from September, 1875, until January, 1878. Later ho accepted

the ])osition of civil (>nginecr in the construction department of the Wrought
Iron Bridge Company of Canton, Ohio, with which be rcMnained until Janu-

ary, 1884. He then accepted the general agency for the same company,
Avilb headquarters at Kansas City, and continued there until the company
sold to the American Bridge Company in ^Nhiy, 1900. He continncd m the

r^amc ])Osition with the new company until 1902, when he became a>-ociated

with the Canton P)ridge Cr)mpany, with which he has since been connected,

with headquarter.- at Kansas City. As a civil engineer he thorongbly under-

stands all the work connected with l)ridge building, and has don(> cfl'ective

service in this direction with tbc various companies with which be has been

associated. He is also interested in th(> lIo(»ver Construction Coni])any and

in the Contractors Machinery Comiiany, and is a capable bnsinc-.- man of

executive force and wide practical a- well as scentilic knowli'duc He has

been identified wilb biidge bnilding throughont tlic entire Avest, but more
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particularly between the Mississippi river and Colorado, in which connection

he has become widely known.

Mr. Hoover was married in Canton, Ohio, in December, 1875, to Miss

Mary Ruthrauff, of Canton, Ohio, and they have two children, Frederick

R. and Helen M. The son was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, November

25, 1876, and was educated in the Kansas City public schools and in the

University of Michigan, being graduated from the latter with the class of

1899. He then entered his father's office and has since been associated

with him in the mangement of bridge building interests for the Canton

Bridge Company. He was married August 29, 1900, in Traverse City,

Michigan, to Miss Gertrude Montague. The daughter w^as educated at the

Kansas City schools, at Smith College and at the University of Michigan.
In his political views Joseph W. Hoover is independent, regarding the

capability of the man as more important than his party affiliations. In

Masonry he has attained the Knight Templar degree in the commandery,
and is also a member of the Mystic Shrine, while his religious faith is indi-

cated by his membership in All Souls Unitarian church. He is a man of

broad and liberal views concerning the important questions of life, realizing

the fact that much charity is needed, and that one must constantly work

toward high ideals for the development of honorable manhood. His worth

is widely recognized by his friends and his capability in business circles has

long since been demonstrated.

JAMES I. REYNOLDS.

Among the men who in the latter part^of the nineteenth century brought
the business interests of Kansas City up from small beginnings to large pro-

portions and thus . contributed to its substantial growth and improvement,
was numbered James I. Reynolds, now deceased, who w^as engaged in the

grain and seed trade, also owned and operated in real estate and became

identified with farming. In fact his well merited success made him a

capitalist and one whose name became honored on commercial paper. He
arrived in Kansas City in January, 1872, being at that time a young man of

twenty-five years. His birth had occurred in West Liberty, Ohio, April 25,

1846, his parents being Ira and Harriet N. (Chapman) Reynolds. In the

maternal line the ancestry can be traced back to the time of the Mayflower,

and at a much more remote period in England, where records of the family

are extant as early as 1298.

The father, Ira Reynolds, was born in Ontario county, New York, in

1809, and died November 24, 1880. His wife, whose birth occurred in

Franklin county, Ohio, October 30, 1816, passed away on the 12th of March,

1852. James I. Reynolds was then but six years of age. and after this sad

event he went to live with his mother's sister at De Graff, Ohio—a Mrs.

Mitchell, whose husband was a grain merchant and seedsman. This change
in his place of residence was indirectly the means of determining the life
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occupatiuii uf Mr. KeyiiulcL;. lie acquired a good education in the public
scliools at De Graff, and when thirteen years of age he began assisting hii

uncle in attending to the interests of the store. He continued his education,
however, during the school year until sixteen years of age, when he prac-

tically entered upon his business career in hid uncle's establishment.

The war of the rebellion had now been in progress for sometime and a

year later, at the age of seventeen, Mr. Reynolds was serving the United

States government in the quartermaster's department at Bowling Green, Ken-

tucky. ^Vhile so employed he was unexpectedly called to (3hio to take charge
of the business of his uncle, who had been stricken with paralysis. He went

to the Buckeye state but returned to the seat of war, and when only eighteen

years of age saw active service before Petersburg with the National Guards,

acting as orderly sergeant of Company F. While he laid no claim to hav-

ing achieved great dLstinction as a soldier he had a creditable record as one

who on all occasions faithfully discharged the duties devolving upon him in

that period of his life, and in his later years referred to his military expe-

rience with pleasure and satisfaction. He not only aided his country but

also learned the value of discipline and precision, qualities which became es-

sential factors in his success in later life.

In 1866, Avhen but twenty years of age, James I. Reynolds, who in the

meantime had developed a sturdy manhood through his varied experiences

and his military service, was admitted to a partnership by his uncle, this

being a practical recognition of his business capacity and sterling worth.

The firm name of jNIitchell & Reynolds was assumed and as dealers in grain

and seeds they conducted an extensive business for the time and locality,

continuing together in trade luitil ^Ir. Mitchell retired from business life

with an ample fortune, while Mr. Reynolds had sufficient capital to estab-

lish himself elsewhere in a modest way. He had, too, what was better than

financial resources, good judgment, business experience and unquestioned

integrity to serve as a foundation upon Avhich to build his later success. It

was at this time that ]\Ir. Reynolds came to Kansas City, where he arrived

ill .Tamiary, 1872. Soon after the firm of Trumbull & Reynolds was organ-

ized, and in l.S7."> ihe style was changed by the admi.-sion of a third ])artn('r

under the firm name of Trumbull, Reynolds & Allen, the members being

A. G. Trumbull, James I. Reynolds and J. N. Allen. The business developed

in a gratifying way under the able management of Mr. Reynolds and his

assistants until it became larger in its combined lines than that of any similar

enterprise in the country. The firm confined itself to the manufacture of

hay machinery and to a jobl)ing trade in seeds and grain. Perseverance,

reliability and firm |)urpose constituted the salient qualities in the husine>s

policy of Ihe house and resulted in the development of a Ijusine.'^s of mani-

motli ])i'oportions.

After coming to Kansa,^ City Mr. Reynolds also became a successful in.-

vester in real estate and his great executive ability and unbounded enteriuMs'-

caused him to be sought as a participator in various important interests. Hi-^

name fic^ured in connection with the directorate of a number of enterprises,

investment companir^s and otlier corporatinns. some of which he served a-^
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presideni for many years. He possessed keen discernment and native sagacity
in business affairs. His judgment was sound, and each forward step in his

career was .thoughtfully made, bringing him a broader outlook and wider

opportunities.

Mr. Reynolds, however, was not of that class of men who selfishly hoard

their wealth for their own use and exercise their talents merely for their own
advancement. On the contrary he was deeply interested in the city's welfare

and became a cooperant factor in many measures which contributed to its

growth and substantial improvement. Charitable and kindly, he gave freely

of his means to various benevolent institutions, and the poor and needy found

in him a generous and helpful friend, whose aid could be counted upon in

every hour of need. A descendant of a long line of Presbyterian ancestry,

he had firm faith in the creed of the church and with his family attended

the services of the Second Presbyterian church, of which he was an official

member. His widow is also identified through membershij) relations with

the san^.e organization.

On the 25th of May, 1870, at De Graff, Ohio, occurred the marriage of

James I. Reynolds and Miss Julia E. Reeves, a native of Portage county,

Ohio, ]jorn near Cleveland, and a daughter of E. B. and M. L. (Clark)

; Reeves, who were born in Ohio and in Guilford, New York, respectively.

Her father spent many years in Portage county, where he followed his trade

as a merchant tailor, continuing in business until he retired on account of

advanced age. With his wife he then came to the west and there lived at

INIr. Reynolds' country home at Wyandotte, Kansas, until the death of Mr.

Reeves in 1890, since which time Mrs. Reeves has made her home in Kan-

sas City with her daughter Mrs. Reynolds. Although now eighty-six years

of age she is very active, being remarkably well preserved for a woman of

her years. She belongs to the Christian church here and has long been one

of its devoted members.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds were born four children: Harry E., who

married Maud Cooley and is connected with the Longware Lead Company,
at Kansas City; Rev. Charles Lee Reynolds married Agnes Pearson, of Des

Moines, Iowa, and they are now located in Lexingion, Kentucky, where he

is serving as pastor of a Presbyterian church; Mary Grace is the wife of

Professor C. A. Metz, an instructor of Kidder (Mo.) Academy; James Royal
resides in Mead, Kansas, where he is engaged in the grain and seed business.

Following his arrival in Kansas; City, the father, Mr. Reynolds, con-

tinued in the grain and seed trade, which remained one of his principal

resources of revenue. His real-estate operations, too, returned him a good

income and he managed his business affairs from his offices located in the

Board of Trade building. He was also connected to some extent with farm-

ing interests and other business enterprises and the development of his busi-

ness as the years passed by made him a well known capitalist. It will be

readily noticed that he was a man of push and progress, difficulties vanish-

ing before him as mists before the morning sun. He was penetrative and

practical, seeing to the center of things and from the center. He looked
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upon the world from no false position and had no untried standards. In

1903 he became ill and for two years his health was largely inpaired but he

never gave up business until the last seven weeks of his life. He died March

13, 1905, leaving his family a valuable legacy in property and also in an

honored name. In politics he was an earnest republican but not an aspirant

for office. Public spirited, he donated liberally to enterprises for the city's

good and stood for improvement and advancement in many lines. He was

in vital sympathy with the best interests of the public and was recognized as

a man among men.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM J. MORLEY.

Captain William J. Morley, whose title is an indication of his prom-
inent position on the police force, is now in charge of station No, 5. He
was born at Ballyhaunis, County Mayo, Ireland, May 1, 1852. His father,

John J. Morley, was a jobber and grain dealer and for many years con-

ducted a public house at Ballyhaunis, where his death occurred. His wife,

who bore the maiden name of Honora Jordan, also spent her entire life on

the Emerald isle.

Their son. Captain Morley, pursued his education in the national

schools of Ballyhaunis until fourteen years of age, his teacher being James

O'Rourke. With the spirit of adventure strong within him, as it is in most

boys, he ran away from home, accompanied by a few companions, when

fourteen years of age. They made their way to Liverpool, England, and his

lack of financial resources made it imperative that Captain Morley secure

employment. He therefore began work in the Campton wholesale house,

one of the largest of its kind in England. Subsequently he became a con-

ductor for the Busby Omnibus Company and worked for them for three

and a half years.

In 1869 he came to the United States, sailing from Livei*pool to New
York on the 14th of April. The vessel dropped anchor in the American har-

bor on the 1st of May. He had made the voyage on the steamship Idaho,

which was later lost at sea. Not long after his arrival Captain Morley found

employment in one of the parks in Brooklyn, where he assisted in doing

landscape gardening. Afterward he wa^ employed as a conductor on the

Brooklyn street cars but in less than a year removed to Great Bend, Pennsyl-

vania, where he entered the service of the Delaware, Lackawanna & Western

Railroad Company, acting as a fcrakeman between Great Bond and Syracuse,

New York. His fidelity later won him promotion to the position of con-

ductor. Leaving this road, he afterward became yardmaster with the New

York & Erie Railroad at Binghamton, New York, where he continued until

1872. During that time he saw Jim Fisk and his train pass through on the

way to relieve the sufferers from the Chicago fire. In 1872 Captain ]Morley

was transferred to Hornellsville, New York, where he filled the position of
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yardma;jter until 1875. In that year C. 0. Chatterton, one of the superintend-
ents of the road, accepted a position with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad and sent for Captain Morley to join him in the middle west and
made him yardmaster at Creston, Iowa, where he remained until August
14, 1876. At that date he accepted the position of night yardmaster for the

Kansas City & Council Bluffs, the Santa Fe, the Chicago & Alton and the

Rock Island railroads, doing work for the four companies. That he was

most trustworthy and capable is indicated by the fact that he filled the posi-

tion for ten years. In 1887, when the Santa Fe moved its yards and Cap-
tain Morley's salary was cut in consequence, he resigned his position.

What was the railroad's loss, however, was Kansas City's gain, for he

entered upon active connection with the police department, where he has

since remained. He was appointed a patrolman on the police force and

later was promoted to sergeant and afterward to lieutenant, while on the 14th

of October, 1907, he was made captain and transferred to station No. 5. His

identification with the police department covers twenty-one years, during
which time he has proved his unfaltering loyalty to duty, ever discharging
the tasks assigned to him without fear or favor. His political allegiance is

given to the democratic party and while in the railroad service he was active

as a worker in its ranks but has not been a factor in local politics since be-

coming connected with the police service. He and his family are members
of the Redemptionist (Catholic) church.

Captain Morley was married in Binghamton, New York, in 1872, to

Miss Mary A. Sheehan, who was there born and reared. Their children

are: Catherine, who, however, is usually known as Kate; Louis, who is em-

ployed by a sugar refining company at Salt Lake City; John, a farmer; and

William and May, both at home. The family are all communicants of the

Redemptionist church. Captain Morley resided on the west Kansas bottoms

until the great flood of 1893 and was the owner of eight houses there but

since that great disaster he has purchased a pleasant home at No. 3418

Broadway, where he now lives. He may truly be called a self-made man,
for starting out in life on his own account at the age of fourteen, he has

since been dependent entirely upon his own labors for the success he has

achieved. His life has been largely one of earnest and unremitting toil.

His business career, as well as his service on the police department, has con-

nected him with positions of responsibility and importance but to his trust

he has ever been found loyal.

W. E. OLIVER.

W. E. Oliver, engaged extensively and successfully in the sale of horses

and mules, was born in 1869 at Point Pleasant, West Virginia. His

father, John Oliver, also a native of that state, came to Kansas in 1884. He
married Eliza McCoy and in their family were eight children, of whom
seven are now living. The father was a soldier of the Union army in the
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Civil war and served for tliree years as a loyal defender of the stars and

stripes, participating in the battle of Gettysburg and important niilitary

movements in the Shenandoah valley.

AV. iv Oliver acquired his early education at Olathe, Kansas, having
come to the west with his parents when fifteen years of age. His first bus-

iness venture was farming in Johnson county, Kansas, on three hundred

and twenty acres of land which he rented there. He gradually worked into

the stock l)usiness and fifteen years ago came to Kansas City, where he has

eince been engaged in dealing in horses and nuiles. In 1902 the firm of

Newkirk, Hicks & Company was organized with J. D. Xewkirk as president,

W. E. Oliver as secretary and James D. Oliver as vice president. They
began business at No. 1604 Walnut street and afterward removed to their

present location at No. 2423 Grand avenue. The firm is now Newkirk &
Oliver and they are now enguged extensively in buying and selling horses

and mules, making their purchases in the general market and at the stock-

yards auctions. They make a specialty of high class driving horses, which

they fit for city use. The firm has a branch business on East Fifteenth

street, conducting there a livery and boarding stable known as the Sini-^hine

stable.

Mr. Oliver was married in Kansas City in 1896 to Miss Minnie Booker,

a daughter of Edwin Booker, and they now have an attractive home at No.

4147 McGee street. Five children have been born unto them : Orville,

Everett. Raymond, John and Helen. Mr. Oliver exercises his right of

franchise in support of the men and measures of the republican party, while

fraternally he is connected with tiie Knights of Pythias, the ]Modern AVood-

men of America and the Modern Brotherhood. In his business life he has

won that success which results from close application, unfaltering diligence

and unwearied industrv.

FRANK HENDERSON.

Frank Henderson, a real-estate agent witli a good clientage, Avas l^n'n

in Montgomery county, Maryland, in l>Si)l. his parent- being Nicholas R.

and Hettie M. (Warfield) Henderson. The father l)ecame a ])lanter in

Maryland, his native state, and both he and hi< wife are still living in

Howard county.

Frank Henderson, who is one of a family of nine children, was edu-

cated in the schools of llowai'd eonnty. and remained a resident of that

state until abont twenly-tliree year,- of age, when in 1(S.S4, he sought the

op[»ort unities of tlie middle we,-t and came to Kansas City. wluM-e he lias

now made his home for almo.st a quarter of a centin-y. For seventeen years

he engaged in the grocery l)usiness in that section, which was formerly the

suburl) of AVcstport, and on selling out in that line he entered into the

real-estate business, which he -till carries on. dt'aling in both city and farm

property at No. 403 Heist building. He not only handles property for
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others, but has also built several houses, and is now occupying the old Ber-

nai'd homestead, one of the landmarks of the city, it having been erected

by hi^ wife's father in 1850.

On the 16th of October, 1889, Mr. Henderson was married in Kansas

City to Miss Nettie Bernard, who was born in the house which they now

occupy. They have one child, Frank Bernard, who is a high-school stu-

dent. Mr. Henderson's attitude toward any movement destined to benefit

the community is that of a supporter. He was a member of the Westport
school board and served on the building committee which erected the Hyde
Park and Allen schools. The cause of education finds in him a stalwart

champion, and one whose labors have been effective in its behalf. He has

little ambition for public office, but gives unfaltering allegiance to the democ-

racy, and is equally loyal to the Methodist church, in which he holds mem-

bership.

JAMES ROBERT DOMINICK.

James Robert Dominick, president of the Traders Bank of Kansas City,

was born in Houston, Mississipi3i, December 9, 1863. His father, R. N.

Dominick, a native of Georgia, removed to Mississippi in his boyhood days
and became a planter, merchant and miller there. He was a man of many
interests and of the highest standing in his community. He married Mary
J. Martin, and both have passed away. Mrs. Dominick was a daughter of

Judge T. N, Martin, a man prominent in the legal profession in his section

of the country.

James Robert Dominick was a lad of eight years when his father re-

moved to a place about twenty-five miles w.est of West Point, Mississippi,

where he owned a large plantation, raising corn, cotton and other products

common to the south. He also had a country store and sawmill, gristmill

and carding-mill, which interests drew their patrons from thirty miles

around. It was in that locality that James R. Dominick was reared, and

after mastering the elementary branches of learning in the country schools

he became a student in the State University at Oxford, Mississippi, where

he spent four years, and was then graduated with the degree of Doctor of

Philosophy in 1884. In the preparatory, freshmen and sophomore years

he won first honors, but as he completed the work of the junior and senior

years in one year and changed the course from A. B. to B. P. he was not

allowed to compete for further honors. He was a member of the Hermaean,

one of the college literary societies, and was also a member of the Phi Delta

Theta fraternity. Immediately after his graduation he went to St. Louis,

where he pursued a course in Bryant & Stratton Business College. He then

returned to West Point, Mississippi, where he entered the general store of Mc-

Crary, Watson & Company, continuing as clerk there for two years.

Desiring the opportunities offered by a larger city, however, he was at-

tracted to Kansas City through the study of an ordinary railroad map.

From this he saw there were more railroad lines centering in Kansas City
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Iban any other point, and realizing that raih-oad facihties promote trade

interests he came here in August, 1886. Being favorably impressed with

the city and its possibilities, he decided to make it his home. He had for

some time entertained a desire to engage in the banking business and at

once sought emi3loyment in the local banks. Three days after his arrival

he wa.- otiered a position in the American National Bank if he would start

at a salary (if thirty dollars a month. He readily accepted this, feeling sure

that he could gain promotion. Though not without some means, his habits

were such that he began to put aside a part of his earnings from the start,

notwithstanding his small salary, and thus soon became financially inter-

ested in the institution w^ith wdiich he was connected for fifteen years. He
worked up from an intermediate position to that of cashier, in which capacity

he served for two yeare, having spent a similar period as assistant cashier.

He withdrew in 1900, in order to organize the Traders Bank of Kansas City,

of which he became president, and today he figures prominently in Ijanking

circles. The bank has prospered from the beginning and has paid a reg-

ular dividend to its stockholders, paying now ten per cent dividends annu-

ally, while the selling value of the stock at the present time is more than

two to one. The bank is capitalized for one hundred thousand dollars and

the surplus and undivided profits which have been earned amount to ninety-

five thousand dollars, wdiile the deposits reach about three million. Mr.

Dominick has been an active, leading member of the Missouri Bankers As-

sociation, in which he has served as treasurer and vice president and w^as

elected president in May, 1908. He is interested in a number of banlcs in

this section of the state and is well known as a representative of financial

interests.

Mr. Dominick was married in Kansas City, October 27, 1892, to Miss

Gertrude Masten, a daughter of W. C. and N. J. Masten, of this city. Her

father, formerly a railroad contractor, is now deceased. The family attend

the Central Methodist Episcopal church, South, of which Mr. Dominick is a

trustee and steward, as well as a member and liberal supporter. He belongs

to the Commercial Club and to the Merchants & Manufacturers Association.

He is also connected with the Knife & Fork Chib and gives his political

allegiance to the democratic party.

PETER C. GLOVER.

Ill a hi.«tory of those men who have been prominent in Kansas City's

interests mention should be made of Peter G. Glover, who arrived liere in

November, 1887, and settled on what is now a part of Waldo park. There

he engaged in farming and stock-raising for .several years and became widely

known in that connection. He was a native of Mount Sterling. Kentucky,

horn February 8. 1850, and lii.-^ ]iar?nts were Joseph and Mary (Nelson)

Glover. The father was a native of Missouri but at an early day took up
his abode near Blount Sterling. Kentucky . where he purchased land and en-
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gaged in general fanning and stock-raising during the greater part of his

life, meeting with gratifying and well merited success in his undertakings.
His death occurred in Tennessee, after which his widow returned to Ken-

tucky, where she soon afterward passed away.
Peter G. Glover w^as educated in the public schools near his father's

farm in Kentucky and also in Mount Sterling. The assistance which he

rendered in the conduct and improvement of the farm permitted him to at-

tend school to only a limited extent but in the school of experience he

learned many valuable lessons as the years went by and became a practical

and well informed business man.

Mr. Glover resided with his parents at the old home in Kentucky uj) to

the time of his marriage to Miss Nannie Deathridge, a native of Madison

county, Kentuck}', and a daughter of Amos and Susan (Lij^scomb) Death-

ridge. Both the Lipscomb and Deathridge families were prominent in the

Blue Grass state. Amos Deathridge was an extensive farmer and stock-

raiser there, owning several thousand acres of rich and productive land.

Both he and his wife resided in that state until called to their final rest.

Members of the Lipscomb family, however, came to the west and settled at

Kansas City, where some of them now reside, having become prominent in

legal and real-estate circles. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Glover were born nine chil-

dren : Virgil, the wife of Charles E. Shivers, who is engaged in the real-

estate business in Kansas City; Joseph, who wedded Katie Scarce and also

resides in this city ;
Sue Etta, living with her mother

; Mary, who died in

Kentucky in 1906; Bernard L., who holds a fine position as rate clerk with

the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway at Kansas City and makes his

home with his mother; Leland, also at home; Nathan, who lives with his

uncle in Kentucky; and Pearl and Amos, both at home.

When Peter G. Glover arrived in Kansas City in 1887 he first rented

five hundred acres of land near what is now Waldo park and subsequently

purchased a part of that property. He was always a lover of stock and be-

gan raising fine stock and hay. He carried on general farming but his live-

stock interests constituted the main branch of his business, in wdiich he

continued actively engaged until 1897, when he sold out, owing to his own

ill health and also to the fact that the farm had then become valuable as city

property. Accordingly he took up his abode at No. 2317 Independence

avenue, after which he lived retired. At all times he was interested in pub-
lic progress and was associated with many movements for the general good.

After his retirement his friends desired him to serve on the board of edu-

cation and he continued in that position during the greater part of his re-

maining days. For a long period prior to his demise, however, he was in

ill health. In 1903 he returned to Kentucky on a visit to his old home and

soon after he again came to Kansas City where he died November 11, 1903.

His family lost a devoted husband and father and his acquaintances a

faithful friend.

An analyzation of his life work showed that it wa^ characterized by

fidelity to duty and a thorough appreciation of the responsibilities which

rested upon him. He endeavored to make the world better and was a prom-
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inent and consistent member of the Independence Avenue Christian church,
in the woi*^ of which he was deeply and helpfully interested. He had many
friends in Kansas City, especially among the pioneers, and his good qual-
ities endeared him to all with whom he was associated. He was a man of

strong native intelligence and possessed an excellent memory, whereby he

was continually storing his mind with facts of vital interest. Mrs. Glover,

who, like her husband, is a consistent member of the Independence Avenue
Christian church, resides with her family at No. 2515 Park avenue. Her

good qualities of heart and mind have endeared her to many with whom she

has come in contact and she is well known in church and social circles.

WILLIAM C. GASKILL.

Few business men of Kansas City had a wider acquaintance than did

William C. Gaskill, and he possessed many qualities which gained for him
the friendly regard of those with whom he was associated through life's

contacts and experiences. As the years passed, he acquired a measure of

success that enabled him to spend his last days in the enjoyment of well

earned rest without further recourse to labor. A native of New York, he

was born in Owego, May 4, 1(S51. His father, Wilder J. Gaskill, was an

inventor and merchant of the Empire state, who possessed much mechanical

skill and ingenuity. He owned four sawmills there and got out large

amounts of lumber. After a long residence in the east, he removed westward

to Kansas City, where his last days were passed, his death occurring in 1902,

when he had reached the venerable age of eighty years. His wife, who bore the

maiden name of Betsy Glover, was also a native of New York, and unto

them were born but two children.

William C. Gaskill acquired his education while spending his boyhood

days in his father's home. Early in life he became familiar with merchan-

dising, owing to the fact that he spent much time in his father's store, and,

continuing in this line of business after he had attained man's estate, he

was for seventeen years engaged in the conduct of a store at Apalachin,
New York. The west' however, attracted him, and in May, 1887, he arrived

in Kansas City, being closely associated with its business interests from

that time until about two years prior to his death, which occurred in 1900.

Here he established a restaurant on Missouri avenue near Main street, where

he continued in business for seventeen years. He met with a high degree

of success from the fact that he gave close attention to his interests and

catered to the better class of trade. He had the patronage of the courthouse

and of all of the business men of that section of the city, and conducted an

establishment which was well worthy the trade accorded it. Mr. Gaskill

also dealt in feed, grain, ice and coal, and his annual sales reached a large

figure. His carefully conducted business affairs brought to him gratifying

prosperity as the years passed by, and with a substantial competence he

retired to private life in 1898. Mrs. Gaskill was always at the desk with
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her husband, and assisted him in his business with her counsel and keen

discrimination.

It was in Owego, New York, in 1870, that Mr. Gaskill was united in

marriage to Miss Huldah Smith, a daughter of Benjamin Smith, a farmer

of Owego. Unto them were born two children, but one is now deceased.

The son, Asher H., is conducting a successful photographic studio in this

city. Mr. Gaskill erected an attractive home at 3733 Warwick boulevard

in 1900, and there his wife and son still reside. His political view^s were

in harmony with the principles of the republican party. The Masonic fra-

ternity found in him a worthy exemplar and the Presbyterian church a

faithful member. His life was in harmony with his professions, and the

many sterling traits of his character gained him a high place in public

regard. He had the faculty of winning friends and of retaining them, and

during the long years of his connection with the business interests of Kan-

sas City he became widely and favorably known among its leading residents.

FREDERICK HUTTIG, JR.

Frederick Huttig, Jr., is associated with one of the inmortant productive
industries of Kansas City as president and general manager of the Western

Stish (fe Door Company. While a large. and important business always makes

heavy demands upon the time, energies and ability of those in control, Mr.

Huttig has always been found equal to the occasion and has readily and cor-

rectly solved intricate business problems.
Fie was born in Muscatine, Iowa, on the 14th of August, 1872, a son of

Frederick and Sophia (Snell) Huttig, both of whom were natives of Ger-

many and came to the United States in early manhood and womanhood.
The father learned the trade of a sash and door maker and locating in Mus-

catine, Iowa, there engaged in manufacture along that line, spending his

active busines.5 life in that city, where he was regarded as a dominant and

influential factor in industrial circles. His political views were in accord

with the principles of the democratic party and he was a recognized leader

in its councils. For a number of years he served as an alderman and filled

other public offices, wielding a wide power and influence in behalf of good

government and of municipal virtue and progress. In 1898 he removed

from Muscatine to Kansas City, where he lived retired up to the time of

his demise in May, 1907. He held membership with the Masonic fraternity

and also with the Knights of Honor and his endorsement of their principles

was indicated by his 'exemplification of their teachings in his life. His

wife died in 1899. Five of their children survive: Lena, the widow of Henry
Gremmel, of Kansas City; William Huttig, president of the National Bank
of the Republic of Kansas City; Kate, the wife of Robert Bryars, of St.

Louis, ]\Iissouri; Charles H., president of the Third National Bank of St.

Louis: and Frederick, of this review.
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Frederick Huttig, Jr., was sent to school at the usual age and completed
the high-school course in Muscatine at the comparatively early age of seven-

teen years. He then entered upon his business career as a member of the

firm of the Huttig Brothers Sash iSl Door Company at St. Joseph, Missouri,
of which he became the secretary. The assistance which he had previously
rendered his father in that line well qualified him for the successful conduct

of the business and for two years he remained in that position, after which

he went to Wichita, Kansas, to take charge of a branch house for the Hut-

tig Brothers Sash & Door Company. He had the general management, of

the business at that point, where he remained for two years, and in 1892 he

came to Kansas City, where he was offered and accepted the secretaryship of

the Western Sash & Door Company. He continued in that position until

January 1, 1908, when he was made president and general manager of the

company and is thus filling the position of the chief executive officer of the

largest concern of its kind in the United States. The business has been de-

veloped to mammoth proportions and its output is most extensive, the product
of the factory being shipped to many sections of the country. The business

has been carefully systematized, so that there is no waste of time, labor or

material, while the utmost accuracy and method are maintained in the man-

agement of the office.

Mr. Huttig was married April 17, 1895, to Miss Katherine Holmes, a

daughter of James T. Holmes, a capitalist of Kansas City. Unto them have

been born two sons and a daughter: W. D. Holmes, John N. P. and Kath-

erine Louise. The family residence is at No. 2800 East Ninth street and is

attractive by reason of its warm-hearted hospitality. The parents are mem-
bers of the Calvary Baptist church and Mr. Huttig belongs to Rural Lodge,
A. F. & A. M. He has also taken the degrees of the Scottish Rite and be-

longs to Kansas City lodge, B. & P. 0. E. He is moreover a member of the

Commercial Club, the Kansas City Club and the Kansas City Athletic Club.

He feels a keen interest in community affairs and his efforts in behalf of

the welfare of Kansas City have been far-reaching and beneficial. He has

endeavored to make Kansas City what it is today—the commercial center of

the great central west—and he labors for the public progress in the same

practical manner in which he supervises his individual interests. He stands

as a splendid type of the noble American citizen and manliness, patriotism,

sincerity and friendship are instructively associated with his name.

GEORGE EDWARD STEVENSON.

George Edward Stevenson, of Kansas City, was born at Adrian, Mich-

igan, October 23, 1876, a son of E. J. and Sarah (Appleton) Stevenson. The

father, a native of New York, engaged in business as a lumber merchant

up to the time of his death, which occurred about twenty-five years ago. The

mother, a native of Michigan, is also deceased. Reared in the state of his
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nativity, George E. Stevenson pursued his education in the schools of Adrian

to the age of fifteen years, when he entered upon his business career in con-

nection with the lumber industry established by his grandfather, A. Steven-

son, and conducted under the firm style of A. Stevenson & Son. He was

identified therewith until 1902, when he removed from Adrian and spent

some time in the hardwood lumber business in Chicago. Subsequently he

traveled in Ohio, Michigan, Missouri, Kansa.s and Oklahoma for various

yellow pine manufacturers with headquarters in St. Louis. He afterward

worked for lumber firms in northern Louisiana for a short time and in the

early spring of 1905 came to Kansas City, where he established a lumber

commission business under the style of the G. E. Stevenson Lumber Com-

pany. This name was retained until March 1, 1906, when, associated with

M. G. West and others, he organized the Stevenson & West Lumber Com-

pany, of which he became the president. This company at first handled

the cut of only one mill but the business developed rapidly and they had the

exclusive cut of seven mills, besides handling a portion of the output of about

fifteen others. They dealt exclusively in yellow pine and had representatives

at Chicago and Decatur, Illinois; Hastings, Omaha and Lincoln, Nebraska;

Wichita, Kansas; and Des Moines, Iowa. They shipped as far north as Du-

lul]i, as far east as New York and to southern and western points in New
Mexico and Colorado.

On the 17th of November, 1903, Mr. Stevenson was married to Miss Mar-

guerite Pratt, a daughter of Chester N. Pratt, of Kansas City, and they have

two children, Isabelle and George Edward, Jr., aged respectively three and

one years. The family residence is at No. 3512 Cherry street and its hospitality

is one of its very attractive features. Mr. Stevenson is independent in politics,

nor has he ever sought to figure prominently in any public light outside of

business circles. He belongs to the Kansas City Club and the Hoo Hoos and

has those social qualities which render him a favorite among his brethren

of these organizations. He is preeminently a business man, with well bal-

anced capacities and powers such as inspire confidence in others. While not

a genius or possessing any phenomenal characteristics, he is capable of mature

judgment of his own capacities and of the people and circumstances that make

up his life conditions and experiences. He is thus able to correctly value a

situation, recognizing all the different phases that bear upon it, and in the

wise use of his opportunities he has found the path to the success which he

is now enjoying.

HIRAM BARKLEY

Hiram Barkley, who is living retired from business cares, was at one

time identified with commercial interests in Kansas City as a dealer in

agricultural implements. It is fitting that he is now enjoying rest from'

further labor, for he has traveled far on life's journey, having reached the

eighty-fourth milestone. His birth occurred in Winchester, Clark county,
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Kentucky, April 28, 1824, his parents being William and Nancy (Shelton)

Barkley, the former a native of North Carolina and the latter of Virginia.

The paternal grandfather, William Barkley, was also born in North Carolina,

and Avas a representative of an old colonial family, the lirst American mem-
bers coming from Ireland. The family was represented in the patriot army
in the war of the Revolution. Unto Mr. and Mrs. William Barkley were born

three sons: Silas, who died in Bath county, Kentucky; Oliver, who died in

Mount Pulaski, Illinois; and Hiram.

The last named acquired his education under the instruction of private

tutors and in the country schools and was reared to farm pursuits. His

father owned a plantation which he operated with the aid of slave labor. He
died in 1833, the year of the cholera epidemic, at which time Hiram Barkley
was but nine years of age. When some years had passed he took charge of

the plantation and traded extensively in cattle, horses and mules. He re-

sided at the place of his nativity until 1879 and was quite successful, display-

ing good management, keen discernment and excellent judgment in his

business affairs. At the close of the war the slaves, having been so well

treated by himself and his father, remained upon the plantation and thus

his business interests were conducted without interruption and brought to

him a good financial return. During the period of hostilities between the

north and south Mr. Barkley traveled on horesback throughout the country,

buying mules and horses which he sold to the army.
In the year 1847 occurred the marriage of Hiram Barkley and ]\Iiss

Bettie Campbell, a native of Garrard county, Kentucky, and a daughter of

Whittaker and Pamela (Perkins) Campbell. Her father was a prominent
resident of the Blue Grass state and a highly educated lawyer, w4io, having

gi'aduated from the University of Virginia, became a member of the Ken-

tucky bar and served there for many years as judge of Garrard county,

leaving the impress of his individuality upon the judicial and legal history

of the state that has produced many eminent lawyers.

In 1879 Mr. Barkley sold the old plantation in Kentucky and purchased
the Tom Bufort farm in Henry county, that state. Mr. Bufort was a typical

gentleman of the old school who believed in maintaining what he believed

to be his rights and when his farm was sold by the sheriff he held out against

the officers of the law with a gun for over a week. As stated, this place

came into the possession of Mr. Barkley in 1879 and he made his home

thereon until 1886, when he sold the farm and removed to Denver, Colorado,

on account of the ill health of his wife, who died there in 1893.

In July, 1895, Mr. l^)arkl('y came to Kansas City and engaged in the

implement business with U.S. Rhoadcs, under the firm style of the Rhoades-

Barklev Companv. Their ijlace of business was at No. 1311 Hickorv street

and the cnlciprise was .successfully cniKluctcd until the death of Mr. Rhoades

about five years ago, since which tini(> Mr. Barkley has lived retired. Through-
out his business career his careful management, unwearied industry and

laudable amhition l)rought to Jiini tlie success that now ,-ui)i)lies him with all

of the comforts and inanv of the luxui'ies that go to \\\;\kv life worth living.
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Seven children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Barkley: Ella, who died

at the age of six years ; Whittaker, who died in boyhood ; James, who died in

early life; Thomas, a graduate of Bethany College of West Virginia and
later of the Miami Medical College of Cincinnati, Ohio, after which he engaged
in the practice of medicine until his death, which occurred in Chattanooga,

Tennessee, in 1895
;
Elias Campbell, who was a graduate of the Eminence

College near Louisville, Kentucky, and became a traveling salesman for the

Moline Plow Company, his death occurring in Kansas City in 1905
; Ella,

who completed her education at Hamilton College, in Lexington, Kentucky,
and is now the wife of J. D. Estes, who is engaged in the farm machinery
business in Kansas City; and Lillian, the wife of W. Diehl, of Kansas City.

Mr. Barkley and his family are members of the Hyde Park Christian

church and he has been identified with that denomination from his boyhood.
He has been a lifelong democrat and always an advocate of prohibition,

standing in support of the temperance cause. His life has been exemplary in

many respects. He has followed closely the teachings of his church and has

ever endeavored to do unto others as he would have them do unto him. His

integrity and honor have stood every test of the business world, while in every
relation of life he has been found a true gentleman, possessing that chivalry

and courtesy which are characteristic of the best type of the southern man.

The purity of his language springs from a heart true to every manly prin-

ciple, and deference for the opinion of others has ever been one of his marked

characteristics.

CHARLES RABER.

Charles Raber is now living on land which his father farmed fifty-one

years ago. He has retired from active business but for many years was asso-

ciated with business interests here and few of the residents of Kansas City

have more intimate knowledge of its development and progress. He was born

in Canton Zurich, Switzerland, December 26, 1841, and in the spring of 1847

came to America with his parents, Cornelius and Regula Raber, who settled

at Highland, Illinois. There he acquired his early education and when four-

teen years of age accompanied his parents to Kansas City, Avhich at that time,

however, was little more than a landing. They took up their abode at West-

port on the •25th of October, 1855, the father renting a small tract of land

known as the Lewis place, upon which he followed farming up to the day of

his death, which occurred August 26, 1856.

Charles Raber was at that time in the employ of F. H. Booth and re-

mained in his service until 1862, when he formed a partnership with Martin

Keck to conduct a general freighting business. He thus made about twenty,

trips across the plains to Utah, New Mexico, Texas, Colorado and other points,

being thus engaged until 1868, when the Kansas Pacific Railroad was built

through to Denver. The freighters naturally could not compete with it and

the firm of Raber & Keck sold their outfits. They owned an old ox, Tom, that

bv actual count made over ten thousand miles in Mr. Raber's service. After
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retiring from freighting Mr. Raber became associated with the Hehnerich's

Western Brewery and for a time carried on a brewing business, but not meet-

ing with very great success in that field of endeavor he sold out after two years.

He next became connected with the billiard hall at the corner of Grand
avenue and Fifteenth street. He built the old Armory hall at Fifteenth street

and Grand avenue in connection with Joseph Leffler, whose interest he pur-
chased in 1896. The building is three stories in height, fifty by ninety feet,

and he continued as sole owner until eighteen months ago, when he sold out.

In 1885 he erected a dwelling on McGee street, where he lived until about a

year ago, when he bought his present home at No. 3818 Genesee street.

Mr. Raber was married in Kansas City June 9, 1874, to Miss Josephine

Engler and they have three children living: Clara E., who w^as born March

5, 1875, and is now Mrs. Schroder; Cornelius, born December 24, 1878; and

Anna, who was born December 14, 1880, and is now Mrs. Walton.

Mr. Raber is a stalwart republican and at almost every election until a

recent date has served as judge of election since the adoption of tlie Aus-

tralian ballot. He is the oldest member of Kansas City Lodge, No. 1, K. P.

and is a charter member of the Uniformed Rank, No. 3, of which he served as

captain for six years. His wife is also a charter member of Calantha Temple,
No. 1, Rathbone Sisters. He has been a liberal contributor to the German

hospital and to other benevolent interests. For many years he has been active

in the upbuilding of Kansas City and few, indeed, are those who have more

intimate knowledge concerning its growth and progress. His memory forms

a connecting link between the primitive past, when there stood only a small

village here, and the progressive present, when today is found one of the

most thriving and enterprising American cities.

THE E. STINE & SON UNDERTAKING COMPANY.

The E. Stine & Son Undertaking Company, of Kansas City, is the em-

bodiment of a partnership formed between E. Stine, W. F. Stine and Wil-

liam M. McClure. The senior partner, E. Stine, was born January 2, 1833,

in Jonestown, Pennsylvania, and was reared upon a farm to the age of six-

teen years, early becoming familiar with the duties of field and meadow,
but thinking to find other pursuits more congenial he then apprenticed him-

self to a cabinet-maker at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. After serving his term

he came to the west, and has since been connected with this part of the

country.

On the 2d of October, 1856, Mr. Stine was united in marriage at Vin-

ton. Iowa, to Miss Emma L. Coleman, and in March, 1858, they removed

to Kansas City, where for a half century Mr. Stine has now made his home.

For three years he was with Henning & Company, furniture dealers, and in

December, 1861, he began business on his own account as an undertaker.

Soon after he had started out for himself he was engaged in burying sol-

diers under contract secured through Colonel Theodore Case, then quarter-
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master at this point. Mr. Stine wa.s himself in the army for a short time,

and is a member of McPherson Post, G. A. R. He has been actively

in the undertaking business for a longer period than any other man in Kan-

sas City, and organized the present firm, which is accorded an extensve

patronage.
In his social relations, aside from his connection with his old army

comrades as a member of the post, Mr. Stine is a Mason. He has attained

high rank in the order and is now a member of the Mystic Shrine. His

family includes a son and daughter, the latter being Mrs. Fannie Pursley,

the wife of Albert Pursley, auditor of the Kansas City postoffice.

W. F. Stine, the son, was born in Kansas City, June 7, 1862, and has

spent his entire life here. He was admitted to a partnership in his father's

business in 1886 and has since been connected therewith. Like his father,

he is well known in Masonic circles, having attained the K. C. C. H. degree
of the Scottish Rite, and is also a' Knight of Pythias and Woodman. In

1891 he married Miss Jennie McClellan, of St. Louis.

The other partner in the business of the E. Stine & Son Undertaking

Company is William M. McClure, who was admitted upon incorporation in

1906. He had been with the firm for eighteen years as a most trusted and

^capable employe, having come to Kansas City from Iowa. He, too, is a

]\Iason and a Knight Templar. The firm is prominent, and its success is

Avell merited by reason of its straightforward business methods.

ROBERT GREEN.

One noting the quietude of deportment and the easy dignity of Robert

Green, now in the seventy-sixth year of his age, would hardly dream that

fighting blood was once strong within him. Yet he is numbered among the

heroes of the English wars in India and was rewarded by Queen Victoria for

his bravery at the battle of Lucknow^ receiving a medal for the unfaltering

loyalty w^hich he displayed in the siege, which is one of the most memorable

in the military history of the world. His birth occurred at College Hill, in Not-

tinghamshire, England, .Tune 28, 1833. His father, Joseph Green, was also a

native of Nottingham, born in the town of Hucknall Torkard. For many
years he was steward for the Duke of Portland and died in his native country.

His wafe bore the maiden name of Ann George and they were married and

spent their entire lives in Nottinghamshire, where were born unto them five

children : Jane, Robert, Eliza, John and Emily.
Robert Green had but limited opportunities for the acquirement of an

education. When only nine years of age he aided in plowing and doing
other work on the estates of the Duke of Portland and was there employed
until the death of the duke, when Mr. Green was twenty-three years of age, the

latter attending the funeral. When thirteen years of age he had entered

upon an apprenticeship to the wheelwright and joiner's trade, but at nine-

teen his indenture papers w^ere cancelled on account of illness and also on
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account of the unkind treatment of his employer. At that time, 1852, he

enlisted in the Second Battalion of the Sixtieth Royal Rifles but purchased
his discharge at the end of a year. On the 5th of February, 1856, however, he

joined the Royal Horse Artiller}- at Woolwich as a wheelwright and served

during the Crimean war. About December, 1856, he was assigned to F

Troop, Royal Horse Artillery, under Colonel De Agler, lying at Camp Alder-

shot, where he remained until the troop was ordered back to Woolwich in July,

1857, to give up their hoi^ses and guns preparatory to sailing for India. On
the 31st of July they went on board the steamship Scotland, which was lying
at Woolwich dock, to receive and convey them to India to assist in putting
down the mutiny there. On the following day, the 1st of August, the steamer

proceeded down the river Thames to Falmouth to receive more supplies and

this was the last point touched in England. The first night on the sea was

frightfully stormy. The fifth day out they hove in sight of the Madeira

Islands and six weeks later sighted Cape Good Hope. The steamer then

anchored in Table Bay. where they remained for four or five days taking on

coal and provisions. On the night of November 15, 1857, they anchored in

the Hugla river, eight or ten miles from Calcutta, and soon afterward landed

at the city from flatboats. They proceeded to Benares, where the cook put

poison in their gruel. The troops being equipped there, they moved on to

Cawnpore. where an attacking army was formed under the command of

General Sir Cullen Campbell. There the horse of one of the officers bolted

with him into the enemy's lines. His men started to follow but were recalled

and a few minutes later the head of the unfortunate officer was stuck on a pole

and flaunted in the faces of the English. The troops fought in and about

Lucknow until after the close of the war, eighteen months later. They went

through jungles and it was not an unusual thing for one of the tigers of that

district to jump upon one of the men and make off with him.

Mr. Gre^n continued to serve with the British army in India for about

five years and three years after reaching that country he was joined by his wife,

who accompanied him on his travels. Following the trouble at Lucknow the

service, however, was largely that of garrison duty. He accompanied his

command back to England, where he resided until he sailed for the United

States in the spring of 1868, accompanied by his wife and children.

After six weeks' voyage from Liverpool they landed in New York and

proceeded to Ontario, locating at St. Mary's, Canada, where they lived for two

years. There Mr. Green followed the wheelwright's trade in the employ of

the McCormick Threshing Machine Company. Later he removed to London,

Canada, where he entered the services of the Great Western Railroad Company
as foreman carpenter. After spending two years there he removed to Rochester,

New York, where he was in charge of the works of the Pullman Car Company
for the New York Central, the Michigan Central and the Great Western

Railroad Companies. Subsequently he was sent to Niagara Falls by the Great

Western, but on arriving there wa.- di.ssatisfied with the outlook and removed

to Dallas, Texas, where he engaged in various lines of business for five years.

Going to Willis Point, Texas, he returned thence northward to Springfield,

Missouri, where he entered the employ of the Fort Scott Railroad now a part

of the Frisco svstem.
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About 1881 Mr. Green removed with his family to Kansas City estab-

lishing his home on Flora street, near the old fair grounds. The removal

had been made by wagon and during the first night they camped on the

fair grounds while the father searched for a house into which he might move
his family. Eventually he built a frame dwelling at No. 2122 Penn avenue

and some years later erected a brick residence on this site. There Mr. Green

continued to reside until he went to live with his son-in-law at No. 120 East

Thirty-fourth street. He afterward bought a farm, where he lived for seven

years but ten years ago he retired from active business life and has since

spent his days in the enjoyment of well earned rest.

In the place of his nativity Mr. Green was married on the 31st of July,

1857, to Miss Susanna Beardhall, a daughter of William and Mary (Sneath)
Beardhall. The death of Mrs. Green occurred July 17, 1892, and her grave
was made in Paola cemetery. She was a devoted member of the Episcopal
church and a lady of many good traits of heart and mind. The children of

the family were as follow^s: Robert, born in 1862 in East India, married

Mary Carw^ell, of Roseburg, Oregon, and they have two daughters, Esther and

Roberta. He is an engineer and for twenty years has been wdth the Frisco

Railroad. George, who was born in Woolwich garrison, in England, in 1864,

married Lizzie Trigger and is employed by the Frisco Railroad while he

makes his home at Springfield, Missouri. Clara, born at Musboro, Yorkshire,

England, in 1866, is the wife of Thoma.s Brow^n of Kansas City. Ada, born

at Heanor, Derbyshire, England, June 23, 1868, was married April 25, 1892,

to George L. Wallace whose birth occurred at New Castle, Pennsylvania, May
28, 1868, and was educated at Neola and Des Moines, Iowa. He w^as six years

of age when his parents removed to Keokuk, Iowa. His student life ended at

the age of eighteen years, after which he engaged in teaching in western

Kansas for a year and a half. He then entered the employ of the Standard

Oil Company, w^hich he represented at Des Moines, Omaha and Kansas City.

Coming to this city about 1900, he afterward entered the employ of Pratt &

Thompson as general agent and collector. Mr. Wallace and his family attend

the Hyde Park Methodist Episcopal church, of which he is a trustee and in

the work of which they are much interested. He belongs to Triple Link

Lodge, No. 9, I. O. O. F., wdth which he has been identified for fifteen years,

and he is also connected wdth the Modern Woodmen, the Knights of Pythias

and is a charter member of the Modern Woodmen Camp. His political alle-

giance is given to the republican party. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wallace have

been born three children: Leslie Allen, born October 9, 1895; Alice F.,

February 9, 1897
;
and Marjorie, born June 14, 1900. In 1902 Mr. Wallace

built his home at No. 120 East Thirty-fourth street, and it is here that Mr.

Green resides with his daughter, her husband and their family. For ten years

he has engaged in no business and is spending the evening of his days in

well merited ease. His has been in many respects an eventful career, fraught
with experiences which come to few. He met all of the hardships and trials

incident to military life in the East Indies, know^s what it means to cam-

paign in the jungle and has also lived the quiet, uneventful life of the busi-

ness man who day after day performs the duties which come to him and by
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his fidelity and enterprise wins success. ^Ir. Wallace lias made for himself a

creditable name in business circles in Kansas City as a man of energy and

determination and the family enjoy in full measure the respect and good
will of a large circle of friends.

ROCHESTER C. COLGAN.

Rochester C. Colgan spent the last years of his life in honorable retire-

ment in Kansas City, previous to which time he was closely associated with

the agricultural and stock-raising interests of Jackson county. He was one

of Kansas City's native sons, his birth having occurred in 1845 upon the

present site of the Fifteenth street power house.

His parents were Thomas G. and Eliza (Campbell) Colgan, both of

whom were natives of Kentucky, and from that state the father removed

to Kansas City, where the family were re.-^iding at the time of the birth of

Rochester C. Colgan. The same year, however, the}^ removed to the vicin-

ity of Lees Summit, where Thomas G. Colgan purchased a farm of four

hundred acres. The land was entirely wild and unimproved, and in its midst

he erected a log cabin, the family beginning life there in true pioneer style.

All around them stretched a wild and undeveloped district, and toward the

setting sun lay the great west, almost entirely destitute of habitations, that

indicated that the white race were reclaiming it for the purposes of civiliza-

tion. The family occupied a little log cabin until 1853, and then the little

pioneer home was replaced by a frame residence. The father died in 1860,

and the mother, long surviving him, passed away January 23, 1893.

Rochester C. Colgan was reared upon the farm, and early bore his share

in the task of developing and cultivating the fields. During the ])eriod of the

Civil war he and liis mother returned to Kentucky, and while there he fol-

lowed the cari)enter s trade. He lived, however, almost continuously u])on the

old homestead for over fifty years, and followed farming and >t<)('k-raising.

always keeping ou liaiid good grades of horses, hogs and shortborn cattle.

His labors proved an cfi'ective element in transforming this properly, secured

in pioneer days, into one of the fine farms of the county, and hi- widow

still has in her po-session the land ])at('nts which were is-ued to Mr. Col-

gan's fathei'. mid were signed by Millard I'^illniore. In the early days of

the family's residence here they made their own candles, and n]ion the

farm raised nearly everything whicb was used by the family. cx])eriencing

all of the hardshi])- and trials incident to pioneer life, and occasion(^d by
the fact that they were distantly remote fi-om centers of eiviliz:ition. wliei'e

supplies could l)e easily ]>rocured.

In 1875, in Jackson county. ^lis-ouri. occurred the marriage of Roches-

ter C. Colgan and Miss Ivnily R. Tniman, a naliv(> of Missoni'i and a d;nigb-

tcr of Anderson Truman. Her father was liorn in Slielby county. Ken-

tucky, but came to Missouri in 1844, settling in Jackson connly. Eater he

removed to Platte countv. and afterward liOUiiht a farm Hfleen miles south
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of Kansas City, where he spent his remaining days. His wife bore the

maiden name of Mary Jane Holmes, and was a sister of Robert Holmes and

a representative of one of the .early families of Kansas City. Her brother

owned a large farm in what is the best residence part of the city. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. Colgan were born two sons and two daughters, Murray Tru-

man, Myra Emily, Fred Chester Rock and Mary Virgil.

The family continued to reside upon the farm until 1895, when they
removed to Kansas City, Mr. Colgan desiring to give his children the better

educational advantages there offered. He then lived retired until his demise,

having in the meantime accumulated a handsome property through his

well directed efforts and industry. He passed away March 27, 1902, and in

his death his wife and children lost a most devoted, faithful and loving hus-

band and father. He never sought to figure prominently in public affairs,

but was content to do his duty day after day as it came to him, and by
reason of his fidelity and his honesty of purpose he gained the respect and

confidence of all with whom he came in contact. He had many friends in

that section of the county in which he so long resided, and where the name
of Colgan was ever honorably and favorably known from pioneer times. After

her husband's demise Mrs. Colgan purchased a beautiful residence on Santa

Fe place, but now leases that property. She and her children are still resi-

dents of Kansas City, Avhere they are well known in social circles.

GILSON BERRYMAN GRAY.

Among those men who in banking circles are custodians of the public

funds, which represent the vast business and private interests of Kansas City's

residents, is numbered Gilson Berryman Gray, the vice president of the

National Bank of the Republic. Born February 1, 1861, in Kansas City, the

family home at that time being situated in the district bounded by what are

now Main and Delaware, Sixth and Seventh streets. The business district

was then on the river front and extended as far south as Fourth and Fifth

streets. His father, James L. Gray, a native of Pennsylvania, and a pioneer

resident of Jackson county, was serving as sheriff at the time of his death in

1872. He was descended from Scotch ancestry, although the family was

established in Pennsylvania at an early day. His wife, Mrs. Harriett Rebecca

(Thomas) Gray, a native of Kentucky, is still living, at the age of seventy-

six years. Her ancestors were Virginians and several members of the family

served with distinction in the Revolutionary war.

Gilson Berryman Gray was educated at Woodland College in Independ-

ence, Missouri, and following his school days became associated, in 1880, with

banking interests and his entire life has been spent in or near Kansas City

with the exception of a brief period of three years, when he sojourned in the

south. In 1883 he became connected with the Citizens National Bank and

there continued until 1898, when he became associated with the National

Bank of Commerce. In 1899 he accepted the cashiership of the American
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National Bank and after eight years' service resigned in 1907. In Jnne of

that year he as.-istcd in organizing the National Bank of the Repnhlic, of

which he has since been vice president, and is also interested in several in-

terior banks.

On the 6th of April, 1886, Mr. Gray was married in Aberdeen, Missis-

sippi, to Miss Catherine Strong. Mrs. Gray is interested in nuisic, art and

literature, and many evidences of taste in those directions are seen in the

Gray residence. Their home is situated on Gladstone boulevard, one of the

finest thoroughfares in the city. They have three children, Catherine, Re-

becca and Gilson B., Jr., aged respectively eighteen, sixteen and ten years.

Mr. Gray is a member of the Kansas City Club and of the Evanston

Golf Club and his enjoyment of the sport furnishes him needed recreation

from business cares. He is, moreover, deeply interested in the moral develop-
ment of the city, is a director of the Young Men's Christian Association and

was instrumental in the erection of its new Ijuilding. He is likewise a member
of the Independence Boulevard Christian church, in which he is serving as

deacon and in its membership is known as a most active and zealous worker.

Kansas City's welfare and upbuilding are matters Avhich lie very close to his

heart, for who does not take jiride in what is accom])lished in one"'^ native

citv?

FREDERIC COLLINS .lOHNSON.

Frederic Collins .lohnson, ])resident of the Kawino Wholesale Grocer

Company of Kansas City, was born in Berkshire, Tioga county. New York,
June 1, 1865. He was the second in a family of three sons and three daugh-

ters, and at the usual age began his education in the district schools of Tioga

county. In 1884 he accepted a clerkship in the general mercantile store of

Horatio Clark at Berkshire, New York, and in 1887 went to Beloit, Kansas,

as accountant in the First National Bank, going from there to St. Joseph,

Missouri, in Sej)teniber of the same year, Avliere he took a position as bill

clerk with the Nave & McCord Mercantile Company. In 1888 the company
sent him dut as traveling salesman, assigning to him northwest Missouri and

southwest Iowa as a territory, Avhich position lie held until 1902. when he

resigned and. accompanied by his wife and daughter, went to Enrope. travel-

ing in Gei-many. Austria, Italy, Switzerland, Franet- and England.
After their return Mr. .Tolinson accepted an office position tendered him

by his former em])loyers and so continued until ^lay, 1904, when he resigned

to come to Kansas City, where he purchased controlling interest in the Walker-

Brewster Gi'ocer Company, at that time conducting a coml)ination wholesale

grocery. ]»roduce and commission l»nsiiiess. Disjtosing of his holdings in this

company a year later, he organized the Kawmo Wholesale Grocer Company,
Avith F. C. Sheldon as president and Mr. Johnson as vice president and treas-

urer. In the early jiart of 1908 ]\Ir. Sheldon withdi'ew from the presidency

and Mr. Johnson became president, while Mr. Sheldon remained a director.

]\Ir. .Tohnson's plan on entering the ])U-ines- was to inaugurate a new system



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 429

in the wholesale grocery line—one price to all—believing that fair and impar-
tial dealing would insure greater success than the usual competitive methods.

In establishing this unusual policy, the business lost one-tenth of its capital

of fifty thousand dollars the first year, but, persevering, he has succeeded in

building up a large and profitable business and one which enjoys a most

/enviable reputation. The company does an exclusive wholesale grocery
business and confines its attention principally to the city trade.

On the 29th of May, 1894, Mr. Johnson was married to Miss Etta Raw-

lings, of St. Joseph, Missouri. Mr. Johnson is a worthy and exemplary mem-
ber of Charity Lodge, A. F. & A. M.; Mitchell's Chapter, R. A. M., of St.

Joseph, Missouri; also of the United Commercial Travelers. His religious

belief is indicated by his membership in the Central Presbyterian church of

this city. He is a large-hearted, broad-minded man, honorable in his pur-

poses, kindly in his intentions, congenial in his companionship, and fearless

in the administration of what he believes to be correct principles in merchan-

dising.

JACOB L. LORIE.

Jacolj L. Lorie, attorney at law of Kansas City, was born in Natchez, Mis-

sissippi, February 18, 1873, a son of Nathan and Sarah (Beekman) Lorie.

The father was an Austrian by birth and in his childhood came to America.

After attaining his majority he engaged in merchandising and when the

country became involved in the Civil war he served as a soldier in the Con-

federate Army. He was also prominent in civic life and was judge of the

county court and also county treasurer of Catahoula parish in Louisiana. In

1881 he came to Kansas City and engaged in the manufacture of furniture at

First street and Lydia avenue until he retired from active business life in

1900. His wife is a daughter of Aaron Beekman, a school teacher, musician

and Shakespearean scholar. The Beekman family is of German descent and

one of the ancestors was a court painter to Napoleon III., while another be-

longed to the regiment of giants organized by Frederick the Great. To this

same familv belongs Bailev Gatzert, mavor of Seattle.

Jacob L. Lorie is the eldest of a family of three sons, his brothers being:

Percy S., western representative of A. S. Valentine & Sons, manufacturers of

cigars in Philadelphia; and Walter S., who is with the Abernathy Furniture

Company of Kansas City. Brought to this city in early manhood Jacob L.

Lorie pursued his education in the grade and high schools and was graduated
with the class of 1891. He afterward entered the University of Michigan and

completed a four years' literary course in 1895, winning the degree of Bach-

elor f)f Arts. The following year he w^as graduated from the legal depart-

ment with the Bachelor of Law degree, having completed six years' work in

five years. While a high school student he was managing editor of the Lu-

minary, the school paper, and for two years was president of the Central

Literary Club. While at college he held various positions on the daily paper

published by the university and during the last year was managing editor.
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While thus serving he always had special wire service from all games of the

university football and baseball teams, which was a new feature in newspaper

publication by the university. He was also one of the founders of a fort-

nightly humorous magazine, called Wrinkle, of which he was assistant man-

aging editor for two years. He likewise acted as one of the editors of the

freshman annual, the Oracle, and was a member and officer of the Press Olub

and a contributor to all the college magazines. Early in life he planned for a

journalistic career but through association with his room mate and others who
were studying law, he became fascinated by the profession and decided to

pursue a legal course although without intending to enter upon active prac-

tice at that time. However, before completing the course he determined to

make the practice of law his life Avork and following his graduation returned

home and was admitted to the bar in Jackson county in 1906. He had

previously been admitted to the bar at Ann Arbor and in Kansas City he

began practice.

Mr. Lorie has been continuously alone in his practice with the exception
of a few years which he spent as assistant to Judge Elijah Robinson, during
which time he was constantly in the court and assisted in trying every case

defended by Judge Robinson for the Missouri Pacific Railroad Company,
thus gaining much valuable experience in corporation practice. He now has

a large general practice but specializes in commercial, real-estate and corpora^

tion law and has made a thorough study of these branches, gaining that com-

prehensive knowledge which is the basis of success, while in his application of

legal principles he displays keen discernment.

Mr. Lorie is prominent in various social organizations. He belongs to

the Progress Club, to the Kansas City Bar Association, to the University of

Michigan Club and the grand lodge of the Independent Order of B'Nai Brith,

an international fraternal and philanthropic organization, serving now as a

member of its executive committee. His political allegiance is given to the

democracy and he has delivered many addresses in support of its principles.

He is also a frequent speaker at public gatherings and is always listened to

with attention and interest. For five years he was a trustee of the United

Jewish Charities of Kansas City and for eight years a trustee of B'Nai Jehudah

synagogue. He represents a high type of the American citizen, keeping in

touch with the trend of modern thought and his usefulness in the world is

widely recognized aside from his professional interests.

JOHN NORTON.

John Norton, who throughout his life has followed the occupation of

grading contractor and is now practically living retired, his sons having suc-

ceeded him in business although he still gives supervision to the business,

was born in Europe and came to America when thirteen years of age. He has

lived in Kansas City .since 1876, having come from Lee county, Illinois, where

he had made his home for some time. He was also for a period a resident of
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McLean county, Illinois. Throughout his business life he has engaged in

grading contracting and since coming to Kansas City has been connected

with some of the largest contracts of the kind here. When the Chicago &
Alton Railroad was being built he took a contract to grade three miles of their

roadbed near the city. He has done most of the lowering and street grading
for the city since his arrival here more than thirty years ago and until about

four years ago he carried on the business himself but in 1903 he turned it over

to his sons, Daniel D. and Frank F. Norton, who now employ from twenty to

forty men and keep a number of teams for their work. The father still

assists them by overseeing the work and giving to them valuable advice gleaned
from his long years of experience.

Mr. Norton was married in Illinois in 1862 to Miss Margaret Holloran

and unto them have been born ten children. In politics Mr. Norton is a

democrat, having supported the party since he became a naturalized American

citizen. From an early age he has been dependent upon his own resources

and the secret of his success is found in his strong purpose, his unfaltering dili-

gence and his close conformity to a high standard of commercial ethics.

WILLIAM MEYERS CHOUTEAU.

No history of Missouri would be complete without mention of the Chou-

teau family of which William Meyers Chouteau was a member. Moreover,

he figured for a long period as a representative citizen of Jackson county,

living here at a period when there was much that was picturesque and roman-

tice in the history of the west. He was born at what is known as the old

Chouteau Ferry near St. Louis. His father, Frederick Chouteau, was one of

three brothers, Francis Gesso, Cyprian and Frederick, who came to Kansas

City at a very early day. They were sons of Pierre Chouteau, who came from

France to America with members of the Laclede family and were among the

first settlers of St. Louis, the names of Laclede and Chouteau both figuring
in that city. Frederick Chouteau, like his brothers, engaged in the fur trade

during the pioneer epoch in the history of this state, operating in St. Louis

until he came to Kansas City, at which time he settled at what was then

Westport but is now part of Kansas City. Both he and his wife spent their

remaining days here and dispensed a liberal hospitality to the early settlers,

while in the substantial improvement and upbuilding of the community Fred-

erick Chouteau bore an active and helpful part.

The boyhood days of AVilliam M. Chouteau were spent in a frontier dis-

trict. For miles around stretched the unbroken prairie, few settlements hav-

ing been made, while the great west beyond was almost an unexplored and

unknown region. The advantages were comparatively few and he was edu-

cated at the Shawnee mission at Shawnee, Kansas. He received from the

government an allotment near Holliday, Kansas, and when only a young
man began farming there, thus contributing to the agricultural development
of the district. While residing there he was married to Miss Addie McFar-
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land, a native of Shawnee, Kansas, and a daughter of Oliver and Amelia

(Lovelace) ^NIcFarlaud. The father removed from Boonville, Missouri, to

Shawnee in an early day and conducted l)u-iness there a.< a cabinet-maker

during the remainder of his life. He was also a soldier and served through-
out the war. Both he and his wife died at Shawnee. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Chouteau were born four children : Laura, the wife of E. M. Skinner, a trav-

eling salesman residing at Vinita, Indian Territory; Bessie L., who lives with

her mother; Jess, who married OUie Witt and is a carpenter living at No.

4012 Mercier street, Kansas City; and Mabel I., at home.

For twelve years after his marriage j\lr. Chouteau carried on general

agricultural pursuits on a farm near Holliday, Kansas, and then removed to

Vinita, Indian Territory, where he engaged in general merchandising for six-

teen years, conducting a successful business there. Becoming ill he was an

invalid during the last eleven years of his life but he continued in business

in Vinita until about 1900, when he sold out and came to Kansas City, where

the last five years of his life were spent in honorable retirement from labor.

His death occurred here February 3, 1905, and his remains were interred

in the Forest Hill cemetery. His political allegiance was given to the de-

mocracy, and he was reared in the faith of the Catholic church. Mrs. Chou-

teau, however, i.s a member of the Westport Baptist church. Since her hus-

band's death she has sold their home on McGee street, and in 1903 built

her present fine residence at No. 3942 Mercier street, where she and her two

daughters reside. The Chouteaus are a most prominent family of Kansas

City, and their labors have been an element in the early upbuilding and sub-

stantia] progress of this part of the country. AVilliam Chouteau was an en-

terprising business man and a worthy representative of an honored pioneer

family, and his memory is yet cherished Ijy many friends as well as the

immediate members of his own household.

MRS. EMMA J. EDWARDS.

Mrs. Emilia J. Edwards is well known in busiiie-- and art circles in

Kansas City, for she i- engaged in teaching china paiiiling and is also the

owner of the Edwards cutlery store. These facts and also the further fact

that she is a representative of owv of the oldest families here well entitle her

to mention in this volume. Her grandfather. .Tohii Self, came to Kansas

City from Kentucky l»y wagon in LSoO— oi- rather came to the ju'esent site

of the city, for there was nothing here but a littU' trading i)o-t. wliich al>o

served as a jioint from which the emigrants started over the trails to vari-

ous ])oinls of the west and southwest. Over the great ])rairies roamed

herds of deer, buffalo and antelope, and many tribes of Indians laid claim

to districts as their immediate hunting grounds. .John Self engaged in

trading with the Indians and, seeing the prospect for future development
in this part of the counti-y. he became one of the original owners of the

town site of Kansas City. 11 is landed j^ossessions included a fai'iii wheri-
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the city market now stands, and with the early development of municipal
interests here he wa.s closely associated. He had great faith in the city and

its future and rejoiced in what was accomplished in lines of development and

progress, remaining an interested witness of the city's growth up to the time

of his death, which occurred w^hen he was eighty-four years of age. In early

manhood he had wedded Miss Travis, of Kentucky.
Their son, David S. Self, father of Mrs. Edwards, was born in Kansas

City and pursued his education here. In the early days before the build-

ing of railroads, when all transportation was done by private conveyance,
he freighted across the plains on the old Santa Fe trail, spending several

years of his life in that way. He afterward went to the west, w^here for

seven years he raised cattle on the range, and thus made a good start in the

business world. Having prospered in that undertaking, he returned to

Jackson county and invested his capital in a farm which embraces that part

of the city now bordering Seventy-first street and Prospect avenue, includ-

ing Forest Hill cemetery. With characteristic energy he began to till the

.soil and improve the farm, upon which he continued to spend his remaining

days, while the old home is still in posession of the family, although much
of the land has since been disposed of and has been sold as town lots. He
remained a rei)resentative of agricultural interests here for a long period, and

his last years were spent in honorable retirement, his death occurring on

the 1st of April, 1896.

In March, 1862, in Kansas City, Mr. Self was married to Miss Louis>\

A. Brumfield, a native of Missouri, and they became the parents of six chil-

dren: Warren, now deceased; Emma J.
; Mary B., the wife of L. B. Dryden;

Cora B., the wife of John O. Riley ;
F. C.

;
and David S.

The father, David S. Self, Sr., was a democrat in his political views,

and though he never sought nor desired office for himself, he was a stanch

advocate of the principles of the party. Fraternally he was connected wath

the Masons, while his religious faith was indicated by his membership in

thp Presbyterian church, and he as-isted in building the Cumberland Pres-

byterian church of Kansas City and also the Westport church. In his death

the community mourned the loss of one of its oldest native sons, and one

who as the years passed by, bringing an increased population, always main-

tained his place as a foremost resident here, held in the highest respect by
the old-time citizens and also by tho=e with whom he became acquainted in

later years.

Mrs. Edwards, whose name introduces this review, was born upon her

father's farm within what is now the city limits of Kansas City, and pur-

sued her education here and in the schools of Independence. In 1884 she

gave her hand in marriage to George Shearer, a native of Kentucky, who
was a farmer of Jackson county, Missouri, identified with agricultural inter-

ests until his demise in April, 1898. There were four children born unto

them: David H., James E., Adeline J. and Georgia R. In 1903 Mrs.

Shearer was again married, becoming the wife of John A. Edwards, who is

engaged in buying and selling grain and in other business ventures in Kan-

sas City. Four years ago Mrs. Edwards established what is known as the



436 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

Edwards Cutlery Store, and is also bringing her artistic talents to bear in

a business way as a teacher of china painting. She has superior skill in this

direction and has produced some most creditable work, proving most at-

tractive from the artistic standpoint.

JOHN C. EGNER.

John C. Egner is the efficient chief of the fire department of Kansas

City, and has brought his department up to a degree of efficiency scarcely

equaled throughout the entire country. The laity does not realize what

ability, alertness and business capacity are demanded of the fire chief of a

great city. He must not only thoroughly understand the equipment of a

fire fighting company, but must maintain such drill and discipline that his

men are qualified at a moment's notice for the most serious emergencies
that can occur in fighting the fire fiend. Marked business ability, executive

force, keen discrimination and an ability to judge human nature—all these

are essential qualifications in maintaining and controlling a fire department
of the first order. Lacking in none of the requisite essentials of the efficient

chief, John C. Egner well deserves the important and responsible position

to which he has been called.

Born in Chicago, Illinois, November 29, 1860, he is a son of Charles

and Mary A. (Pfund) Egner. The father was a member of the Chicago
Volunteer Fire Company, No. 2, in the early days of that city, and is now
a life member of the Firemen's Benevolent Association of Chicago. For

many years he was connected w4th the packing business in the metropolis,

and in 1870 removed to Kansas City, where he embarked in the packing
business at the northwest corner of Twelfth and Walnut streets. At that

time a lumberyard occupied adjacent territory, but there was little other

business around him. He contiiuied in the packing industry here for a

number of years, but at length retired from active life, although he is still

living in Kansas Cit^^

John C. Egner attended the schools of Chicago to the age of twelve

years, Avhen he accompanied his parents on their removal to Kansas City

and continued his studies in the Humboldt school (now demolished), from

which he was gradiiated. He then entered business life with his father,

learning the business of l)utchering and sausagemaking. He attended the

Kansas City Turn Verein, of which he was an active member for about five

years, and the athletic training there received enabled him to take his next

step in life. Wishing to see something of the country, he joined the old

John Robinson circi.s as a gymnast and acrobat, traveling with that show

from 1879 until 1888. On the '21st of IMardi, 1884, ho was appointed by Chief

George C. Hale to a position in the fire department, being assigned to hook

and ladder company. No. 1. He remained in the department until Septem-

ber, 1891, when he was appointed foreman, and in November of the same

year was promoted to secretary and acting assistant chief. His promotion
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to his present responsible position as chief of the department carne on the

17th of December, 1906. He has labored earnestly and effectively not only
for the efficiency of the department in fighting fires, but also for the wel-

fare of the men. In 1891 a gymnasium was established at the old head-

quarters at Eighth and Walnut streets, and Mr. Egner was appointed in-

structor for the purpose of drilling both the old as well as the new firemen

to keep them in excellent physical condition. In June, 1893, Chief Hale

took a crew to London, England, with Mr. Egner as captain of the crew,

and attended the great International Fire Congress held at Royal Agricultural
Hall in London, where this crew won the laurels over all the foreign coun-

tries. In September, 1898, they participated in the national firemen's tour-

ning the laurels, and on the return trip gave exhibitions at the Crystal Pal-

nament held at the Trans-]\Iississippi exposition grounds in Omaha. Here

they won the contest, taking first prize. They afterward attended the ex>

position in Paris, France, with the same crew, in August, 1900, again win-

ace in London, England. It will be interesting in this connection to know

something of the record made on these different occasions, and therefore we

quote the following:

Time made by picked crew from the Kansas City, Missouri, fire depart-

ment, known as "American Fire Team" who attended the International Fire

Congress held at Royal Agricultural Hall, London, England, June 12th to

17th, 1893.

A skeleton engine house was erected, provided with brass sliding poles,

and so constructed as to afford the audience plain view of the bunk room
floor and all equipments necessary to represent a midnight turn out.

Men lying in bed, horses in stalls, standing fourteen feet from the col-

lars of suspended harness. From tap of gong until complete hitch was

made, the hind wheels clearing the door, with all men on apparatus. Time

given by judges, 8% seconds.

The best time made by any foreign company, under same conditions,

was 1 minute 171/2 seconds.

The American firemen also made Avhat Ave term floor hitches, men on

same floor with apparatus, horses in stalls, one man at each collar. From

tap of gong until hitch was made complete, time, 1 2-5 seconds. Hitch made

by two men.

Time made by picked crew from Kansas City fire department which

participated in the, National Fireman's Tournament held at Omaha, Ne-

braska, September 5th to 10th, 1898. (During Trans-Mississippi Exposi-

tion).

Time and conditions of quick turn out and contest, company consist-

ing of five men :

Men in bed with bunkers off, horses hitched in stalls, fourteen feet

from collars of suspended harness, one man allowed on apparatus floor.

Start from pistol shot: Men turn out of bed, put on bunkers, come down

sliding poles, hitch horses (hitch made by tw^o men), drive one hundred

yards to hydrant, make connections, lay one hundred and fifty feet of hose,

break couplings, put on pipe and drop same to ground (all couplings water-



438 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

tight), couplings tightened with spanners (Fayh couplings used by Kansas

City crew). Time from crack of pistol shot until pipe hit ground, 35i/^

seconds. Lincoln, Nebraska, time, 38 1^ seconds. (Screw couplings used.)

Pompier ladder contest, crew comprising five men, to use five pompier
ladders and make chain of ladders to top of six-story tower, all men to enter

the sixth-story window. Ladders placed in position on ground in front of

tower, one man at each ladder, start from crack of pistol shot, scale the tower,

time taken when last man enters the sixth-story window.

Kansas City, Missouri Time 1 minute 5 seconds

Denver, Colorado Time 1 minute 9% seconds

Omaha, Nebraska Time 1 minute ITVo seconds

Time made by picked crew from the Kansas City, Missouri, fire depart-

ment, who participated at the Great International Fire Congress, held at

the Paris Exposition, Paris, France, August 13 to 19, 1900.

TIME AND CONDITIONS OF CONTEST.

Cre.w consisting of fourteen men. Start from temporary engine house,

with steam fire engine and wagon, carrying hose, pompier ladders and men.

Engine allowed twenty pounds steam, horses hitched, run four hundred and

forty yards to skeleton of seven-story building (supposed to be on fire), take^

suction with engine from water tank, lay three hundred and fifty feet of

hose, make all connections, put on pipe and throw stream of water into

fourth story; at same, time life-saving crew to scale building with pom.pier

ladders, carrying life lines, make fast the lines and rescue one person with

line from seventh story and two persons from sixth story. This being done,

water to be shut off, all hose, ladders and life line, taken down and cleared

from building; time taken when crew saluted jury; started by electric gong

operated from jury stand.

Kansas City, Missouri Time 3 minutes 42 seconds

Milan Fire Brigade, Milan, Italy Time 10 minutes 12 seconds

Special exhibition was given on our return to London for the members

of the London Press, at Crystal Palace, London, England.
The exhibition included quick hitching, making a run with engine,

laying hose and throwing water (an English engine, used).

The horses stationed on each side of engine (twenty feet from col-

lars), harness lying on the ground, engine allowed twenty-five pounds
steam. At the Avord "Go," horses were turned loose, hitch to engme, all

men on board, run two hundred yards to water tank, take suction with en-

gine, lay out one hundred feet hose, made all connections, time taken when

water showed at nozzle. Time 35 se.conds. Timed by a committee from

London Press.

N. B.—All of the above records with the exception of the special exhibi-

tion at Crystal Palace, are recorded in the New York Clipper Annual.

Chief Egner has been in the service in Kansas City for twenty-three years,

has be.en the prime mover in promoting the athletic developments of the boys

and in keeping everything thoroughly modern in connection with the de-

partment. He is a member of the Firemen's Relief Association, also of Hum-
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boldt Lodge, No. 4, K. P., Heroine Lodge, No. 104, A .F. & A. M., and is

a life member of the Kansas City Social Turn Verein.

On the 27th of September, 1887, Mr. Egner married Miss Alice Clark,

of Kansas City, and they have a son and a daughter, Carl C. and Olga M.

Egner.

ALBERT M. SILLS.

Albert M. Sills is a member of the firm of Sills, Northup & Company,
operating extensively in real estate in Kansas City. His keen business dis-

cernment and sound judgment are elements in his success, for he is seldom,
if ever, at error in estimating the value of property and its possible rise or

diminution in price. He was born in Sillsville, Lenox county, Canada, Janu-

ary 28, 1855.

His father, D. Sills, was a prominent man of that place, and his grand-

father, the Rev. John Sills, was a leading minister of the Methodist Epis-

copal church, w^ho, a native of Kingston county, removed to Lejiox county
in early life, becoming one, of the pioneer residents of that locality. It was

in his honor that the town of Sillsville was named. He reared four sons,

including D. Sills, the father of our subject, and Daniel Sills, who became

prominent grain merchants, while the other two, William and John Sills,

followe.d in the professional footsteps of their father and became clergymen
of the Methodist Episcopal church. The American ancestors came originally

from Germany, where the name was Von Sells. They settled first in the

United States and afterward removed to Canada. The mother of Albert M.

Sills was Eleanor Alice (Thompson) Sills, a native of County Antrim, Ire-

land, and a member of a Quaker family who came to America during her

early girlhood.

Albert M. Sills is one of a family of five children, and in the, public
schools of his native town acquired his education to the age of sixteen years,

when he entered the book store of a brother-in-law as clerk, there remaining
until he was twenty years of age. He next became connected with his father

in the grain trade, and in February, 1878, when twenty-three years of age,

he crossed the border into the United States to enjoy the larger business op-

portunities with its livelier competition and advancement more quickly se-

cured. Making his way to Kansas City, he fille.d various positions in the

freight department of the Kansas Pacific Railroad Company until 1880, act-

ing as chief clerk at the time of his resignation. In the fall of 1880 he with-

drew from railroad service to enter the field of re,al-estate operation, joining
W. H. Craig under the firm style of W. H. Craig & Company. In 1886 they
admitted C. M. Northup to a partnership, and upon the death of Mr. Craig
in 1890 the firm was reorganized as the Sills, Northup & Company. Their

first important deal was the handling of the Dundee place, a tract of one

hundred acres, formerly the city fair grounds, which they platted and sold

in town lots for one million dollars. Among their more recent additions

are Dundee Park, Kingston Place, Graham's Addition, Meadow Hill, Fair-
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land Heighti^: and Faiiiand Addition, the latter being the personal property
of Mr. Sills. He ha.s confined his business interests and activity entirely to

real estate, in which he is heavily interested, and in connection with a gen-

eral real-estate busine.ss the firm does a loan, fire insurance and rental l)usi-

ness.

The home of Mr. Sills is located at Seventy-third street and Troost

avenue, in the midst of a valuable tract of land of twenty acres. He was

married oii the 10th of October, 1878, to Miss Fannie Muir, a daughter of

William ]\Iuir, a dry-goods me,rchant of Hamilton, Canada. They have five

children: John Muir, a resident civil engineer of the Frisco Railroad at

Springfield, Mi.ssouri
;
William C, a photographer of St. Louis; Albert C,

who is a student in a business college; and Katharine M. and Fannie E.,

both at home. The parents are me,mbers of the Independence Avenue

Methodist Episcopal church and are interested in all that tends to uplift

humanity and promote the moral progress of the world. Mr. Sills is public

spirited, and is a very liberal donor to many public and charitable move-

ments. No good work done in the name of charity or religion seeks his co-

operation in vain. In politics he is a republican, and he belongs to tho Mer-

chants & Manufacturers Association. He has carefully planned his ad-

vancement, and has accomplished it by reason of his faithfulness, his close

application and his stalwart, unfaltering energy.

NATHAN W. PUTNAM.

Nathan W. Putnam, numbered among the pioneer residents of Kansas

City, was born in Johnstown, Fulton county, New York, March 12. 1830.

The family traces their ancestry back to the same root as General Israel Put-

nam of Revolutionary war fame. The graudfather, Aaron Putnam, an

extensive farmer and slave owner, died in New York. His son, John A.

Putnam, father of Nathan W. Putnam, was also a native of Fulton county.

New York, where he followed the occupation of farming. Tic wedded Dian-

tha M. Wells and died when his son, Nathan W., was seventeen year- of ago.

The mother afterward married again.

Nathan W. Putnam was the only son and .second child in a family of

nine children. He pursued a pul)lic-school education in hi- youtli wliile

spending his boyhood days upon the home farm. The summer months

were largely devoted to work in the field and meadows, but the o])portuni-

ties of the west proved a strong attraction for him, and at the age of twenty

years he left his old home in the Empire state and came to ]Mi.-;souri. making
the journey by w^ay of the Erie canal to Buff'alo, thence around the lakes to

Ohio. His mother and sisters came with him and settled in southeastern Mis-

souri. Here Mr. Putnam in early manhood started out in life. |)0.sses.sed
of

energy and dctcrminaticm. and as the years have pa.ssed he lias achieved a.

creditable measure of success.
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He was married in 1859 to Miss Sarah A. Smith a, native of Missouri,

and they began their domestic life in Sioux City, Iowa. About forty years

ago they removed to Kansas City, where Mr. Putnam established a coal and

feed business, which he carried on for ten or twelve years. On the expira-

tion of that period he sold out and purchased a tract of land, upon which he

built houses for speculative purposes. His operations in real estate have

proven profitable and have brought to him a good financial return, enabling
him now to live retired. In 1887 he took up his abode on Troost avenue

and Fifty-fourth street, where he now makes his home, and his activity, en-

terprise, keen business discernment and judicious investment in former years

make it possible for him to enjoy the comforts and many of the luxuries of

life without further recourse to labor.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Putnam have been born five children, but Pearl,

the eldest, died in Colorado. Edward is a resident of that state. Mary E.

is now the wife of Harry Ashcroft. Gertrude is the wife of N. I.

Banta, of Kansas City; and Ralph W. is living in Jackson county,

Missouri. The parents are members of the Howard Memorial Methodist

Episcopal church, and their lives have been guided by the teachings
of that denomination and are in full accord therewith. Mr. Putnam
has been a lifelong democrat, and served as county recorder and as

county treasurer in Woodbury county, Iowa, where he lived for five years.

He also filled the position of postmaster there, and was always loyal to the

trust reposed in him, discharging his duties wuth promptness, fidelity and

capability. He has now reached the seventy-eighth milestone on life's jour-

ney, and by reason of well spent years receives the respect, unqualified con-

fidence and high esteem of all who know him.

WILLIAM J. SMITH.

The steady growth and development which have characterized Kansas

City find an exponent in the life and record of William J. Smith, who, be-

coming identified with its interests whe.n its population did not exceed five

thousand, has steadily expanded his business concerns proportionate to the

growth of the city, and is today known as- one of its most prominent and

representative men. He was born near New York city in 1836, a son of

James Smith, who died when the subject of this review was but six years
of age. He frequently sat in the church w^herejn Washington Irving was

also a worshiper, and he pursued his education in Irving Institute at Tarry-

town, which was immortalized through Ii*ving's legend of the Sleepy Hol-

low. At the age of sixteen ye.ars he left the Empire state, accompanying his

mother and stepfather on their removal westward to Peoria county, Illinois.

His mother bore the maiden name of Frances Wood and was also a native

of New York. After living for some time in Illinois, she and her daughter
came to Kansas City and her last days were here passed.
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William J. Smith arrived in Kansas City in the spring of 1866 and
established the, first store here for the sale of wagons, agricultural imple-
ments and seeds. He was located at the east side of Market Square for a

number of jQar.-i, conducting business under the firm name of Smith & Keat-

ing, at which time the population was only about five, thousand. In 1879

the firm built a large warehouse on the west bottoms and moved thereto,

enlarging their business to a considerable extent in order to meet the, grow-

ing demands of the trade. As the city expanded their business also grew
and justified the erection of a second warehouse. They also extended their

efforts to other localities, establishing branch stores at Wichita, and Fort

Scott, Kansas, and St. Joseph, Missouri. In fact, this became one of the

important commercial houses of the west, successfully conducted by the firm

of Smith & Keating until 1887, when they sold out to the, Kingman, Moore

Company.
In 1885 Mr. Smith turned his attention to city railway interests in the

building of the Kansas City Cable Railroad, becoming president of the com-

pany which constructed the line from the depot to Woodland avenue by

Avay of Eighth stree.t. The company also built the Troost avenue line and

the line on Summit street, and operated all three. Mr. Smith likewise be-

came president of the Grand avenue line and in 1894, after long and suc-

cessful conne.ction with street railway building and operation, disposed of

his interests. In 1900 he established the business now conducted under

the style of the Smith & Sons Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of

grading tools, such as plows, rock crushers, road rollers and scrapers for

railroad and township work. This business has proved profitable from the

beginning, and the trade has constantly and steadily grown until it has

reached large proportions. In addition to the business handled from the

main house in Kansas City, they have branch agencies in Atlanta, Georgia,

Los Angeles, California, Oakland, California, Portland, Oregon, Seattle and

Spokane, W^ashington, and Boise, Idaho. The factory in Kansas City is

six hundred by one hundred and twenty feet, located at the intersection of

Lydia and Guinotte streets, and is thoroughly equipped with the latest im-

proved machinery necessary for the successful conduct of the business. Em-

ployment is now furnished to eighty men, and Mr. Smith is, starting his .sons

in the business with him, giving them the benefit of his practical experience

and wise counsel in Idisiness matters. From time to time he has made extensive

investments in real estate, and for twenty years was the, owner of a home at

Ninth and Locust streets, after which he purchased his present residence

at No. 3000 Troost avenue. To this he has made substantial improvements,
and it is today pointed out to visitors as Kansas City's most palatial home.

In 1877 occurred the marriage of William J. Smith and Miss Elizaljeth

Bussell, a native of New York. They have nine children, eight of whom
are living: William, who is now in Imsiness with his father; Serena, the

wife of Ellison Neal; Frances, the wife of Emil Bachman; Elizabeth; Ed-

ward, of the Smith Manufacturing Company; Alice, who is a student in

Wellesley College; and Mabel and Marian, at liome. The children have,

been provided witli llic Ix'st educational advantages attainable and have
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traveled exte,nsively abroad, thus greatly adding to their knowledge as well

as pleasure.

Mr. Smith is a member of the Manufacturers Club, and without in-

vidious distinction may be termed one of the foremost residents of Kansas

City. In fact, his name has become synonymous with ente,rprise and busi-

ness progress here. His political allegiance is given the republican party
and his religious faith is indicated by his attendance at the Episcopal church.

His career forcibly illustrates what may be, accomplished by determination

and energy in a land where all avenues are open and exertion is untrammeled,

but, as a prominent financier has expressed it, "Success depends upon the

opportunity and the man—but first the man," and while America gives

excellent chances to every individual, it is by reason of inherent force of

character, indomitable and laudable ambition, unflagging energy and intui-

tive perception that William J. Smith has gained a place among those who
are leaders in the business circles of the west.

CHARLES E. WALDRON.

Charles E. Waldron, one of the well known grain merchants of Kansas

City, being the proprietor of the Waldron Grain Company, was born in St.

Louis, Missouri, May 6, 1876. His parents were, Charles E. and Anna

(Lowe) Waldron, who are mentioned on another page of this volume. He

acquired his education in the, public schools of St. Louis and Kansas City,

being but fourteen years of age at the time of his arrival here.

In 1894 Mr. Waldron Ijegan his business career in the humble capacity

of office boy in the establishment of Hall & Robinson, grain dealers, and

has ever since been connected with this line of activity. As he demonstrated

his capability and faithfulness in the discharge of the duties assigned him,
he won successive promotions until he became- confidential office man. In

1903 the firm of Hall & Robinson, which was located in the present Board

of Trade, building, was succeeded by the Hall Baker Grain Company, Mr.

Waldron remaining with the latter concern until May, 1907, when he se-

cured a seat on the Board of Trade, and on the 1st of June, 1907, started

out in business on his own account as senior partner in the firm of Waldron

& Evans, which was succeeded by the Waldron Grain Company, now one of

the active concerns on the Board of Trade. Mr. Waldron is a young man
of enterprise and progressive spirit and well merits the success which has

crowned his efforts, displaying sound judgment and excellent executive abil-

ity in the management of his business affairs. He has served as vice, presi-

dent of the Pacific Elevator Company since its inception in June, 1903, and

is recognized as a prominent factor in the grain circles of the city.

On the 21st of Octobe.r, 1903, Mr. Waldron was united in marriage to

Miss Amanda Caroline Bacon, of Kansas City, a daughter of Judge Langs-
ton Bacon, and unto them have been born two children, Amanda Caroline

and Martha Elizabeth. Our subject is independent in politics, voting for
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the men whom he believe^ best qualified for office without regard to party
ties. He is a member of the Travelers Protective Aijsociatiou, and his re-

ligious faith is indicated by his identification with Grace Episcopal church.

WILLIAM LAWSON BARTLETT.

The qualities of manhood which William Lawson Bartlett displayed

during an active life were such as commended him to the confidence and

trust of all with whom he was associated. His life record covered about

forty-one years, and though he was called hence in the midst of an active

and useful career he left to his family the priceless heritage of an un-

tarnished name and a memory that will ever be cherished.

He was born in Natchez, Mississippi, November 8, 1864, a son of a

noted divine, the Rev. Dr. William F. V. Bartlett of the First Presbyterian

church of Lexington, Kentucky. The father was born in Portland, Maine,
and was a graduate of Yale College. Removing to the south at the outbreak

of the Civil war, he joined the Confederate army as a chaplain and follow-

ing the close of hostilities engaged in teaching school in Natchez, Missis-

sippi. While there he formed the acquaintance of the lady who afterward

became his wife and who was at that time one of his pupils. Following
his marriage he entered the Presbyterian ministry and was called to the

pastorate of a church at Natchez. Later he removed to Lexington, where he

"was pastor of the First Presbyterian church for over thirty years and be-

came recognized as one of the strongest and ablest representatives of the

Presbyterian clergy. Yale College conferred upon him the degree of Doctor

of Divinity and he was widely recognized as a man of broad and scholarly

attainments, who in his labors was not denied the full harvest nor the after-

math. In his death, which occurred in Lexington in 1894, the church lost

one of its most gifted representatives, his city was one of its most honored res-

idents. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary Moore, was a repre-

sentative of a prominent old southern family and died in Lexington ])rior

to her husband's demise. They were the parents of William L., of this re-

view; Fred, deceased; Jane, who is living in Peoria, Illinois; Morris, of

Lawrenceburg, Kentucky; George, whose home is in Pittsburg, Pennsyl-

vania; and Paul, of Chicago.

William L. Bartlett pursued his education in Natchez and in Lexing-

ton, Kentucky, being a graduate of the State College of the latter city. He
was married there, on the 17th of September, 1889, to Miss Lottie Nichols,

of Lexington, a daughter of Nelson A. Nichols, now a real-estate dealer of

Kansas City.

Following his marriage Mr. Bartlett engaged in the coal and feed bus-

iness for seven years and then removed to Rolling Fork. Mississippi, where

he had the general management of the business of the D. L. Moore Lumber

Company, the largest enterprise of this character in the south. He con-

tinued with that house for oiubt rears or until the time of his death, which
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occurred March 13, 1905, his remains being interred in the Elmwood cem-

etery of Kansas City. He was a man of many excellent and exemplary
traits of character. He held membership with the Masons and the Knights
of Pythias and gave his political allegiance to the democracy. Moreover

he was a man of high principles, w^hose life was in conformity with Christian

teachings and with his professions as a member of the Presbyterian church.

All who knew him esteemed him for his many sterling traits of character and

his death was the occasion of the deepest regret to many friends as well as

his immediate family.

Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett were the parents of two sons. Nelson Vincent,
born in Lexington, April 13, 1891, was educated in the public schools of

Mississippi and in the Central Business College at Kansas City. He is now
in charge of the stationery department of the store of Evans & Smith, dealers

in drugs, sundries and stationery in Kansas City; William Lawson, born in

Lexington, Kentucky, October 13, 1901, is yet under the, parental roof.

Like her husband, Mrs. Bartlett is a Presbyterian in religious faith, her

membership being now with the Central Presbyterian church of Kansas

City, in which she takes a most active and helpful part. Following her hus-

band's demise she returned to Kansas City with her two sons and erected

*;' here a pleasant home at No. 2603 Garfield street.

CHARLES E. HEITE.

Charles E. Heite, vice president of the AV. L. Rock Flower Company,
was born in Shelbyville, Illinois, in 1869, a son of E. T. and Martha (Ray)
Heite, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Indiana. In

the year 1880 the father brought his family to Kansas City, locating at

Thirty-second and Charlotte streets, w^here he established a florist business,

there continuing until 1898, when he removed to the country, where he is

still engaged in business in the same line.

Charles E. Heite was a youth of eleven years when the family removed

from Illinois to this city, and in the public schools here he largely acquired
his education. In his youth he assisted his father in the greenhouse and

has always continued in this line of business. In 1892 he became a partner
of his father and so continued until 1900, when he joined Mr. Rock at their

present location in the organization of the W. L. Rock Flower Company, of

which Mr. Rock is president, Mr. Heite vice president, and A. M. Clarke

secretary. They conduct one of the largest business enterprises of the kind

in the w^est, having one hundred thousand feet under glass. Here they
raise the finest roses, carnations, chrysanthemums and other flowers and

also have fifteen acres outside in flowers. They employ twenty-five men in

all and sell to the retail trade in a downtown store, having a fine business

not only in cut flowers but also in potted plants. They do floral decorative

work for weddings and receptions and make all kinds of floral designs. From
the beginning their business has steadily increased, Mr. Heite's broad prac-
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tical experience contributing in substantial measure to the success of the

enterprise.

In 1902 Mr. Heite was married in Kansas City to Miss Annie Mevers, a

native of Chicago, and a daughter of J. F. ]\Ieyers. They have one child,

Charles E. Mr. Heite belongs to the Kansas City Casting Club, an associa-

tion which indicates his favorite recreation. He is a man of good business

ability, keen discernment and executive force and in controlling and en-

larging his business he has wrought along modern business lines, at all

times conforming his methods to a high standard of commercial ethics.

J. H. LIPSCOMB.

J. H. Lipscomb, a former member of the Kansas City City bar, who is

now devoting his time and energies to the real-estate business, in which con-

nection he has secured a good clientage, is one of Jackson county's native

sons.

His father, Joel Lipscomb, came to this county in 1837, before Kansas

City had an existence and when the entire countryside was an almost barren

district. The little village stood near the river but for miles around stretched

uncultivated acres still belonging to the government. He was born in Madi-

son county, Kentucky, October 21, 1813, and arrived in this county in 1839.

His life had much of good in it for the early settlers and proved an element

in the upbuilding of Westport and subsequently of Kansas City. Mr. Lips-

comb filed a claim to one hundred and sixty acres of land seven miles south

of Kansas City. On the 1st of September, 1840, he married Miss Henrietta

Simpson Harris, a daughter of John and Henrietta (Simpson) Harris, her

father being one of the early settlers of this district, while his quarter section

of land is now the site of Hyde Park. The wedding ceremony of the young

couple took place in a log house which was the home of John Harris and

was situated about one hundred and fifty yards north and a little east of the

present Westport high school building.

Following his marriage Joel Lipscomb rctunicd to Kentucky, where ha

reni;iiiic(l I'oi- a year l)ut his ciithusiasni for the west had l)een aroused and

he returned and shortly afterward entered one lunidrcd and sixty acres of

land about eight n)iles south of this city, whei'c he erected his home and reared

his family, there spending his entire life exc('])t during the period of tlie Civil

war, when lie wa- in th3 -outh. Mr. Li|i.-ci):iib died ui)on liis farm which

he chose as a ]»la('e (»f residence in his early manhood, his death occurring
December 27. 1893. Lnto liim and his wife were born in\ cliildren, three

of whom died in infaiu-v. 'I'he two eldest sons, William and Nathan, entered

the southern army when tlcv were respectively eigliteen and nineteen years

of age. William was killed in the battle of \^icksburg and Nathan survived

to the end of that nnfoi-funatc conflict and I'ctnrned to Jackson comity, Mis-

souri, where he built his home, as did h's fathci- hd'oiv him, and became one

of the most respected farmers in the county. Since the death of .Toel Lipscomb
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his heirs have sold the old homestead to P. D. Ridenour, of Kansas City, who

now owns it, but from pioneer times to the present the name of Lij)SComb

has figured in the records of Jackson county, synonymous with progressive

citizenship and with business enterprise and integrity.

J. H. Lipscomb acquired a public-school education and began preparation

for the legal profession as a law student in the office and under the direction

of Judge F. M. Black, with whom he continued his reading for over four

years. In 1878 he was admitted to the bar and a year later formed a part-

nership with J. S. Rust, which continued up to 1905, when the firm was dis-

solved, Mr. Lipscomb severing his connection with the bar and entering the

real-estate business. In this field he has operated quite extensively, has

negotiated many important realty transfers and has thus in direct measure

contributed to the welfare and business development of the city.

Mr. Lipscomb also figures prominently in Kansas City as a stalwart sup-

porter of the democracy, yet he is not an active party worker, neither has he

sought the rewards of office for his party fidelity. He has, however, served

for two terms as secretary of the board of election commissioners. During the

Spanish-American war he was appointed to fill a vacancy occasioned by the

former commissioner joining the army and on the expiration of that term

he was reappointed by Governor Stephens.

Mr. Lipscomb was married in 1879 to Miss Dora A. Crumbaugh, and they

have three children. Having spent his entire life in this county, Mr. Lips-

comb is widely known and that he has displayed many commendable char-

acteristics is indicated by the fact that among those who have known him from

boyhood are numbered his stanchest friends. He has a wide acquaintance, hav-

ing spent his entire life here, while his professional and business interests have

brought him into contact with many. He is an alert, enterprising man, pos-

sessing the progressive spirit that characterizes the times and while making for

himself a creditable position in the business world, he is also mindful of the

duties and obligations of citizenship.

JERE STEPHEN LILLIS.

Jere Stephen Lillis was the youngest bank president in the United

States when he became the chief executive officer of the Western Exchange
Bank of Kansas City. The ability and clear conception which he has dis-

played in financial circles makes him the peer and associate (of those who are

many years his senior and yet who entertain the highest respect for his sound

judgment, keen discrimination and capable management. He has passed

through consecutive stages of development and advancement, putting his

powei-s to the practical test and learning by experience to place a correct

valuation upon the opportunities and advantages offered. Born in Lexing-

ton, Missouri, December 3, 1865, he is one of the eleven children of Jame3

and Margaret (Jordan) Lillis.
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His father, a general railroad contractor, was a native of Ireland, who
in his boyhood came to America and was reared in the Green jNIountain

state. He removed westward to j\Iissouri jjrior to the Civil war and served

as a colonel in the state militia during the period of hostilities. Following
the close of the war he engaged in contracting with General Joe Shelby,
and in 1882 came to Kansas City and in connection with William J. Smith
built the first cable railroads of Kansas City, of Omaha and Denver. About
ten years have passed since his demise. Of the family of eleven children

all are still living and the Rt. Rev. Thomas F. Lillis, a brother of our sub-

ject, is now a bishop of the Leavenworth diocese and resides in Kansas Cit}',

Kansas.

Jere S. Lillis spent his boyhood days in Lexington, Missouri, to the

age of sixteen, when he came to Kansas City and completed his education

in private schools, pursuing a three years' college course in Atchison, Kan-

sas. He was graduated in 1884 and throughout the period of his business

career has been identified with banking interests. His early connection with

financial affairs was the private banking firm of H. S. Mills & Son at Sixth

and Delaware streets. He had been with the house for four years when it

was incorporated under the name of Bank of H. S. Mills and Mr. Lillis be-

came its cashier. His purchase of stock from time to time enabled him to

secure control of the bank in 1892 and he changed its name to the Western

Exchange Bank, of which he has since been the president. This has become

one of the strong and reliable financial enterprises of the city, the safe, con-

servative policy which was instituted b}""
Mr. Lillis having always been main-

tained in its management and control. In addition to his banking interests

Mr. Lillis has also had charge of the family estate and has engaged ex-

tensively in the purchase and sale of realty, confining his operations in this

line to the best business property of the city. His attention has been devoted

entirely to his banking and real-estate interests and he has become connected

with no business venture which he has not personally managed nor in which

he has not attained most gratifying success. His labors in the building and

in (hr iiii]ir()Vcmont of real estate have contributed in large measure to the

promotion of Kansas City along substantial lines. To him is due almost

entirely the credit for starting the tide of business toward INIcGee and Fast

Twelfth streets and thus broadening the business district in that direction.

Mr. Ijjli- lias never had any desire for public life and the honoi-s and

emoluments of office have had no attraction for him. He is connected with

all of the banking associations and with the Merchants & jManufacturers

Association, wliilc in more specifically social lines he is connected with tlie

Kansas City, the Country, tlie Elm Ridge and the Evanston Golf Clubs.

He is also a member of the Malta Bend Gun Club and finds his chief recre-

ation in golfing or with the automobile, and when opportunity oflcr- for

more extended rest he employs liis lime in travel, sojourning for a montli

or two each winter in California or in Florida. ]\Tusic. too, has great at-

traction for him and he makes opportnnity for the cultivation of those graces

of character which promote culture and give one the broader view of life
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that cannot be attained when interest^) are concentrated entirely along bus-

ines.-« liiie.s. His ijolitical support is given to the democracy and his religious

faith is that of the Roman Catholic church. A man of fine physique and
athletic build, he is pleasant and genial in manner but modest and unassum-

ing in deportment. The consensus of public opinion, however, accords him
notable prominence as a financier.

WILLIAM TOBENER.

William Tobener, for many years connected with the tobacco trade of

Kauisas City, is now living retired save for the supervision which he gives to

his property interests, for in former years he invested quite largely in city

real estate. He is one of the nine children born unto Henry and Sophia
Tobener. The father died in St. Louis in 1849, when his son William was

about eleven years of age. The latter's birth occurred in 1838, and m 1848

he accompanied his parents on their emigration to the new world, the voyage

being made in a sailing vessel which was six weeks in reaching the harbor

of New Orleans.

William Tobener remained in St. Louis until 1852, when at the early

age of fourteen years he crossed the plains with an ox-team to Eldorado

county, California, making the long and tedious journey over the hot, sandy
stretches and through the mountain passes until he gained the Pacific slope.

There he went through the usual experiences of the miner in California in

early days. For fourteen years he was engaged in mining and was quite

successful. Returning to the Mississippi valley he located in Kansas City in

1866 and entered the cigar and tobacco business in connection with his

brother Henry under the firm name of H. Tobener & Brother on Grand

avenue, where they successfully carried on trade until 1880. The partner-

ship was then dissolved and Mr. Tobener began business on his own account

at Fifteenth and Grand avenue, where he remained for six years. He then

bought one hundred and thirty-two feet on Fifteenth street and seventy-

five feet on Cherry street and in 1890 erected a large two-story brick build-

ing for store and living room.?. He also built other flats and is the owner

of ninety feet on Fifteenth street farther east. From time to time he has

invested in realty and from his property he now derives a good income.

His home is at No. 1430 Cherry street, where he is still living, and although
he has retired from the tobacco trade he is kept comfortably busy with the

supervision of his real-estate interests.

Mr. Tobener was married in Kansas City in 1867 to Miss Barbara Sell-

man, who was born in New York but in early girlhood came to this city with

her father, John Selman, the journey being made by boat. For some years

Mr. Selman was coroner of Jackson county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Tobener

were born seven children, of whom five survive, namely: Henry W., George,

Mrs. Fredrica McAulev, Mrs. Frances Kane and Mrs. Louise Wood-^. The



454 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

wife and mother died in 1901, leaving many friends as well as her immedi-

ate family to mourn the loss.

Mr. Tobener is one of the two surving charter members of Temple

Lodge, No. 299, A. F. & A. M., and has always been much interested in

the work of this society. He is, moreover, one of the well known democrats

of the city and has been a delegate to the conventions of the party for over

thirty-five years. He is not, however, a politician in the sense of office seek-

ing, although he served as weight and measure inspector under Mayor Milton

McGee. His life has been varied in its phases and experiences. Born across

the water, spending his early boyhood in St. Louis, and his youth and early

manhood upon the frontier of the far west, he has come to enjoy in the even-

ing of life a well earned rest without further recourse to labor, save for the

supervision of the property he has acquired and from which he derives a

good annual income.

M. FREEMAN SMITH.

M. Freeman Smith is secretary of Atmospheric Condensation Company
of Kansas City. Since entering upon his business career he has made good
use of his opportunities and has improved his advantages, so that his busi-

ness life has been marked by steady progress. He was born March 26, 1865,

in Dowagiac, Michigan, a son of Mason F. and Katharine (Mcintosh)
Smith. His literary education was completed in the high school of South

Haven, Michigan, from which he was graduated on the 1st of June, 1884.

Since that time he has learned many valuable lessons in the school of expe-

rience and his keen observation and retentive memory have greatly broadened

his knowledge. He entered commercial life as an employe in a wholesale

clothing house in Chicago and later eagerly embraced the opportunity of

engaging in business on his own account as a merchant of Rocky Ford,

Colorado.

In iMay, 1903, he came to Kansas City as representative of the Railway
Commercial Cabinet & File Company of Chicago, and subsequently became

a member of the Atmospheric Condensation Company, assuming manage-
ment of the sales department. This company is an advocate of the superiority

of steam condensation by means of saturating air as a cooling agent and has

control of the flask system patented by Arthur Penncll for utilizing prop-

erties of saturating air for the liquifying of steam for ice making purposes.

This system the company reconnnends as especially economical and there-

fore desirable. Among the important things claimed for it are also the

reduction of water consumption, the purifying of boiler feed and a great

saving in fuel. This business is being developed along modern lines and

is enjoying a substantial growth as it is accepted more and more largely on

the market. Mr. Smith is a stockholder in the Gerhaz Piano Company, of

Joliet, Illinois.
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On the 14tli of June, 1894, in Joliet, Mr. Smith was married to Miss

Gertrude Hyland and unto them have been born two sons and a daughter:
Ma:;on F., Minnie J., and Asahel K. In politics Mr. Smith is independent,

preferring to cast his ballot regardless of party ties. In religious faith he is

a Presbyterian, and he is a Mason, having taken the degree of the blue lodge
and chapter. His life has been actuated by high purposes, and in his busi-

ness career a laudable ambition, combined with persistency of purpose and

straightforward dealing, have secured him the success which he now enjoys
and which he richly merits.

DAVID S. ORRISON.

Among those to whom fate has vouchsafed a period of rest to crown

years of earnest, unremitting toil, is David S. Orrison, now living retired

at No. 220 Olive street, in Kansas City. He was born July 6, 1836, on

the boundary line between Stark and Columbiana counties in Ohio. His

father, Annanias Orrison, w^as a native of Virginia and represented one of

the old families of that state. The mother bore the maiden name of Hannah

Crumbecker, and they removed to Ohio in the '40s, spending their remain-

ing days in that state. The father devoted his time and energies to general

agricultural pursuits.

David S. Orrison was partly reared on the farm and acquired his edu-

cation in the common schools but put aside his text-books when quite young
and began providing for his own support as a clerk in his brother's store

at Monroe, Ohio. After spending a short time there he went to Salem, Ohio,
in answer to a note received from a traveling salesman whom he had met

in his brother's store and who had taken a liking- to the boy. The salesman

secured for Mr. Orrison a position in the store of a Mr. Shillings at ten

dollars per month, and he remained there for two years, during which time

his wages w^ere increased to fifteen dollars per month. Through the influence

of a brother in New Brighton, Pennsylvania, he then went to that place and

accepted a position in the store of Barker Brothers at a salary of fifteen dol-

lars per month. Later, however, he returned to Salem and resumed his

former position with Mr. Shillings. He was afterward employed as a clerk

in various places in Ohio and also spent some time in that way in Pittsburg.

When his former employer, George Barker, went with his son to Iowa City,

Iowa, and there built one of the best flour mills to be found in the state at

that time Mr. Orrison accompanied them and sold goods in the store of W. B.

Daniels & Company, it being one of the largest establishments west of the

Mis^iissippi. There he remained for about five years at a good salary. On
the expiration of that period he went to Chicago, w^here for one year he was

in the employ of Marshall Field, after which he returned to Iowa City and

became a partner in the firm of W. B. Daniels & Company, a connection

which continued for five years. On severing his connection with the house

he had a capital of twenty-one hundred dollars.
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Continuing in commercial pursuits, Mr. Orrison, with Jolm Doggett
as a partner, conducted a wholesale and retail dry-goods and notions store,

which they carried on successfully for ten years. On the expiration of that

period Mr. Orrison became a partner in the ^Vbernathy Furniture Company,
with which he was associated for twenty years. Since that time he has not

been active in business but is interested to some extent in real estate, build-

mg and selling jjroperty. His success in all of his undertakings has been

so marked that his methods are of interest to the commercial w'orld. He has

based his business j)rinciples and actions upon rules which govern industry,

economy and strict, unswerving integrity. His enterjorise and progressive

spirit have made him a typical merchant of the middle w^est and in this con-

nection he has contributed in no small measure to the commercial develop-

ment of Kansas City. By constant exertion, associated with good judgment,
he raised himself to a prominent position in trade circles, winning the friend-

ship of many and the respect of all who know him.

Mr. Orrison was married in Iowa City, Iowa, on the 14th of October,

1863, to Miss Emma M. Rugg, who was born in the village of Kenton, Massa-

chusetts, a daughter of Edmund K. and Helen (Williams) Rugg. Her

father removed to St. Louis, Missouri, at an early date and subsequently be-

came a banker in Iowa City, Iowa. For a long period he was thus associated

with financial interests, but at length retired and both he and his wife spent

their last days in Kansas City. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Orrison has been born

one son, Louis D., whose natal day was January 18, 1868, and who is still at

home. Mr. Orrison gives his stalwart support to the republican party but

political office and honoi*s have never had attraction for him. His life has

been one of exceptional activity and usefulness and has been characterized

by the most unswerving integrity and honor. He started out as a poor boy
and his financial situation at the present time is represented by a large fi.gure.

His success has been won through close application to business and judicious

investment and throughout his entire commercial career there has been no

action on his ])art that has called forth adverse criticism. He well merits

the rest which he is now enjoying and which wins him classification with

Kansas City's prominent retired merchants.

JESSE C. FITTS.

Jesse C. Fitts is vice president of the Maxwell-McClure-Fitts Dry Goods

Company, one of the leading wholesale enterprises of Kansas City. He be-

came identified therewitli in 1904, at which time tlie firm entered the com-

mercial field as wholesale dry-goods merchants and since that time they have

met with nota])le success.

Mr. Kitts is a native of Warren county, New Jei^sey, and a son of John

and Lydia (Carhart) Fitts, who were likewise born in that state but are now

deceased. The father devoted his energies to farming and, reared under the

parental roof, Jesse C. Fitts acquired a country-school education and at the



HISTORY OF KxiNSAS CITY 459

age of thirteen years entered business life as an employe in a country store.

At the age of hfteen he came alone to northern Missouri, where he entered

the retail dry-goods house of his brother, Joseph Fitts, a merchant at Oregon,
this state. Closely applying himself to a mastery of the business in principle

and detail, he worked his way upward and after six years became sole pro-

prietor of the business, which he conducted with success until 1903, when
he turned over the management to C. J. Bunker, who later became a partner,

the firm of Fitts-Bunker Mercantile Company being then organized. It is

still in existence, with Mr. Fitts owning the controlling interest.

On retiring from the management of the retail house he came to Kan-

sas City, where he hoped to find broader scope for his energy and industry
—

his dominant qualities. The opportunity came when in January, 1904, he

joined the Maxwell-McClure Wholesale Notion Company. The business was

reorganized in 1906 and incorporated as the Maxwell-McClure-Fitts Whole-

sale D'ry Goods Company, with Mr. Fitts as vice president and manager of

the dry-goods department. Since early youth he has been inclined toward a

mercantile life and has been very successful in this line. While in the dry-

goods business at Oregon, Missouri, he also owned and conducted a general

mercantile store at White Cloud, Kansas.

Since the time of his becoming associated with the present firm, and

their advent into the wholesale dry-goods line their growth has been remark-

able, for the three partners are strong, alert, enterprising business men, their

interests characterized b}^ an orderly progression that has resulted in the at-

tainment of a prominent place in commercial circles of Kansas City and the

middle west.

On the 28th of May, 1888, Mr. Fitts was married to Miss Cora Russell,

a daughter of Judge R. H. Russell, presiding justice of the county court

and one of the earliest settlers of Holt county, Kansas. They have three chil-

dren, ^Maurice, Dwight and Russell, aged respectively thirteen, eleven and

nine years. Mr. Fitts is associated with the Commercial Club and the Manu-

facturers et ^Merchants Association, in which connection he is contributing

to the, business development and consequent prosperity of his adopted city.

He votes with the democracy but the prominence of political life and posi-

tions has no attraction for him, as a naturally modest, retiring disposition

makes preferable the interests of his home life. He is known in business

circles as a merchant thoroughly reliable and his advancement in the world

of trade is indicative of the opportunities open to young men in this country.

WASHINGTON JARVIS CONNER.

Washington Jarvis Conner, a successful practitioner of osteopathy, was

born November 12, 1866, on a farm near Kirksvillc, Missouri, the famous

center of osteopathic instruction. His parents were David L. and Ann E.

(Kimbrough) Conner, the former a native of Howard county, Missouri, and

the latter of Boone county, this state.
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Dr. Conner was a pupil in the public tichoold until he had mastered the

elementary branches of learning and then ejitered the State Normal School,
in which he continued his studies to the age of twenty-one. For six years
thereafter his time was divided between the profession of teaching and the

Vv'ork of the farm. Becoming interested in the science of ost^eoi^athy, he

took up a course of study at the age of twenty-seven years and was gradu-
ated in 1893 at the American School of Osteopathy in Kirksville, Missouri.

For three years he was a member of the faculty of that college and operator
in the A. T. Still Infirmary. In 1899 he came to Kansas City, where he
has continued in practice to the present and has been very successful in win-

ning a large patronage. His thorough study and preparation made him
familiar with the component parts of the human body and his success in

practice indicates his knowledge of a science that is proving one of the strong
curative agencies of the world.

Dt. Conner was married in 1893, at Kirksville, Missouri, to ISIiss Ida

May Kennedy, of that city, a daughter of John and Sarah Kennedy. They
have two daughters and a son, Bessie, Gladys and W. Jarvis, aged respect-

ively twelve, ten and two years. Dr. Conner is a member of the Odd Fel-

lows society and in his political affiliation is a democrat. He is conscien-

tious and painstaking in his practice and straightforward in business relations

and is gradually forging forward to the goal of success.

ELMER ELLSWORTH HAIRGROVE.

Elmer Ellsworth Hairgrove, named in honor of the first federal soldier

killed in the Civil war, is a resident of Kansas City, where he ranks among
the prominent lawyers. He was born August 7, 1861, at Jacksonville, Illinois.

His paternal grandfather, William Hairgrove, was in the Hamilton massacre

at Trading Post, Kansas, where he and his son, Asa, afterward auditor of

Kansas, were wounded. Another son, W. J. Hairgrove, became the father

of our subject. He was a native of Mississippi, came to Illinois in 1850 and

located in Morgan county, where he followed farming. There he married

Minerva J. Whitlock, a native of that county and there they have since re-

sided, having reached the ages of seventy-five and seventy-three years re-

spectively. The father is retired from active business life and is now on-

joying the comforts which his former labor secured to liim. In August,

1861, he enlisted for service in the Civil war as a member of the One Hun-

dred and First Illinois Infantry and remained at the front throughout the

period of liostilities. Unto him and his wife were born four children, of

whom three are living: Newton, a grain merchant and coal operator, own-

ing one of the finest veins of coal in the United Stales at Auburn. Illinois;

William X.. a lawyer of Jacksonville, Illinois: and Elmer E.. of thi' re-

view.

The last named was educated in tlio Waverlv high school and in the

Whijiple Academy at Jacksonville, from which he was graduaterl in 1880.
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His cullegiate course was pursued in D'rake University of De^ Moines, Iowa,
from which he was graduated in 1884 with the Bachelor of Arts degree.
Tlie same year he was admitted to the bar there and then returned to Wav-

erly, Illinois, where immediately afterward he was elected city attorney and

began practice. He tilled that position until 1888, when he resigned, pre-

paratory to removing to Sutton, Nebraska. There again he served as city

attorney and was also chosen to represent his district in the state legislature.

He remained at Sutton until October 29, 1900, when he made a trip to the

west in search of a favorable location and after spending two days in Kansas

City he decided to remain here, regarding it as the most promising city of the

west. He at once oj)ened a law office and entered upon active practice, in

which he has since continued alone, conducting a general practice without

confining his attention to any special field. He has, however, been very suc-

cessful in all branches and in all the courts, having a comprehensive knowl-

edge of the principles of jurisprudence and has won some of the most noted

criminal cases in both Kansas City, Missouri, and Kansas City, Kansas. He
has won for himself very favorable criticism for the careful and systematic
methods which he has followed. He has remarkable powers of concentration

and application and his retentive mind has often excited the surprise of his

professional colleagues. His oratory, clothing the sound logic of truth, carries

conviction to the minds of judge and jury and merit has enabled him to

mount the ladder of fame.

On the 11th of December, 1884, Mr. Hairgrove was married to Mi?s

Lizzie Leota Gray, a daughter of .lohn W. Gray, postmaster and merchant at

Lowder, Illinois, and a native of Pennsylvania. They have seven children,

of Avlioin six are living, Anna having died November 15, 1894, at the age

of eight years. The others are : Tillie, sixteen years of age ;
Delia E., fourteen

years of age; Lizzie E., twelve; Charles E., nine; and Hilda and Hester,

twins, ]iow five years of age.

In politics Mr. Hairgrove is a republican and has always been active in

support of party principles but has never sought office since coming to Kansas

City. On the contrary he has declined to accept nominations, although fre-

quently requested to do so. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity,

to the Odd Fellows society, including the Rebekah degree, to the Modern

Woodmen Camp, the Yeomen, the Royal Arcanum, the Eagles and the In-

dians, and greatly enjoys the .sociability and fraternal spirit which these

organizations promote. He is likewise a faithful member of the Methodist

church. An ardent hunter and one of the best shots in the United States,

he was for many years champion of Nebraska and in his younger days re-

ceived many alluring offers from gun manufacturers, including a standing

offer of thirty-five hundred dollars per year to travel for them.

In the first years of his law practice when the struggle for existence was

hard and his practice paid but little these offers often looked very tempting,

but to give up the profession for which he had prepared looked too much like

acknowledging defeat and moreover he was intensely interested in and de-

voted to the law. His wife, too. was always in favor of his continuing in the

profession and the success he has won is evidence of the wisdom of his choice.
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He is a large-hearted liiaii, generous and sympathetic, and charitable almost

to a fault. He gives ready aid in response to any tale of sorrow or distress

which reaches him and many there are who have reason to bless him for

timely assistance in an hour of need. The noble and artistic sentiments of

his nature find expression in many gems of poetry which he writes in leisure

hours but only for the enjoyment of himself and his most intimate friends.

To see Mr. Hairgrove in the courts presenting his cause with terse, decisive

logic, one would hardly suspect that he possesses so strongly the artistic and

poetic temperament but these qualities help to render him one of the best

balanced of men and enable him to look at life from every standpoint and to

understand the motives of human conduct.

DANIEL AHERN.

A history of Kansas City in its municipal and government interests

would be incomplete without mention of Daniel Ahern, the efficient chief of

police, whose record in this connection has hardly been surpassed in the

entire United States. A native of Ireland, he was born on a farm in county

Limerick, November 24, 1855, his parents being William and Johanna

Shine Ahern, both of whom are now deceased. The son pursued his educa-

tion by study at home and also in the national schools and lessons of industry

and diligence were early impressed upon his mind, as well as those which

develop the intellectual forces. He worked on his father's farm through the

periods of vacation in his boyhood and youth, and in fact was thus identified

w^ith general agricultural pursuits until he came to the United States, sailing

from Queenstown and landing at New York in March, 1879, when in the

twenty-fourth year of his age.

The fact that he had friends living in Kansas City induced him to

make thL^ place his destination and he came on at once to the middle west.

Soon afterward he secured employment as a mechanic in the Fort Scott Rail-

road shops and on leaving that employ he was appointed to a position on the

police force in 1881 under Mayor Frank. He served as patrolman for eight

years in difi"erent parts of the city, when promotion came to him, making him

sergeant under Mayor Davenport. He was next promoted to lieutenant under

Mayor Holmes and was appointed inspector of police in July, 1907, while on

the 31st of that month he was chosen chief of police of Kansas City. He
is a man of excellent executive ability, administrative force and dis-

crimination and brings to bear the keen insight and sagacity so necessary

in meeting and solving the complex problems which continually arise in the

management of any intricate municipal interest.

Mr. Ahern was married in Kansas City, in 1884, to Miss Sarah Fla-

herty, of Kansas City, and unto them have been born four children: Mary
Frances, Daniel Edward, Margaret Justine and William Henry, all at home.

In i)()litics Mr. Ahern has been a lifelong democrat. He is a Catholic in

religious faith, holding membership with the Lady of Good Counsel church,
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and fraternally he is connected with the Knights of Columbus and the

Benevolent & Protective Order of Elks. Loyal in his citizenship, he is

devoted to the welfare of Kansas City and is most zealous and earnest in his

efforts to maintain law and order here.

JAMES EVERETT SEAVER.

James Everett Seaver, president of the Kansas City Board of Trade and

vice-president and general manager of the Midland Electric Company, is one

whose words carry weight in business circles, for in his own career he has

displayed an aptitude for successful management that indicates marked busi-

ness and executive ability. A native son of the Empire state, he was born in

Batavia, Genesee county, December 6, 1851.

His parents were James Everett and Nancy Keith Seaver, the former

a son of William and Nancy (McCleary) Seaver and the latter a daughter of

Nathan and Nancy (Keith) Follett. The first of the Seaver family in America

was Robert Seaver, a young Englishman, who came from his native coun-

try on the ship Mary and John and landed at Boston in 1633. He wedded

Elizabeth Ballard and reared a family of seven children. Settling at Rox-

bury, Massachusetts, his homestead stood at what is now the junction of Cen-

ter and Amary streets, and there rej)resentatives of the family remained for

several generations. Major William Seaver, of the fifth generation, and

Captain William Seaver, of the sixth generation, served in the Revolutionary
war. James E. Seaver, Sr., conducted a drug and book store at Batavia up to

the time of his death in 1852. His father-in-law, Nathan Follett, with his

family lived at Batavia until 1850, when he removed westward to Ypsilanti,

Michigan. His daughter, Mrs. Seaver, losing her husband in 1852, then took

her little son James, at that time but a year old, and joined her parents at

Ypsilanti, Michigan.
James E. Seaver, of this review, was a pupil in the public schools of

Ypsilanti between the ages of six and seventeen years. He aftenvard learned

the milling business with his grandfather Follett, who owned a large mill

in that city. In 1870 he went to California and spent two years in traveling

through the west. The year 1878 witnessed his arrival in Kansas City, where

he engaged in the grain business. Here his activity and enterprise have con-

stantly promoted his business .success and enlarged the scope of his activities

and his position in commercial circles is indicated by the honor that came to

him in his election to the presidency of the Kansas City Board of Trade. He
is likewise vice president and general manager of the ^lidland Elevator Com-

pany and is a director of the Commercial Club. As officer and stockholder

he is connected with many other business enterprises of importance and hi-^

wise counsel proves a strong factor in the prosperous management and control

of these. He readily comprehends the intricacies of a complex business prob-

lem and readily sees the way to a successful solution thereof. He forms his

plans readilv and is determined in their execution, while another potent
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element in his success has been his ready recognition and utilization of oppor-

tunities.

On the 22d of December, 1875, Mr. Seaver was married to Miss Bella

Ralston Carr, a daughter of David and Cynthia Ann Carr. They now have

one child, Everett Herbert, born September 2, 1886. The parents are com-

municants of the Episcopal church and Mr. Seaver gives his political support

to the democracy. In Masonry he has taken the degrees of the lodge and

chapter, also attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite and is a

member of the Mystic Shrine.

CHARLES LENGEL, M. D.

Dt. Charles Lengel was a prominent German physician and surgeon of

Kansas City, who began practice here in 1878. He was born in Magdeburg,

Germany, October 6, 1836, and his parents always remained residents of that

country. The father was a capitalist, who died during the early boyhood of

his son Charles.

Dr. Lengel acquired his preliminary education in Germany and when a

young man enlisted in the Prussian army, serving for several years. While

thus connected with the military interests of the country he took up the study
of surgery. Following the close of the war he came to America about 1868,

landing in New York city, whence he proceeded direct to Omaha, Nebraska,

where he took up the study of medicine and surgery, being graduated from

the college there, after which he began his practice in Omaha. He remained

a member of the medical fraternity at that place for but a brief period, how-

ever, and then went to West Point, where he practiced for a short time. He
next located at Burlington, Iowa, where he engaged in practice for several

years and while there was a member of the Burlington Meaical Institute. He
also assisted in organizing the Des Moines County Medical Society and be-

came one of its charter members. He continued in practice in Burlington
until his removal to Kansas City in 1878, when he opened an office and soon

became recognized n.s one of the leading representatives of the profession

here.

Dr. Lengel was married in the town of hi.^ nativity to Miss Leopoldina

Schindler, a native of Eisleben, Germany, in wliich country her parents spent

their entire lives, passing away during the early girlhood of their daughter.

The father was a tailor by trade. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Lengel were born eight

children, of whom four are now living: William F., engaged with the Kansas

City Star, married Alice Werz, and resides at No. 2410 Olive street. Gustav

is foreman with the Kansas City Bag Company but resides in Kansas City,

Kansas. Albert G. is connected with the St. T^ouis Globe Democrat of St.

Louis, Missouri. Harriet L. is the wife of Joseph Haydn Jones, a resident

of Kansas City and assistant manager of the Kansas City Bag Company. He
is a native of Fort Dodge, Iowa, a son of Professor W. V. and Lucy Jones. He
was a professor of music and also a landowner near Fort Dodge, Iowa, where
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he died in Augii^st, 1906. His widow now resides on the old home farm near

Fort Dodge. There were three children born unto Mr. and Mrs. Joseph

Haydn Jones, Dorothy, Burnam and Eleanor, who with their parents reside

at No. 4033 McGree street. The four members of the Lengel family now
deceased are as follows: Dr. Adolph J. Lengel, who was a practicing physi-
cian of D'allas, Texas, where he died in 1903

;
Charles

; Hedwig ;
and one who

died unnamed in infancy.

Leaving Burlington, Iowa, in 187S, Dr. Lengel removed to Kansas City,

opening an ofhce at the corner of Third and Delaware streets. He soon built

up a large practice, especially among the Gennan-American citizens, making
a specialty of surgery, to which he devoted his attention throughout the re-

mainder of his life. He died here August 22, 1895, death coming to him
while he was in his office at No. 1222 McGee street. In politics he was an

inflexible adherent of the democracy and took much interest in the growth
and success of the party. Socially he w^as a member of the Knights of Pythias

fraternity in Kansas City and he belonged to the Ancient Order of United

Workmen in Burlington, Iowa. His wife is a member of the German Luth-

eran church. Since the death of her husband Mrs. Lengel has resided with

Mr. and Mrs. Jones, who are well known in social circles here. Dr. Lengel
was recognized as a very prominent member of the profession and moreover

was a man of generous spirit, kind hearted and charitable. Many times he

evidenced the kindness of his heart by the professional assistance w4iich he

rendered to those in straightened pecuniary circumstances, for he ever re-

sponded readily to an appeal of sorrow or distress.

HENRY C. MURDOCK.

Henry C. Murdock, who since 1880 has resided continuously in Kansas

City and throughout this entire period has been engaged in the real-estate

business, was born in Zanesville, Ohio, in 1835, and there pursued his edu-

cation as a pupil in the public schools. His father was Thomas Murdock, a

native of ^^irginia, who, having arrived at years of maturity, Avedded Mar-

garet Forsythe, a native of Pennsylvania. They became the parents of ten

children. The father was a glass manufacturer and for many years conducted

business along that line in Zanesville, Ohio, having one of the leading pro-

ductive industries of the cit3^

Henry C. Murdock, reared under the parental roof, remained at home
until after the outbreak of the Civil war. He had watched with interest the

progress of events in the south and when hostilities were begun he resolved

that he would aid in the defense of the Union and in May, 1861, enlisted in

the First Missouri State Militia at St. Joseph. Missouri. He was commis-

sioned second lieutenant of Company D. Thirty-fifth Missouri Infantry in

1862 and in 1863 was commissioned first lieutenant and adjutant of the same

regiment. With that command he remained until 1865, when he was hon-

orablv discharged.
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^Ir. Murdock first visited Kansas City in 1879 and the following year

returned to locate permanently. He had previously lived for sometime in

Lathro}), Clinton county, Missouri, and it was his intention on removing to

the larger city to engage in merchandising here but he did not like the pros-

pect that offered and he began buying and selling land. In this undertaking
he met with success and has since been engaged in the real-estate business,

negotiating many important realty transfers as the years have gone by. He
is a man of good executive ability and excellent management and thus has

reached a gratifying measure of success.

Mr. Murdock is a member of the Loyal Legion at St. Louis and in com-

munity affairs in Kansas City is deeply interested, desiring the substantial

growth of the city and its progre.ss along those lines which are matters of

civic virtue and civic pride.

A. SHERIDAN ENNIg.

A. Sheridan Ennis, numbered among those whose life's labors are ended

but who have left behind a memory that is cherished by many friends, was

well known in Kansas City as a civil engineer. His birth occurred in Hun-

tingdon county,. Pennsylvania, in 1827. The Ennis family is an old one

of that county, the town of Ennisville being settled by representatives of the

name. His father, James Ennis, was a prominent and well known farmer who

engaged also in raising blooded horses. He went to Kentucky, where he

bought fine horses and in their sale realized a good profit. His wife was

Mrs. Carolie Ennis, nee Porter.

A. Sheridan Ennis acquired his early education in the schools of his

native county. He was the eldest child of his father's family and went to live

with a maternal uncle in order to have better educational privileges. In early

manhood he engaged in teaching school for a time and later studied civil

engineering, completing the course in that l)raii('li 1)y graduation. Innnc-

diately afterward lie t<i<>k u]) the profession as a soni'cc (if lixcliliood an<l en-

gaged in civil engineering in diffci'cnt parts of the west.

Mr. Ennis was married in Davis county, Missouri, to Miss Evelyn l^rovvn,

after which they resided for a time in Harrison county, this state, where

Mr. Ennis engaged in farming. He afterward removed to Logan, Phillips

county, Kansas, where he carried on general farming and stock-raising and

later he resided for a short time at Colton, Kansas, l)ut failing health caused

him to remove to Springfield, Missouri, where he died of typhoid fever in

1898. He was a man alway.- loyal to the best interests of his connnunily
his country, his friends and his family. At the time of tlic Civil war he en-

listed foi- thicc months' service in a Pennsylvania regiment and after the ex-

]iiration of that term rccnii-lcd. joining the rcuinicnl oi' Penn.-ylvauia

volunteers, with which he continued until the close of the war, particii)ating

in many important battles which led n|» to the final victory that crowned

the I'nioii army. The Enni< family has a s])lcn(li<l military record, for not
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only Sheridan Ennis but all of his brothers were soldiers of the war, one

serving on the Confederate side. His religious faith was that of the Presby-
terian church and his political views coincided with the principles of the

democracy.

Mrs. Ennis was born in Logan county, Virginia, in 1841, a daughter
of Major John B. Brown, who won his title by service in the war of 1812.

Her mother was Hannah (Hill) Brown. About 1843 Major Brown removed
with his family to Davis county, Missouri. He was a blacksmith by trade

and following that pursuit for some time thus provided for his family. He
also turned his attention to farming and his last days were spent in

Davis county. He was a Kentuckian by birth, while his wife was a native

of Virginia. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Ennis were seven in number:
John A., who travels for the Butler Manufacturing Company, of Kansas

City; Carrie, at home; Arthur S., who died at the age of twenty-three years;

Sadie, at home; Charles A. and Carl F.. twins; and Louise, who completes
the family,

Mr. Ennis was a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and w^hen

called to his final rest his remains were interred in the soldiers' cemetery
at Springfield. For him the warfare of life w^as over and he had answered

the la.-t roll-call. He had fought life's battle.s honorably and well and he

left to his family a splendid record of honorable service in the various rela-

tions of life in which he was found.

WINFRED S. PONTIUS.

AVinfred S. Pontius is well known in commercial and political circles.

He is recognized as one of the local leaders of the republican party and was

the first republican ever elected sheriff of Jackson county. In his business

life he has made steady advancement, starting out for himself in a humble

capacity and eventually becoming manager of one of the large mercantile

houses of Kansas City. His birth occurred in Fulton county, Indiana,

December 15, 1859, his parents being Levi and Catharine (Hoffman)
Pontius. The father was born in Ohio and was descended from Pennsyl-

vania Dutch ancestry, while the mother was born in one of the Rhine

provinces of Germany.
Winfred S. Pontius at the usual age was sent to the public school near

his father's home in Fulton county, Indiana, and .later enjoyed the advantage

of instruction for one year in the Normal School at Danville, Indiana. His

initial step in the business world w^as taken as a teacher. Between the ages

of nineteen and tw^enty-one he taught school in his native state and in 1881

he made his way westward to St. Louis, Missouri, and soon afterward ac-

cepted the position of yard clerk for the Wabash Railroad in East St. Louis.

Subsequently he spent two years as night ticket agent for the same road at

Forrest, Illinois, and in 1884 came to Kansas City, where for four years he

was employed by the Union Pacific Railway Company and for a similar
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period b}' the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company. His inde-

fatigable enterprise and his careful expenditure during the preceding years
then enabled him to purchase an interest in the Vanderslice-Lynds Mercan-

tile Company, of which he became manager in 1892. Under his control

the business developed, his executive force, dispatch of business and un-

wearied industry being manifest in the increased trade of the house. He is

now manager of the Central Ice Company.
Mr. Pontius' activity in political circles has also made him widely

known. A stalwart champion of republican principles, he was the candidate

on the f)arty ticket for the upper house of the city council in 1900, but with

the entire ticket met defeat. In the same year, however, he was honored

as the first republican ever elected sheriff of Jackson county and made a

creditable record, retiring from office as he entered it—^with the confidence

a.nd good will of all concerned. He is identified with several fraternal organ-

izations, including the Modern Brotherhood of America, the Modern Wood-
men of America, the Knights of Pythias and the Masons, while his religious

faith is indicated by his membership in the Baptist church. He has always

recognized individual responsibility and his efforts has been exerted along
those lines working for the betterment of the community and the world at

large.

On the 21st of September, 1887, was celebrated the marriage of Win-

fred S. Pontius and Addie M. Quest, a daughter of Charles F. Quest, who
came to Kansas City from Kentucky in 1854. Mr. Quest is also a stal-

wart republican. His wife belonged to a prominent Kentucky family of

Virginian origin
—the Flournoys—and the name is conspicuous in the his-

tory of Jackson county, having been associated with the development and

upbuilding of this part of the state since 1827. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Pontius

have been born three children: Charles W., Lawrence Lee, and Agnes Cath-

arine, who are with their parents in a fine home at the corner of Twenty-
third and Brooklyn avenue.

BISHOP p:dward Robert atwill.

Bishop Fdward Robert Atwill, bishop of the diocese of Kansas City for

the Pxutestant Episcopal church, has in the exercise of the high functions

of a holy office accomplished much for the uplift of his fellowmen and the

upbuilding of his church. He is a man of ripe scholarship and high attain-

ments and one to whom specific recognition should assuredly be made in this

connection. Descended in the paternal line from Irish ancestry, his grand-

father, Richard Atwill, came from Inniskillen, Ireland, to the United States

and engaged in farming near the Hudson river in New York. He married

Miss Gertrude Roos, a daughter of John Roos, and their son, Robert Edward

Atwill, was born at Hudson, New York, where he followed farming through-

out his entire life. He wedded Margaret Bonesteel, a lady of German extrac-

tion and a granddaughter of John Roos. who was a surgeon of the British
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army in the Revolutionary war. Following the close of hostilities he located

at Red Hook, New York, where he continued in the practice of medicine

until his death.

It was at Red Hook, New York, that Bishop Atwill was born, his natal

day being February 18, 1840. He was an only child, and after attending

the home schools became a student in Columbia College, from which he was

graduated in the class of 1862. Determining to take holy orders, he was

graduated from the General Theological Seminary in 1864 and in June of

that year was ordained to the priesthood of the Episcopal church by Bishop

Potter, of New York city. Entering upon the active work of the ministry,

he became assistant at St. Luke's, New^ York, where he remained for a time

and was then rector of St. Paul's in Williamsburg, New York. He was then

assistant to Bishop Hopkins in St. Paul's at Burlington, Vermont, and in

August, 1867, was elected rector of the parish there, continuing his labors at

that point for fourteen years. In 1881 he became rector at Trinity church

in Toledo, Ohio, where he remained for nine years, when he was elected

bishop of what was then known as the Western Missouri diocese, but which

in 1903 became the Kansas City diocese. This diocese, formed by the division

of the diocese of Missouri, contains the sixty western counties of the state.

The diocese of Missouri originally covered the entire state and Bishop Atwill

became the first bishop after the division in 1890. The Kansas City diocese

now has thirty-three clergymen, twenty-seven parishes, thirty organized mis-

sions and fifteen preaching stations. The total contributions for 1907 were

ninety thousand, five hundred and forty-three dollars and sixty-three cents

and the property valuation of the church is five hundred and eight thousand,

eight hundred and eighty-eight dollars. Under the guidance and control of

Bishop Atwill the church is making excellent progress, the work being care-

fully systematized, so that the best results are attained. He has under him
a zealous, earnest clergy and his untiring devotion and zeal to the church is

an inspiration to his fellow workers in this field.

Bishop Atwill was married in Geneva, Wisconsin, in September, 1864,

to Miss Mary Whiting, of that place, a daughter of William Whiting. Unto

them were born eight children : Edward Robert, controller of the Waters

Pierce Oil Company at St. Louis; William, who is a journalist of British

Columbia; John R., a graduate of Columbia College of New York of the class

of 1896 and ordained a deacon June 29, 1898, was a missionary in the Kansas

City diocese for a time and afterward rector at Grace church at Carthage,

Missouri, while he is now rector of St. John's at St. Cloud, Minnesota; Fen-

wick Cookson is a business man of Chicago; Douglas Henry, a graduate of

Yale University of the class of 1904, was ordained to the priesthood in May,
1907, and became rector of Calvary church at Sedalia. Missouri; Anna Maria

is the wife of Charles Nearing, of this city; Mary Elizabeth is the wife of

Captain Edgar A. Macklin, of the United States army, now stationed at Fort

Bayard, New Mexico; and Gertrude Roos is at home.

BLshop Atwill is a member of the Masonic fraternity and is a republican
in his political views. He is interested in all the great questions of the day,

keeping abreast of the best thinking men of the age and studying the signs of



474 HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY

the times which indicate the trend of thought and purpose as exemplified in

the Hves of his fellowmen. While he is high in authority in his church, he

is a man of the broadest sympathy and his keen interest in his fellowmen has

given him an understanding of his parishioners and those with whom he

comes in contact, enabling him to judge of their sincerity, their purposes

and their motives and to render assistance when by word or deed he can aid

a fellow traveler on life's journey.

STEPHEN S. BAYLES.

Stephen S. Bayles, whose inherent force of character, firm determina-

tion and honorable purposes made him one of the prosperous and repre-

sentative men of Kansas City, has now passed away, but the record of his

upright life is cherished by many friends who held him in high esteem.

He was born March 4, 1869, in St. Louis, Missouri, his parents being James

A. and Louisa (Allen) Bayles. The mother is now deceased, but the father,

who still survives, is an extensive apple-grower and the owner of large mining
interests. The family numbered five children: Ida; Allen D.; Claribel, the

wife of Wilson Cook, of Kansas City ; Stephen S., of this review
;
and Edward

E., also of this city.

Mr. Bayles whose name introduces this record was but a boy when his

parents removed from St. Louis to Lee's Summit, Missouri, and there he

attended the public schools. Later he pursued his studies in the Went-

worth Military Academy at Lexington, this state, and when two years had

been passed there he took up the supervision of his father's interests in the

hardware business in Kanas City. This enterprise was the foundation of the

Gille Hardware Company of Kansas City. When the partnership was dis-

solved Mr. Bayles and his brother retained control of the department which

had been in their charge, continuing the business under the style of the

Bayles Vehicle Top & Trimming Company, and Stephen S. Bayles so con-

tinned in business until his death, which occurred November 20, 1906. Their

enterprise became one of the important manufacturing interests of the city

with a lai-gc output and ready sale on the market. In the control and devel-

opment of the business Mr. Bayles displayed marked enterprise, quickly

noting every possibility for the growth of the trade and fornnilating plans

which led to gratifying success. He was a man of unfaltering energy and

his labors, intelligently directed, gained him a place with the leading man-

ufactures and merchants of Kansas City.

On the 16th of November, 1898, Mr. Bayles was united in marriage to

Miss Cora E. Chisholm, of Kansas City. Her father, Alexander E. Chis-

holm, w^as a native of Allegheny county, Pennsylvania, where he was reared

and acquired a public-school education. In the Keystone state he married

Miss Mary E. Williams and for a time resided in Tennessee, but subse-

quently removed to the west, living in Kansas until his arrival in Kansas



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 475

City in 1875. The later years of his life were largely spent in travel for

the benefit of his health.

In his political views Mr. Bayles was independent and never desired

publicity of any kind. Fraternally he was connected with the Masons. HLs

interests, however, centered in his home. He was a man of domestic taste

and held home ties as most sacred and friendship as inviolable. He found

his greatest happiness in administering to the welfare and interests of his

wife and theirs was largely an ideal companionship. He was a man of

brilliant mind, of kindly disposition and of charitable thought and his

deference for the opinions of others and his genial manner were the soil

from wliich .-prang the fruits of strong friendship and high regard.

GEORGE MORTON WALKER.

George Morton Walker was born in Butler county, Pennsylvania, Sep-
tember 16, 1830. His father, David Oliver Walker, on leaving the east, be-

came one of the early residents of Missouri, where he located in 1835, his

death occurring in Shelbyville, this state, in 1841. He was a lawyer and

attained prominence in his profession, serving as associate judge at the time

of his death. His wife, Mrs. Maria Morton Walker, was a native of the

Keystone state and by her marriage became the mother of four children.

George Morton Walker was in his sixth year at the time of the removal

of the family to Missouri, in November or December, 1835. He acquired
his preliminary education in the common schools and afterward continued

his studies in an academy in northeastern Ohio. In 1857 he removed to

Kansas and was living at Emporia during the troublous times which pre-

ceded the Civil war, when interest centered upon Kansas and Nebraska

relative to the extension of slavery into that part of the country. Following
the outbreak of the Civil war he espoused the Union cause, enlisting as a

private on the 20th of August, 1862, in the Eleventh Regiment of Kansas

Volunteers. Later he was promoted to the rank of second lieutenant and

from 1863 served as quartermaster. In that year he was stationed at Kansas

City and received his commission here. He was unwavering in his loyalty

to the Union cause and faithfully discharged the duties that devolved upon
him. Since the war he has maintained pleasant relations with his old army
comrades through his membership in the Grand Army of the Republic and

in the Loyal Legion.

Mr. Walker located in Lawrence, Kansas, in 1866, and there made his

home until 1896, when he went to Keokuk, Iowa, where for three years he

filled the position of city engineer. In 1866 he commenced the preliminary

sui*veys for what is now the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway and was con-

nected with that work as locating and constructing engineer until its com-

pletion to Denison, Texas, in 1873. In 1877 he came to Kansas City to

take charge of the construction of the present railroad passenger yards, com-

pleting this task in April, 1878. He was also engaged on construction and
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engineenng work with George H. Nettletou and was associated with the

Southern Kansas and Memphis Raih-oad Companies in location and con-

struction work. He has also been employed at various times by the Santa

Fe Railroad Company and in 1884 located the Central division of that road

in ]\lissouri. In 1900 he again came to Kansas City to accept a position
with the Kansas City Belt Railroad Company as assistant engineer and

draughtsman, which position he held until the 12th of November, 1907.

He then retired and thus terminated a long, useful and honorable business

career which was one of large and growing responsibility. He attained much
more than local distinction as a civil engineer and in fact was connected

in many important ways with railroad construction, so that he thus contri-

buted to the upbuilding and improvement of the west, for no other agency
is so prolific of good results for opening up a new country.

In the year in which he retired from business Mr. Walker also cele-

brated the fiftieth anniversary of his marriage. On the 10th of November,

1857, at Crawfordsville, Iowa, he wedded Miss Zippora Maxwell, who was

born in Harrison county, Ohio. They became the parents of seven children :

John Maxwell Walker, who became a civil engineer, died in Cordoba, Mex-

ico, in December, 1902. His widow, Mrs. Mary (Edwards) Walker, has

made her home in Kansas City since coming here with her parents in 1867.

Their two daughters are now teachers in the public schools of this city. Dr.

Oliver David Walker, the next of the family, is located in Salina, Kansas.

George INIorton Walker is chief engineer at the Avater works of Kansas City.

Mrs. Jennie Hamilton and Mrs. May Kenyon both live in Chicago. Wil-

liam Thomas Walker has charge of the new intake tunnel at Chicago and

is a civil engineer of prominence. James Herron Walker is a practicing

dentist at Salina, Kansas. There are also thirteen grandchildren.
The family home, at No. 2934 Park avenue, was erected by Mr. Walker,

who also built the adjoining house at No. 2932. He has now passed the

seventy-seventh milestone on life's journey and can look back over a career

that has been most useful and honorable. Throughout his entire business

life he was found not only expert in his chosen field of labor but made a rep-

utation for unassailable integrity that may well serve as an example in this

day, when business methods are too frequently inimical to the interests of

one's fellowmen. Many of his fellow citizens mark their appreciation of his

worth in cordial companionship and the warmest friendship and all who

know him speak of him in terms of high regard.

EDWARD P. :\IORIARTY.

Edward P. Moriarty, starting in business life in an obscure clerical posi-

tion, has come to the front in coiiiniercial circles in Kansas City as a dealer

in automobiles with a business which, already profitable, has every outlook

for a still more prosperous future. In an analyzation of his life work it

will l»e found that persistency of purpose and the mastery of every duty
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which the day has brought forth have constituted the basis of his commercial

growth and prosperity. His Hfe record began in Ohnsted county, Minnesota,
March 17, 1868.

His father, John D. Moriarty, a native of Ireland, came to America when
a boy with his two elder brothers, ^Michael and Daniel Moriarty. They lo-

cated in Michigan, where John D. Moriarty largely acquired his education.

At the time of the Civil war he joined the Union forces in the Missi.ssippi

Marine Brigade as commissary steward on the ram Lioness. Following the

cessation of hostilities he was married in St. Louis, where he had been engaged
in the hotel business prior to the outbreak of the war. In 1871 he removed

to Kansas City, where he engaged in the retail grocery business until 1888,

since which time he has lived retired here, enjoying a rest that was made

possible through his activity and energy in former years. He married Ellen

Mahony, who is also living and who came from Asdee, Ireland, in her girl-

hood days.

Edward P. ]\Ioriarty was educated in the Kansas City ward and high
schools and following his graduation, at the age of seventeen years, he en-

tered the emjDloy of the Nichol-Shepard Company, manufacturers of thresh-

ing inachines, at their branch house here in the capacity of clerk. He thus

served about a year when he took up the study of stenography in Spalding's

Connnercial College and on the completion of his course accepted a position

as stenographer to A. A. Whipple, cashier of the Citizens National Bank.

When Mr. Whipple left that institution and organized the Whipple Loan &
Trust Company, Mr. Moriarty continued in his employ and two years later

was made treasurer of the company, continuing his connection with the

business until 1895, when he resigned to engage in the retail bicycle business.

Later he added a line of sporting goods and in 1901 began dealing in auto-

mobiles. Early in 1904 he closed out his bicycle and sporting goods depart-

ments and has since handled automobiles exclusively. The firm of E. P.

Moriarty & Company was organized in 1895 and in 1904 his brother, J. F.

Moriarty, was admitted to a partnership. The business has grown steadily

from year to year and is at present the oldest and best known automobile

concern in the southwest. They have handled the Packard and the Stevens-

Duryea machines for several years and have a large sale for fine motor cars.

Mr. ]\loriarty is thoroughly familiar with the merits of the different machines

and as it is his aim to give satisfaction he has secured a liberal patronage

through his efforts to meet the wishes of his patrons. The business has long

since reached extensive proportions, having been managed in accordance with

progressive business ideas.

In his efforts to advance business interests and promote the substantial

upbuilding of Kansas City, ]Mr. Moriarty has cooperated with the work of

various organizations, being a member of the Commercial Club, of the Manu-

facturers & Merchants Association, of the Business ISIen's Leagiie and of the

Kansa.s City Automobile Dealers' Association, of which he is now secretary

and treasurer. Along more specifically social and recreative lines he is con-

nected with the ]\Iarquette Club, of which he was formerly secretary, was

president of the Kansas City Bicycle Club and a member of the Elm Ridge
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Club, while of the Catholic church he is a communicant, his membership
being with the church of the Lady of Good Counsel. His life record is an-

other illustration of the fact that faithfulness to duty mil do more to pro-
mote a man's interests than wealth, advantageous circumstances or influence

and it also proves that prosperity and an honored name may be won simul-

taneously.

JUDGE CHARLES E. BURNHAM.

There are few men who follow so closely their ideal or who exemplify so

fully the principles in which they believe as did Judge Charles E. Burnham.

An eminent representative of the Kansas City bar, he was termed "the best

city attorney Kansas City ever had," and he made an equally creditable

record as police judge. It was not alone in professional lines, however, that

he commanded the respect and honor of his fellowmen. In every relation

of life he manifested sterling traits of character that gained him respect,

confidence and love and the death of no citizen has been more widely or more

sincerely regretted than was that of Judge Burnham, the announcement of

his demise bringing a feeling of personal bereavement to all who knew him.

Missouri was proud to number him among her native sons. His birth

occurred in Randolph county, July 27, 1867, his parents being William E.

and Lucy A. (Flournoy) Burnham, natives of Howard county, Missouri, and

of Scott county, Kentucky, respectively. The father, who was of English

lineage, was a successful farmer and progressive business man, who enjoyed
the high respect of all with whom he came in contact. He died at his home
in Randolph county, Missouri, in 1896, and is still survived by his widow,

who now, at the age of sixty-six years, lives with her son, Ernest Burnham, in

Kansas City. She is descended from an old Huguenot family, although the

first representatives of the name in America came in 1665. After living for

some time in Maryland members of the family went to Virginia, later to

Kentucky and during the pioneer epoch in the history of Missouri became

residents of this state.

Judge Burnham was the second in a family of eleven children but only
four are now living: W. E., an attorney; Ernest, who is in the postal service

in Kansas City; Ralph, on a farm near Moberly, Missouri; and Mrs. George
A. Buchanan, of Salt Lake City. Amid the usual conditions and environ-

ments of farm life Judge Burnham was reared, working in the field from an

early age and receiving but a scant opportunity to attend school until he

reached the age of fourteen. He, however, displayed special aptitude in his

studies and at the time of his parents' removal to Moberly, Missouri, he was

qualified for entrance into the high school. It was no difficult task for him
to pass his schoolmates in this intellectual race and at the age of sixteen he

was graduated from the Moberly high school with second honors in his class,

his older sister standing first. His high-school course completed. Judge
Burnham afterward spent two years in the dry-goods and clothing house of

Ben Levy, of Moberly, a.nd gained a practical knowledge of methods in vogue



CHARLES E. BURNHAM.



pn-

ASTOH, L-

•ILDEN FOUNDATIONS



HISTORY OF KANSAS CITY 481

in commercial circles. Desirous, however, of further educational advantages,

he spent two years in the Missouri State University at Columbia and in the

fall of 1888 taught a four months' term in a country school.

It was on the 31st of December of that year that Judge Burnham arrived

in Kansas City^
—a young man of twenty-one years with a cash capital of

sixty-five dollars. He had no acquaintances in the city, no experience what-

ever in city life and yet he was confident that he was on the road to success,

for he had come to a realization of the fact that opportunity is open to all

and that determination and unwearied diligence v;ill win advancement. He
had previously read Blackstone and other text-books of law and, continuing
his studies here, he was in IMay, 1889, admitted to the bar upon examination

before Judge James Gibson. After a brief professional association with L. A.

Laughlin he soon began practice alone, with office in the New York Life

building. He wa.s one of the first occupants of that building and remained

there until his death. In March, 1892, he formed a partnership with George
N. Elliott under the firm style of Elliott & Burnham, an association that was

maintained until January 1, 1900.

He had a mind of singular precision and power in judicial matters and

an understanding of legal points that was almost instinctive, yet he was ever

a most thorough student, carrying his researches far and wide into the realms

of legal knowledge. A salient trait of his professional career was manifest

in his handling of a case which old experienced lawyers had abandoned be-

cause they pronounced the point in the case untenable. Judge Burnham de-

clared the point ought to be the law if it was not. He took up the case where

it had been demurred out of court, got a rehearing and reinstatement of the

case, prosecuted it through to a final determination in the supreme court

with a judgment of thirty-three hundred dollars for his client. He has always
been unfaltering in his allegiance to what he believes to be the law and the

rights of his clients and was connected with much important litigation tried

in the local courts.

In April, 1894, he was elected city attorney on the republican ticket

and received the largest majority of any man on the ticket. In 1896 he was

again nominated and elected by an increased majority and he justly merited

the encomium of "the best city attorney Kansas City ever had." Something
of his strength in argument and in the presentation of his cause is indicated

by the fact that' he appealed from Judge AVofford's decisions on city ordinances

seven times and reversed him in the appellate courts every time, and where

the defense appealed from Judge Wofford's decisions, with ^Ir. Burnham

representing the city, the appellate courts sustained the decisions in all except
two cases.

In April, 1898, Mr. Burnham was elected police judge and on the bench

displayed remarkable insight into human nature, with ability to correctly

apply the principles of law. He held that his office Avas a judicial and not

ii ministerial one and made it his aim to administer justice, thus shielding
the weak from arbitrary power and laying the heavy hand of the law on those

who would evade it. He was absolutely fearless, unbiased by public clamor

and undeterred by political or newspaper intimidation. He was a student
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of criminology and his understanding of sociological and philosophical prin-

ciples was of much assistance to him in the administration of the duties of

his office.

In 1900 Judge Burnham was candidate for mayor but was defeated, the

entire democratic ticket being elected. In 1901-02 he served as assistant

prosecuting attorney for the state under Herbert S. Hadley and on the ex-

piration of his term of office he resumed the practice of law, forming a part-

nership with R. R. Brewster under the firm style of Burnham & Brewster.

This relation was maintained until the fall of 1905, when Judge Burnham's

health failed. In the summer of that year he took a hunting trip to South

Dakota, returning in September, but on the 28th of October he was stricken

Avith an acute attack of pleurisy and after four weeks his physicians advised

a change of climate. On the 14th of November, 1905, accompanied by his

wife, he Avent to El Paso, Texas, and after five months there spent went to

Deming, New ^Mexico. A month later he proceeded to Albuquerque, where

he continued for four months, when feeling that his health was sufficiently

restored, he returned home in July, 1906.

On the 27th of November following, however, he again suffered from

pleurisy and, requiring a warmer climate, went to San Diego, California,

where he remained for ten weeks. It was the rainy season on the coast and

this proved detrimental to Judge Burnham, so that he was advised by phy-
sicians to go to Pottinger's Sanitarium near Los Angeles. There in the midst

of most beautiful scenery and all of the comforts that money could secure

and that medical aid could bring he remained for nine months, leaving his

bungalow only occasionally during that time. Mrs. Burnham joined him
there in October and he was advised by his physicians to return home, for

it Avas his desire to do so. They proceeded to Phoenix, Arizona, November 1,

1906, and Judge Burnham seemed to improve there but suddenly grew
worse and after being in a critical condition for several days he expressed a

desire to return home. He rallied greatly on reaching Kansas City and was

active in getting his home and affairs in order for those Avhom he kncAV he

would soon leave. The thought of death brought no fear or dread to him
and at sunset on the 16th of April, 1907, he passed aAvay, his remains being
interred in Forest Hill cemetery on Easter Sunday.

On the 19th of October, 1892, Judge Burnham had married Miss Julia

H. Sebree, a daughter of Senator J. W. Sebree, of Carrollton, Missouri, now
deceased. They have three children : Merial Alva, aged tAvelve years ;

Charles

Albert, aged six years; and Willis Sebree, in his fifth year. Judge Burnham
Avas dcA'oted to the welfare and happiness of his Avifc and children and counted

no personal sacrifice on his part too great if it Avould promote their interests.

He was a valued member of the Knights of Pythias and the Odd Fellows

lodges and of the former Avas past chancellor. In many Avays he contributed

to the usefulness and upbuilding of those organizations and Avas in full

sympathy Avith their spirit of beneficence and charity. His tastes were for

a quiet life free from publicity. He Avas, hoAA^ever, very charitable and re-

sponded readily to the need of the widows and orphans, his motto being to

sustain and help the Aveak.
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He was always a student and broad reader and his opinions on various

questions of vital interest were ever based upon cool and deliberate investiga-

tion and sound judgment. He never passed criticism' upon a friend and was

at all times charitable in thought. A man of action, he labored diligently

to carr}'- to success whatever he undertook, whether in professional or fraternal

lines, in the church or in the home. He was one of the charter members of

the Benton Boulevard Baptist church and at the time of his death was serv-

ing as one of its trustees. His home is situated at 2501 Benton boulevard

and was erected by him in 1904. In addition to this property he owned con-

siderable other real estate.

The place which he occupied in the city of his residence was no un-

important one. In fact he left the impress of his individuality upon many
lines of public thought and action and to his children he leaves an example
characterized at all times by a thorough understanding of the work which

engaged his attention, by a lofty purpose and a loyalty to the right that none

questioned. He utilized the talents with which nature endowed him, not for

selfish ends but for the benefit of those with whom he came in contact.

The memorial resolutions of the Odd Fellows society to which he be-

longed contain the following: "Though his voice is still and his hand pulse-

less and his fraternal soul gone back to the God who gave it, his influence

will live on and continue to exercise a powerful influence in shaping the

destinies of those with whom he associated. While the memory of those of

us who knew and loved him hold his life and his works in fond remembrance,
we may draw inspiration for the better performance of our duty to the

brotherhood which united him and us to each other from' the full treasure of

his sincere love and faithful service to good citizenship and humanity. And
now that he has fallen out of the busy ranks of life to take his place in the

halls of death, a truly good man has finished his work years too soon and

gone to his reward."

WENTWORTH E. GRIFFIN.

Wentworth E. Griffin, superintendent of the streets in Kansas City, in

which positon effective and able service has won him high commendation,
was born in Dayton, Ohio, December 24, 1872, his parents being Edwin F.

and Anna S. (Wentworth) Griffin, natives of Vermont and New Hampshire

respectively. About 1887 they became residents of Kansas City, where the

father is still living, but the mother passed away August 8, 1906. Mr.

Griffin is connected with the Western Sash & Door Company and for twenty

years has been associated with industrial developments here.

The removal of the family from Ohio to the west during his early boy-

hood enabled AVentAvorth E. Griffin to acquire his early education in the

public schools of Sedalia, Missouri, and to continue his studies in the public

schools of Kansas City, whither he came with his parents at the age of

fifteen vears. He afterward attended the Kansas City School of Law, from
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which he was graduated in the class of 1905, and in June of that year was

admitted to the bar. For about a. year he was in the legal department of the

city, acting as claim agent, and in April, 1903, he was appointed to his

present position as superintendent of streets by Mayor H. ]\I. Beardsley and

is now serving for the second year. This is a position the importance of

which can scarcely be overestimated, so closely does it affect the sanitary con-

ditions as well as the appearance of the city. He has supervision over all

public highways and has discharged his duties with entire satisfaction, for

under his control the streets are kept clean and in good order. He has re-

cently completed the new street headquarters
—a credit to any city. He has

extended the flushing system and installed the push cart service as used in

other cities and is as rapidly as possible securing every available accessory

which is used in keeping good streets in other cities. ]Mr. Griffin devotes his

entire time to this service and, is now working upon plans to install district

stations where the equipment will be kept for that district, so that each dis-

trict will practically have its own department, thus facilitating the work.

He is also attempting to install the ''block" system, which he believes to be

the only practical way of keeping clean streets. He is also an ex officio

member of the board of health, and his knowledge of street conditions

proves of much service in advancing the work of the health board.

On the 14th of August, 1901, Mr. Griffin was married to Miss Dora

Nagle, who is one of the graduates of the Kansas City high school, and both

are well known here. Mr. Griffin belongs to Gate City Lodge, No. 522, A.

F. & A. M., and has attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite. He

belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America, and in 1903 was a delegate to

its national convention, held in Indianapolis. Mr. Griffin is a man of genial

manner, of cordial disposition and sterling W(»rtli. qualities which have made

him popular. He regards a public office as a public trust, and in the dis-

charge of his official duties his cour-c has been sucli a- to W'in liini high
encoiiiiniiis.

:\riCIIAEL RYAN.

Michael Ryan has passed the eighty-second milestone on life's journey.

He was born in County Cork. Ireland, ii) 1S2(), and foi- many years has re-

sided in Kansas City. He wa- a young man of twenty-one years when he

bade adieu to friends and native country and saik>d for America, attracted

by the broader o])])ortunitie.s of the new world. He arrived in T)Oston in

1847 and thence went to Virginia, where he remained until after his mar-

riage. It was in tlie Old Dominion, in 1S52, that he wedded Miss Mary Mur-

phy, wlio was born in County Coi-k, Ireland, and is still living, so that they

now have traveled life's journey together foi' fifly-six years, l^nto them wa<

born eleven children, eight of whom are living: Helen, Alfred, Jeremiah,

Mary, Bridget, Martina, Katherine and Teressa.

The year 1857 witne<~ed the arrival of Mr. Ryan in Kansas City. He
made the journey l,y boat and it reciuired two weeks to complete the trijt.
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While on the way he met Father Donnell}^, and their friendship long con-

tinued. It was a. difficult thing for Mr. Ryan to obtain work here in an early

day, but he made the best use possible of his opportunities He first lived

in a little house which he rented for fifteen dollai*s per month, and ui order

to provide an income he joined Mr. Dehoney and Mr. Murphy in renting
from Mr. Lockridge a tract of land, on which they engaged in raising pota-

toes, devoting six acres to that crop. For three years Mr. Ryan was engaged
in raising vegetables for the market, after which he and two business asso-

ciates purchased one hundred and fifty feet of land at the corner of Fifteenth

and Locust streets, for which they paid three hundred dollars. Lumber at

that time sold at so high a figure that they went down on the west bottoms

and cut cottonwood trees, from which they built log cabins on their lots.

When the hou^\es were completed they lived there in comfort for some time.

At the time of the great "boom" in Kansas City, Mr. Ryan was engaged in

bricklaying, working in that way for six years, and upon his little place he

kept cows, hogs and chickens, so that he was able thus to provide his family
with meat and other food products. At a later date he sold his place and

purchased property on Charlotte street between Seventeenth and Eighteenth

street, building a. house there during the period of the Civil war. While the.

country was engaged in hostilities Mr. Ryan acted as one of the Home Guards

in Kansas City until mustered out when peace was restored.

All through the years Mr. Ryan ha.s embraced every opportunity for

the development of his business affairs, and after the war he made a con-

tract with Judge Boughton for one acre of ground near Twentieth street.

The purchase price was three hundred dollars, and he paid for this in labor.

Cultivating the tract, he also rented six acres from J\lr. Lockridge for three

years, at the end of which time he, sold his property on Charlotte street for

twenty-four hundred dollars. He afterward, in connection with Mr. Mur-

phy, purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land near Blue river on what

is now Breckenridge street, paying thirty-five dollars per acre for this tract,

which they afterward sold at a splendid increase, it bringing one hundred

and twenty-five dollars per acre. Mr. Ryan then bought two brick houses

on Eighteenth street for four thousand dollars, and also invested in his pres-

ent home property at No. 1321 Ea.st Eighth street, erecting here the house

which he now occupies. Later he was employed for fourteen years by the

government in the postoffice, but in the evening of life has lived retired, for

his unfaltering diligence in former years and his careful investment brought
him an excellent return.

Mr. Ryan has always given his political allegiance to the democracy,
while in religious faith he is a Catholic. More than a half century has come
and gone sincb he arrived in Kansas City, finding here a small town of little

commercial or industrial importance. He has been an interested witnes.-; of

its growth and progress and has lived to see a wonderful change, for the city

has become one of the mo<t important business centers of the west, enjoying
;i rai)i(l and substantial growth. Noting the fact that it was growing with

rapidity, he believed that property investments would prove a source of profit-

able income, and thus he wisely placed his money in real estate and found
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that he had made no mistake in judgment. He and his wife are among
the oldest couples of Kansas Cit}', and they have many friends here who have

long known them and recognize their sterling Avorth.

WILLIAM JULIUS BROWN.

William Julius Brown was the pioneer in inaugurating an industry

which has become an important one in the 'business circles of Kansas City.

He was the first hat manufacturer here and not only engaged in making hats

but also placed them upon the market for sale to the wholesale trade. Al-

ways eagerly embracing the opportunities which came for business progress,

at the same time he found opportunity for cooperation in lines of distinct

value to his fellow-men and to his city and was most public spirited and

progressive.

He was born at Mount Washington, Ohio, October 17, 1859. The

removal of the family to Cincinnati when he was but five years of age made

it possible for him to pursue his education through the medium of the excel-

lent public-school system of that city. His father was killed by accident

soon after the birth of the son and the mother, w^ho w^as of German parentage,

resided in Cincinnati until her death. After completing school William J.

Brown entered upon an apprenticeship in the employ of Philip Volkert, a

silk hat manufacturer, who took the most fatherly and friendly interest in

the boy, giving him every available opportunity to learn the business and to

work his way upward in manufacturing circles. Mr. Brown remained with

Mr. A^olkert until after his marriage in 1885, w^hen he came to Kansas City

and established the present hat business in August of that year. This was

the first hat manufactory of the city and has always been the foremost repre-

sentative of the industry here. As time passed the patronage grew" in volume

and extent until the trade covered a wide area, and since the father's death

the business has been continued by his son, William J. Brown, Jr., with

constantly increasing prosperity.

William Julius Brown, of this review, was one of the first members of

the Merchants and Manufacturers Association and gave liberally of his time,

labor and means to the support of that interest. Indeed he was one of its

most enthusiastic workers, believing that the organization could conserve the

interests of Kansas City in large measure in tlie promotion of its commercial

and industrial relations. Mr. Brown was very public spirited and active in

development of Kansas City in other lines as well. At the time of his demise

he was a director in the Jackson County Building and Loan Association, of

which he became a charter member and in which he was very active.

On the 29th of July, 1885, in Cincinnati, Ohio, occurred the marriage
of Mr. Brown and Miss Isabella Orr, a daughter of Andrew Orr, a carpenter
and builder of that city. She was a native of Cincinnati, but her parents
were of Scotch lineage and on leaving Glasgow became residents of Canada,

whence they removed to Cincinnati a year or two prior to the birth of their
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daughter, Mrs. Brown. She has always been active in club circles in the

city and when the Merchants and Manufacturers Association was formed she

joined the ladies' auxiliary of that organization and took a most helpful
interest in its work. She has been a member of the Kansas City Athenseum

for many years and has served as a director of both clubs. She is likewise a

member of the Young Women's Christian Association. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Brown were born two children: William J., now^ twenty years of age, who is

at the head of the hat business established by the father; and Irene Isabella,

eighteen years of age.

The death of Mr. Brown occurred March 20, 1906. He had built up an

excellent busine-ss and not only left to his family an attractive home at No.

3122 Park avenue but also property and invested interests w^hich return to

them a gratifying annual income. In politics he was a stanch republican
and took a lively interest in the party through patriotic motives, never having

any desire f^r political preferment. He was a thirty-second degree Mason and

a member of the Mystic Shrine. He several times held the office of archon

in the organization of Heptasophs and was a Modern Woodman. He mani-

fested the same contagious enthusiasm in his fraternal relations as in his

business, for he never became connected with any movement which did not

profit by his labors. He influenced most of his employes to join the Hepta-

sophs, of which order he was chief executive and in many ways he helped
those who served him, both in an advisory capacity and in other ways.
There was nothing of the overbearing taskmaster in him. On the

contrary he realized as few men have done the obligation which the employer
owes to those who serve him. He made them feel that he had a friendly

regard for them and an interest in their welfare and he was most fondly loved

and respected by all in his employ. Mr. Brown belonged to the Kansas City

Athletic Club, but cared little for social life, but had on the contrary the

utmost devotion for his friends and family, holding these ties at all times

inviolable.

J. H. BURTON.

J. H. Burton was born within the shadows of the Green Mountains, on

a farm, in the valley of the Battenkill, near Manchester, Bennington county,

Vermont, March 12, 1831. He was the son of Chauncey and Emily Maria

(Clark) Burton, both natives of A^ermont.

In 1833 his parents moved to western New York and settled on a farm

in the valley of the Genesee river, near the village of Portage, in Wyoming
county. There the fathe.r remained for six years, when he again sold the

home and removed to Illinois, making the change with his own conveyance,

except a steamer passage across Lake Erie, and reaching his objective point,

the Rock River A^alley, in the fall of 1839, at a hamlet in Winnebago county,

where lie purchased a half section of land and once more organized a home.

The years that followed were uneventful to the subject of this sketch until

the fall of 1846. Avhen his father's death changed his environment. In the
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spring of 1848 he returned to his native, village to attend Burr Seminary,
where he remained for two years, returning to Rockford in 1850, and in its

vicinity he engaged in teaching. In the spring of 1852, as bookkeeper, he

entered the employ of Messrs. Perce & Keith, railroad contractors, who Avere

building that portion of the Chicago & Galena Railroad leading from Bel-

videre to Rockford, Illinois, and remained in the employ of different railroad

contractors until 1854. Tiring of railroad work, he married Miss Alice Mc-

Comsey, a resident of Dixon, Illinois, and a native of that state, and pur-

chased a fourth interest in a mercantile firm at Dixon, Illinois, doing a large

business until 1857, when the panic of that year brought disaster to the entire

west, and with hundreds of others his firm turned their business and posses-

sions over to an assignee. After the failure of his merchandising he engaged
in the abstract business, writing up books at Dixon for Lee county.

j\lr. Burton was descended from an old line whig ancestry and cast his

maiden vote for General Scott, whose defeat disrupted the whig party, and

tlip all important '^slavery question" built the present republican party on

its ruins, to which he gave allegiance and carried a torch for its first nominee,
General John C. Fremont. He listened to the joint debate of Stephen A.

Douglas and Abraham Lincoln in their senatorial campaign and thing his

hat as high as any, in the wigwam at Chicago, when Lincoln became the

nominee of the republican party for the presidency. In September, 1861, in

answer to the president's call for three hundred thousand more, leaving a

wife and three children, he enlisted as state militia, subject to assignment to

the United States artillery service, and during the months of September
and October, in conjunction with Major John T. Cheney, he recruited a com-

pany large enough to man a four-gun battery, which organized as Cheney's

Battery, with John T. Cheney as captain and J. H. Burton as senior first

lieutenant.

In November the company was ordered into camp at Springfield, Illinois,

where it became Battery F of the First Illinois Light Artillery. In the fol-

lowing March his company was transferred to Benton Barracks at St. Louis,

Missouri, and drew its equipment during the first part of April, boarding a

steamer for Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee, and reaching there the next day
after the battle.. There Captain Cheney was granted leave of absence on ac-

count of sickness and the command devolved upon Lieutenant Burton. His

command was attached to the division commanded by General Lew Wallace

and witli him advanced on Corinth and thence acro.'is the state of Te.nnessee

for the capture of Memphis, in which he was anticipated by the gun boats.

At Memphis, Lieutenant Burton, luiving a civil engineer in his command,
was detailed to lay out and build extensive fortifications, which with the aid

of contrabands he did and it was named Fort Pickering. During the sum-

mer of 18()2 lie and his command participated in an attempt to capture Gen-

eral Forest and his cavalrv but without success, and in November the Ai-niy

of the Te.nnessee moved south overland for the capture of ^^icksburg but the

movement was defeated by the destructinn of General Sherman's base of sup-

plies al Holly Springs, Mississippi, and the army retnrned to Grand Junction,
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Tennessee, and we,nt into winter quarters. There, Captain Cheney having
returned to his command, Lieutenant Burton was detailed as acting ordnance

ofhcer for the division on the staff of General Denver.

In the spring of 1863 the division, under the command of General Wil-

liam Sooy Smith, was assigned to what was called an "expeditionary corps"
and Lieutenant Burton, still acting ordnance officer, moved with the division

down the Mississippi to the Yazoo river and up the Yazoo to Haines Bluff,

where the force disembarking became a protecting force for the right and

rear of General Grant's main army, then investing Vicksburg. On July 4,

1863, Vicksburg surrendered and immediately the force under General Sher-

man, of which the Fourth Division formed a part, started for the capture
or defeat of General Johnston, who had gathered a force for the relief of

Vicksburg. As Sherman advanced Johnston retired, until within his fortifi-

cations at Jackson, Mississippi. There was more or less fighting until about

the 17th, when Johnston evacuated the city and the Army of the Tennessee

returned and went into summer quarters at the Big Black river, in the rear

of Vicksburg.
About September 20th the army moved by rail to Vicksburg and by

boat up the Mississippi and, disembarking at Memphis, it rested in Fort Pick-

ering until about October 11th, whe.n it took up its line of march for Chatta-

nooga, Tennessee. Crossing the Cumberland mountaiiis near Decherd, Ten-

nessee, it pontooned across the Tennessee river at Bridgeport, Alabama, and

climbing Sand mountain debouched into Lookout Valley, reaching Trenton

about the 20th, where Lieutant Burton was relieved as division ordnance of-

ficer and detailed to the command of Battery I of the First Regiment of

Illinois Light Artillery. While commanding Battery I he participated in

the battle of Missionary Ridge, following which the army went into winter

quarters at Bridgeport and Lieutenant Burton was detailed home on recruit-

ing service. About the middle of April, 1864, Lieutenant Burton, having
been promoted to the captaincy of his battery, joined his command at

Stephenson, Alabama, with a large number of recruits, bringing his com-

mand to its maximum strength of one hundred and fifty-six men and en-

titling him to six guns, with which he was supplied. On May 1, 1864, Cap-
tain Burton's Battery, attached to the Fourth Division of the Fifteenth Army
Corps, moved with the Army of the Tennessee by the way of Chattanooga
and Crawfish Springs, through Snake Creek Gap, and fought the battle of

Resaca, flanking the Confederat&s out of Buzzard's Roost, where they were

strongly fortified. Johnston retired and Sherman pursued, through Kings-
ton and Cassville, until on the 26th his fortifications were encountered at

Dallas. Along this line the fighting was continuous until about the 20th

of June and Johnston was crowded back to Kenesaw Mountain, where he

again made a stand and Battery F was again under fire.

On July 3 Johnston fell back to the Chattahoochee river, closely pur-

sued. On July 13th the Ffteenth Corps moved up the river about sixteen

miles to Roswell, where a bridge had escaped destruction and, crossing, by
the 18th was astride the Augusta Railroad, reaching Decatur, about seven

miles east of Atlanta, that afternoon. On the 20th Battery F, with a force
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of infantry to support it. was sent to the left to an open field, with orders

to open fire and develop the position of the enemy, which it succeeded in

doing with the loss of several man and horses. During the 2Ist it was en-

gaged almost continuously, and participated in the heavy battle of the 'I'ld,

on the left in front of Atlanta, losing men and horses, and its whole line of

caissons, captured. On the 28th it participated in a battle on the right in

front of Atlanta, and about this time Captain Burton became chief of artillery

for the Fourth Division. Withdrawing from the investment of Atlanta, the

army struck the Macon Railroad, destroying it to Jonesboro, where Flardee's

Confederate Corps was defeated, in which battle Captain Burton's Battery

participated. The destruction of the Macon Railroad rendered it impossible
to supply Atlanta and Hood evacuated the city, and on September 6th Cap-
tain Burton's Battery went into camp at East Point, a station near Atlanta.

There Captain Burton was relieved of his connnand as chief of artillery

and resumed command of his own battery. Battery F had suffered so many
losses in animals as to unfit it for entering another campaign without re-

fitting and as General Sherman was preparing for his march to the sea, all

di.sablcd batteries were ordered to Nashville to refit, where it arrived on No-

vember 12th and was assigned a position on the fortifications. At that place

Captain Burton was detailed to the command of eight hundred me.n, to pro-

ceed up the Cumberland river and provide material for housing the animals

at the Post for the winter, which he partially accomplished and barely suc-

ceeded in regaining the Federal lines before the Confederates under General

Hood invested the city. Captain Burton w^as on the field at the Ijattle of

Nashville but his battery was not actively engaged. The following March,

its term of service having expired, he brought his company back to Si^ring-

fie.ld, Illinois, and was mustered out on March 15, 1865.

He returned to Dixon and resumed the abstract business, which he left

in 1861, and prosecuted it until 1867, when he sold it and removed to Chi-

cago, Illinois, where he took a position in the abstract office of Messrs. Jones

& Sellers. He continued in the abstract business in Chicago until the fall of

1889, when his eyes rebelled at hard usage and, thinking it best to change
his employment, he sold his ])roperty in Dixon and, loading his wagon with

the unsold portion of his household goods and a tent, he started for southern

Kansas, reaching a point in Neosho county about three miles ea.st of Thayer,

where he entered one hundred and sixty acres of land, built a house, ]:»lanted

an orchard and in the following spring put in a crop of wheat. The jn-omise

of a wheat crop was fine until it was about ready to harvest, when the ''chinch

bug" harvested it and flew away with the crop.

There was a demand for freighters to the Osage Agency in the Indian

Tcrritni'v and. as rea<ly money bad become a necessity, Mr. l^urton engaged

ill that pursuit but after a few trips placed drivers on his two wagon- and

to:»k a i)osition himself as l)ookkeeper wifli the firm of Hyatt & Company,
traders at the Agency. In the fall of 1871 he took a trading outfit with the

Indians on their ;uinnal hunt to the little -alt plains and. returning witli

iheiii in the -pring. he severed his connection with the agency and relnnied

to his family, tlien living in Independence. Kansas, on property for which
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lie had exchanged his farm. On account of sickne^is in the family, by the

advice of a |)hysician, he sent the family to the old home in Dixon and after

dii^ijosing of his surplus horses and other personalities he mounted a valuable

mare, on which he entered Kansas Citv about the middle of October, 1872.

He found immediate employment in the abstract othce of E. H. Webster

& Company and in ^lay following his family joined him. In the meantime
Mr. Durbin Rice had become sole owner of the abstract business and about

1875, becoming involved in some real-estate disasters, his abstract books were

sold by the sheriff and Mr. Burton became the purchaser. He continued

in the abstract business in Kansas City until 1886, when he sold his business

and became a member of the Industrial Iron Works, a machine shop and

foundry business that he had inaugurated for his son the preceding year.

He conducted the office end of this enterprise, working one hundred and

twenty-five men and building a manufacturing plant of five large buildings

just west of Armourdale, Kansas, at Eighteenth street and the Muncy road,

until 1859, when the contraction following the "boom" compelled the use of

more capital than the firm could command and it was placed in the hands

of a receiver. Since 1889 Mr. Burton has been in the employ of others,

when he withdrew from active business.

WILLIa:\i t. sxead.

William T. Snead in a well spent life displayed that adjustment to cir-

cumstances and conditions which Ls so necessary as a factor in business suc-

cess. He was a native of Lynchburg, Virginia, born Februarj" 5, 1849.

His parents were Ilolman and Susan C. (Austin) Snead, the latter of a very

prominent pioneer family of Carrollton, Missouri. Holman Snead was a

native of Virginia, and for many years was landlord of a hotel in Lynch-

burg, remaining there until 1887, when he removed to Carrollton, Missouri,

but was not long permitted to enjoy his new home, his death occurring there

the same year. His widow afterward made her home with her son AVilliam,

and passed away in Paris, Texas.

William T. Snead acquired a public-school education in his native town,

and during the period of the Civil war, or about 1863, while living in Vir-

ginia, he enlisted for military service when Ijut fifteen years of age and joined

General Hood's Brigade. He served for nearly two years or during the

latter part of the war and sustaining a slight wound Avas discharged on ac-

count of his injuries. After the removal of the family to Carrollton, Mis-

souri, in 1867, he entered, upon his business career, securing a clerkship in

a store. He was employed in that way and in other work until 1876. In

that year he wedded Miss Sarah E. Price, a native of Carrollton, ^Missouri,

and a daughter of William C. and Sarah (Austin) Price, her mother having
been the sister of Mrs. Susan C. Snead; Her father Avas a native of Virginia

and had extensive landed interests and many slaves there. In his old age

he came to Kansas City, making his home with his daughter, Mrs. Snead,
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until his death in May, 1905. His wife died during the early childhood

of their daughter. ^Ir. and Mrs. Snead have but one child, Mrs. Ernestine

Gordon, who now makes her home with her mother and has one son, George
L. Gordon.

Following his marriage Mr. Snead removed from Carrollton to Dallas,

Texas, where he met a Mr. Campbell, an old friend, from Virginia. There
in Dallas they engaged in the express business together for several years,

after which Mr. Snead removed to Paris, Texas, where he established a grocery

store, which he conducted for ten years. He was in ill health for some time

while in Paris and because of this he sold out his business in 1894 and went to

Denver, hoping to be benefited thereby. He died there six weeks later, passing

away on the 13th of March, 1894.

In politics Mr. Snead was a democrat, interested in the growth of the

party and its success and assisted to some extent in the party work but was

never a politician in the sense of office seeking. He belonged to the Masonic

Lodge at Carrollton, Missouri, and to the Knights of Honor at Paris, Texas.

To his family he was devoted, counting no personal sacrifice or efi^ort on his

part too great if it would promote the welfare and happiness of his wife and

children. His death therefore w^as the occasion of the deepest sorrow and

many friends beside his wife and daughter mourn his loss.

Following her husband's death, Mrs. Snead returned to her old home
in Carrollton, Missouri, Avhere she resided for a brief period and then came to

Kansas City in 1896. Here she purchased a residence on Troost avenue,

just north of where she is now living and a few years later she further in-

vested in property here, including her present home at No. 2224 Troost

avenue, where she and her daughter now reside. She has gained many
friends here, her good qualities of heart and mind winning her the regard

of those with whom she comes in contact. She is a member of the Second

Church of Christian Scientists in Kansas Citv.

WILLIAM EZRA CAMPBELL.

William Ezra Campbell, assistant general manager of the Mitchell Dry
Goods Company, is numbered among those w^ho through the inherent force

of his character and his utilization of opportunities has gained recognition

as one of the representative and successful young business men of Kansas

City. His life record began at Forest City, Minnesota, November 26, 1868.

His father, Edward A. Campbell, a lawyer, born in Philadelphia re-

moved from Pennsylvania to Minnesota in the early '40s in company with

his parents. His father was a native of Limavady, in the north of Ire-

land. The family became pioneers of Minnesota and he was closely

associated with its early progress and upbuilding. At the time of the Civil

war he joined tlic Union army and participated in the Indian warfare

brought about by the uprising of the red men in that part of the state. He
and his father-in-laAv, Jesse A\ Brnnham. were foremast in forming a com-
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pany and suppressing the hostility of the savages. After the Civil war
Edward A. Campbell entered into merchandising at Forest City and later

removed to Litchfield, Minnesota, where he studied law. Eventually he

entered upon active practice and while there served as prosecuting attorney.

In 1883 he removed to Minneapolis, where he engaged in practice until his

death about twelve years ago, becoming recognized as one of the leaders in

his profession in that city. He married Miss Sarah Branham, whose father

was among the first to establish his home upon the frontier of Minnesota.

The Branhams were of an old Virginian family whose ancestors were May-
flower passengers.

William Ezra Campbell is the eldest of a family of whom seven survive.

He has one brother, Frank A., who is at the head of the Wholesalers Adjust-
ment Company, of Kansas City.

William E. Campbell spent his boyhood at Litchfield, Minnesota, to the

age of fifteen years and acquired his education in the public schools there.

He afterward accompanied the family on their removal to Minneapolis and

entered the law office of his father, where he did clerical work while attend-

ing the night law school of the Minnesota University. He did not finish the

course, however, but a month before the time of graduation left school to

accept the position of deputy United States marshal under his uncle, Hon.

William M. Campbell, who was United States marshal for the district of

Minnesota and Dakota. He filled that position for about two years and then

reentered his father's office, continuing there until the father's death in 1894.

William E. Campbell then went to St. Louis, Missouri, where he entered the

employ of B. Nugent & Brother, owners of one of the large department stores

of that city. He filled various positions with that house, the last two years

being manager of the advertising department. He was with the firm for eight

years, but left the company about four years ago and accepted a similar posi-

tion Avith the jewelry firm of Mermod, Jaccard & King, vnth which he con-

tinued for two years when he became acquainted with C. E. Mitchell, president

and general manager of the Mitchell Dry Goods Company, of Kansas City.

He then entered Mr. Mitchell's employ as manager of the advertising and

mail order departments and about a year ago was promoted to assistant gen-

eral manager, which is his present business connection and one which gives

him a good outlook. He has also continued in charge of the advertising and

mail order departments. He has devoted his attention exclusively to the

business with excellent results in building up a large trade with excellent

prospects for future growth and development.
Mr. Campbell has been very active in the Kansas City Advertising Club.

He was also one of the charter members of the St. Louis Advertising Men's

League and was chairman of the committee which wrote its charter, consti-

tution and by-laws and became its vice president. When the Kansas City

Advertising Club was organized a little more than two years ago he was one of

several who came from St. Louis to attend their initial dinner at the Coates

House. A few months later, when he located here, he joined the club and at

the following election was chosen first vice president and served for one year
and a vear as a member of the executive committee, at the last election of
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officer^ he was a^aiii elected tir.-^t vice president, he lia- always taken a

lively interest in its work and the promotion of it> object. He be-

lieves Kansas City is destined to be one of the greatest cities of the United

States and the most important metropolitan center of the west and is

working to this end. putting forth every effort in his power to promote its

interests and substantial growth. The Advertising Club secured the conven-

tion of the national organization of advertising clubs, wdiich met in Kansas

City in August. 1908. He believes that through this convention the city

will become known and reap great benefits. Mr. Campbell served on the

finance committee, raising funds to entertain the national association, which

is composed of about one thou.sand wide-awake, enterprising, determined and

energetic business men, representing the commercial and trade interests of

the entire country from New York to San Francisco and from New Orleans

to the Twin Cities of Minnesota.

At St. Louis, Missouri, Mr. Campbell was married to Miss Bertha Hollis,

a native of Martinsburg, West Mrginia, and they have two children : Ed-

ward A., named in honor of his grandfather and now eleven years of age;

and Robert F., nine years of age. Mr. Campbell is a communicant of the

Catholic church and a member of the Catholic order of the Knights of Co-

lumbus. He is a gentleman of strong character, possessing that dignity which

is always a feature of the business man who realizes his responsibilities and

his opportunities. He possesses an aggressive spirit and excellent executive

ability.

JOHN HURST TAYLOR YOST.

John Hurst Taylor Y^ost, one of the best known of the old residents of

Kansas City, was born in ]\Iadison, Lidiana, July 22, 1833. His father,

Charles Yost, a native of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, was a son of John

Yost, a native of Germanv and the founder of the familv in America. Bv
trade he was a brick and stone mason, and following his arrival in the new

world he became connected witli building operations in Philadelphia, where

both he and his wife spent their remaining days. Their children were

Thomas, Isaac, Jesse, Charles, John and a daughter.
(Charles Yost learned \ho stone and l)i-iek mason trade with his father

and went to Madison, Indiana, or rather to the present site of that city. The

year of his arrival was 181(5, and he was one of the first settlers of the local-

ity. Indiana was still under territorial government, and great districts of

the state wei'e uiiiiii|ii'ov((l. ii(» while men haxiiig penetrated into the wilder-

ness, which were still the hunting gronnd of the red race. Charles Yost be-

came closely associated with the eaily development and progress of the local-

ity in which he made his home, and followed hi< trade there for a nunilx^'

of years, but eventually removed to Galena, Illinois. In early manhood he

wedded Sarah Staton, formerly of Lexington, Kentucky, who was of Irish

descent in the paternal line and of Scotch lineage in the maternal line.

After the discovery of gold in C^ilifornia. Charles Yost and his wife and
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llifir tliree sons joined a party of forty-niner< at Galena, Illinois, and started

for the far west, making the journey in a Conestoga wagon drawn by oxen.

They also drove cows along and sometimes worked them in the wagon. They
were five months in crossing the plains with a train numbering one hundred
and twenty wagons, and on two different occasions they were attacked by
Indians. They also suffered many other hardships incident to the long

journey across the stretches of hot sand and through the mountain passes,

but eventually reachlad what was then called Hangtown, but is now Placer-

ville, California. On reaching his destination Mr. Yost began prospecting,
and there remained for seven years, being in the state at the time of its ad-

mission to the Union. Unlike the great majority of emigrants who jour-

neyed across the plains, he was successful in the far west, acquiring a goodly

competence there. He made the return trip by way of the Isthmus of Panama
and New York, and from the eastern metropolis journeyed westward to Mad-

ison, Indiana, where he purchased a large tract of land, the greater part of

which Avas covered with timber. This he cleared away and continued the

work of developing his farm up to the time of his death, wdiich occurred in

1872, when he was about eighty years of age. His wife died in the same

locality when seventy-nine years of age. She was a Presbyterian in religious

faith in early life, but both Mr. and Mrs. Charles Yost held membership in

the Christian church at the time of their demise. Plis political allegiance was

given to the whig party until its dissolution, and he afterward joined the re-

publican party. He filled various offices in Madison and was a most respected

and honored resident there. His children were three in number: John H.

T.
; Charles, who was a stone mason and married Lou Dunn, and died in

Madison, Indiana; and Joseph L. W., who became a physician. He was

twice married and passed away in Mitchell, Indiana.

John H. T. Yost pursued his early education in a log schoolhouse such

as was common in pioneer times. His youth was largely a period of earnest

and unremitting toil, for he assisted his father in the arduous task of clear-

ing aw^ay the trees and converting the wild land into cultivable fields. He
continued at home until his marriage, which was celebrated on the 4th of

March, 1858. For a half century he and his wife have traveled life's jour-

ney together, sharing with each other its joys and sorrows, its adversity and

prosperity, and on the 4th of March, 1908, together with many friends and

relatives, they celebrated their golden wedding. For seven years they re-

sided in Indianapolis, and there Mr. Yost completed his trade of a stone-

mason. During that period, however, he put aside all personal and business

interests that he might aid his country in the preservation of the Union, en-

listing on the 24th of September, 1861, for three years' .service. He became

a member of Company F, Sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry, under Cap-

tain Glasgow and Colonel T. T. Crittenden. The regiment made such a

splendid record for valor, loyalty and fearlessness that it was called "The Old

Bloody Sixth." Mr. Yost was with his command in all of its engagements,
and with a most creditable military record returned home. The regiment

was assigned to the Army of the Potomac and participated in thirty-six dif-

ferent engagements. When the v,^ar was ended Mr. Yost returned home,
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aild soon afterward removed to Fort Scott, Kansas, where he followed the

mason's trade. In 1872 he arrived in Kansas City and continued in the

same line of business, becoming a contractor here and erecting many of the

large buildings, including the Savoy Hotel, the Jefferson and Karnes schools

and the Cumberland Presbyterian church. His business interests were of

an important character and brought him a gratifying competence, which now

enables him largely to live retired.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Yost were born a son and daughter. The former,

Charles C, of the Smith-Yost Pie Company, married Miss Hattie Beedle,

and they have six children: Arthur LeRoy, who married Anna Sandbrook;
Roxanna Pearl, who wedded Orrin Dietrich

;
Charles V.

; Joseph ;
Harriet

Janet
;
and Nin^a C. The daughter, Minnie G., is now the Avidow of Med-

ford D. DeVasher and has one child, Estelle, who is the wife of Milton H.

Donville and the mother of one daughter, Dorothy D.

Mr. Yost is a stalwart republican and has served the city as deputy
assessor. He belongs to the Benton Boulevard Baptist church, of which his

wife is also a member, and in the city where they have now lived for more

than a third of a century they have many warm friends. At all times and

under all circumstances Mr. Yost has been as loyal to the interest.-? of his

fonntry as when he followed the old flag upon southern battle-fields, making
a most creditable military record and one which classes him with those to

whom the country owes a debt of gratitude that she can never pay.

GEORGE HOFFMANN.

George Hoffmann, a real-estate agent, whose business enterprise has been

an element in Kansas City's growth and improvement, came to Missouri in

1880 and has since resided here. He was born October 17, 1855, in Wheel-

ing, West ^^irginia, and was therfore a young man' of twenty-five years when

he arrived in Kansas City. Three years later he formed a partnership with

Evan A. Fusscll, undei- the firm style of Iloft'mann A: Fussell, general real-

estate agents. In cooperation with a luunber of enterprising and prominent

capitalists he has taken an important part in developing Kansas City through

building operations and through real-estate activity. He has been instru-

mental in laying out various additions. The original firm with which he was

connected ceased to have an existence in 1893, after wliich ]\Ir. Hoffmann was

alone mitil 190?). when the IIoffiiiann-Cf)wan Real E>tat(> Company was

formed. Under this business style he now operates, conducting an extensive

business as a real-estate dealer.

Mr. Hoffmann is an influential and forceful factor in political circles,

and in 1904 was elected to the upper house of the city council. Two years

later he was chosen to the pr&sidency of the body and al<i) of the board of

public works. He has exercised liis official prerogatives in support of many

j>rogressive public movements, which have been beneficial factors in promot-

ing the city's welfare and upbuilding dni'ing the ]iast four years. He does
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important work on committees as one of th-e busy men of the council and a

firm supporter of the administration. His political allegiance is given to the

republican party, but he belongs to that type of representative and patriotic
citizens who place the general good before partisanship and municipal wel-

fare before j^ersonal aggrandizement. In manner he is rather quiet and re-

served, but is a deep thinker and is recognized as a man of action rather than
of theory. In everything he has been eminently practical, and this has been

manifest not only in his busine&s undertakings, but also in private life and

political circles. He has ever discharged his duties with marked ability and

fairness, and as a businass man he has been conspicuous among his asso-

ciates not only for his success, but for his probity and honorable methods.

PHILIP J. HENN.

Philip J. Henn, now deceased, became a resident of Kansas City in 1866,
and in the course of years became the owner of valuable property as the re-

sult of his investment at an early day of about ten thousand dollars. In the

course of years this property appreciated until at the time of his demise his

realty holdings were valued at about two hundred and fifty thousand dollars.

In his investment and management of his property interests, Mr. Henn dis-

played one of his salient characteristics—a keen discernment which enabled

him ever to carefully manage his business affairs. He was born in Germany,
on the Rhine, in 1835, and after spending eighteen years of his life in the

fatherland came to America, making his way to Hamilton county, Ohio.

There in 1855, he engaged in the barber business, which he conducted until

1859. The following year he turned his attention to merchandising and
was proprietor of a store in Hamilton until 1866, when he sold out.

In 1859 Mr. Henn had returned to New York city and there married

Miss Margaret Bescher, who was born in the same part of Germany where

his birth occurred. He then took his bride to Ohio, where they resided

until 1866, when they removed to Kansas City. In the meantime he had

prospered in his undertakings and brought Avith him to the west a capital

of about ten thousand dollars. This he invested in property here, and that

his purchases were most wisely made is indicated by the fact that at the

time of his death his estate was valued at about two hundred and fifty thou-

sand dollars. He purchased a lot at No. 1309-1311 Grand avenue, believing

that it would be the business part of the town at some future time. Others,

however, laughed at him and could not understand why he "went so far out

of town." He bought the land for ten dollars per foot and today it is worth

eighteen hundred a front foot. Upon the tract he built a large store building

with living rooms above and there he spent his remaining days.

In the store he opened a stock of groceries and for forty-two years the

business has been continued under the ownership of Philip J. Henn

and his sons and is still being conducted by the sons. Reasonable prices,

earnest desire to please his customers and most honorable methods in trade
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brought to ^Ir. Henn a liberal and growing i3atronage. Aside from this,

he also invested in other property in Kansas City and from the beginning
of his residence here was an active spirit in public progress and development.
In 1870 he became a director of the old German Banking Association. He
figured prominentlj^ in many interests affecting the general Avelfare and in

1870 was elected a member of the city council from the second ward at a

time when the municipal division embraced but four wards. He served

as one of the city fathers under the mayoralty administration of Mr. McGee
and Major Warren. He was always a stalwart democrat, unfaltering in his

allegiance to the party, and upon its ticket Avas elected county judge in 1890,

serving for four years. He possessed a mind of singular precision and power—in a marked degree a judicial mind capable of an impartial view of both

sides of a question and of arriving at a just conclusion.

Mr. Henn aided in the erection of the German Catholic church at Ninth

and McGee streets and always attended the services there. He was a member
of a number of German societies and charitable organizations and gave freely

of his means to aid those who needed a.ssistance. His life was indeed a busv,

active, useful and honorable one, and Kansas City mourned the loss of one of

its representative and prominent citizens when on the 18th of August, 1908,

he passed away. His wife survived until January, 1908, when she too Avas

called to her final rest. They were the parents of five children : Henry, Peter,

Clara, Mary and Anna. Clara is the wife of Fred Kast, Avhile the other mem-
bers of the family all live together in a new home which has been purchased

by them at No. 3130 Brooklyn avenue.

]\IATTHEW L. KINLEN.

Matthew L. Kinlen, Avho during the latter part of his life was identified

with industrial interests in Kansas City as a contractor, Avas born in Danville,

Pennsylvania, June 13, 1858, his parents being James and Mary (McCor-

mick) Kinlen. The father AA^as a farmer by occupation and devoted his life

to general agricultural pursuits. Both he and his Avife passed aA\'ay in Dan-

ville, Pennsylvania.
In the home schools Matthew L. Kinlen pursued his early education

and afterward attended college in Ohio, preparing for a practical business

career by taking up the study of civil engineering. On the completion of

his course he located in Kansas City and began following his profession in

connection Avith the old Ninth street cable line. He Avorked Avith the city

and county engineering force for a short time and afterAvard engaged in busi-

ness for himself in scAvcr contracting. He carried through some extensiA^e

contracts, both here and outside of the city, and gained an enviable reputa-

tion for expert skill and reliability, dcA'oting the later years of his life to

contract Avork.

Mr. Kinlen AA'as married in Kansas City by Bi.shop Lillis, then pastor of

St. Patrick's church, on the 28th of April,' 1891. to Miss Elizabeth Carroll,
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of Kansas City, a daughter of Roger Carroll, avIio was born in County Queens,

Ireland, August 18, 1822, and Avas a son of Daniel Carroll, a farmer of that

country. Roger Carroll was married in Canada to jNliss Mary Corrigan, a sister

of Bernard Corrigan, of Kansas City. As a young man Mr. Carroll emigrated
to the United States, settling near Malone, New York. He did railroad con-

tract work for a time and then turned his attention to farming. In 1865

he removed to Harrison county, Iowa, where he carried on general agri-

cultural pursuits and stock-raising. For the past five years he has made his

home with his daughter, Mrs. Kinlen, his wife having passed away in Kansas

City in 1893. Mrs. Kinlen was one of a family of thirteen children. She

still survives her husband and is w^ell known in Kansas City, where she has

many friends. Here the death of Mr. Kinlen occurred at the home which he

had erected at No. 3312 Flora street in 1901. He was a member of St. Vin-

cent's Catholic church and faithful to its teachings. In manner he was kind

and charitable, liberal in thought and generous in purpose. His political

allegiance was given to the democracy and he was active in political circles

to the extent of working for the interests of his party, yet never sought nor

desired office for himself. His service was a freewill offering because of his

desire that the best interests of the city should be promoted.

JOHN CAVANAUGH.

John Cavanaugh, deceased, was born upon a farm in County Wexford,
Ireland. The common schools afforded him his educational privileges and
he was reared as a farm boy who assists in the labor of the fields from the

time of early spring planting until the crops reach fruition in the harvests.

He came to the United States when eighteen years of age, hoping that he

might enjoy better business chances in the new world. His parents had

died when he was young and his elder brother, who inherited the old home,

gave him enough money to bring him to America. He, however, landed at

Quebec without capital, facing the situation of securing immediate employ-
ment or suffering for want of the necessities and comforts of life. He posses-

sed energy and determination, however, and upon those qualities builded his

later success. From Quebec he went to Brantford, Canada, and his industry
and enterprise enabled him to secure profitable employment. There in 1854

he was united in marriage to Miss Margaret Dunn. Carefully saving his

money, he was at length enabled to purchase one hundred acres of land and

after cultivating and developing his farm he eventually sold it for one hun-

dred dollars per acre. When he had disposed of that property he removed to

Stratford, Canada, where he invested in a farm of three hundred acres, which

he owned until after his removal to Missouri, when he sold out for one hun-

dred dollars per acre.

On coming to the middle west Mr. Cavanaugh first located at Indepen-

dence. Kansas, where he purchased five hundred acres of land, there carrying

on general agricultural pursuits for a number of years or until his removal
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to Kansas City, Missouri. His remaining days were here passed and he en-

joyed the respect and confidence of all with whom he came in contact during
the years of his residence here. While living in Canada he filled the office

of councilman at Stratford for eleven years and at all times was loyal to-

his public duties. His political allegiance in the United States was given to

the democratic party but while he kept well informed on the questions and

issues of the day he never sought nor desired public office. He was a member
of the Catholic church and faithful to its teachings and belief.

His wife was born in the town of Cashel, County Tipperary, Ireland,

and was a daughter of John and Bridget (Lundrigan) Dunn. The father

brought his family to America and settled at Brantford, Canada, where his

remaining days were j)assed. He acquired much property there and was a

respected and influential citizen of the community. Unto jNIr. and Mrs. Cav-

anaugh were born eleven children.

Mr. Cavanaugh was devoted to the welfare and happiness of his family

and counted no effort nor personal sacrifice on his part too great if it would

promote the welfare of his wife and children. His friends, too, found him

ever faithful and loyal and in all relations of life he manifested the traits

of honorable manhood and of upright citizenship.

HENRY C. MORRISON, M. D.

Dr. Henry C. Morrison, for thirty-eight years a resident of Kansas City,

left the impress of his individuality upon the public life of the community

by re.ason of his political and commercial prominence. He was born on a

farm near Towneytown, Carroll county, Maryland, on the Ttli of Septem-

ber, 1843, and was a son of Robert and Lavina (Grimes) Morrison, the for-

mer a farmer by occupation. The years of his boyhood and early manhood
were s])ent in the county of his nativity. He was only seven years old Avhen

his father died and his mother passed away five years later. He remained

upon the home farm up to this time and then went to live with the Sen-

seneys, his mother's people. He followed his public-school course by prep-
aration for the medical profession, studying medicine in Westminster and
also under Dr. John liufiington in New Windsor, Maryland.

He was but eighteen years of age, when in response to the country .-

need, he enlisted as a member of Company A, Twenty-sixth Regiment of

Pennsylvania Militia and went to the south, where he was on active duty
till tlie close of the war. Before he was mustered out ho became as.sistant

surgeon in his regiment and after the close of liostilities, in recognition of

his service with the army, lie was given a degree from a Baltimore medical

college. For a brief j)eriod he engaged in tlie ])racti('e of his profession in

New Windsor, with his former preceptor. Dr. Buflington. bnt thiiddng that

the new and growing west offered a broader field of laljor, lie cainc to Kansa-

City about the year 1869 and here engaged in the practice of nu'dicine for

several years. He then tnnicd his attention lo ih;' (h'ug l)u-ine.<s at ihr
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corner of Twelfth and Locust streets and afterward became proprietor of a

drug store on Main street, between Eleventh and Twelfth. He was quite

suece.?sful in this undertaking and retired from active business in 1892, after

long and honorable connection with the commercial interests of the city.

In his business career he kept abreast with the modern ideas of trade and

commerce and his store was always a most attractive one, by reason of its

tasteful arrangement as w^ell as the fine line of goods which he kept. After

his retirement from active connection with commercial pursuits he continued

as a financial factor in the Factoral Perfume & Chemical Company at 2302

Benton boulevard and was its treasurer.

On the 25th of November, 1886, Dr. Morrison was united in marriage

tc Miss Carrie L. Morrison, at Westville, Indiana. Though of the same name

they were not related. Mrs. IMorrison still survives her husband and resides

at their old home at No. 505 West Sixteenth street.

Aside from his business interests Dr. Morrison figured quite prominently

in political circles of the city. He w^as always a stalwart republican, in-

flexible in his support of the principles of the party, yet never bitterly

aggressive, and he numbered many of his warmest friends among the sup-

porters of the opposition as well as among those who gave him their votes

at the polls. He was twice elected to the city council, serving for one term

during the earlier years of his residence here, while, upon his retirement

from active business in 1892 he was elected to the upper house for a second

term of two years. He exercised his official prerogatives in support of every

measure for the public good and as the years passed he became known as

a citizen of patriotic devotion to the welfare of the community, his life con-

stituting a factor in the success which attended the republican party in his

ward.

He ranked high in Masonic circles, was eminent commander of the

Kansas City Commandery, No. 10, K. T., and for seventeen years was hon-

ored with the office of treasurer. His life exemplified the beneficent spirit

of the craft and was a recognition of the brotherhood of mankind. He was

also a member of the Presbyterian church and an upright, honorable man-
hood won for him the good will, trust and friendship of those with whom
he came in contact, for they learned to know his many excellent qualities

and to admire him for the principles which guided his actions.

ARCHIBALD ALLEN PEARSON.

The extensive wholesale and retail millinery -establishment of Archibald

Allen Pearson is a visible monument of his life of intense and well directed

activity. Without special advantages at the outset of his career, he has made

steady progress in the business world and is today classed with the leading
merchants of Kansas Citv. Born in Lincoln countv, Tennessee, he attended

the country schools there until they were closed on account of the outbreak

of the war. When l)nt ten years of age he had lo.st his father and was reared
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by his maternal grandfather, General William jNIoore, who served as a cap-
tain under General Jackson in the Civil war and was afterward general in

the State Militia of Tennessee. Moore county, with Lynchburg as its county
seat, was named in his honor. At the time of the outbreak of hostilities be-

tween the north and the south James Pearson, a brother of our subject, was a

cadet in the naval school at Annapolis, and resigned to become lieutenant

in the Confederate Army. In 1864 Archibald A. Pearson joined the con-

federate cavalry service under General Forrest and participated in the battle

of Franklin, Tennessee, and many others of less note. He was the youngest
member of General Forrest's escort at the time of the surrender and was pa-
roled with that gallant southern leader at Gainesville, Alabama, Mav 10,

1865.

Mr. Pearson returned to Tennessee penniless and, as he expresses it, "held

the same financial position for several years afterward." He then went to

Indiana and for eight years engaged in clerking in a dry good; stove at

Mitchell. He afterward conducted a cloak and suit business on Sixth avenue

in New York for a year coming thence to Kansas City, where he opened his

millinery establishment in April, 1883. In the meantime he had improved
every opportunity for gaining a thorough knowledge of business methods
and came to the middle west well equipped for the work which he undertook.

For twenty-four years he Avas located on Main street between Tenth and
Eleventh streets. There are only three firms between Ninth and Twelfth

on Main street that were here twenty-four years ago, the Pearson millinery
house being one of these. His stock at the beginning was valued at fourteen

hundred and fifty dollars. It was purchased on a credit basis and he em-

ployed but one clerk. He possessed, however, what is even better than capi-

tal,
—

strong purpose, laudable ambition and unwearied industry, and that

these qualities have attained for him a prominent place in business circles

is shown in the development of his house which now occupies a four story

building, while employment is furnished to forty people in the winter sea-

son. The growth of the business is due to no esoteric phase in his history.

On the contrary he has followed methods which receive the sanction of the

business Avorld and the purchasing public, his prosperity being due to the

fact that he has studied the desires of the people, has ever carried a thoroughly
modern stock and has sought only a legitimate profit in sales. Moreover, one

of the important, interesting and also somewhat unique feature of his busi-

ness has been his advertisements, given to the public under the title, Pearson's

Pointers. To this end he has employed almost every subject of current inter-

est or of general knowledge in bringing his establishment to the attention

of the puljlic and the novel methods which he has followed have awakened

wide interest. There are indeed few readers of the Kansas City papers who

do not peruse Pearson's Pointers. As a type of his method of advertising we

quote the following, which appeared at the time Lew Dockstader was enter-

taining the theatre-going public at the Grand Opera House:

"The main feature of Lew^ Dockstader's aggregation
Is Lew himself in Avonderful Roosevelt impersonation.
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He shows him up, from trivial things to highest aspiration,

Romping with Quinton, Archie, Theodore and Kermit as recreation;

Stopping the carnage of foreign war by friendly arbitration.

Cleaning up the packing-houses from jungle-book agitation,

Giving the country pure food to eat instead of adulteration
;

And pure liquors for 'snake bite' instead of blend abomination
;

Stopped the railroads rebating big shippers, and other discrimination
;

Showing the trusts they can't break the law in his administration
;

Letting the captains of high finance know square deal determination
;

No more watered stock unloading on the innocent by misrepresentation ;

Going to make the Missouri river a main thoroughfare for transpor-

tation
;

Commodore Logan Jones' fleet of boats a wonder to this generation.

Lew shows Mr. Roosevelt hunting big game clear off the reservation;

Making trusts, magnates and law-breakers anxious for reconciliation.

In fact, Lew shows a strenuous life for head of nation
;

But he don't show half his greatness or the people's appreciation;

The people of both parties believe in Roosevelt, honesty, application;

While the wrongdoers, displeased, hold him in execration.

A. A. Pearson believes ladies should have a fair deal in decoration;

Pearson's trimmed hats lead to happiness beyond expectation.

Try them at 1006 Main street, assembled in multitudinous congre-

gation."

There is no matter in the daily papers or any other medium in Avhich he

may advertise more eagerly read than his advertisements. If these appear

in an ordinary periodical they consist of a short, spicy talk or poem on some

local or national topic of general interest, treating it with a masterful logic

and a comprehensive grasp of the situation; if written for some special oc-

casion the ''pointer" is always extremely suitable to that occasion. His is the

leading retail millinery house in Kansas City and has the highest class pat-

ronage. He is a member of the Kansas City Ad Club and could not be other

than a popular member. No matter what methods Mr. Pearson has followed,

the results are evident and Kansas City has reason to be proud of the exten-

sive establishment which he has developed and which proves an important

factor in the trade interests of the city.

In May, 1869, Archibald A. Pearson was married to Miss Anna Stillson,

a daughte/ of Dr. Joseph Stillson, of Bedford, Indiana. They have three

children, a married daughter and two sons. The younger is attending the

Salina Military School and the elder is studying law in the University of

Kansas, at Lawrence. The daughter is the wife of L. H. Stark, connected

with the Natural Gas Company of Kansas City.

Mr. Pearson is an enthusiastic Mason. He served his lodge for three

years as master in Indiana, is a Royal Arch Mason, a Knight Templar, a

Shriner and has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. He also

belongs to the Kansas City Commercial Club and other local organizations.

In politics he is independent, yet frequently supports the democratic party.
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He is now a colonel as chief of the staff to •General Ford of the Third Bri-

gade, Third Division Forrest Cavalry, and as such has attended the National

Reunion of the United Confederates at Richmond, Virginia, in 1907. He
is an unusuall}^ entertaining speaker and at various meetings, social and bus-

iness organizations which he attends he seldom escapes being called upon to

address the audience. He is especially apt in short and after dinner speeches

and his talks are always governed by the four principles that have made

him famous as a writer of advertisements: wit, brevity, deep logic and appro-

priateness to the occasion. He is a generous, courteous, social and genial

man, never too busy to entertain a friend or caller and his salient characteris-

tics have made him very popular.

JACOB L. WALKER.

Jacob L. Walker, deceased, was a man of industry, whose business life

was characterized by perseverance, energy, determination and probity. From
1885 until his death he was proprietor of Walker's Laundry, which is still

carried on under the old name. His birth occurred in Indianapolis, In-

diana, June 17, 1849, his parents being Jacob S. and Mary A. Walker,

both of whom were natives of Pennsylvania, whence they removed to

Indianapolis at an early day. There the father engaged in the lumber

business for many years, after which he retired from active life and enjoyed

a well earned rest up to the time that he was called to his final home, His

w-idow then left Indianapolis and w^nt to the w^est, residing with two of

her sons in Helena, Montana, until she was called to her final rest.

Jacob L. AValker in early boyhood became a pupil in the public schools

and afterward continued his education in the University of Indianapolis.

While living with his parents in that city toward the close of the war. when

he Avas only fifteen years of age, he enlisted for one year's service as a

drummer boy in Company B, Eleventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry. He
continued at the front until the expiration of his year's term and waa

honorably discharged at the close of the war. After putting aside his text-

books he .-tarted in business on his own account, opening a store in his

native city, where he dealt in stoves and mantels, carrying a large stock

r.nd conducting a very successful and prosperous business. He continued

in tbal line until his removal to Kansas City in 1885.

In i\\v meantime Mr. Walker was married in Harrisburg. Pennsyl-

vania, to Miss Keziah R. Rutherford, a native of Pennsylvania, whose par-

ents always resided near Harrisburg, where their la-t days were passed.

Three cliildrcn were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Walker, all yet residing with

tlicir motlior. Horace R., ]\Iary and Florence. The son is now secretary-

treasurer and manager of the Walker Laundry Company, with laundry
ard main oflice located at No. 1120 and 1122 Oak .street.

AVhen Mr. Walker came to Kansas City in 1885 he purclmsed a

launrlrv at the corner of Sixth strcY-t and Broadwav. known as the old Phil-
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udelpliia laundry and carried oji the business there for several years or until

he built the present Walker laundry on Oak street. At the new location he
soon built U13 a large business and this is now perhaps the most extensive

laundry in Kansas City. The ^ion Horace is secretary, treasurer and man-

ager and has still further developed the business, to which he gives his per-
sonal attention, employing now over one hundred hands in the laundry,
while he owns: fifteen wagons which are kept daily at work in collecting
and delivering. Four branch laundries have also been established, one at

No. 103 East Twelfth street, another at No. 10 East Eighth street, a third

at No. 506 Broadway and a fourth at 35 Central avenue in Kansas City,
Kansas.

In politics Mr. Walker took little active interest and never sought nop

desired office but always voted the republican ticket. He was a member
of George H. Thomas Post, No. 8, G. A. R., in which he held official posi-

tion, and in the Masonic fraternity he attained to the thirty-second degree
of the Scottish Rite. He also held member.ship in the Fifth Presbyterian
church at the corner of Twelfth street and Brooklyn avenue, of which his

widow is also a member, and his life w^as in consistent harmony with his pro-
fession. About 1901 his health began to fail and he then turned his business

over to his son, while he spent the succeeding five years in travel, hoping to

be benefited thereby. His health, however, gradually grew worse and he

passed away January 17, 1906. His friends, and they were many, mourned
his loss, while his family suffered an irreparable blow in the loss of a de-

voted husband and father, who did everything in his power to promote the

welfare and enhance the happiness of his wife and children.

JOHN P. TILLHOF.

John P. Tillhof, of the firm of Tillhof & Campbell, real estate, rentals

and insurance, is one to whom success in life has come as the result of dili-

gence, perseverance and the use to which he has put his native talents. He
was born in Austria, Hungary, September 12, 1860, and when nine years
of age was brought to this country by his parents, who settled in Kansas City,

Missouri, where he acquired his education in the public schools and in Spal-

ding's Business College. His initial step in the business life was taken as

a clerk in a grocery store, where he remained for several years. Later he

engaged in the real-estate business, and since 1889 the firm has been Tillhof

& Campbell. They conduct a general real-estate and insurance business and
have gained a large clientage, handi^ing considerable property and negotiating

many important realty transfers. They are members of the Real Estate Ex-

change and are regarded as prominent factors in the department of business

activity to which they are devoting their time and energies.

In 1884 Mr. Tillhof was married to Miss Elizabeth A. Wald, a native

of Canada. He has resided continuously in Kansas City since 1869 and has

witnessed, therefore, much of its growth and development. It was in the
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year of his arrival that Hannibal bridge was opened and the people were

having a gala time—an event which formed an everlasting impression upon
his youthful mind, constituting an incident that he has never forgotten. He
has from early boyhood been interested in the welfare and development of

the city and has cooperated in many movements that have been of tangible
benefit. In April, 1906, he was elected to the upper house of the general
council for four years and has done effective service in behalf of public pro-

gress, acting now as chairman of the sidewalk committee and also of the gas
committee.

DAVID S. GORDON.

David S. Gordon, deceased, became a resident of Kansas City in 1874

and from that time until his death, more than three decades later, was en-

gaged in the merchandise brokerage business.
* He was born in Todd county,

Kentucky, August 16, 1836, and was a son of George Washington and Mary
M. Gordon, the father a farmer of the Blue Grass state. David S. Gordon,
educated in the schools of the county seat of his native county, afterward at-

tended college. He came from Kentucky to Kansas City in 1874 and here

embarked in a merchandise brokerage business, handling tea, coffee, sugar
and later salt for the Louisiana mines. He sold goods in this and surrounding

territory, being first located at the corner of Missouri avenue and Fifth street

for some time. Subsequently he erected a building at No. 930 Mulberry

street, which he occupied until his death. The growth of his business justi-

fied the erection of the building and he continued as a successful broker in

merchandise until called to his final rest on the 18th of January, 1906. He
was, moreover, very active in helping to build up the business enterprises of

Kansas City and rejoiced in its growth as it developed from a city of compara-

tively small proportions to its present size, with all its ramifying interests

reaching out in various lines of trade to all parts of the world.

In 1859 Mr. Gordon was married to Miss Mary H. Hollingsworth. a

native of Kentucky and a daughter of Samuel Gordon and Susan Hollings-
worth. Both the Hollingsworth and the Gordon families came to Missouri

in 1853, settling in Clay county but at the time of the war being in favor of

the policy of the south they had to return to Kentucky. Unto Mr. and Mrs.

Gordon were born the following children, of whom four are living: Eva, the

wife of E. N. Legg; Mrs. Blanche Ramsey: Mr.-. Stella Ramsey; and David.

Gideon and Ilallie. the wife of A. L. Buchanan, are deceased.

Mr. Gordon voted with the democracy but while he kept w^ell informed

on the questions and issues of the day agd w^as always able to support his

principles by intelligent argument he never sought nor desired office, prefer-

ing to concentrate his attention and energies upon his business affairs, which,

carfully conducted, brought him a gratifying measure of success, as the years

passed by. It also gained for him a reputation for unassailable commercial

integrity and throughout the thirty-one years of his association with business

interests in Kan.-as City lie onjoyod to the full extent the confidence of his
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colleagues and the respect of his contemporaries. Those who knew him in

social relations found him a pleasant genial man who held friendship invio-

lable and his best traits of character were ever reserved for his own fireside

and family.

THOMAS J. MULLIGAN.

Thomas J. Mulligan, now deceased, became a resident of Jackson county,

Missouri, in 1881, and was well known as a large farmer and stock-raiser at

Lees Summit, where he carefully conducted his business affairs with such

sound judgment and enterprise that prosperity attended his labors in a grati-

fying measure. His birth occurred in Monroe county, Illinois, on the 16th

of May, 1839. His parents were Patrick and Agnes (Tomlinson) Mulligan,
natives of Ireland and England respectively. The father came to the United

States in 1829 when only a boy and settled first in Cincinnati, Ohio, where

he engaged in merchandising for several years. He afterward removed to

Monroe county, Illinois, where he carried on general farming and likewise

conducted a store. He resided on his farm there for many years, after which

he took up his abode in the town of Belleville, St. Clair county, where he

spent his remaining days in honorable and well merited rest. Both he and

his wife died there.

Thomas J. Mulligan acquired his education in the schools of Belleville,

Ilinois, and in St. Louis, Missouri. Liberal educational advantages were af-

forded him, and he made good use of his opportunities in thus preparing
for life's practical and responsible duties. After putting aside his text-books

he began farming in St. Clair county, Illinois, and followed that pursuit for

several years, carefully managing the work of the fields from the time of

early spring planting until crops were harvested in the late autumn.

While residing there Mr. Mulligan was married to Miss Mary A. Carroll,

a native of Madison county, Illinois, born November 25, 1843. She is a

daughter of Patrick and Mary (Gilmore) Carroll, both of whom were natives

of Ireland. Her father came to the United States in 1837 and settled in Madison

county, Illinois, where he secured land and carried on general agricultural

pursuits until his death, becoming one of the wealthy and valued farmers

of that locality. His widow also died there. After his marriage Mr. Mul-

ligan carried on general farming in St. Clair county until 1881, when he re-

moved to Jackson county, Missouri, where he purchased a large farm at

Lees Summit. With characteristic energy he began its further development
and improvement, bringing the fields under a high state of cultivation and

also engaging extensively in raising fine stock. His time and energies were

thus occupied until his life's labors were ended in death. He passed away
March 16, 1887, his family mourning the loss of a devoted husband and

father, his acquaintances a faithful friend and his community a devoted

citizen.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mulligan were born nine children, five of whom are

yet living, namely: Agnes, who is with her mother; Edward, who' wedded
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Louella Irvin, and resides on a part of the old home farm at Lees Summit;
James A., who wedded Edna Seigfried, and is also on the home farm in Lees

Summit; Ulmar J., who is in Kansa.s City with his mother; and Richard J.,

who is also on the home farm. Those deceased are Mary, Thomas, Mary-
Gertrude and Eugene.

Mr. ^Mulligan gave his political allegiance to the democratic party, and
held a number of local offices, the duties of which he discharged with prompt-
ness and fidelity. He was a member of the Catholic church at Lees Sum-
mit and his widow and daughter and son are now members of St. Vincent's

in Kansas City. Although in his business career Mr. Mulligan did not find

all the days equally bright, he possessed an adaptability to circumstances

that proved a strong element in his progress. He possessed the ability to

plan and to perform, carrying forward to successful completion what-

ever he undertook. On the ITtli of July, 1898, the residence of the family
was destroyed by fire, but he did not allow this to discourage him, and at

once set to work to erect a new home. He realized the value of persistent

labor, and his work, intelligently directed, enabled him to leave to his family
a handsome competence. He was Avell known in Kansas City and throughout
the county, but continued to make his home upon his farm until his demise.

Mrs. Mulligan resided upon the farm until November, 190-4, when she re-

moved to Kansas City, purchasing property at No. 3232 Vine street, where

she and her two children now reside. She still owns the large farm at Lees

Summit, where her three sons are living, carrying on general agricultural

pursuits there. This is a well improved property, indicating in its excellent

appearance the care and supervision of the sons who are managing it.

WILLIAM J. BROWN, JR.

The name of Brown has figured for almost a quarter of a century in

business circles of Kansas City in connection with the hat trade and the enter-

prise of which William J. Brown, Jr., is now the head, includes a manufac-

turing, a wholesale and a retail department, all of which are proving profit-

able sources of income to a business that has now reached extensive pro-

portions.

He was born in Kansas City, August 7, 1887, a son of William J. Brown,

Sr. The public schools afforded him his educational privileges and, passing

through successive grades, he was graduated from the manual training high

school in 1905. Lie then pursued post-graduate work in the Central high

school. Early in life he desired to enter the field of electrical engineering,

for which he .still continues to study, but the death of his father necessitated

his changing his plans that he might take charge of the hat business which

his father had previously established. In March, 1906, he assumed the man-

agement of this enterprise, in which he had been more or less active for

several years. Previous to this time the business had been confined to the

manufacture of hats and sale to the wholesale trade, but on the 14th of March,
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1908, he branched out into the retail line as well, esta'blishing a store in the

Scarritt Arcade, where is sold nothing but goods of their own manufacture.

They make hats to order on short notice and theirs is the only establishment

of the kind in Kansas City which has this special feature. The business was

incorporated in September, 1906, with a capital of eighteen thousand dollars,

and it is practically the only hat manufacturing concern of the city. The
trade of the house has steadily increased since its establishment in 1885 and

the enterprise is well known from Canada to Mexico and enjoys a large

{)atronage throughout the entire southwest. Through the progressive and

energetic spirit of its new proprietor the business has made rapid strides in

the past two years and promises to become as representative in the retail line

as it has been for many years in the manufacturing and wholesale. The
officers of the company are Mrs. Isabella Brown, president and treasurer;

and "William J. Brown, Jr., secretary and general manager.
Mr. Brown is a member of the Phantom Club, the Kansas City Athletic

Club, and the Paddle and Camp Club, in which he is very enthusiastic. He is

a lover of canoeing and devotes most of his leisure to that sport in the sum-
mer. In Kansas City, however, he is recognized as a most wdde-aw^ake, alert

and determined young business man with excellent outlook and with that

ready power of discrimination which enables him to realize that which is

essential and to promote it, and to discard all that is non-essential in the

conduct and improvement of his business interests.

CHARLES M. FERREE.

Charles M. Ferree for forty years past has resided in Kansas City. His

residence on Linwood boulevard and Olive street is a very substantial home.
He is a pioneer in the Linwood district and has seen the city come to him
and grow up around him, since he established his home there some years

ago.

Mr. Ferree was born in Ohio near Cincinnati. He settled in Kansas City
in 1867 and has taken an active and prominent part in the building of the

city. He is a man as well known as any other in the city, and none have

a better record for high character and standing, socially and in business

circles. Few men in America can trace their ancestry through the pages of

authentic history in France and America back to the fourteenth century as

can the subject of this sketch. A brief sketch of this family is here taken

from ''The History of the Huguenots of America," by Stapleton, chapter
XII:

'"The Ferree family are of the nobility of France and were originally

seated at Forchamps, in Lower Normandy. The founder of the family was

Robert Ferree, who in 1265 was confirmed to an extensive estate. M. Ferry,

a great statesman and president of France, was of this family." (See Nobil-

ity of Normandy, Vol. II, p. 357.)
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During the dark and troubled periud of the revocation of the Edict

of Nantes, 1685, there lived a family named Ferree at Nimes, France. The

parents, Daniel and Marie Ferree, were married in 1669. The fruit of this

union were six children : Daniel, John, Phillip, Catherine, Mary and Jane.

The Ferrees were stanch and fearless in their adherence to the Reformed
faith. Daniel Ferree was a man of wealth and high position in his native

place.

His Grace, Charles de Ferree, a nobleman of high rank, was the ruler

of the province of Languedoc and other adjoining provinces in southern

France, from 1656 to 1672, during the reign of Louis XIV.
In order to carry out the provisions of the Edict of Nantes, to wholly

extirpate the Reformed religion from the realm, the cruel Dragonades were

sent to Nimes, the town in which Daniel Ferree lived, and were quartered
on him and other Protestant citizens of the place.

Amid all this confusion the Ferrees escaped in the darkness of the night
and fled to Strasburg, whence they went to Lindau in Bavaria. Here Daniel

Ferree died and after his death his widow, Madame Marie Warrimbuer

Ferree, determined to follow the example of their Protestant German breth-

ren and seek a home in the new world, where they might serve the Lord un-

molested by the cruel Inquisitors and brutal Di-agonades.

The head of the family was now Daniel, the eldest son, who was a man
of family.

The first step necessary in taking their departure was to secure from the

civil authorities a certificate of standing and passport. This was done by
Madame Ferree on behalf of the family. The original document is dated

Bittenheim, March 10, 1708, and is still in the possession of her descendants.

With these documents in hand the party set out for England, in order

to make further arrangements regarding their settlement in America. Upon
their arrival in London, Madame Ferree personally visited William Penn,

to whom she made known her situation, and the next day he introduced her

to Queen Anne, the sovereign of England. The good queen, whose great

kindness of heart had already been shown in her open hand of charity to

thousands of French and German refugees, was likewise deeply moved with

pity at Madame Ferree's misfortunes and promised her substantial aid, which

she in due time rendered.

William Penn covenanted to give her a large tract of land in Pennsyl-
vania, which she obtained upon her settlement in Lancaster county, Pennsyl-
vania. Some of Madame Ferree's descendants to this day occupy a part of

this homestead, which ]\o< nt^ar Lancaster in the beautiful valley of the

Piqua. The warrant to this land is dated October 10. 1710.

The family remained in London about six months. A colony was or-

ganized composed of French and Palatinate refugees from Lindau in Bavaria.

This party, which the Ferrees joined, obtained from the queen a patent of

naturalization and permission to colonize in America. The instrument is

dated August 27, 1708. The party arrived safely in New York and settled

temporarily at Esopus, nearly one hundred miles up the Hudson river, where

thev remained several vears with their Hufruenot friends. ^
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Circumstances at length became favorable and Madame Ferree and her

family departed for Pennsylvania to take possession of their estate.

P^rom the pen of an unknown writer we give an account of the arrival of

the Ferrees in Lancaster county in 1712 (see Rupps History, page 37).

"Tt was an evening of a summer day when the Huguenots reached the

verge of a hill commanding a view of the valley of the Piqna. It was a wood-

land scene, a forest inhabited by wild beasts, for no indication of civilized

life was very near. Scattered along the Piqua, among the dark green hazel,

could be discovered the Indian wigwams, the smoke issuing therefrom in its

spiral form. No sound was heard but the songs of the birds. In silence they

contemplated the beautiful prospect which nature presented to their view.

Suddenly a number of Indians darted from the woods. The females shrieked,

when an Indian advanced, and in broken English said to Madame Ferree:

'Indian no harm white
;
white good to Indian

; go to our chief
;
come to

Beaver.' Few were the words of the Indians. They went with him to

]5eaver's cabin, who, with the humanity that distinguished the Indian of that

period, gave to the immigrants his wigwam. The next day he introduced

them to Tawana, who lived on the great flats of the Piqua and was chief of

the Conestoga Indians. The friendship formed between the red men of the

forest with the Huguenots on their arrival was maintained for many years,

each giving the other assistance in time of need."

Here this noble woman found a peaceful grave in 1716. Her influence

still lives in the great multitude of her descendants, who belong to the aris-

tocracy of personal worth.

A very large number of Madame Ferree's descendants have attained dis-

tinction in the various walks of life. The mere mention of them would fill

pages. Among them are great scholars, jurists, ministers, statesmen, capital-

ists and soldiers.

No other family in America can show a grander record of service for

the public good. Prominent among them are Colonel John Ferree, com-

mander of the Tenth Pennsylvania Rifles in the New Jersey campaign of the

Revolution, Colonel Joel Ferree and Major Michael Ferree, who com-

manded Pennsylvania regiments in the Revolution.

In the war of 1812 the family was again prominent. Among others was

Colonel Joel Ferree of Allegheny county, w-ho died at Zanesville. Ohio, in

1813 while in active service. In the Civil war a very large number of her

descendants were conspicuous, but we pass them all by but one, whose high

military talents and glorious achievements have not only shed a luster on his

Huguenot ancestry, but covered his memory with nndying glory. That was

Major General John F. Reynolds, commander of the First Army Corps, and

who commanded the left wing of the Union army. His great achievement

at Gettysburg, where he held at bay for many hours. Avith his single corps,

the entire army of the invaders, and the sacrifice of his gallant life in that

mighty struggle constitutes one of the most interesting episodes in our na-

tional history.
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Another distinguished member of this family is Admiral Winfield Scott

Schley, the hero of Santiago, whose naval achievement in destroying the

entire Spanish fleet is without a parallel in modern times.

Colonel Ferree inherited the military spirit of hi^ illustrious ancestry,

and has an excellent war record as an officer of the line and also as a staff offi-

cer. During his service in the Civil war he was in many engagements, and

to this day carries in his body two balls as mementos of that great conflict.

He is a companion of the Missouri Commandery of the Military Order of

the Loyal Legion. He was married in 1864 to a daughter of Judge W. G.

Bowdon, of Alabama. Mr. and Mrs. Ferree have no children except an

adopted son and nephew, Cameron L. Evans.

Ferree Arms—Degueules a trois annelets d or couronne;

De Compte—supports Deux lions.

FRANCIS MARION De BORD.

Francis Marion De Bord, who in the course of an active and intelligently

directed business career, developed one of the extensive wholesale and retail

wall paper and paint enterprises of the city, was born in Illinois, on the 2d

of September, 1851, and passed away in Kansas City, December 5, 1901. His

parents were John A. and Elizabeth De Bord, the former a native of Mary-
land. During the early boyhood of their son, however, they removed to Ken-

tucky and at the age of twelve years Frank Marion De Bord left home, from

which time forward he was dependent entirely upon his own resources. He
drifted around the country, finally settling upon a ranch in Arizona and as

he developed his business talents and energy through experience, he made

progress in his business career. After spending some time on the ranch he

opened a large store near the Verda copper mines and conducted the business

for several years with excellent success, having the only store there. He
drew his trade from a large territory and the volume of business transacted

over the counters brought him a very substantial annual income.

Thus, acquiring a good capital, he came to Kansas City in 1882 and

was identified with its business interests from that time until his demise. Here

he opened a book store on Eighteenth street and later added wall paper to his

stock. Subsequently he opened a branch store in Kansas City, Kansas, and in

1891 established a branch store in Kansas City, Missouri, at Nos. 1109-11

Walnut street. Later he occupied a five-story building on Walnut street be-

tween Eleventh and Twelfth streets. He was one of the first to establish a wall

paper and paint store in Kansas City and he dealt extensively in both com-

modities, selling to the wholesale and to the retail trades. His business de-

veloped with the growth of the city and assumed large proportions and he

continued as one of the best known and most successful dealers in those lines

until the 17th of June. 190L when ill health forced him to retire. He spent
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the summer in travel, hoping to be benefited thereby but this course proved
futile and he parsed away December 5, 1901. The development of his bus-

iness necessitated the employment of a large number of men, to whose inter-

ests he was always loyal and from them he received equal fidelity and al-

legiance. He was always straightforward in his dealings, his business

methods being based upon the rules which govern strict and unswerving in-

tegrity.

Mr. De Bord was married in Kansas City, Missouri, in 1893, to Miss

Mary Houston, a native of Clark county, Ohio, who came to Missoari with

her father, John R. Houston, in 1879. He w^as senior member of the firm of

Houston & Murray, proprietors of the largest grocery house of this city and

he occupied an eminent position in commercial circles here. He continued

activelv in business until his death in 1898, when he was sixtv-three vears

of age. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Woosley, was also

a native of Ohio and is still living, making her home in Kansas City, at the

age of seventy-one years. Mrs. De Bord has one child. Elizabeth, who is now
a student in the Central high school.

In his political views Mr. De Bord was a stalwart republican and was

twice nominated for the office of county collector. In Masonry he attained the

thirty-second degree and his life made him an exemplary representative of

the craft, which is based upon mutual helpfulness and brotherly kindness.

He was also a member and trustee of the Dundee Methodist church and while

the extent of his business interests would not permit of active participation

in public affairs he w^as always interested in all that pertained to the intel-

lectual, material, political and moral progress of his community. His life

record is an illustration of what may be accomplished by young men of

resolute, determined spirit, whose efforts are in strict conformity to a high

standard of professional ethics. Starting out in life for himself at the age

of twelve years there were in his career days of hardship and trial and yet

he early formulated principles of conduct and established for himself high

ideals, toward which he continually strove until in Kansa? City he became

known as one of the most reliable and progressive business men.

FRANK P. GOSSARD.

Frank P. Gossard, secretary of the board of park commissioners of Kan-

sas City, has in this connection done service of much value for the city in

the development and improvement of its park system. He is widely recog-

nized as a public-spirited citizen and one whose cooperation can always be

counted upon to further any progressive measure for the general good. He

was born November 19, 1865, on a farm ten miles west of Chillicothe in Ross

county, Ohio, his parents being William P. and Nancy (Nebergall) Gossard.

The father followed the occupation of farming until his removal westward

in 1871, when he settled in Eldorado, Kansas, where he followed the banking

business for a time. He was killed by an enemy in 1876.
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Frank P. Gossard was only .six years of age when his parents went to the

Sunflower state and in the public schools of Eldorado and AVichita, Kansas,
he obtained his education. In 1882 he went to Belle Plaine, Kansas, where

his brothers were engaged in a banking business, and became bookkeeper
in the bank, acting in that capacity until February, 1885, when he came

to Kansas City, Missouri, where his brother was engaged in a real-estate busi-

ness as senior partner of the firm of A. H. Gossard & Company. The Gos-

sard Investment Company was then organized and Frank P. Gossard became

one of the stockholders and also a clerk in the employ of the company, con-

tinuing in a clerical position until 1890, when he was elected secretary and

treasurer. The company met with financial reverses in August, 1894, after

which Frank P. Gossard assisted the assignee, Mr. Yan Valkenburgh, to wind

up the affairs of the company.
His identification with the park system of the city dates from October,

1895, when he was appointed clerk of the board of park commissioners for

the purpose of making out the verdicts in the condemnation cases in the cir-

cuit court which arose by reason of the establishment of the different parks
in Kansas City. He aided in framing all the verdicts that were made out

for the jury for parks, parkways and boulevards and still does such work.

He also served as condemnation clerk until 1905, when he was appointed

secretary of the board. For twelve years he has been in the park office and is

familiar with all the details and workings of tbe entire park system, having
sSrved under both den)ocratic and republican administrations. He is prompt,

accurate and faithful in the discharge of his duties, his services in this con-

nection giving general satisfaction.

On the 30th of September, 1890, Mr. Gossard was married to Miss Nel-

lie Schmack, a graduate of the Kansas City high school. They have two

sons, Erie G., aged sixteen and Frank P., seven years of age. The family resi-

dence is at No. 118 East Thirty-fifth street and its hospitality is greatly en-

joyed by many friends. Mr. Gossard is a member of the Royal Arcanum,
the Royal League and the Improved Order of Heptasophs, and is a member

of the Second Presbvterian church.

ERNST STOELTZTNG.

In tlie hi.<t()ry of Kansa-; City's connnercial development mention

should })e made of Ernst Stoeltzing, a retired hardware merchant and one

of the pioneer business men who came to this city in 1866 and in 1868

established the business with which he was so long connected and which is

now being carried on by his son.

A native of Germany, Mr. Stoeltzing was born January 14. 1842, a

son of George Stoeltzing, who was a coppersmith by trade and worked at

that busine.«s during the greater pa-rt of his life. Both he and his wife

alw^ays remained residents of Germanv.
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With no educational advantages save those afforded by the common
schools Ernst Stoeltzing started out in life as his father's assistant at the

coppersmith's trade, but at the age of fifteen years sailed for America, land-

ing in New York city in 1856. He was attracted to the new world by the

favorable reports which he heard concerning business opportunities here

and after reaching the eastern metropolis he began to learn the tinner's

trade, which he followed for three years. On the expiration of that period
he returned to Germany to visit his old home and there worked as a tinner

until 1866, when he again sailed for America.

This time he came direct to Kansas City and w^as employed as a tin-

ner for a little more than a year when he availed himself of every oppor-

tunity for engaging in business on his own account. He established a hard-

ware store at No. 1415 Grand avenue, where the business is still carried on.

At that time the old Metropolitan block, the first brick business block in the

city, stood on that site. Mr. Stoeltzing opened a small tin shop and in a

short time added a stock of hardware. -Gradually his business grew with

the development of the city and as the result of his well directed labors

and earnest desire to please his patrons. Today this is one of the largest

retail hardware establishments of the city and in addition to the force of

salesmen employed work is given to eight smiths, while two teams and

wagons are utilized in delivering. Mr. Stoeltzing remained an active factor

in the management and control of the business until 1906, when he de-

cided to retire and has since enjoyed a well merited rest, his son succeeding

him in the management of the enterprise, which he established forty years

ago and which has long been recognized as one of the foremost commercial

interests of the city.

Mr. Stoeltzing w^as married in Redwood, St. Clair county, Illinois, to

Miss Martha Tiker, a native of Germany and a daughter of Frederick and

Marie Tiker, who came to America in earlv life and settled in St. Clair

county, Illinois, where Mr. Tiker engaged in farming until his death. His

widow, who was born in Prussia in 1813, afterward became the wife of the

Rev. Henry Balcke, a minister of the German Methodist Episcopal church,

who arrived in this country at the age of eighteen years and for a long period

engaged in preaching in Iowa. He died at the home of a daughter in

Davenport, March 4, 1902, at the age of eighty-eight years. Mrs. Balcke

afterward came to Kansas City and has since lived with Mr. and Mrs.

Stoeltzing. Although now eighty years of age she is still very active. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. Stoeltzing has been born one son, Ernest Frederick, whose

birth occurred March 20, 1880. He is still living with his parents and has

full charge of the hardware business.

Mr. Stoeltzing is a stanch republican in his political preference but

has no desire to hold office, although he has frequently been solicited to

do so by his many friends. He belongs to the Independent Order of Odd

Fellows. His wife and her mother are members of the German Methodist

Episcopal church. Mr. Stoeltzing has in his possession a number of valu-

able and interesting family relics, including a German Bible that was

printed and bound by his great-grandfather in 1770 and is therefore over
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one hundred and thirty years old. It has always been in the family and

is still in excellent condition. He prizes it very highly and well may he

be proud of this interesting volume. The family home is a beautiful res-

idence at No. 3430 Charlotte street. His life is what he has made it and

it has been a success. He started out with only such advantages as other

boys of the middle class in Germany enjoy and that he has succeeded is

due solely to his ability, steadfast purpose and indefatigable industry. Sur-

I'ounded at his home by a circle of friends who appreciate his true worth

and admired and esteemed by his fellow citizens his name has long figured

as that of one of the most enterprising business men of Kansas City
—a

man who has acted well his part and has lived a worthy and honorable life.

HOMER E. BOUTELL.

Homer E. Boutell, who at his death in Kansas City left beliind him

many friends, was born in Bakersfield, Vermont, July 28, 1861. He was

n representative of an old family of Maine and an own cousin of Senator

Boutell of that state, and a nephew of the Boutell Brothers, prominent mer-

chants of Minneapolis. His father, Earl N. Boutell, owned extensive farm

lands in Vermont and had there some noted maple sugar orchards, produc-

ing a superior quality of that sugar for which the state is noted. In public
affairs he Avas active and influential, being widely known as a prominent cit-

izen whose opinions were influencing factors in relation to affairs of state.

He died there about nineteen years ago when sixty-five years of age. In

religious faith he was a Presbyterian and in political belief a republican.

His first wife, who bore the maiden name of Martha Donovan, died at the

birth of her son, Homer E., who was the younger of two children, the elder

brother being Gaylord N., a resident of Sedalia, Missouri. For his second

wife Mr. Boutell chose Mrs. Gray and they had two children : George, of

Bakersfield, Vermont; and Florette, now deceased.

In his boyhood days Homer E. Boutell attended the public schools of

his native town and was reared upon the farm. His father, in addition to

other interests, was well known as a raiser of horses and mules and from his

boyhood Homer Boutell engaged in driving and training horses. He left

home for the west when about twenty-one years of age, having with him a

capital of a thousand dollars. He made his way to Kansas City but did not

remain here, going on to Topeka, Kansas, where he joined his brother, and

entered his employ as a bartender. Eventually his brother sold out in

Topeka about the time of the boom in Leavenworth and in the latter town

began dealing in wines and liquors. Soon afterward he came to Kansas

City and with AVilliani Kepler as a partner, opened the Silver Dollar saloon

on Ninth street but on account of the bad management of his partner lost

everything. Homer E. Boutell then opened the finest place in Kansas City in

the New York Life building, with Frank Smith as a partner. He always

conducted a mosi high-cla.«s estabfehment. Porsonallv ho never drank or
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used tobacco and he never allowed any intoxicated person about his place,
and he wa^ the only proprietor of a saloon in Kansas City who could get in-

surance. His house was conducted along strict business lines and by his

capable management he won success.

After a time his partnership with Mr. Smith was dissolved and he pur-
chased a place under the Junction building at Delaware and Main streets.

At length having a chance to sell at good profit, he did so and placed his

money in a bank, but the institution soon afterward failed and he again
lost nearly all he had. He possessed a resolute, determined spirit, however,
and did not allow himself to become discouraged. He then borrowed two

hundred and fifty dollars from a bank without other security than his own

good name and opened another saloon under the New York Life building at

No. 809 Wall street. He catered only to the best class of trade, closed his

saloon at eleven o'clock at night and opened it at seven or eight o'clock in the

morning. He was known to be a thoroughly reliable business man and en-

joyed in full measure the respect of those with w^hom he was associated.

Mr. Boutell was married in Leavenworth, Kansa.s, November 23, 1887,
to ]Miss Haug, who was native of Leavenworth and there resided until her

marriage. She was a daughter of Julius and Elizabeth (Riederer) Haug.
The father was a prominent hotel keeper of Leavenworth and becoming a

factor in political circles, gained equal distinction in that line, holding nearly
all of the offices in the city beside being United States deputy marshal. He
was also court interpreter in Germany. He died in Leavenworth in July,

1896, while his wife passed away September 28, 1883. They were Lutherans

in religious faith and the father was a supporter of the democratic party.

He came to the United States from Germany with his mother and the other

children of the family, his father having died ere their emigration. They
settled in Leavenworth and there his mother passed away recently at the

very advanced age of ninety-four years. Mr. Haug served as deputy mar-

shal at the time of the border ruffian warfare in Kansas and was filling the

office at the time of the troubles in Lawrence, in which, in his official

capacity, he took an active part.

Unto ^Ir. and Mrs. Haug were born four children, namely: Mrs. Bou-

tell: Dora, the wife of H. F. Ludolph, of Leavenworth; Edward T., of Con-

cordia. Kansas, who married Delia Colson
;
and Charlotte, who died at the

age of four years.

Mr. Boutell was an exemplary man in his home life. It is said that he

never spoke a cross word to his wife or son and was most devoted to their

welfare and happiness. There was but one child in the family, Earl Nelson,

who was born in Kansas City, September 3, 1893. The death of the hus-

band and father occurred September 30, 1898. He was reared in the Presby-
terian faith and continued a believer in its doctrines until his death. He
was one of the stanchest democrats and took an active interest in his party,

its growth and success.

Following her husband's death Mrs. Boutell conducted a boarding house

at No. 1228 Broadway and later at No. 1335 Broadway, which she sold out

at good advantage. She also bought and sold the property at No. 1323
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Broadway and for a time was identified with no business pursuits. Later

she opened up the Boutell at No. 611 West Tenth street and conducted the

same until her health failed, when she was forced to close out the business.

She still makes her home in Kansas City with her son and here has a large

circle of warm friends.

GEORGE COLLIER.

George Collier is an honored veteran of the Civil war who made an excel-

lent record as a soldier and who in days of peace has been equally loyal to

the stars and stripes. He was born February 24, 1836, in Derby, Vermont,
the Colliers being an old family there. His great-grandfather, Thomas Col-

lier, was an Englishman who sailed a merchantman before the Revolutionary
war. During the period of hostilities with the mother country he captured
a privateer for the colonists and at the close of the war he went back to his

former vocation. Finally he settled in Hardwick, Vermont, where he passed

away in the last decade of the eighteenth century. For four generations the

Collier family have been connected with the transportation business, either

on sea or land. Thomas Collier, the grandfather, was also a sea captain in

the West India trade. He sailed from Newburyport, Massachusetts, for many
years and on retiring from the sea settled at Derby, Vermont, where he died

in 1849 at the advanced age of eighty-four years.

Levi Collier, the father of our subject, was born in Newburyport, Mass-

achusetts, June 17, 1802, and when a young man settled in Derby, Vermont,
on a farm, the north line of which constituted the Canadian boundary. For

some time he carried on general agricultural pursuits and later run wagons
and stage to Boston, a distance of two hundred and thirty-six miles—for rail-

roads had not yet been built. He also engaged in raising stock to a consider-

able extent and died upon the home farm in 1878. Both he and his wife

were Congregationalists in religious faith and Mr. Collier gave his early polit-

ical support to the whig party, while later he became a republican. He rep-

resented his town in the state legislature for several years and was a man of

prominence and influence in his community. He married Irena Newcomb,
a daughter of Dr. Luther Newcomb, who was the first physician in all

northern Vermont. A native of Massachusetts, he was born in the vicinity

of Plymouth, his ancestor, Daniel Newcomb, having settled in Massachu-

setts in the sixteenth century, while Lieutenant Newcomb of this family was

a soldier of the Revolutionary war. Mrs. Collier spent her entire life in

Derby, where she died about 1881 at the age of seventy-five years. By her

marriage she had ten children, eight of whom reached adult age.

George Collier was educated in the common schools and one of his early

teachers in Derby was the late Senator Proctor, who died recently in Wash-

ington. Mr. Collier continued his studies to the age of twenty years and dur-

ing vacations and his leisure hours he worked upon the farm. In 1856 he

left home and came west, having at that time a capital of but one hundred
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dollars. He stopped at Chicago, which was then a struggling town and re-

mained there for a short time, after which he made his way to Minneapolis,
then containing but one brick building. He was employed there with Louis

Harrington, United States government surveyor', who was laying out the road
from Fort Snelling to Fort Ridgely, and spent six months in that way. Mr.
Collier afterward went to Hutchinson, Minnesota, which town was laid out by
the Hutchinson family of Massachusetts. He continued there for six months
and then once again went to Minneapolis. The city which is today the flour

center of the world had then but one flour mill with a capacity of twenty
barrels. During his residence in Minneapolis, Mr. Collier voted for a dele-

gate to the constitutional convention. He saw the state in its formative per-
iod and although he remained there for only a comparatively brief time his

influence and labors were always given for the substantial benefit and progress
of the city.

In 1857 he returned to Derby and was engaged in work on the home
farm until after the outbreak of the Civil war. The smoke from Fort Sum-
ter's guns had hardly cleared away, however, when he joined the army. The
first volley was fired on the fort on the 12th of April. The following day
he offered his services in defense of the Union, enlisting for three months as

a member of Company B, First Vermont Volunteer Infantry, under Cap-
tain C. B. Childs and Colonel Stoughton. The regiment was stationed in

and about Washington, where it remained for the term of its enlistment and

was then mustered out there. Mr. Collier returned home and again enlisted

as a private for three years on the 21st of November, 1861, becoming a mem-
ber of Company B, Eighth Vermont Volunteer Infantry, under Colonel

Stephen Thomas. The regiment went to New Orleans under General Butler

and Mr. Collier participated in that entire campaign, being attached to the

Army of the Gulf. He was present at the capture of New Orleans, at La-

fourche, Franklin, Alexandria and the siege of Port Hudson, which lasted

for forty-four days. He was there wounded in the neck by a gun shot on the

14th of June, 1863. He also went up the Red river on the Banks' expedi-

tion and thus did active and valorous duty in the south, participating in a

number of hotly contested engagements and arduous sieges.

After the war was over Mr. Collier spent two years in his native town

and, then going to Iowa, settled at Manchester, Delaw^are county, where he

carried on farming for a year. He afterward sold his property there and

entered the employ of the Cairo & Vincennes Railroad in the civil engineer-

ing department, with which he was connected for a year. He was afterward

connected with a railroad in Kentucky which was being built from Maysville

to Lexington, and following its completion he remained with the company
for twenty-two years, first as conductor and afterward as roadmaster and on

construction w-ork. On retiring from the railroad service he conducted a

hotel at Lexington for a year and for four years in Maysville. In 1893 he

came to Kansas City and until 1906 was in the hotel and restaurant and

also in the real-estate business. He has erected buildings in several parts

of the city but for the past two years has lived retired. His is a well merited

rest, for his life has been an active and honorable one, characterized by un-
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flagging industry in business and by close adherence to a high standard of

commercial ethics.

In 1878 Mr. Collier was united in marriage, in Maysville, Kentucky, to

Miss Anna McDonough, of that place and a daughter of John ^IcDonougli.

In June, 1904, however, he was called upon to mourn the death of his wife.

Mr. Collier attends services at the Congregational and Presbyterian churches

but does not hold membership relations with any denomination. He main-

tains pleasant relations with his old army comrades through his membership
in McPhei-son Post, No. 4, G. A. R., and he has always given stalwart sup-

port to the republican party since age conferred upon him the right of fran-

chise, believing firmly in its principles. The varied interests of his life have

taken him into many sections of the country and he ha^ always manifested

deepest interest in the nation and her welfare in the various lines of progress

which have constituted her greatness and promoted her upbuilding.

JOHN C. WARNEKE

John C. Warneke was one of the pioneer business men of Kansas City,

arriving here in 1866, at which time he established a bakery business, con-

ducting the enterprise throughout his remaining days. It still stands as a

monument to his commercial activity and integrity, being now conducted by
his sons.

A native of Germany, Mr. Warneke was born October 19, 1833, the

parents always remaining residents of that country. There John C. War-

neke attended the public schools and acquired a good education in his

native tongue. When a boy be began learning the baker's trade, which

he followed in Germany and later he continued in the same pursuit in

America. The favorable reports which he heard concerning this land and

its opportunities influenced him to seek a home in the United States and he

landed in New York, where he soon afterward acquired a position a.s clerk

in a bakery and grocery store, being employed there for a few years. jNIak-

ing hi.- way to the middle west he located in St. Louis, Missouri, where

he formed a partnership and began the manufacture of grates, continuing
in that field of activity mitil after the outbreak of the Civil war. when he

sold his interest in the lousiness and removed to RoUa. Mis-ouri. There
he established a bakery business on his own account and contimu'd in the

same for a few years.

In 1865 lie removed to Independence, Jack.-^on county, whore he en-

gaged in the bakery business for a year, coming thence to Kansas City,
where he remained until his demise. Here he at once established a bakery,

beginning operations, however, on a small scale in a little room near the

river, in that district of the city known as the levee. There he engaged in

business for several years wifli a constantly increasing trade hut later he
removed to what is now the business center of the city, opening his bakery
at No. 1500 Grand avenue. He purchased this property and equipped it
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with modern machinery and accessories necessary to the successful conduct

of an enterprise of this character. His trade increased until he was in con-

trol of one of the largest bakeries in the city, and the sons now have two

places of business, retaining the old stand at Grand avenue and the other at

No. 30(5-10 East Seventeenth street.

In March, 1860, in St. Louis, Mr. Warneke was married to Miss Wil-

helmina Kumpf, a native of Germany and a representative of a prominent
German family of this city. Her parents were George and Catherine

Kumpf, natives of the fatherland, where Mr. Kumpf engaged in the manu-
facture of broadcloth. After the emigration of his children to America
he sold out his business in his native land and with his wife came to this

country, spending their remaining days with their children. The death

of Mr. Kumpf occurred in Kansas City at the home of his son, Henry C.

Kumpf, who was at that time mayor.

Eight children were born unto Mr. and Mrs. Warneke, of whom four

are yet living: George 0., whose sketch is found elsewhere in this work, is

president of the Grand Avenue Baking Company. He wedded Amelia

Lauer and they reside in Kansas City. Pauline L. Warneke makes her

home with her mother. Henry J. A. wedded Nellie Murphy and is engaged
in the bakery business in partnership with his brother, George 0. John C,
who wedded Grace Baum also resides in this city. He is in the employ of

the government, acting as clerk in the registry department for the post-

office at this place. The deceased members of the family are August, John

C, Sophine and Emma, all of whom passed away in Kansas City. The

death of the husband and father occurred June 21, 1886.

In politics he was a republican and was a member of the Masonic

fraternity, serving as treasurer of his lodge for many years and filling the

position at the time of his death. He also belonged to the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows. His wife and daughter attend the German Lutheran

church.

Mrs. Warneke since his death has purchased the property at No. 2729

Park avenue, where they now reside. Mr. Warneke was a self-made man
and as the result of his prosperity acquired in the line of his trade, he

invested quite largely in realty and became the owner of much valuable

property here. He was numbered among the most straightforward, ener-

getic and successful business men that Kansas City has ever known.

FRED'ERICK LYCURGUS GRIFFITH.

Twenty years ago Frederick Lycurgus Griffith was a newsboy, hustling

papers on the streets of Kansas City, having landed here a runaway boy. He

was born in Charleston, West Virginia, June 12, 1877. His father, Christo-

pher Columbus Griffith (who, by the way. was one of twenty-three chil-

dren) fought in the Union army, along with eight brothers and two half
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brothers, having volunteered while still in his teens, and while in the war,

during a raiding expedition, met and fell in love with Miss Minerva Kath-

erine T. Elkins, a schoolma'ani, and daughter of an old Virginia slaveholder,

and a near relative of Hon. Stephen B. Elkins, of West Virginia. Upon
their return from the war four of the Griffith brothers, with one sister, dis-

liking their stepmother, clandestinely embarked in a skiff one night on the

Kanawha river, wdtli a few personal belongings, and ran away to Indiana.

Later Christopher C. Griffith returned to Virginia and married his Avartime

sw^eetheart and soon after Frederick's birth took up their residence on a farm

near Greenfield, Indiana, the early home of James Whitcomb Riley.

It may be remarked in passing that the subject of this sketch received

many a ducking and learned to swim in "The Old Swimmin' Hole'" on old

Brandywdne, which is the name of a small but picturesque stream near Green-

field, which Riley has made famous. Also that in a small hostelry run by
Hiram V. Griffith, an uncle of Frederick Griffith (and himself a great story-

teller, who always had a group of the best Hoosier story-tellers gathered

about him each evening in the office of his place of business), Riley, who was

still in the days of patches on his pants, used to slip in quietly, in his modest

way, and sit on the floor in a corner behind the heating stove, as quiet as a

mouse, and glean the material for his stories and poems which later made
him famous.

In 1887 Mr. Griffith landed in Kansas City and began hustling papers

on the streets to earn a scant living. The employes of the Evening NeW'S,

then a daily newspaper here, permitted the lad to sleep in the mailing room

of the plant then located in the Bunker building at Ninth and Baltimore.

About 1888 the ow^ners of the News sold the paper and went to St. Paul,

Minnesota, to establish the Daily News. They gave the lad Frederick a rail-

road ticket to Chicago, and later one to St. Paul and offered to provide him

with money at times but he was too independent to accept a penny, prefer-

ring to make his own way and depend upon his own efforts. He sold papers

on the streets of St. Paul and Minneapolis, and earned a dollar per week ex-

tra, doing chores in the office of AVilliam N. Viguers, president of an insur-

ance company. There were times, however, during this period of the lad's

life when he went cold and hungry, and during his first winter in St. Paul,

to keep from starving he was frequently compelled to secure scraps from the

office girl's lunch, which she dumped into the waste basket.

During the next few years the lad had drifted about over the country,

working as a reporter and printer on different newspapers, among them the

Breeze, at White Bear Lake, Minnesota, the Chicago News, the St. Louis Re-

public, the Kansas City Star, the Birmingham Age-Herald, the Bluffton, Ala-

bama, News and the Bessemer, Alabama Daily Herald. Mr. Griffith had

drifted in and out of Kansas City so often that he became attached to her

and called her "home." He finally took employment as a printer with

Berkowitz Brothers, on Delaware street in this city, and about 1895 worked

on the St. Joseph Herald, a morning daily, of which Major John Bittinger,

later appointed minister to Canada by the late President McKinley, was edi-

tor. Major John Bittinger, saw that young Griffith was energetic and am-
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bitious and encouraged the lad by publishing special articles and stories writ-

ten by him.

AMiile working on the Herald Mr. Griffith had access to the law library

of the attorneys for the paper, James M. Johnson, now judge of the Kansas

City court of appeals, and James M. Wilson, recently city counselor of St.

Joseph, Missouri, and during the hours when he should have been sleeping

Mr. Griffith was studying Blackstone's Commentaries and other legal works.

Colonel John Doniphan, the old pioneer lawer of St. Joseph, Charles Strop

and C. C. Crow were the committee appointed to examine Mr. Griffith for

admission to the bar and he was admitted to the bar to practice law by Hon.

Henry M. Ramey, judge of the circuit court of Buchanan county, Missouri.

As soon as he was admitted to the bar Mr. Griffith, being unable to re-

sist his love for Kansas City, immediately quit his position on the Herald

and came here, where he continued his studies and handled collections, offi-

cing with E. E. Porterfield, now circuit judge, and Charles R. Pence. As he

studied and gained proficiency Mr. Griffith launched into the general prac-

tice of law.

Mr. Griffith never had the advantages of a common-school education

nor the advantages of a law school but he has gleaned his knowledge and

education "on the field of battle," while at the same time earning his daily

bread. His idea from the start has been (as is found written in the front of

his dictionary) ,
"I must succeed. It is not a wish

;
it is a purpose. My con-

stant endeavor shall be to merit business by square dealing, courteous treat-

ment of my clients, and by doing their business as if it w^ere my own." A
glance at his methodically kept court docket reveals the fact that he has

lived up to his purpose, since nearly all of his cases have ended profitably to

the clients he represented. A glance at his docket shows every step taken in

every case since he began practicing law. Another instance of his methodic

ways is that for fifteen years he has kept a daily itemized account of his in-

come and daily expenses, even to the pennies. Likewise in his business he

believes as Goethe has aptly said that "genius itself is the capacity of taking

infinite pains."

Since beginning the practice of law Mr. Griffith has always worked for

hink^elf and believes that it is by plodding rather than talent, patience

rather than brilliancy, perseverance sooner than swiftness or power, that are

the great factors that work prosperity in any calling; and strenuous exertion,

above all, as the one thing, is a chief element. He believes that the talent

of success is nothing more than doing what you can do well and doing well

what you do, without a thought of fail. He believes that success is abroad,

though hard to find, and is ready to come to all who have earned it. Mr.

Griffith owns a couple of picturesque cottages at 112 Indiana avenue, where

he resides.

Outside of his legal studies Mr. Griffith's favorite books are the Holy

Bible, which he read through when nine years old, under his mother's guid-

ance, Shakespeare, Crabb's English Synonyms, Roget's Thesaurus, Webster's

Dictionary, Seneca's Morals, Charles Dickens, Victor Hugo and Mlihlbach.

Also to be found on the shelves of his library are such books as the historical
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works of Gibbon, Macaulay, Prescott, Smythe; the lives of Napoleon, Web-

ster, Butler, Lincoln, Blaine and Bland; the prose and poetical works of

Homer, Longfellow, Poe, Riley, Moore, Tennyson, Jackson, Browning, Byron,

Burns, Goethe, Schiller, Lowell, Wilcox, Ruskin, Darwin, Emerson, Haw-
thorne and Quayle.

Mr. Griffith and his wife are members of the Grand Avenue Methodist

church. He belongs to Sicilian Lodge, No. 39, Knights of Pythias, and is a

republican. He has never dabbled in politics nor affiliated himself with soci-

eties, except as above, on account of his devotion to his wife.

While in St. Joseph Mr. Griffith met and fell in love with Miss Ada

Weltmer, of Great Bend, Kansas, and a niece of the late A. B. Conser, of

St. Joseph. After a brief courtship they became engaged but they agreed to

defer their marriage until after Mr. Griffith could further equip himself and

establish a law practice. After a few years' waiting and hard work, they were

married in Leavenworth, Kansas, June 12, 1901, by the Rev. E. Combie

Smith, a Methodist minister. Mrs, Griffith is a singularly gracious girl, of

sweet and sunny disposition, with strong gifts of mind, and is full of good
deeds. She was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in July, 1879, of Penn-

sylvania Dutch parents. Mrs. Griffith is an artist and leads her profession in

the west as a china decorator. She is referred to under the title of Artists

herein. Mr. Griffith is much devoted to his wife and to his parents, and his

favorite saying of his wife he takes from Lyttleton:

''No one better can tell, than I, who,
Has by his own experience tried.

How much the wife dearer is

Than the bride."

CHARLES E. WALDRON.

Charles E. Waldron came to Kansas City during its formative period

and assisted materially in movements which have resulted in making it the

present industrial and commercial center that it is today. At the close of the

Civil war it was a typical frontier town, being one of the outposts for traders

and from this place travelers to the west made their start into a region

largely undeveloped and uninhabited. With intuitive perception he recog-

nized the possibilities here, and became identified with its interests and in an

active business career displayed that typical American spirit which promotes

public progress in advancing individual interests.

Mr. Waldron was born in Syracuse, New York, in 1847. His father,

John Waldron. of the Empire state, owned and operated oyster beds and

conducted a successful business in the east. The son pursued his education

in the public schools of his native city to the age of fourteen years, when he

ran away from home to become a bugler in the army, enlisting in the Third

New York Artillery and through successive promotions eventually became
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captain, with which rank he was mustered out. The year 1867 witnessed his

arrival in Kansas City. He came with Major Inman and assisted him in

building the first street railway line of the city. Mr. Waldron bought and

owned a large tract of land in the east part of the city and the fact that he

was a native of New York and knew its business resources led him to return

to the Empire state to purchase the first cars ever used in the railway service

here. In the early years of his residence here Mr. Waldron was also en-

gaged in the grocery business in association with E. R. Threckle, and event-

ually selling out in that line he organized a bank at Olathe, Kansas, under

the firm style of C. E. Waldron & Company. He also owned and conducted

a bank at Springfield, Kansas, and for some time carried on his banking in-

terests, making his home for a time in Olathe.

During the greater part of the time spent in the west, however, he was a

resident of Kansas City and had contagious enthusiasm for the city, believ-

ing that a great future lay before it. He made extensive and judicious invest-

ments here, many of which brought him gratifying profit. On closing out

his banking interests he became associated with the Lake Erie & Western

Railroad, of w^hich his brother was general manager. The family were all

interested to a greater or less extent in railroad work. He was a man of ex-

cellent business discernment, capable of foreseeing the possibilities in coor-

dinating forces and bringing into close and harmonious connection varied

and complex interests. He displayed in his business career an active man-

agement and careful control that resulted in the constant increase of his

possessions and for a considerable period he figured as one of Kansas City's

capitalists.

Mr. Waldron was married in this city to Miss Anna Lowe, a daughter

of Colonel Lowe, a native of Maryland and a descendant of Governor Lowe

of that state. Her father was a very prominent and wealthy resident of St.

Louis, who came to Missouri from Princeton College in 1845 and estab-

lished a college for boys at Georgetown, Missouri. He later became the

owner of a large tract of land near Sedalia, this state, and also held consider-

able stock of the Missouri Pacific Railroad and was instrumental in securing

its extension to the west. His labors were an element in the substantial de-

velopment and upbuilding of this portion of the country. He was a stalwart

democrat, ever active in the party, and his labors were effective in promoting

its growth and extending its influence in this part of the state. He was a

warm personal friend of Senator Armstrong and other leaders of the party

listened with attentive interest to his opinion on political matters. He won

his title as commander of the First Regiment State Militia of Missouri, organ-

izing it and paying all of the expenses of equipment, and was at the head of

the first military parade at Jefferson barracks. In 1849 he assisted in fram-

ing the laws at Lecompton for the state of Kansas and in other w^ays he left

the impress of his individuality upon both Kansas and Missouri during the

formative period. He erected the State Line Hotel in Kansas City in 1866

and it was while thus engaged that his daughter formed the acquaintance of

Mr. Waldron and later gave him her hand in marriage. Colonel Lowe

owned large tracts of land on the west bottoms and from time to time made
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investments in property in the state as he traveled over the west and saw op-

portunity for judicious purchase. He passed away in St. Louis in 1900, and
Missouri was thus deprived of one whom it had come to know and honor as

a man of marked force of character, of strong individuality and native

sagacity. His wife bore the maiden name of Amanda Kidd.

Mr. and Mrs. Waldron became the parents of four children : Grace, at

home; Harry, who is in Boston; Villette, of New York; and Charles, of Kan-
sas City. The death of Mr. Waldron occurred in 1875, he being accidentally

shot and killed at Lafayette, Indiana, while out hunting. Such was the

esteem in which he was held wherever he was known that his death caused

profound sorrow and regret to all with whom he had come in contact. He
was one of those forceful characters, who, without an attempt to make for him-

self a prominent place in public regard, nevertheless is accorded by the con-

sensus of public opinion a position of preferment, owing to the fact that his

salient traits and his well developed talents were such as are uniformly ac-

corded leadership. His political views accorded with the principles of the

republican party and fraternally he was connected with the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, while in the Masonic fraternity he became a Knight

Templar and also a Consistory Mason. His family are members of Grace

Episcopal church and are prominent socially in this city.

JAMES N. EASTWOOD.

James N. Eastwood, deceased, was for some time engaged in the imple-
ment manufacturing business in Kansas City, while later years were spent
as a traveling salesman for large implement houses here. He was only a

boy when he came to western Missouri, his birth having occurred in Mad-

ison, Wisconsin, on the 14th of September, 1850. His father came west at

an early day but remained in Kansas City for only a brief period, after

which he went to California, where he spent the remainder of his life, his

death occurring there a short time ago. The mother died in Madison, Wis-

consin, when her son Jamas was but six months of age and he was then

reared by her sister, Miss Eusebia M. Bodwell, Avho now resides at No. 634

Quindaro boulevard in Kansas City, Kansas. She afforded Mr. Eastwood

good educational privileges. He attended the public and private schools

of i\Iadison. Wisconsin, and in his boyhood came with his aunt to Kansas

City.

On attaining his majority he entered business life on his own account

as a grocer, opening a small store. His trade increased and he enlarged
his stock to meet the growing demands of liis patrons. After a fcnv years,

however, he sold out and wfnt wo.<t to California but remained on the Pacific

coast for oidy a yoar. rotnrnino: thence to Kansas City. Here he engaged
as shinpino; clerk with several of tlie implement houses and after a few

vears ho liopfan business for himself ao:ain. becominc: a partner in the West-
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ern Implement Manufacturing Company, with which he was connected for

some time.

It was while thus engaged that Mr. Eastwood was married to Miss Car-

rie N. Applegate, a native of Paris, Tennessee, and a daughter of Dr. Henry
A. and Amanda (Oliver) Applegate. Her father, a practicing physician,

was a native of New Jersey and removed to Paris, Tennessee, where he fol-

lowed his profession and also became a large landowner, spending his

remaining days there. Both he and his wife died the same week. Unto

Mr. and Mrs. Eastwood were born four children: Eveline and Frances L.,

who are residing with their mother; and Eva May and Edna, who died

in childhood.

Mr. Eastwood continued in the manufacturing business for a few years

and then sold out, accepting an excellent offer from the Fuller & Johnson

Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of agricultural implements at No.

1310 West Eleventh street to go upon the road as their traveling represent-

ative and thus the remainder of his life was passed. He succeeded in build-

ing up a good trade and w^as very popular with his patrons, owing to his

genial nature, his cordial disposition and his unfailing courtesy. His last

illness, which was of only two weeks' duration, terminated in death Febru-

ary 19, 1904.

In politics Mr. Eastwood was a stalwart republican but without

aspiration for office. He was prominent in the Masonic fraternity here

and both he and his wife were members of the First Baptist church,

his life exemplifying his Christian faith and belief. He was well known

among the business men of the city and his many good qualities gained for

him the warm regard and friendship of those with whom he came in con-

tact, so that his death was deeply deplored by all who knew him.

Mrs. Eastwood owns a nice home at No. 1330 Harrison street, where

the family have resided for twenty-three years, her husband having made

most of the improvements on this place. She also owns other property on

Harrison street, from which she derives a good rental and thus her hus-

band left her in comfortable financial circumstances. Whatever success he

achieved was attributable entirely to his own labors and resulted from his

strong purpose, close application and commendable ambition.

THOMAS L. MANVILLE.

Thomas L. Manville, deceased, in his business career made steady prog-

ress and for sometime prior to his demise was engaged in the coal and ice

business in Kansas City. He came to this city from Meadville, Pennsyl-

vania, in 1883, to take charge of the branch business of the Smith American

Organ Company of Boston, Massachusetts. He w^as a native of Meadville, his

birth having there occurred in 1855. He pursued his education in its public

schools while spending his boyhood days in the home of his parents, Henry
W. and Joan (Thickstein) Manville, also of Pennsylvania, in which state
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the father was engaged in the wool business for many days. After comple-

ting his education Thomas L. Manville entered the business circles of his

native city, where he remained until his removal to the middle west. It was
in 1883 that he arrived in Kansas City to represent the interests of the Smith
American Organ Company, of Boston, doing a very successful business in

that line for a number of years, building up a large trade in the sale of

organs. At length, however, he turned his attention to the coal and ice busi-

ness, forming a partnership with his brother-in-law, Mr. Clauss. They es-

tablished their enterprise at the corner of Twentieth street and Grand avenue

and enjoyed a constantly growing trade, their patronage reaching an extent

that made their business a very profitable one. To some extent Mr. Man-
ville also invested and dealt in real-estate and at different times was the owner

of considerable property here.

In St. Charles, Missouri, in 1888, Mr. Manville was joined in wedlock

to Miss Amelia Clauss, a native of this state and a daughter of William

Clauss, who at an early day became a resident of St. Charles, Missouri.

There he engaged in the hardware business, becoming well known in mer-

cantile circles. His wife, who in her maidehood was Mary Meyer, was a

native of Missouri. Mr. and Mrs. Manville became the parents of one child,

Marion, at home.

Mr. Manville belonged to no fraternities. He was domestic in his tastes

and preferred to devote his leisure hours outside of business to the interests

of his own home and the companionship of his family. There was nothing

spectacular in his career but on the contrary his course was marked by the

steady progress which results from unfaltering diligence and perseverance.

At all timas reliable, he commanded in unqualified degree the trust of those

with whom he was associated. Death came to him March 27, 1899, and de-

prived his family of a devoted husband and father and his associates of a

faithful, trustworthy friend.

WILLIAM V. WHERRETT.

William' V. Wherrett, trea.surer of the Evans-Smith Drug Company,

importers and wholc-^ale druggists of Kansas City, is a representative of one

of the pioneer families of the west. His father, T. N. AVlierrett, is now re-

siding at Eric, Neosho county, Kansas, where he settled in June, 1869, with

his family, consisting of his wife and three sons: William V., Rollin M.

and Ortley E. The father Avas born in Connersville, Indiana, January 5,

1831. His wife, Mrs. Eleanor M. Wherrett, was a native of Delaware, born

in May, 1831. and a daughter of Virden and Hannah Dutton. The pater-

nal grandparents were from Kentucky and removed to Indiana a short time

prior to the birth of their son, I. N. Wherrett, while the grandfather died

soon after that event. The child was then reared by his mother's family^
who were also from Kentucky, and his early life was .spent upon a farm.

Later he learned tlio trnrlo of harness and saddlerv makino-, which he fol-
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lowed for a time and afterward engaged in farming and in teaching in the

country schools in the winter seasons. Becoming a member and adjutant

of the One Hundred and First Indiana Volunteer Infantry and later as cap-

tain of Company G, One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Indiana Regiment,

during the period of the Civil war, he took part in the battles of Missionary

Ridge, Chattanooga and other engagements of that campaign. Following
his return from the front he was connected with the provost marshal's office

and afterward engaged in business as a contractor and builder until his re-

moval to Kansas. In the Sunflower state he carried on farming and also

conducted a country store and served as postmaster at Veitsburg, Neosho

county, Kansas, but is now living retired, enjoying a hale and hearty old

age in the, seventy-eighth year of his life. His wife died in 1872 in Colorado

Springs, whither she had gone on account of ill health. Five years later

Mr. AVherrett married again, his second union being with a Mrs; ]\Iead, who
also survives.

Rollin ]M. Wherrett, the second son of the first marriage, was born in

1856 and lives with his family at Chanute, Kansas. Ortley E. AVherrett was

born in August, 1865, and is now living in Kansas City with his family,

owning and conducting a drug store at Eleventh and Grand streets.

W. Y. Wherrett, whose name introduces this record, acquired his edu-

cation in the public schools of Wabash, Indiana, for after removing to the

west he had no further opportunity of attending school. He assisted in

opening up the farm during the summer months, working with ox-teams,

and in the winter of 1869-70 was employed in a sawmill and continued to

Avork in that way in other winter seasons until 1874. Much time, however,
was spent in assisting his father in clearing land in the river bottoms, haul-

ing logs, wood and lumber, building fencas and otherwise carrying on the

development of the farm. On the 1st of January, 1904, he entered the

drug and grocery store of Dr. Ira Steinberger at Erie, Kansas, living with

the doctor's family but sleeping in the store. His early inclinations were

for the study of civil engineering and architecture, but his father wished

him to become a physician, and his first year with Dr. Steinberger was

spent in preliminary study in that line. He did not find the study very

congenial, however, and as it was necessary that he provide for his own sup-

port, his father having met with financial reverses, he took up the study of

the drug biLsiness instead of medicine. In April, 1877, he came to Kansas

City and entered the employ of J. W. Wood & Company, wholesale drug-

gists, as order clerk, bill clerk and shipping clerk. In fact he worked in

every part of the house and gained intimate knowledge of the business in

detail. This business was sold to Meyers Brothers & Company in 1878 and
Mr. Wherrett remained with the new firm in different capacities until 1884.

In the preceding year was celebrated the marriage of j\Ir. Wherrett and
Miss Lou Tincher, of Berlin, Illinois, and they began keeping house in a

little cottage which Mr. Wherrett had purchased at 618 Holmes street. In

January, 1884, he removed to Chanute, Kansas, purchasing a retail drug
store from Dr. J. H. Light, conducting the enterprise successfully until

July, 1891. At one time he owned considerable property in Chanute and
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took an active interest in the general upbuilding and improvement of the

town. While there he filled the only public office that he has ever held—
that of councilman. In April, 1891, hi- wife died, while two children had

previously passed aw^ay in infancy.

Following the death of his wife Mr. Wherrett disposed of hi.-^ interests

in Chanute and returned to Kansas City on the 1st of October, 1891, again

entering the office of the Meyers Brothers Drug Company, continuing with

that firm until they sold to the Evans-Gallagher Drug Company in ^Nlay,

1893. In 1895 he again become connected with the Meyers Brothers Drug

Company in their St. Louis house, where he conti-nued until January, 1896.

Mr. Gallagher retired from' the partnership of the Evans-Gallagher Drug

Company and the Evans-Smith Drug Company was incorporated, Mr. Wher-

rett entering the company as its treasurer. The house today is well known
as importers and Avholesalers of drugs and the business is most extensive.

In 1898 ]\Ir. Wherrett was married to ]\Iiss Anna Peacock, a daughter
of Charles G. and Louisa Peacock and a native of Independence, Missouri,

where she Avas reared. There is one child of this marriage, William Y., Jr.,

who was born May 13, 1899. The family residence was maintained at No.

4112 McGee street until June, 1907, when they removed to the corner of

Sixtv-third and Brookivn streets.

Mr. Wherrett has little time for other interests outside of his business,

yet he is a member of the Commercial Club and the Credit Men's Associa-

tion. He was reared in the faith of the Methodist church and his wife be-

longs to the Westport Avenue Presbyterian church. He is preeminently a man
of domestic tastes, yet finds great enjoyment in his business, knowing well that

gratification which comes from the successful accomplishment of Avhat one

undertakes. His leisure hours he prefers to spend in his own home and its

surroundings away from the crowded districts of the city.

JOSEPH D. COSBY

The business career of Joseph D. Cosby has been attended with many
obstacles, but his persistency of purpose, which is perhaps his most marked

characteristic, has enabled him to overcome all that has impeded his pro-

gress, so that at the present time he is numbered among the residents of

Kansas City who are now receiving substantial benefits from their labor.

He is well known here as the proprietor of the Hotel Cosby, at the corner

of Ninth and Baltimore streets. He was born in Hart count}', Kentucky,
in the opening hour of the new year of 1851, the family home being at

the head of Round Stone, Avhere is situated the largest spring iii.llie world.

The name was originally spelled Crosby, but later generations have used the

present form of orthography. His parents were Charles L. and Martha

Emcrinc (Clarkson) Cosby. His grandfather, Overton Cosby, came from

London, England, to America at an early day, in company with two broth-

ers, while one brother remained behind in London and eventually became
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lord mayor of the city, and at his death left a fortune of seven million dol-

lars to his brothers. They refused to claim it, however, their pride prevent-

ing because he would not assist them when they wexe poor and needed help.

They had to work their passage across to the United States, and settling in

Virginia they changed the spelling of the name to the present form. They

possessed what stood them in better stead than capital
—resolute purpose and

untiring industry
—and eventually became well to do. Overton Cosby mar-

ried Ann Bissett and unto them were born four children: Charles L.,

Thomas, Dabney John and Joseph Overton. After living for some time in

Virginia, the father, Overton Cosby, removed with his family to Nelson

county, Kentucky, becoming a pioneer there.

His son, Charles L. Cosby, was born on a plantation in Nelson county,

February 22, 1807, and acquired his education in the St. Joseph Catholic

College at Bardstown, Kentucky. He left school at the age of twenty-one
vears and was then married to INIiss Martha Emerine Clarkson, a daughter

of James F. Clarkson. They located at Round Stone and Mr. Crosby be-

came one of the most prominent, influential and successful business men
of that locality. He conducted mills for the manufacture of lumber and

also for the weaving of cotton and woolen cloth. He likewise carried on

a factory for the manufacture of wagons and plows and was the owner of

three thouisand acres of land. He displayed marked executive and business

ability and an aptitude for successful management which enabled him to rise,

from the ranks of the many and stand among the more successful few. He
died at Upton, Kentucky, not far from Round Stone, in 1874, and thus passed

away one whose worth to the community was widely recognized. He be-

longed to the Masonic fraternity and his early political allegiance Avas given
to the whig party, while later he became a stalwart democrat. His widow,
who was born at Big Spring, Kentucky, is still living in that state and is

a consistent member of the Methodist Episcopal church. The family of

this worthy couple numbered fourteen children : Imogene, Junius, Junius

(2), James F., John, Lucy, George, Charles, Joseph, Menoah, Mattie,

William, Henry and Eudolpho.

Joseph Cosby attended the public schools near his father's home be-

tween the ages of six and thirteen years, and then, filled with a boy's spirit

of adventure, he ran away, with only forty cents in his pocket. He walked

forty miles the first day to Big Spring, Kentucky, where he began working
on a farm for his uncle, Anslem Clarkson. He was thus employed for three

months, for which he received twenty-four dollars, and leaving the farm he

next made his way to A^ersailles, Kentucky, where he secured employment on

the farm of Morgan and McGee, the senior member being a brother of the

famous Confederate raider. On leaving the south Mr. Cosby became a resi-

dent of Quincy, Illinois, and ran on the Hamilton & St. Joseph Railroad as

news agent during the years of 1867 and 1868. Realizing that that business

might be made a very profitable one. he afterward arranged to take the news

business of the St. Joseph & Denver Railroad and several other lines. In

the undertaking he pro.spered and subsequently removed to St. Louis, Mis-

siouri, from which town he superintended the news business on a number
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of difTerent railways. From the beginning his success constantly increased

until he gave up the business in 1877 with a capital sufficient to enable

him to purchase a restaurant at the corner of Twelfth and Poplar streets,

in St. Louis. There he profitably carried on business for seven years and

when he sold out received what he had paid for the property when the build-

ing was new and ten thousand dollars additional. He next opened up the

finest dairy lunch room in St. Louis, at No. 808 Olive street, but at the end

of a year leased it to A. W. Fagin. The Odd Fellows erected a building at

the corner and in so doing undermined the rastaurant, which collapsed,

killing forty-five people. Mr. Cosby opened a hotel at No. 110-112 Broad-

way, St. Louis, conducting it for a year, when he sold out at a sacrifice and

came to Kansas City. At this time he was indebted to his brother to the

sum .of twenty-three hundred dollars and had a wife and family to support.

His brother conducted a news, cigar and fruit business in the Union depot

and ^Ir. Cosby worked for him for twelve years. In the meantime, however,

he went to Guthrie, Oklahoma, and settled upon a lot, but his claim was

contested in the courts and he spent twenty-two hundred dollars in litiga-

tion, at last losing his claim. That lot today is worth forty thousand dollars.

He also had built a hotel on it but had to mortgage the property and also

lost it.

Under circumstances which would have utterly discouraged and dis-

heartened many a man of less resolute spirit, jNIr. Cosby embarked in ])usi-

ness anew and in 1889 opened the Cosby Hotel, which he has since con-

ducted. Previous to this time the building was mostly used for office

purposes, but Mr. Cosby remodeled it, transforming it into a good hotel with

sixty-six sleeping apartments. For nine years he has been pro])riotor of the

hotel, which has long since become a paying property.
On the 4th of May, 1884, in St. Louis, occurred the marriage of Mr.

Cosbv and Miss Theresa Pickel, who was born in Cicrmanv and at the aue
of twelve years became a resident of St. Louis. Their children are: Eva-

lyne, now the wife of AVright Rutan, of Kansas City; and Olive, at home.
Mr. and Mrs. Cosby have gained imniy friends during their residence here

and are well known. Starting out in life for liiinself when l)ut thirteen

year.s of age, Mr. Cosby has since depended entirely u])on his own resources

and the energy and diligence which he has displayed con.<titute the l)asis

upon whicli he has l)uilded whatever prosperity is his.

.\P,UI).\n .1. FUD-GE.

There is no i-ccord which the Anieric;ni jx'ojdc hold in as higli i-egard

as that of the self-made man—the man who carves out his fortune in the

face of opposition and of competition, who wins success ])y the exercise of

his native talents and tlie iiii]>i'o\cnient of op))ortunities wiiicli surround tlie

entire people. Such was the history of Abndah .1. Fudge, wlio figured for

a considerable period as a blading business man of Kansas Citw liis record
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reflecting credit upon this city which he chose as his place of residence.

Here he engaged in the wholesale produce business, with branch stores at

various points. He arrived here in 1885 and from that time until his

demise operated extensively in the line indicated.

He was a native of Shelby county, Missouri, born March 20, 1853, his

parents being Jeremiah and Amelia Jane Fudge. The mother died when

her son was but three years of age and he was reared by his eldest sister.

The father resided on a farm in Shelby county, Missouri, and afterward

removed to Cass county, where he spent his remaining days and was

extensively engaged in general agricultural pursuits.

Abudah J. Fudge was educated in the common schools of Cass county,

the home farm being located seven miles southwest of the town of Harrison-

ville. He assisted his father in the farm work until he became a young
man and then began buying grain in the south, operating mostly in Dallas,

Texas. The Avinter seasons were devoted to that business while the summer
months were spent upon the home farm. He met with splendid success as

a grain merchant and from this it was a legitimate step into the produce

business, which he established as a wholesale merchant in that line upon
his removal to Kansas City. His store was at No. 15 West Fourth street,

where he remained until his life's labors were ended in death. The favor-

able acquaintances he had formed in business circles and the enterprising

methods which he pursued in the conduct of his business interests led to

rapid and substantial growth and he extended the field of his activities by

establishing five or six branch stores in points in the vicinity of Kansas

City, there purchasing the country produce which he had handled as a

wholesale merchant. His trade reached large proportions and brought to

him a oratifving return on his investment.

]\Ir. Fudge was married to Miss Juan P. Benight, a daughter of Judge

Samuel D. and Dorothy (Payton) Benight. Her father was a prominent

attorney and served as judge of the court of Cass county, where he resided

during the greater part of his life. The mother still survives and now

resides at Harrisonville. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fudge were born three chil-

dren : Fannie V. and Margaret A., both of whom are living with their

mother, and Samuel A., who was formerly engaged in the produce business

in Kansas City, but is now residing on a ranch in California. The family

residence was maintained in Cass county until 1885, when they came to

Kansas City. After arriving here Mr. Fudge invested to some extent in

real estate and his widow now owns three nice residences on Brooklyn

avenue across from her home and from the property derives a good rental.

Her own home is a beautiful dwelling at No. 206 Brooklyn avenue, where

she is living with her daughters, dispensing gracious and warm-hearted hos-

pitality there to many friends. The death of the husband and father

occurred March 5, 1906, and Kansas City felt a distinct loss in business

circles, for he was one who contributed to the general commercial activity

and prospei-ity. In politics he was a democrat and fraternity Avas con-

nected Avith the "Woodmen of the World and other social organizations. He

was devoted to his familv and friend? and the many commendable traits
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of his character Avon liim uniform good will. ^NIi-s. Fudge is a member of

the Independent Avenue Christian church and is well known in the city,

where she lias now made her home for twenty-three years.

DAA7D RITTENHOUSE PORTER, M. D.

Dr. David RittenhoiLse Porter, one of the distinguished medical prac-

titioners and educators of Kansas City, a native of Steubenville, Jefferson

county, Ohio, born November 23, 1838. His father, Thomas A. Porter,

born in eastern Pennsylvania, w^as of Scotch Irish parentage, while the mother,

Mrs. Elizabeth (Fry) Porter, of Maryland, was of Holland lineage, being

descended from David Rittenhouse.

In the public schools of his native county Dr. Porter acquired his pre-

liminary education and, with the desire to become a practitioner of medi-

cine, he matriculated in the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk,
while later he studied in Bellevue Hospital Medical College in New York

city. The year 1859 Avitnessed his arrival in the middle west, and early in

1861 he enlisted for service as a private in the Fifth Regiment Volunteer

Cavalry at Fort Leavenworth under Colonel Powell Clayton, since United

States ambassador to Mexico. His last battle that engagement he was pro-

moted to the position of assistant surgeon of his regiment, with which he Avas

honorably discharged on the 10th of January, 1865, having never lost a

single day through furlough, leave of absence or otherwise. On the con-

trary he Avas ever found at his post of duty Avhether as a soldier in the rank=?

or in his professional capacity in ministering to the needs of the sick and

suffering.

Dr. Porter located for the active practice of his profession in Kansas

City on the 6th of June, 1865, and has resided here continuously since. In

1865 there Avere only about ten physicians practicing here. The rapid de-

velopment of the city has given him ample opportunity to prove his ability

and Avorth in the line of his chosen labor. In 1869 he became one of the

founders of the Kansas City Medical College and for a quarter of a century
he has filled chairs in that institution, having at different times been

professor of materia medica, genito urinary surgery and principles and prac-

tice of medicine, also emeritus professor of the principles and ]iractice of

medicine and clinical medicine in that institution. He lectures at tlie Uni-

versity of Kansas and at pi-c.-cnt is examining physician for a dozen or more

insurance companies, in addition to which ho has a large general practice.

He has been secretary And vice -president of the iNIissouri State Medical Asso-

ciation and representative of the same at the International ^Tedical Con-

gress in Philadelphia in 1876 and in Perl in in 1890. He is a member of

the Jackson County Medical Society and at one time served as its presi-

dent. He has been city physician and Avas president of the Kansas. City
board of health in 1878-9. Plis labors as an active practitioner and as an

educator Imve been rtf far-roaching effect and of great benefit to his felloAv-
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men. He has continually advanced in his profession, not only keeping

abreast with its leaders, but also contributing to the sum total of knowledge

which has promoted the efficiency of the physician and surgeon.

In 1870 Dr. Porter was married to Miss Ollie J. Smith, of Kalamazoo,

Michigan. His son, Pierre Rittenhouse Porter, is a graduate of Yale Col-

lege and of the law department cff Harvard University, and is now practicing

law in this city. Dr. Porter is identified with the Grand Army of the Re-

public and with the Loyal Legion, but the constantly increasing demands

of his profession have left him little leisure for social interests. However,

he possesses a very jovial nature and attractive personality, winning the

warm friendship and regard of young and old, rich and poor to such an

extent that the public are unwilling to allow him to in any degree put aside

his professional duties and enjoy the retirement which he so well merits. In

all of his practice he has manifested a humanitarian spirit that has been

one of the strong elements in his success. For forty-three years connected

with the medical fraternity in Kansas City, his ability has not only gained

for him a large private practice but has won him the attention of the pro-

fession throughout the state and in other sections of the country. He wat?

remarkably successful in early days in the treatment of malarial and con-

tagious diseases and active in advancing modern sanitary conditions, and

there are cited many tangible evidences of the fact that his life has been

one of great usefulness.

JOHN P. LOOMAS.

The extent and importance of the business interests which claimed the

time and attention of John P. Loomas, as well as his salient personal traits of

character, gained him rank with the prominent residents of Kansas City,

where he established his home in 1877, here residing to the time of his death.

He was a native of Menasha, Wisconsin, born January 11, 1854, of the

marriage of James and Margaret (Prince) Loomas, natives of England and

of the state of New York respectively. The father was just forty years of

age when he came to America, bringing with him forty thousand dollars in

gold, which was considered a great fortune as wealth was estimated in that

day. He purchased a large farm in the town of Menasha, Wisconsin, and

also owned an extensive woolen mill there, being thus connected with in-

dustrial as well as agricultural pursuits. His attention was chiefly given to

general farming, however, and he superintended the tilling of the soil upon

the home place throughout his remaining days. He was known as one of

the most public-spirited and enterprising men in that part of the county and

also bore an unassailable reputation for business integrity and honor. His

wife was an invalid for many years and spent the last nine months of her

life with her son John P., in Kansas City. There were five children in the

familv, four sons and a daughter, of whom three of the sons are now living.
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Reared iiiDon the home farm, John P. Loomas pursued his education in

the public schools of Menasha, Wisconsin, and when not busy with his text-

books he rendered assistance to his father in the work of plowing, plantin
and harvesting. He was also employed in different ways in Menasha until he

had saved a sufficient sum of money to enable him to pursue a course of

study in the commercial college at Oshkosli, Wisconsin. In early life it was

his ambition to become a lawyer but fate and circumstances seemed to shape
his course otherwise and with ready adaptability he took up the work at hand,

successfully accomplishing any task that claimed his attention. After leav-

ing the commercial college he started westward, visiting many points in the

western states and working in different mining camps. AVhile in Colorado

he was also engaged for a few months in herding sheep. He then returned

and settled in Joplin, Missouri, where he became connected with the mines

at that place but, hard times coming on, he lost all that he had made in the

interim.

Seeking then another field of labor, Mr. Loomas removed to Kansas City
in 1877, arriving here with but thirteen dollars. He possessed a strong de-

termination, indomitable courage and unfaltering energy and thus he started

in business life anew, determined to retrieve his lost possessions. He accepted

a position as bookkeeper with a commission firm of Clemens & Cloon at the

corner of Fourth and Walnut streets, continuing in that capacity for two

j-ears, during which time his business qualifications gained recognition by
the firm and he was then admitted to a partnership. He continued with the

house for about a year, after which he withdrew and established a commission

business on his own account at No. 503 Walnut street. In this he was quite

successful and engaged in the business until 1889, when he withdrew and

became a director in the American National Bank of Kansas City. He also

attended to the collections of the bank and was associated therewith for a few

years, when he practically gave up all business. In the meantime he had

prospered and as his financial resources had increased he had invested in real

estate and had become the owner of considerable income-bearing property.

In the early part of 1899 Mr. Loomas' friend*, who recognized his su-

perior business ability and executive force, urged him to take charge of the

management of the building of the great Convention Hall of Kansas City

and he did so. The structure was to be completed by the 4th of July of that

year in time to be occupied by the democratic national convention, but on

the 4tli of April, before the structure was finished, it was destroyed by fire,

being burned to the ground. The situation which confronted Mr. Loomas

was one which would have utterly discouraged a man of less resolute spirit

and adaptability but he was equal to the occasion and took charge of hun-

dreds of men in rebuilding the Convention Hall. In just throe months aflci' it

Avas destroyed by fire the hall was made ready for occupancy, being opened

for the great convention on the 4th of July. It is now one of the largest and

finest structures in the west. Mr. Loomas worked hard day and night with

his force of men to complete the building. When that work was completed he

lived retired, enjoying a well moritod rest through hi~ remain iii^ dnys.
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Mr. Loomas was married in his native county to Miss Mary Ida Huxley,
who was born in Neenah, Wisconsin, and was a daughter of Henry Huxley, a

native of Connecticut, who came west at an early day and purchased farms

in Neenah. He there bought and improved a number of farming

properties and was identified with agricultural interests in that locality

until his demise. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Loomas were born two children. Linda

is the wife of Charles M. Bush, a very prominent attorney of this city, with

offices at No. 1000 New York Life building and residence at No. 716 Benton

boulevard. John died January 11, 1895, at the age of six years and three

months.

The death of Mr. Loomas occurred May 17, 1901. He had ably done

his work in the world and had made for himself a creditable name and posi-

tion in business circles. He was always interested in the welfare of the city

and cooperated in many movements of public progress. His friends desired

that he should serve as mayor during the early years of his residence here but

he declined all political honors, although he gave stalwart support to the

republican party. His interest in the city's advancement, however, was deep

and sincere and his labors were frequently far-reaching along lines of munic-

ipal benefit. He took an active part in furthering the Priests of Pallas

parades each year and thus exploiting the resources of the city, and in 1887

had charge of the produce display in the first parade. He was a man of

marked individuality and left his impress upon public thought and action.

He wielded a wide influence, always on the side of progress and improve-

ment and Mrs. Loomas now has in her possession two fine memorials of her

husband presented to her by his friends, who were among the prominent bus-

iness men of the city.

Mrs. Loomas is an active and zealous member of the Fifth Presbyterian

church. She owns and occupies the Loomas residence at 2417 East Twelfth

street, which was erected by her husband twenty years ago. She also has

residence property on Wabash avenue and in other parts of the city, from

which she derives a good rental. Occupying her home with her is a relative,

Mrs. Mary Chalfant, the widow of Dr. Chalfant. She came to this city many

years ago and has been most prominent in its benevolent and charitable work

as the organizer of the Children's Home and of the Old Ladies' Home. She

is equally active as a worker in the Presbyterian church and has contributed

in substantial measure toward furthering the interests of the unfortunate.

JOHN ROBERT CROWE.

In the conservation of the development and prosperity in the southwest,

John Robert Crowe, as organizer and promoter of the J. R. Crowe Coal Min-

ing Company has been a most important factor. He entered upon life's activi-

ties October' 12, 1858, at Hampden, Ohio, with the mingled strains of the

blood of Irish and Dutch ancestry in his veins and in his business career he

has displayed many of the strong and sterling traits of the Celtic as well as
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Teutonic ancestry. His parents were David and Susan Crowe, the former

a stock-raiser who removed from Ohio to Kansas .-;oon after the hirth of his

son, John R. In the Sunflower state, therefore, the boy was reared and

through the medium of the public schools he acquired his education. At the

age of twenty-one years he entered the stock business with his father and con-

tinued in that Hue until 1884, when, mercantile life proving more alluring

to him, he became a factor in the commercial interests of AVeir City. Kan-

sas. In the meantime, however, he was studying the business outlook and pros-

pects of mining, and thinking to find it a congenial as well as profitable

field he became interested in zinc and lead mining at Galena. Missouri, and

in the Joplin district in 1891. In the latter part of that year, however, he

decided to confine his operations to coal mining and become active in the

development of coal properties at Weir City, Kansas, and in the Cherokee

district. He was thus continuously engaged until 1897, when he organized
the J. R. Crowe Coal Mining Company and in its gradual expansion has made
it one of the largest corporations of this character in the west. From time

to time he has purchased further coal-bearing fields, all in the southern part

of Kansas, and has opened additional mines so that he is sending their prod-

ucts into many sections of the country. The trade with all of it< ramify-

ing interests is now verv extensive and in addition to the J. R. Crowe Coal

Mining Company, he is a financial and administrative factor in various other

companies, being president of the Whitehead Coal jNIining Company and of

the Cherokee Coal Mining Company and a director of the Fleming Coal Com-

pany, the Cherokee Crescent Coal Company, the Southern Coal 'S: Mer-

cantile Company, the J. H. Bennett Coal Company and a director in the

Commerce Trust Company..
On the 25th of April, 1887, Air. Crowe married Miss Alargaret Hamilton,

and their children, two in number, are Robert Stewart and Mary C.

Air. Crowe has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite in

Masonry and belongs to the Commercial, the Elm Ridge, the Evanston Grolf

and the Kansas City Driving Clul)s—associations which indicate much of

the nature of his interests and his diversions. To see Mr. Crowe is to know
that he is an alert, energetic man, with keener insight than many of his

fellows, and that his judgment is equally sound is shown in the success which
has attended him in his active and constantly increasing field of operation.

ROBERT W. IHIJJKER.

Robert William llilliker, well kn(»wn as a jiionecr, banker, contractor

and iiiaiinfaclurcr. promoted, tlirougli his cxten.-ivc business interests, the

material welfare and substantial (l('velf)]jment of both Kan.sas City, AIis.souri,

and Kansas City, Kansas. Moi-covcr he was w?ll known in political circles,

liis o])iiiions carrying weight in paiiy councils, while his vicnvs relative to

busiiie-- ]»rnlilciiis were generally accepted as conclusive Ijy those who knew
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him, such was the respect entertained for his business wisdom and integ-

I'ity.

Mr. Hilliker dated his residence in Kansas City, Missouri, from 1866.

He was born in the state of New York in 1830, but wa^ only a small child

when his jDarents removed to Canada, where they resided until death. In

the private schools of that country Robert W. Hilliker was educated and,

made preparation for his life work. In his younger days, desiring to be-

come a contractor, he began studying and working along those, lines and

when a young man was employed at construction work of various kinds.

He then started out in business on his owm account as a contractor and his

first contract of any importance was for the building of the old Flint &

Holly Railroad, of Michigan, which he built during the period of the Civil

war.

The year 1865 witnessed his arrival in Kansas City, where he entered

business life in connection with all kinds of jobbing and contracting. He
Avas soon awarded the contract for the building of the first toll bridge here,

at the mouth of the Kaw river, w-hich bridge is now used as a pier by the

Kansas City Water Works Company. He next turned his attention to the

.stone business, owning an extensive quarry in the west bottoms, on the west

side of the river, where he employed many men in getting out stone. His

business became very extensive. He contracted and quarried the stone for

over one thousand buildings erected in the two Kansas Cities. He erected

one of the first stone buildings in Kansas City, Missouri, at the corner of

Fifth and Wyandotte streets, w^hich building is still standing. He did

the first paving and built the first viaduct in Kansas City, Kansas. He con-

tinued as a general contractor and dealer in stone for many years and was

very successful. He afterward turned his attention to the banking business,

for several years conducting a bank at Kansas City, Kansas, which was con-

nected with one of the larger banks in Kansas City, Missouri, and during

the financial trouble of 1901 both of these banks closed their doors. While

connected with banking Mr. Hilliker also conducted a jewelry business and

loan office, thus extending the scope of his activities. He conducted both

enterprises in Kansas City. Kansas, and closed them out when the bank

was closed. He then began the novelty manufacturing business, in which

he continued throughout his remaining days.

Mr. Hilliker was married twice. In Canada he wedded Miss Sarah Ann

Durkee. a native of that country, who engaged in teaching school there up
to the time of her marriage. She died in Kansas City, at the old home at

the corner of Seventh street and Pennsylvania avenue, September 16, 1872,

in the faith of the First Presbyterian church, of which she was a consistent

member. Her many good traits of heart and mind had endeared her to

many friends, who shared in the loss sustained by the family, to whom she

was a devoted wife and mother. There were six children by that marriage:

Charles E.. who is now engaged in the transfer business/ in Kansas City,

Missouri; James E.. a farmer now residing with his sister in Bethel. Kansas;

Henry T., who died in 1904. and who was a member of the fire department

of Kansas City, Kansas ;
Mrs. W. M. Smith, of Kansas City, Missouri

;
Sarah
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Elizabeth, the wife of W. C. Babbitt, a farmer residing at Bethel. Kaii^ac?;

and Margaret L., the widow of Simon J. Beattie, residing at Xo. 3945 Cen-

tral avenue. Her husbajid wa^ well known in railroad circles in the west

on the Union Pacific and other rtiilroads between Kansas City. Kansas and

Denver. He died in Kansas City. Missouri, in 1899, leaving his widow and

two sons, Walter and Loraine, aged sixteen and eleven years, respectively.

Mr. and Mrs. Beattie had been residing in Canada and were here on a visit

when ;Mr. Beattie died. Mrs. Beattie returned to Canada, where she re-

mained until 1903, when she sold her property in Kansas City. Kansas, and

also settled her father's estate, including the interests in the two Kansas

Cities and in Canada. She then purchased her present residence on

Central avenue, where she and her children make their home, and in the

communitv thev are widelv and favorablv known. After losing his first wife

^Ir. Hilliker was married to ^Irs. Martha Welsh, who died in Kansas City,

^lissouri. in 1899.

Mr. Hilliker continued in the manufacturing business until his death.

November 13, 1903, passing away at his old home at No. 15 Prospect avenue,
Kansas City, Kansas. He was well known as a political leader in the two

cities, being a stalwart supporter of the republican party. On that ticket

he was elected mayor of Kansas City. Kansas, filling the office for several

years and bringing to bear in the discharge of his duties the same spirit of

enterprise, business tilertness and sound judgment that characterized his

management of his private interests. He was also at one time a candidate

for congress and was a member of the city council and police commissioner

several years. At the time of his death he was president of the ^lanu-

facturers Association of Kanscis City. Missouri, and was also president of the

Bankers Association Kansas City, Kansas. He had a very wide acquaint-
ance among the pioneer business men of the two cities. Honorable in busi-

ness, loyal in citizenship, charitable in thought, kindly in action, there are

manv who vet cherish his memorv because of the sterling worth of his

character.

WILLIAM L. CAMPBELL, M. D.

Dr. William L. Campbell is a member of the Campbell family that has

been identified with the history of Missouri since 1824. A mitive of Kansas

City, he was born in the liistoric Harris Hou.se at Westport, now a portion
of the city, October 21. 1855. This house at that time was the principal
hotel of the southwest and was a notable point in connection with the border

war affairs. His father. John Campbell, was a prominent freighter on the

Santa Fe trail, operating between Westj>ort, Missouri, and Santa Fe, Now
Mexico, with immense wagon trains. He employed many men and while

he made Santa Fe his home he spent much of his time at the starting point
of his line—Westport. His prominence in connection with the early develop-
ment of the city caused one of its highways to be named in his honor.—
Campbell street,—while Charlotte street was named for Dr. Campbell's
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mother, a lady of unusual literary ability and a descendant of the Duke of

Argyle, who because of his religious opinions was executed during the days
of religious intolerance and persecution.

Dr. Campbell is a graduate of the Kemper Military Institute at Boon-

ville. ^Missouri, and is an alumnus of the Kansas Citv University bv reason

of his having graduated at the Kansas City Medical College, which has been

merged into the university as its medical department. In his boyhood days
Dr. Campbell made his best coui'se in his studies of the classics, becoming

particularly proficient in Latin and Greek. After leaving school he kept up
his Latin studies, it being his custom to devote an hour before breakfast each

morning to the study of Latin and to dumb bell exercises, exercising with a

Latin book propped open before him. During his vacations he became thor-

oughly familiar with the ^lissouri and ^lississippi rivers, ha^dng a pilot's

knowledge of those streams from St. Louis to Fort Leavenworth, and while

he never followed the river as an occupation, he was much interested in the

stream and regarded it as the regulator of railway rates. He was among
those who established the St. Louis v?c Kansas City packet line in 1890, own-

ing and operating the steamers A. L. Mason, State of Kansas and State of

Missouri.

In his early manhood while pursuing his medical studies. Dr. Campbell
concluded that his then youthful appearance would militate against him as

a medical practitioner and in consequence temporarily abandoned the field

of medicine for several years and was during that period connected with the

newspapers of the city. He finally returned to the healing art, however, with

special reference in his practice to emergency surgery and expert testimony

in court. He is a member of the Jackson County Medical Society, the Missouri

State Medical Society and the American Medical Association, which is the

national medical association of the United States. He has constantly broad-

ened his knowledge in professional fields by research, experience and investi-

gation and stands prominent among those who have gained distinction as

members of the medical fraternity in Kansas City.

Of broad humanitarian views and principles, recognizing as few have

done specific needs along various lines, Dr. Campbell has closely associated

himself with public charities and his labors have been directly beneficial to

benevolent work. He is one of the trustees of the Gillis Opera House, which

gives six hundred dollars in cash each month to the Gillis Orphans Home,

his associate trustee being Judge E. L. Scarritt. Another notable charitable

work which he has fostered was the establishment of a playground for the

children of the overcrowded unsanitary tenements of the "north end." In

this he was as.?ociated with Judge Scarritt and Judge AVilliam II. Wallace,

who donated the use of the vacant lot known as Shelley Park as a playground.

The gentlemen mentioned were the principal owners of Shelley Park and

the Women's Club equipped the grounds with amusement contrivances, and

it was used for years for the benefit of the children of the neighborhood.

Dr. Campbell is an officer of and one of the active workers in the Kansas

City Historical Society and is also identified with the :Missouri Folk Lore

Societv. While not a communicant he has alwavs affiliated with the Southern
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Presbyterian church, of Avhich relimovis body his mother Avas one of the oris;-

inal members in Kansas City, when the first church of that denommation

was organized ^lay 25, 1857. His pohtical support is giyen to the democracy.
He has always been a firm beheyer in Kansas City's future and has demon-

strated his faith in the city by his somewhat extensiye inyestments in reai

estate. He is looking forvyard hopefully toward a greater city and is doing
his full share toAyard accomplishing results in this direction. A prominent

representatiye of one of the oldest families of this part of the state, he has

from his early manhood to the present time been associated Avith interests

of utmost yalue in promoting the material upbuilding and the progress of the

city along social, intellectual, beneyolent and moral lines.

HENRY" KOCH.

In a history of those residents of Ivansas City who Avere once actiye fac-

tors in her business life but haye now passed from the scene of earthly

interests, mention should be made of Henry Koch, Avho Ayas born October 3,

1851, near Osage Bluff in Cole county, Missouri, and died at his home at

No. 1413 East Fourteenth street on the 1st of April, 1894. His father, John
P. Koch, a natiye of Germany, Avas born near Delau, February 8, 1809, and

as a young man came to the United States, landing at New Orleans, Ayhence

he proceeded up the Mississippi riyer to Jefferson City. He AA-as married in

Germany but his first AA-ife died in this country, leaying a daughter, Cath-

erine, Avho became the AA'ife of John Jacobs and died at Osage BlufT, Missouri.

After coining to this country John P. Koch AA'as married in Jefferson City,

Missouri, to Miss Barbara Engelbrecht, Avho crossed the Atlantic to the Uni-

ted States AA^hen sixteen years of age. Following his marriage Mr. Koch })ur-

chased a farm iicai- Osage Bluff, AA'here he carried on general agricultural

pursuits until liis death on the 11th of Juno, 1887. His Avife passed away
two years later, on the 16th of March, 1889. Their children Avere: Anna,
AA'ho became the wife of Louis Bachman and died in California: Henry and

Mary, now Mrs. .b)hn Meier, of Jefferson City, Missouri.

Henry Koch, the only son of the family, pursu'od a common-scliool edu-

cation and in his boyhood days aided in the work of the home farm, early be-

coming familiar Avith all the tasks incident to the deyelopment and improye-

ment of a tract of land utilized in the production of crops. In early manhood

he also taught school foi- seyeral years in Colo county.

]t was in ("arly manhood that Mr. Kocli was married, on the 12th of

October, 1875, to Miss Margaretha Steininger, AA'ho Avas born in Osage City,

Missouri, February 14, 1857, and Avas educated in the country schools. Her

father Avas born in Germany and came to the United States in 1841. \\

the time of the Ciyil Ayar he .«eryed as a member of the home militia. He
AA'as building a new house on his farm near Osage Bluff and Avas Avorking on

the roof when General Price came along Avith his army and took him ]n'isoner,

holding him in captiyity for some time. He AA'as a stanch supporter of the
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Union eau.<e and it was because of his sympathy with the Federal government
that the Confederate general held him a captive until exchanged.

For four years after their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Koch lived upon the

liome farm belonging to his father and later he carried on general agricul-

tural punsuits for several years on his own farm of one hundred and twenty
acres near Osage Bluff, bringing the fields under a high state of cultivation.

Later he sold that property and bought one hundred and twenty acres near

Jefferson City, Missouri, his time and energies being then given to its fur-

ther development and improvement. At length, however, he determined to

retire from agricultural life and to give his attention to commercial pursuits.

Accordingly he took up his abode in Kansas City, July 20, 1887, and pur-
chased a grocery store at No. 1413 East Fourteenth street. There he carried

on a successful business until his death and was a respected and well known
merchant whose business methods were entirely honorable and trustworthy.

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Koch were born four children : Emma S., now the

wife of H. C. Williams, of Kansas City; Alma C, who is bookkeeper for

Hedinger Brothers of Kansas City; William C, and Oscar H.. both with

Peet Brothers and still at home. To his family !Mr. Koch was devoted, his

interests centering in the welfare and happiness of his wife and children.

His political allegiance was given to the republican party and he never

faltered in support of an opinion or position which he believed to be right,

political or otherwise. In 1871 he was converted and became a member of

the German Methodist Episcopal church at Osage Bluff. He served as

steward in the church and as a Sunday school teacher and was active in var-

ious departments of the church w^ork, while his entire life was in harmony
with his professions. He was lenient in his criticisms of others, charitable in

thought, kindly in purpose and generous in action, and his memory is there-

fore sacredly cherished by many who knew him.

FRANK HAGERMAN.

This is an age of specialization. Business interests have been developed

to such a complex and intricate point that it is almost impossible for one to

become master of all departments of any given science or commercial under-

taking, and through the natural processes of evolution the specialist has be-

come the strongest factor in the business life of the present. While well

grounded in the general principles of law, Frank Hagerman of the Kansas

City bar is now devoting his time and energies chiefly to corporation law and

is a legal representative of many prominent corporate interests.

A native of Clark county, Missouri, Mr. Hagerman was born April 27,

1857, and pursued his literary education in the public schools of Keokuk,

Iowa, completing a high school course at the age of seventeen. He had al-

ready determined to make the practice of law his life work and immediately

following his graduation began his preliminary reading in the office and
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under the direction of P. T. Lomax of that city, being admitted to the bar

two years later, at the age of nineteen.

Mr. Hagerman at once entered upon his practice and at twenty-one

years of age Avas elected city attorney of Keokuk—the only public office that

he has ever consented to hold. On the 1st of January, 1881, he became a mem-
ber of the firm of Hagerman, McCrary & Hagerman, the senior partner being
his elder brother, James Hagerman, now general solicitor for the Missouri,

Kansas & Texas Railroad. In 1884 James Hagerman removed to Topeka,

Kansas, and the firm became McCrary & Hagerman. In 1886, Frank Hager-
man became a member of the firm of Anderson, Davis & Hagerman, contin-

uing in practice in Keokuk until 1887, when he came to Kansas City and

entered the firm of Pratt, McCrary, Ferry & Hagerman, the second member
of the firm being formerly United States Circuit Judge ^McCrary, who died

in 1890, the other partners continuing in practice together until 1896, when
Mr. Hagerman withdrew and has since been alone. He has kept strictly to

the law and outside of active participation in politics save in the exercise of

his right of franchise. Eugene McQuinlan, compiler of the Missouri Digest,

dedicated that work to Mr. Hagerman in recognition of his conspicuous posi-

tion in the profession. He makes a specialty of corporation law and has thor-

oughly informed himself concerning this great branch of jurisprudence. In

this connection he had conducted more important litigated interests and is

everywhere regarded as a wise counselor and safe adviser. He was al.-o one

of the five original receivers of the Lombard Investment Company and later

became sole receiver, closing up its affairs.

On the 27th of February, 1887, Mr. Hagerman was married to Miss

Ella Comstock. of St. Louis. Mr. Hagerman is a gentleman of broad literary

attainments and general knowledge, ever characterized by studious habits

and diligent research. The circle of hLs acquaintance is select rather than

large and those who receive his friendship find in him a most entertaining

and congenial companion.

WiLLTA:\[ M. XFWHAM.

Williiiiii M. Xcwliaiii, deceased, bccaiiic a resident of Kansas City dur-

ing the f(»i'niali\(' period in its history and liis name is therefore found on

the roll of ils pioneers. A native of Culpeper eonnty, N'irginia. Ih' ^\as l)orn

September 2, 1840, and came as a young man of twenty-six to the west.

His parents were Dr. We>ley 'l\ and Annie (Ah)rgan) Xewham, also natives

of the Old Dominion. 'I'lie father, a member of the medical jirofession,

devoted his enlire life to tliat callintj; and i^racticed in many towns in Ylr-

ginia.

As a ]tn|>il in llie public schools of liis natixc county William M. New-
ham mastered tlie liranclics of learning which constituted the foundation

of his success in lniei- life. On leaving liome he went to Chillicothe, Ohio,

where his brother. Car-on Xewlnnii. was engaged in the dry-goods business,
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and for a few years was associated with him, so continuing until 1866, when

he sought the opjjortunities of the west. He came to Kansas City with

his brother, who here estabUshod a grocery store, WilUam ]\I. Newham be-

coming a clerk therein. He was thus engaged for several years, after which

he accepted a position as salesman in the dry-goods store of C. H. Moore with

whom he continued until the failure of the house. Mr. Newham afterward

became a clerk in the Gans dry-goods store and later was thus en-

gaged in different establishments of the city until he began business on

his own account in quarrying stone, in that district of the city known as

the west side. This proved a profitable venture but he only continued in

the business for about a year, when ill health forced his withdrawal from

that line of activity. He disposed of his business and from that time after-

ward Ii\cd retired save for the supervision which he gave to the farm owned

by his wife in Kansas, not far from the' city. His health, however, did

not permit close attention to business and he died at his old home at No.

1714 ^lain street, where he long resided, passing away May 28, 1880.

In Kansas City Mr. Newham was married to Miss Annie McGee, whose

birth occurred in the old McGee home at the corner of Nineteenth street

and Baltimore avenue, her parents being Fry P. and ]\Iarth;i (Booth)

McGee, both natives of Kentucky. The former was a son of James H.

McGee, of the Blue Grass state, who removed with his family to Kansas

City about 1827. Since that time the McGees have figured as one of the

most prominent families of the city. James H. McGee. however, passed

away in May, 1840. His son. Fry P. McGee, purchased a farm of one hun-

dred and sixty acress in what is now the heart of the business district of

Kansas City. The land covered the territory w^hich is now intersected by

Nineteenth and Main streets and Baltimore avenue. There Fry P. McGee

burned the brick and erected the first brick house in Kansas City in the

year 1841. His broad acres claimed his attention and his time and energies

were devoted to general agricultural pursuits for several years, after which

he went to the far west, settling in Oregon,' where he carried on farming

for a year. He then returned and purchased a large farm in Osage

county. Kansas, taking up the task of cultivating the fields and bringing

them into a state of rich fertility. Upon his farm he also built a store and

engaged in general merchandising, it being an excellent location, as it was

located on what will always be known in history as the old Santa Fe trail.

There he supplied the wants of the neighborhood with such articles as are

generally found in a general mercantile establishment and also carried on

farming throughout the remainder of his days, both he and his wife resid-

ing at that place until called to the home beyond.

ITnto :\Ir. and Mrs. Newham were born four children: Herbert M.,

the eldest, now traveling salesman for the Pviehl Harness & Saddlery Com-

pany of Kansas City, married Miss Edith Barry and resides at No. 3340

Wabash avenue; Victor M., who is engaged with a grocery company of Kansas

City, wedded Augusta Gifky and makes his home at No. 1714 Main street;

Turner A., a bookkeeper with the George B. Peck Dry Goods Company,

married Bertha Rattie and thev re.<ide with his mother; William A., who
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was killed in a railroad accident in February, 1905, had married Lizzie

Scott and she died in July, 1905, six months after the death of her husband,

leaving a daughter, Elizabeth, who now, at the age of four years, is being

reared by her grandmother, Mrs. Newham.

For a brief period Mr. Newham was' a soldier of the Civil war. His

political allegiance was always given to the democracy and although he

was a member of no society or church he was a man of exemplary habits

and a lover of home, devoted to the welfare of his wife and children, his

personal traits of character being such as gained for him the good will and

trust of all with w^hom he was associated. Following her husband's death

Mrs. Newham continued to reside at the old home at No. 1714 Main street

until about two years ago, when she purchased her present home at No. 3614

Euclid avenue, where she is living with her son and his wife and her

little granddaughter. She also owns other property in the city, together

with one hundred and sixty acres in Osage county, Kansas, from which she

derives a gratifj'ing rental. The name of McGee is known to every pioneer
resident of Kansas City and Jackson county and McGee street, one of the

leading business and residence streets of the city, was named in honor of

th'6 family.

THOMAS M. BARHAM.

Thomas M. Barham, secretary of the W. R. Pickering Lumber Com-

paiiy and thus active in control of one of the extensive lumber interests of

the great Mississippi valley, was born in Greene county, Missouri, February

10, 1867. His father, William F. Barham, was a prominent farmer and

stockman, who married Tennessee Duncan. Both were natives of this state.

The father is now deceased but the mother resides in Ash Grove, Missouri.

The Barhams are one of the old families of this state, the grandfather,
Thomas G. Barham, having settled in Greene county, Missouri, upon his

removal from Virginia in 1828.

Entering school at the usual age, Thomas M. Barham passed through
consecutive grades until he completed his studies by the high school course

at Ash Grove, Missouri, to which place he removed Avith his parents when
twelve years of age. On putting aside his text-books he entered business life

as a clerk in a grocery store, where he continued for six months. He after-

ward spent three years as a salesman in a hardware and implement store at

Ash Grove, Missouri, and for two years was employed in the Bank of Ash
Grove. He next entered the Bank of Springfield at Springfield, Missouri,

where he spent four years as bookkeeper, paying teller and receiving teller.

On the expiration of that period he became a member of the firm and credit

man in the wholesale dry goods house of J. M. Doling Sons & Bell, which

was his business association through the succeeding three and a half years.

He next spent a year and a half as cashier of the Bank of Marionville and
on the 1st of February, 1897, joined the W. R. Pickering Lumber Company
as secretary. He has so continued to the present writing, in 1908, and his
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judgment and ability are highly appreciated by all of his associates in the

Pickering interests, both principles and employes. He is likewise secretary
and treasurer of the Louisiana Central Railroad Company and secretary of

the Pickering Land & Timber Company, while the town of Barham in

Louisiana was named in his honor.

On the 22d of January, 1901, Mr. Barham was married to Miss Beulah

Bills, a daughter of the late Dr. A. R. Bills, of Sulphur Springs, Arkansas.

He has taken all of the degrees in the York Rite of Masonry and is a valued

member of the Kansas City, the Evanston Golf and the Commercial clubs

and the Hoo Hoos. He possesses a social, genial nature w^hich wins him

many friends, and while his business interests are extensive and important
he yet finds time for life's courtesies and the appreciation of its social amen-

ities. His business career has been marked by an orderly progression. He
is a man of well balanced capacities and powers and eminently a man of

business sense, who easily avoids the mistakes and disasters that come to those

who, though possessing remarkable faculties in some respects, are liable to

erratic movements that result in unwarranted risk and failure. He pos-

sesses sufficient courage to venture where a favoring opportunity is presented
and his judgment and even-paced energy generally carry him forward to

the goal of success.

ALBERT M. HUGHES.

Albert M. Hughes, president of the A. M. Hughes Paint & Glass Com-

pany of Kansas City, was born at Brampton, Ontario, Canada, October 12,

1865. His father, William H. Hughes, came to the United States in 1869

and resided in Missouri and Texas prior to coming to Kansas City, where he

made his home and was for many years engaged in business as a real-estate

dealer.

Albert M, Hughes of this review entered business life as an employe in

the paint-manufacturing house of Campbell & Cutler, of Kansas City, in

1881, and there mastered the business, becoming familiar with it in principle

and detail. He continued in that line in the employ of others for eight years

and then embarked in business on his own account in 1889 as a member of

the firm of Sewall & Hughes. That relation was maintained for six years,

when in 1895 he withdrew and organized the A. M. Hughes Paint & Glass

Company, of which he became president, with Hutton Crater, as vice presi-

dent. W. J. Hughes as treasurer and C. H. Hughes as secretary, the last two

being brothers of our subject. The business was originally capitalized for

ten thousand dollars but in 1897 this was increased to twenty-five thousand

and in 1899 to sixty thousand dollars. In the latter year they moved into

their new building with thirty thousand square feet of floor space at Twenty-

fourth street and Broadway, while the city office is at No. 1204-6 Walnut

street. The factory is the largest of the kind west of the Mississippi river

and the products number about forty. Supplies are handled in the jobbing
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department and the trade extends to California and to Mexico. In 190-4 the

capital stock was increased to one hundred thousand dollars, and they moved
into a new factory at Xo. 2107 to 2115 Broadway and today have the largest

paint factory west of Chicago, ^h. Hughes and his associates are members
of the Manufacturers Association of Kansas City and he is well known in

business circle,s as one whose development and rise in the commercial world

is due to his possession of those substantial qualities of energy, perseverance
and well directed effort, which have constituted a safe foundation upon which
to build success.

JUDGE EDWARD LUCKY SCARRITT.

In Judge Edward Lucky Scarritt Kansas City has a citizen entitled to

threefold prominence—an able lawyer, a successful business man and a noted

philanthropist. In all of these worthy lines he is justly disting-uished and

yet wears his honors with becoming modesty. Few are the men who have

done as much for mankind as has Judge Scarritt but it would never be

aUowu were it left for him to tell. His business interests have been of a

character that have contributed to general development and prosperity as

well as to individual success and in the accumulation of wealth he has never

been neglectful of his duties and obligations to his fellowmen but on the

contrary with helpful spirit has put forth earnest and effective labor to

ameliorate the hard conditions of life for the unfortunate. He is moreover

one of the able and distinguished lawvers of Kansas Citv and a native son

of Jackson county, his birth having occurred near his present residence on

the 30th of August, 1853. He is the eldest son of the Rev. Dr. Xathan

Scarritt. His paternal grandparents, removing westward from New Hamp-
shire, became residents of Alton. Illinois, and Dr. Nathan Scarritt. leaving

the old homestead in 1848, came to Westport Landing. He Avas thereafter

prominently identified with the city's development and progress along ma-

terial, intellectual and moral lines, leaving his impress upon the community
in a way which time cannot obliterate, while many hold his memory rev-

erently in their hearts. The maternal grandfather of Edward L. Scarritt

was Colonel "William ^l. Chick, who came to the west from Virginia in 1840

and was one of the original proprietors of the town of Kansas, now Kan-

sas City.

At the usual age Edward L. Scarritt became a public-school student,

passing through successive grades until he had completed the high school

course, subsequent to which time he continued his literary education in

Pritchett Institute at Gla.-gow, Mi.^.-ouri. For one year he was a student in

the law school of Harvard University and further continued his preparation

for the bar with Warwick Hough, later supreme judge of Missouri, as his

preceptor, being admitted to the bar at Kansas City in September. 1873.

While studying law he spent two years in business as a tobacco buyer and

stock breeder in Jloward countv. Mi.-.souri.
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Mr. Scarritt began the practice of his chosen profession at Glasgow,

Missouri, in 1875 as junior partner in the firm of Caples & Scarritt but, seek-

ing a broader field of labor, in January, 1877, he located for practice in

Kansas City, where he afterward formed a partnership with W. A. Alderson

under the firm style of Scarritt & Alderson. At a later date he joined a

former fellow student, J. R. Riggins, as senior partner of the firm of Scarritt

& Riggins, which relationship was maintained until 1882, when he began

practice with his brother, William C. Scarritt. Subsequently his brother-

in-law, Elliott H. Jones, and Colonel J. K. Griffith were admitted to the firm

under the name of Scarritt, Griffith & Jones. ''The boy is father to the

man" is a truth certainh^ demonstrated in the career of Edward L. Scarritt.

His early life and character gave indication of his future usefulness. He
has never aimed at ephemeral brillicincy or signal momentary results but

at a thoughtful and careful avoidance of fatal mistakes and at permanent
achievements. He has succeeded in all respects which constitute success as

an attorney at law, a result attained by a devotion to his profession and close

attention to his business. The outcome is not the result of chance but

eventuates from his native abilities, which he has cultivated and given

direction to and he has made good use of his opportunities. In the walks

of life where intelligence, honor and manliness are regarded at their real

worth he has by the practice of these virtues attained an honorable position

at the bar and in the connnunity and won the respect of all who know him.

of the Kansas City State Bank and has been identified with street railway

perity of Kansas City. He was one of the incorporators and is a director

Mr. Scarritt has been active in the commercial development and pros-

building as an incorporator of the Northeast Street Railway Company, now a

part of the Metropolitan Street Railway System. He assisted in founding

the Kansas City Law School and for several years has been an instructor in

that institution. The only political offices he has held have been in the direct

path of his profession. In 1885 he was appointed city councilor and in

1888-9 was a member of the board of freeholders to draft the city charter,

acting as secretary of that board. In 1892, when but thirty-eight years of

age, he was elected judge of the first division of the sixteenth judicial cir-

cuit of Missouri for a term of six years. As few men have done, he has

seemed to realize the importance of the profession to which he has devoted

his energies and the fact that justice and the higher attribute of mercy he

often holds in his hands. Aside from any service which he has rendered

the city through professional or other business lines or in political service,

he has done much for its welfai-e through his cooperation with those move-

ments which take into consideration man's moral nature and his oppor-

tunities for character development. There is no good work either in the

name of charity or the advancement of religion which does not find in him

an earnest and material helper. He assisted his father in establishing the

Scarritt Bible & Training School. His father was on his deathbed when he

received a telegram from the :Methodist Woman's Board of Missions ac-

cepting his offer concerning the establishment of this school and although

the will made no provision for the work his heirs, loyal to his wishes, carried
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out his idea;- and through the efforts of Edward L. Scarritt, his brother, W.
C. Scarritt, and Bishop E. R. Hendrix the project was advanced to success-

ful completion.
Mr. Scarritt was married in 1880 to Miss Margaret Morris, a daughter

of Dr. Joel T. Morris, one of the pioneer physicians of Westport. They have

one daughter, Bernice, the wife of W. E. Royster, now commercial agent
for the Mobile & Ohio Railroad. Mr. Scarritt is a genial, courteous gentle-

man, a pleasant, entertaining companion and has many stanch and admiring
and a gentleman of attractive social qualities, he stands high in the estimation

friends among all classes. As an energetic, upright and conscientious lawyer
of the entire community.

THOMAS J. B. PAIN.

Thomas J. B. Pain, who since 1892 has been secretary of the Campbell
Glass & Paint Company of Kansas City, was born in London, England,
October 28, 1849. His father, Thomas John Brooks Pain, was a merchant^
and wedded Sarah Knight. While spending his boyhood days in their home
in the world's metropolis, Thomas J. B. Pain, Jr., pursued a public-school

education, and at the age of thirteen entered the office of Cassel, Petter &

Galpin, proprietors of a large publishing house, in Avhich he remained until

1869.

In that year he came to America and immediately took up his residence

in Kansas City, where he has since made his home. He served an appren-

ticeship to the carpenter's trade under Captain Joseph H. Fink, and in 1874

became connected with the paint business in the service of John A. McDon-
ald. For eight years he continued in that house, thoroughly acquainting
himself with the trade in principle and detail. He left that employ in 1882

to accept a position with the firm of Campbell & Cutler in the same line, and

upon the division of the business and the organization of the Campbell
Glass & Paint Company in 1892, he became secretary of the latter, which

office he still holds. AVhen the business w'as organized they had only one

competitor in the paint line in Kansas City, while today, owing to the rapid

growth of the city, they now have thirty. They have ever remained in a

position of leadership, however, and are not only among the largest whole-

sale and retail dealers in all kinds of gla&s, paints and varnishes, but have also

established an art glass factory, in which they make mirrors, beveled glass and

art glass for both domestic and church work, having in their service from

sixty to sixty-five employes. They have established branch houses at St.

Louis and New Orleans, each doing a business nearly as large as that of the

parent house, and their traveling representatives cover the territory from

Virginia to the Pacific coast and from the state of Washington to Mexico

City.

On the 23d of May. 1882, Mr. Pain was married to Miss Charlotte A.

Saunders, a daughter of Thorndyko Saunders, a dry-goods merchant of New
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York city. They now have one child, Lily Muriel, at home. Mr. Pain is

a member of the Elks, the Kansas City Club and the Conunercial Club He
votes with the democracy, and although he is not active as a worker in the

ranks of the party, he never fails to do his duty at the polls in support of

the candidates for office. He holds membership in St. ^hiry's Episcopal
church of which he is a vestryman and junior warden. His life has been a

busy and useful one and extensive conunercial pursuits have claimed his

attention.

GEORGE W. SCHOLEY, JR.

George W. Scholey, Jr., was a well known real-estate dealer of Kansas

City and a representative of a pioneer family, arriving here in his boyhood

days when his father came to Kansas City in 1867. Here he continued to

reside until his life's labors were ended in death. There was nothing narrow

or contracted in his nature. He manifested in all his relations the same

breadth of vision and extended scope of activity that marked his business

career, and his salient characteristics commanded for him the admiration and

regard of those with whom he was associated.

A native of Muscatine, Iowa, Mr. Scholey was born September 22, 1(850,

his parents being George W. and Martha A. (Gibson) Scholey, the latter a

native of Columbus, Ohio, and the former of Williamsburg, New Jersey. In

early life the father came to the middle west, settling at Muscatine, Iowa,

where he resided until 1867, when he came with the family to Kansas City,

where for many years he was engaged in the real-estate business. His opera-

tions were so carefully conducted, his investments so judiciously placed,

that he became very successful, continuing as one of the leading real-estate

dealers of the city until a few years ago, when he gave up all business pur-

suits and has since lived a retired life, now making his home at No. 2833

Woodland avenue. Although he has attained the age of eighty-six years and

the snows of many w'inters have whitened his hair, he is yet very active and

in spirit and interests seems yet in his prime. His wife died here January

2, 1889.

At the usual age George W. Scholey, Jr., began his education in the

public schools of Muscatine, and to some extent attended school after the

removal of the family to Kansas City. He also attended the University of

Kansas for three years. Determining upon the practice of medicine as a

life work, he became a student in the Kansas City Medical College, in which

he pursued a full course and then entered upon active practice in connection

with Dr. Taylor, who was a prominent pioneer physician and surgeon here.

Dr. Scholey, however, continued in the profession for only a brief period,

Avlien he withdrew in order to concentrate his energies upon the real-e.state

business, seeing in this a profitable field of labor. He had the prescience to

dL-^cern what the future had in store for this great and growing portion of

the country and made extensive investments in property and negotiated

many important realty transfers.
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In early manhood Mr. Scholey made arrangements for establishing a

home of his own by his marriage to ]\Iiss Mary Elizabeth Keefer, a native of

Columbia City, Indiana, and a daughter of Jacob Wesley and Maria Jane

(Fetter) Keefer. Her mother was a native of Lancaster, Ohio, and of Pennsyl-
vania parentage. Mr. Keefer was born in Chambersburg, Franklin county,

Pennsylvania, May 22, 1822, a son of Joseph and Rebecca (Fulk) Keefer, who
were natives of Pennsylvania and Virginia, respectively, and spent their

married life in the Keystone state, but both are now deceased. Their son,

Jacob W. Keefer, was married three times. He first wedded Mi^s Charlotte

Rudasill, of Franklin county, Pennsylvania, who died about a year later.

For his second wife he chose Miss Esther Jones, an old schoolmate and friend

of his youth, and she, too, passed away about a year after their marriage.
His third wife was Miss Maria Jane Fetter. Jacob Wesley Keefer spent his

boyhood days in his native state and at Murphysburg, Pennsylvania, where

he and a brother learned the carpenter's trade. In 1842 they sought a home
and business opportunities in the midle west, going to Fort Wayne, Indiana,
where he worked at his trade a year and a half, during which time he as-

sisted in building the old St. Joseph mill. Later he removed to Columbia

City, Indiana, where he resided for twenty years, engaged in business as a

merchant. He followed those pursuits in different towns in that section of

the state but made Columbia City his home for two decades, and in his

business operations he was very successful, saving from his earnings over

forty thousand dollars. He then decided to come to the west and made his

way to Osceola, Missouri, where two years previoiLsly he had placed invest-

ments in business enterprises. He remained there, however, for only a short

time, after which he visited Sedalia, Jefferson City and other Missouri towns,

while eventually, at the close of the Civil war, he took up his abode in Kan-
sas City. Here he embarked in general merchandising at Main and Fourth

streets, and later at Main and Ninth streets, managing the store, the stock

belonging to his brother, who was engaged in a jobbing trade in Kansas

City. Mr. Keefer afterward became interested in the real-estate business and

at the junction of Main and Delaware streets he purchased some business

lots for five hundred dollars each that he afterward sold for one hundred

thousand dollars. The rise in realty gave him his financial start in Kansas City

and he became recognized as one of the leading and progressive business men.

Upon its organization he took considerable stock in the German Savings Bank
and thus became a factor in financial circles. He also engaged in building

various fine residences here and also erected the Keefer Hall. His property
returned him a good revenue from his investments and the growth of the

city constantly advanced its price. He likewise made investments in orange
ranches in California, engaged in loaning money and became interested in

a number of different business concerns, but his real-estate operations claimed

the greater part of his time and energies throughout the remainder of his

life. He was rarely if ever at fault in matters of judgment concerning

property values and the possibilities for advance or diminution in price and

thus his purchases and sales were judiciously made. He continued a resident

of Kansas City until his death in 1897, his wife surviving him for seven years
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and passing away in 1904. He was a member of the Masonic fraternity

and also of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In early life his political

allegiance was given to the whig party and later he became a democrat, on

which ticket he was elected to the city council and served for two terms, his

elections occurring in 1867 and 1871. In office he proved loyal to the best

interests of the community and supported many progressive public measures

which were of material benefit to the city. Both he and his wife were mem-
bers of the German Reformed church and he lived in harmony with his

profession in every relation of life. While he attained wealth and became

a prominent resident of Kansas City, he was never known to take advantage
of the necessities of another in any business transaction but on the contrary
followed methods which neither required nor sought disguise.

George W. Scholey, Jr., engaged in the real-estate business, buying and

selling all kinds of city property and also building upon much unimproved

property, thus adding to the development and growth of the city. Extending
his investments, he was at length the owner of much valuable real estate all

over the city and he continued to operate in that line until his death, which

occurred April 13, 1901. Beside his widow he left a daughter, Edith M.,

wife of Clarence A. Hartman, of Des Moines, Iowa. He was devoted to the

welfare of his little family and did everything in his power to promote their

happiness, counting no personal sacrifice on his part too great if it would

advance their best interests. In politics he was a republican, believing in

the principles of the party yet never an office seeker. He belonged to the

Masonic fraternity here and both he and his wife were members of the Second

Presbyterian church. In manner he was congenial, companionable and

entertaining, and association with him meant pleasure, expansion and ele-

vation.

SAMUEL EVERETT WOODSTOCK.

The world instinctively pays deference to the man whose success has

been worthily achieved, who in all life's relations has been found faithful to

duty, meeting every obligation conscientiously and honorably and keeping

every engagement. Such has been the record of Samuel Everett Woodstock,

president of the Woodstock-Hoefer Wholesale Jewelry Company of Kansas

City. In his entire business career there is not one esoteric phase. On the con-

trary his business methods are such as every successful and honorable man has

followed, his commercial career being characterized by clo.se and unremitting

application, by strong purpose and undoubted commercial integrity.

Born in Putnam, Washington county. New York, on the 3d of Decem-

ber, 1846, he was a son of William Everett Woodstock, a native of New

England and of English descent. The grandfather, William Woodstock, came

from Woodstock, England, to the new world and served as a drummer boy
in the Revolutionary war. The mother of Samuel E. Woodstock bore the

maiden name of Mary A. Easton. She was also a native of Putnam, New
York, and a representative of a very old Scotch family of strict Presbyterian
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faith. She died when her son Everett was ten years of age and by his father's

death he was left an orphan at the age of fourteen.

.Vfter making his home with an aunt in Putnam for three years he

came west at the age of seventeen years and clerked for a time in a book store

in Iowa City, Iowa. Ambitious, however, for further educational opportuni-
ties that he might be better equipped for the responsible duties of life, he en-

tered the Iowa State University. When he left that institution he engaged
with G. W. Marquardt, a retail jew^eler of Iowa City, who a little later, desiring

to enter a larger field, removed to Des Moines, Iowa, and established a whole-

sale jewelry house. Mr, Woodstock accompanied him as manager of the new

establishment and under his control the business grew very rapidly, soon

becoming the most prominent jewelry house in that section. He continued

in charge of the business until 1886.

Two years later Mr. Woodstock came to Kansas City and with C. C. Hoe-

fer here established the Woodstock-Hoefer Wholesale Jewelry Company, since

which time he has devoted his entire energies to his duties a& president and

manager. For many years he conducted the management alone, while Mr.

Hoefer attended to the sales, representing the house on the road. As the bus-

iness increased, however, it became necessary for Mr. Hoefer to give up the

road several years ago and devote his attention to the office as well. They
now have one of the largest wholesale jewelry establishments west of the

Mississippi river and employ a large corps of salesmen, covering all of the

western states. Mr. Woodstock is recognized by his business associates and

colleagues as a man of remarkable ability, sound judgment and keen sagacity.

He has been watchful of all the indications pointing to success, has been

quick to abandon methods which have proven of little value and to intro-

duce those whose worth constitutes an element in the success of the house.

In 1899 occurred the marriage of Mr. Woodstock and j\Irs. Zerelda

Bowen Beach, of Washington, D. C, a daughter of Dr. Bowen, a prominent

physician, who was adjutant general of the state of Iowa at the outbreak of

the Civil war and served as paymaster during the period of hostilities, after

which he retired to his farm near Iowa City, Iowa, where he resided ujitil

his death in 1882. He was a Virginian by birth. Mrs. Woodstock is promi-
nent in the highest social circles of Kansas City and has always taken an

active part in club and church work, at the same time carefully supervising

the affairs of her household. She has served as president of the Kansas City

Athenaeum for two years and has for many years been secretary of the wo-

men's auxiliary of the diocese of western Missouri, the missionary society of

the Episcopalian church.

Mr. Woodstock is a republican, voting with the party but otherwise not

active in political circles. He finds his chief recreation in golf and is an en-

thusiastic member of the Evanston Golf Club. The high esteem in which he

is held by all those who know^ him and the unfaltering devotion of those

in his service and who have been connected with him in business are the

best possible proofs of his upright character. He is one of the best balanced

because one of the most self-masterful of men. He has never been known
to lose control of his temper or utter an angry word and his just and consid-
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erate treatment of those who serve him and his sympathy and interest in all

whom he judges deserving is one of the elements of his success. He is a

liberal donor to various worthy charities but his greatest philanthropy has

been in the line of private aid, of which none but himself and the recipient
of his assistance knows. Many young men owe their success in a measure to

his assistance and to his encouragement. He possesses indeed a broad human-
itarian spirit, together with the truest conception of the American idea of

"the common brotherhood of man."

WALTER M. JACCARD.

As the name Tiffany figures as the synonym of the highest possible

attainment in the jewelry trade in the east, so has the name of Jaccard come

to be recognized in the middle west, and Walter M. Jaccard, as president of

the Jaccard Jewelrj^ Company of Kansas City, is notable as a representative

of commercial interests in this line. He was born in St. Louis, Missouri,

May 10, 1870.

His father, D. C. Jaccard, was a native of Switzerland, but the family

is of French lineage, descended from the nobility of France, whence they

were driven as Huguenots at a period of religious persecution and settled

in Switzerland. The French coat of arms is still in use in the family. D,

C. Jaccard came to America in 1845 and was Swiss consul at St. Louis until

his death in 1899. Following the Civil war he established the firm of D.

C. Jaccard & Company, jewelers, which has of late years/ been known as

the Mermod-Jaccard Jewelry Company, the best known house of this char-

acter in St. Louis. In 1888 he established the Jaccard Watch & Jewelry

Company at Kansas City, in which his St. Louis partners were not interested.

His wife, who bore the maiden name of Louise A. Chipron, was a native of

Paris and a daughter of A. P. De Pessigny, of an old French^ family of

noble origin. She, came to America prior to her marriage.

Walter M. Jaccard pursued his education in Smith Academy in St.

Louis, a branch of the Washington University, from which he was gradu-

ated at the age of sixteen years. He then began to fit himself for the jewelry

business by pursuing a course in a horological institute, after which he

worked in his father's establishment in St. Louis until August, 1888. He
then came to Kansas City as secretary of the firm which his father had just

established here and of which his brother, Eugene G. E. Jaccard, was presi-

dent. In 1895 Eugene Jaccard retired and the business was reorganized by
Walter Jaccard as the Jaccard Jewelry Corporation, of which he became

president. In 1902 he was joined by a brother, Ernest A. Jaccard, who up
to that time had been a director in the St. Louis firm and was the last of

the family to sever his connection with that concern. He is now vice presi-

dent of the Kansas City house. From a comparatively small beginning at

the time of the reorganization, this business, under the management of Wal-

ter Jaccard, has developed very rapidly until today it stands alone in this

section of the countrv bv reason of the extent of the trade and the class of
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business conducted. Through European connections estabhshed by the fam-

ily many year^j ago the firm has had an advantage in the foreign markets

in the selection of jewelry which, together with the growth of the business,

led them into the importation of European goods, especially diamonds. In

this respect they occupy the unique position of being the only direct im-

porters of diamonds between Chicago and San Francisco. The house is one

of the most attractive in the commercial center of Kansas City. Its fine line

of jewelry and precious gems, attractively displayed, indicate much that is

artistically pleasing, w^hile the business of the house is represented by a

large investment and extensive sales. Mr. Jaccard is also interested in vari-

ous other local financial and commercial enterprises, his cooperation being

sought by reason of a recognition of his excellent business ability.

Mr. Jaccard married Miss Gertrude E. Hudson, a daughter of M. H.

Hudson, one of the old pioneers and prominent business men of Kansas

City. He is a director in the National Bank of Commerce and belongs to

the Commercial Club and to the Merchants & Manufacturers Association,

through which connections he has done much to promote business progress
and the development of the city. He is also a member of the Country Club,

Mid-Day Club, and of the Presbyterian church, while his political alle-

giance is given to the republican party. He is a lover of travel and outdoor

sports and each year goes to Europe on a trip in which he combines busi-

ness w^ith pleasure and sightseeing. His friends know him as a generous,

cordial, upright man. who holds their earnest devotion.

PHILIP SETZLER.

Philip Setzler is the senior partner of the firm of P. Setzler & Sons,

proprietors of the Silver Rock Bottling Works of Kansas City. He was born

in Ungstein, Palatine, Germany, November 28, 1836, his parents being

Philip Lawrence and Susanna Magdeline Setzler, who were also natives of

Ungstein. The father was a wine-grower and manufacturer of dies for copper-

plate printing. In 1820 he was married and with his family came to America

in 1857, settling at Cleveland, Ohio, where he lived a life of retirement from

active business. Later he and his wife removed to Bellevue, Ohio, where

Mr. Setzler passed away in 1878 at the age of eight-five years, the mother

surviving until 1885, when she, too, died at the age of eighty-five years.

Philip Setzler was provided with liberal educational privileges, being

graduated from a high school of his native country in 1851. He afterward

devoted a few years to the study of landscape gardening and fruit culture

and then, thinking to enjoy better business opportunities in the new world,

he came to America in 1855, settling in Cleveland, Ohio, where he engaged
in merchandising for about a year. He then removed to Bellevue, Ohio,

where in connection with his brother, he conducted a drug store. In 1861

he removed to Leavenworth, Kansas, and was engaged in the grocery busi-
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ness for a short time, while a year was devoted to general farming in Nemaha

county, Kansas.

In March, 1862, Mr. Setzler arrived in Kansas City, where he engaged
in the liquor, wine and cigar business in partnership with A. Wolf on North

Main street. After a short time, however, he sold out and invested his money
in four acres of land on Independence avenue between Bales avenue and

Monroe street in this city. This he planted to grapes and began the manufac-

ture of cider and native wines. He continued in that business until 188-1,

when he branched out into the manufacture of soda and all kinds of mineral

waters. He and his three sons, Louis Philip, Charles Martin and AVilliam

Herman, constitute the present firm of P. Setzler & Sons, proprietors of the

Silver Rock Bottling Works. The business has grown to extensive propor-

tions and is now one of the profitable productive industries of the city.

On the loth of March, 1864, at Kansas City, Mr. Setzler was married

to Miss Philamena Hauk, a daughter of Anthony and Josephine Hauk and a

native of Maehren, Austria, born June 5, 1844. She attended school in

Austria in early girlhood and in May, 1859, came to America to live with

her sister, Mrs. Louisa Esslinger in Westport, with whom she remained up to

the time of her marriage. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Setzler have been born the

following named: Wilhelmina, Louis P., Amelia Magdeline, Charles Martin,

Mrs. Caroline La Rue, William Herman, Edie May and Edward Allen. All

are yet residents of Kansas City and were educated in the public schools here,

and with the exception of Charles and William all are members of the Mel-

rose Methodist Episcopal church of this city.

Mr. Setzler is a valued member of McPherson Post, G. A. R., his right

of connection therewith being due to his service as a soldier of the Civil war.

At the time of hostilities he became a member of Company B, Seventy-seventh

Enrolled Militia of Missouri, and continued, with that command throughout

the war. He is an honored member of Humboldt Lodge, No. 4, K. P., and

has a very wide acquaintance in Kansas City, where he has now resided for

forty-five years, being one of its early residents and now one of its oldest

business men. He has never had occasion to regret his determination to come

to the new world, for here he has found the business opportunities which he

sought and through their utilization has gained a place among the repre-

sentative and prosperous German-American residents of this city.

GEORGE W. EVANS.

George W. Evans, president of the Evans-Smith Drug Company, one

of Kansas City's largest wholesale drug houses, was born on a farm in Lin-

coln county, Kentucky, July 29, 1865, a son of George W. and Mary C.

(Owsley) Evans. The father a farmer and trader, died during the boy-

hood of his son George, who in the public schools of Kentucky and in Cen-

ter College at Danville, that state, pursued his education. He worked in a

retail dry-goods store and also a retail drug store during the periods of vaca-
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tion, and when nineteen years of age came to the west. This was in the

year 1884. After spending six months in Denver and in Kansas City he

returned to Kentucky, where he remained for a short time and in 1885

again came to Kansas City.

Upon his return here he worked in the Diamond Drug Store, of which

his brother, H. W. Evans, was proprietor, and at the same time attended

a course of lectures in the pharmaceutical college vrhich had recently been

established here. He afterward matriculated in the Philadelphia College

of Pharmacy, and upon the completion of his studies there became a part-

ner of his brother under the firm style of Evans Brothers in 1887. They
conducted the Diamond Drug Store until 1898, Avhen they disposed of their

retail business and with J. A. Gallagher organized the Evans-Gallagher

Drug Company, successors to the Meyer Brothers Drug Company. Mr. Evans

then went upon the road as traveling representative of the house, so contin-

uing until 1896. He then engaged in the manufacturing business in Chi-

cago for a year, still retaining his interest in the wholesale drug house

here. In 1898 he returned and purchased Mr. Gallagher's interest, and the

business was then reorganized under the style of the Evans-Smith Drug

Company, with H. W. Evans as president; J. L. Smith, vice president; G.

W. Evans, secretary; and W. V. Wherrett, treasurer. George W. Evans

continued as secretary and buyer until May, 1906, when, his brother be-

coming ill, he assumed the duties of the presidency, and in January, 1907,

was elected president and manager following the demise of his brother.

This is the oldest drug house between the Mississippi river and the coast.

When they succeeded Meyer Brothers in 1893 the annual business amounted

to a half million dollars. Today it was thrice that amount. They have a

large force of salesmen covering the southwest and the business is constantly

expanding. Mr. Evans is also a director of the Pioneer Trust Company of

Kansas City and the Mexican Consolidating Company of the city of Mex-

ico, and is interested in the Missouri and Kansas Interurban Railway, on

which line he owns a three hundred acre farm, four and a half miles south

of the city, where he makes his home in summer, while the winter months

are spent at the Baltimore Hotel. In 1900 he was president of the local

Paint, Oil & Drug Association, and was its delegate to the Pan-American

Exposition at Buffalo.

On the 3d of December, 1898, Mr. Evans was married to Eleanor

Thornton, a daughter of the late Colonel J. T. Thornton, president of the

Traders' National Bank, now the Union National Bank of Kansas City, of

which Mrs. Evans' brother-in-law, E. W. Zea, formerly secretary of the

Evans-Smith Drug Company, is cashier. Mrs. Evans was born in San An-

tonio, Texas, where her father was a prominent banker and ranchman be-

fore coming to Kansas City.

Mr. Evans is a democrat in political opinion, but is not active in party

work. He is a member of the Kansas City, University, Country and Elm

Ridge Clubs, and has regard for the social amenities and pleasures of life.

Int-erested in all public movements, he is an active and valued member of

the Commercial Club, and in January. 1908, was one of its delgates to the
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Missouri River Congress at Sioux City, Iowa. Prompted by a laudable am-

bition, he has from the outset of his business career made it his purpose to

advance, year by year, the field of his activity, constantly widening as each

fonvard step brings him a broader outlook and greater opportunities. His

ready solution of intricate business problems has enabled him' to meet and
overcome difficulties and obstacles and to gradually advance to a place among
the foremost representatives of commercial life in Kansas City.

HENRY P. LENG.

Henry P. Leng is now living practically retired at No. 1425 Oak street,

but for many years led a most busy and active life. He was born April 25,

1834, in the city of Gessen, Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, his father being

Conrad Leng, a house carpenter, who died in that country. His wife also

passed away in Germany. They were the parents of four children, of w^hom

Henry P. is the eldest. Justus, who married and reared a family, is now a

member of the Soldiers' Home at Leavenworth, Kansas, having enlisted

from St. Louis and served as a soldier in the Civil war. Mary is the wife

of Joseph Home, of St. Louis. William, who enlisted from St. Louis, was

killed in battle during the hostilities between the north and the south, and

was buried at Jefferson Barracks.

Henry P. Leng pursued his education as a public-school student until

he reached the age of fourteen years, and then learned the trades of cabinet-

making and house carpentering with his father. The opportunities of the

new world attracted him, and at the age of twenty years he came to the

United States, landing at New Orleans, whence he made his way up the

Mississippi river to St. Louis. There he worked for some time at his trade.

While living in that city he was married on the 12th of March, 1864, to

Miss Mary Gunther, who was born in Schwartzwald. Wurtemberg, Germany,

July 2, 1842, and was brought to the United States when about ten years of

age by her mother and stepfather, together wdth her brothers and sisters. Her

father, Michael Gunther, had died in Germany, where he had followed the

occupation of farming. His widow, Mrs. Theresa Gunther, afterward became

the wife of Joseph Behney, who brought his wife and her children to the new

world. They landed at New Orleans and thence made their way northward

to St. Louis, where both Mr. and Mrs. Behney died. Mrs. Leng was one of

four children: Kate, who became the wife of August Hirschfeld and died

in St. Louis; John, a soldier of the Civil war, who was wounded in battle

and is now married and lives in Belleville, Illinois; Andrew^, who was killed

in the last battle of the Civil war; and Mrs. Gunther. By her second mar-

riage the mother of these children had three more children.

Two years after his marriage Henry P. Leng came to Kansas City and

purchased a lot with one hundred feet frontage on Oak street between Four-

teenth and Fifteenth streets. There he built a story and a half house of

two rooms. That he was one of the early residents of the city is indicated
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by the fact that his home, Avas in the midst of the woods. When his finan-

cial resources had somewhat increased he put an addition to the house. He

began work here in the manufacture of ice chests and later on had a little

cabinet shop of his own. At one time ha was in partner-hip with a ^Ir.

Austin and Mr. Ellenberger, their shop being located at the corner of ^ixth

and Wjmndotte streets. Mr. Leng afterward worked in Little Weston, Mis-

souri, being employed in a chair factory there for a year, after which he

returned to Kansas City and "worked in the furniture factory of Kevill &

Turner, with whom he remained for fifteen vears. Since that time he has

been doing odd jobs in his little shop at home, but is now practically living

retired in the enjoyment of a rest which he has truly earned and richly

deserves.

Since coming to Kansas City Mr. and Mrs. Leng, as times and condi-

tions have improved and the city has grown in their direction, erected houses

on their plot of land on Oak street, building four different dwellings there.

Their own home was built in 1886. Unto their marriage were born four

children. Bertha, a native of St, Louis, was only a year old when brought

by her parents to Kansas City. She here attended the Humboldt public school.

She was married twice, becoming in 1887 the wife of William E. Rieke, who
died in 1889 at San Bernardino, California. She wtis married again in 1895

to Louis B. Spiekerman, who passed away in 1903. Unto that marriage there

were born two daughters, Marie Gertrude and Emma Frances. Henry Wil-

liam, the second member of the Leng family, was born October 15, 1866,

and yet resides in Kansas City. Emma is the wife of Charles E. Fahlsing,
of Kansas City, and they have one daughter, Bertha. Matilda died in 1881

at the age of five and a half years.

Mr. Leng was reared in the Lutheran faith, while his wife was reared in

the Catholic faith. In politics he has been a stanch republican since he

came to the new world and studied (he political situation of the country. He
has never had occasion to regret his determination to try his fortune here,

for he found the business opportunities which he sought and by reason of

unfaltering diligence and capable workmanship he was always enabled to

command good positions, and is now enjoying wvW earned rest.

GRANT I. ROSENZWEIG.

Grant I. Rosenzweig, successfully conducting a general civil law })rac-

tice in Kansas City, was born in Erie, Pennsyhania., September 15, 1865,

and is a representative of one of the old families of that state, the Rosen-

zweigs having been known there for more than a cenlui'v. TIi.< parents are

Louis and IMinnie (Newberger) Rosenzweig, the former a native of Penn-

sylvania, who is still practicing as an attorney of Erie. His wife was born

in Grant county, Indiana, where licr father was oiw of the early settlers and

held a patent to one hundred and .<ixty aci'es of land from the LTnited

States government, developing lluav a farm whieli is still, in possession of
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the family. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Louis Rosenzweig were born four children,

of whom Grant 1. is the eldest, the others being Mrs. Fred Davison, of

Schenectady, New York; Bert, who is engaged in the oil business at Cleve-

land, Ohio; and Mrs. I. E. Levi, who died recently at her home in Los An-

geles, California.

Grant I. Rosenzweig pursued his elementary education in the ward and

high schools of Erie, Pennsylvania, and completed his more specifically lit-

erary course by graduation from Yale in 1887 with the Master of Arts degree.

He was one of the first rank of eight pupils who gained the philosophical

or highest grade and was selected on competitive examination as one of six

to deliver one of the graduation orations. Immediately following his grad-

uation Mr. Rosenzweig came to Kansas City, where he entered a law office

in order to supplement his theoretical training by practical experience, and

spent two years in that way. He was then admitted to the bar at Kansas

City, two years later was admitted to practice in the state supreme court and

the local United States courts and in 1902 was admitted to the United States

supreme court. INIr. Rosenzweig began practice alone and afterward formed

a partnership with Herbert F. Doggett, which was terminated two years

later by the death of Mr. Doggett, since which time Mr. Rosenzweig has

again been alone in general civil law practice. He has handled the legal

interests of many of the large corporations of the city and has devoted his

energies entirely to his practice. He prepares his cases with great thorough-

ness and care, and now has an extensive and distinctively representative cli-

entage. That his knowledge of the law is comprehensive and exact is a

widely acknowledged fact, and his fellow practitioners accord him a promi-

nent place in legal circles.

On the 19th of October, 1893, Mr. Rosenzweig was married to Miss

Mathilde Rosenberg, of Kansas City. He votes with the democracy, but is

not an active worker in politics. Fraternally he is connected with the

Masons, the Knights of Pythias, the Elks, the United Workmen and the

Royal Arcanum, and is also a member of B'nai B'rith. He is a man of wide

general information, and in this is found one of the strong elements of his

power and ability as a lawyer. This broad knowledge enables him to under-

stand life in its various phases, the motive springs of human conduct and

the complexity of business interests, which, combined with a comprehensive

familiarity with legal principles, constitutes him one of the strong attorneys

at the Kansas City bar.

ELMER A. HOLTZ.

Elmer A. Holtz, a prominent real-estate man, belonging to one of the

best known firms in this line in the city—the Waller & Holtz Realty Com-

pany, was born in Johnson county, Indiana, June 23, 1867. His father,

William Holtz, was a contractor and builder, who was a native of Pennsyl-

vania. The paternal grandfather came from Hanover, Germany, to America
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in 1827 and settled in York county, Pennsylvania. The mother of our sub-

ject bore the maiden name of Mell Victoria Wilson. She is a native of Ohio

and a niece of Senator Wilson, of Bellaire, that state.

At the usual age Elmer A. Holtz became a pupil in the public schools

of his native county and afterward attended De Pauw University at Green-

castle, Indiana. In 1887 he arrived in Kansas City and entered the real-

estate office of J. E. McElroy & Company, remaining with that firm for four

years, during which time he gained intimate knowledge of the real-estate

business. He next entered the Kansas City office of William Deering & Com-

pany as manager of the collection department and was thus engaged until

1905. when he resigned to accept a position Avith the Whipple-Woods Realty

Company. In 1901, in connection Avith W. S. Woods and W. F. Waller, he

organized the Woods, Waller & Holtz Realty Company, now the Waller &
Holtz Realty Company, for the purpose of carrying on a real-estate, loan and

fire insurance business. The firm handle farms and ranches as well as city

property and are prominently known in this connection in Kansas City. Mr.

Holtz owns and operates a large ranch at Garden City, Kansas, where he

raises cattle, sugar beets and alfalfa. He likewise has various other interests

of minor importance, yet which contribute to the sum total of his success.

Mr. Holtz wedded Kate May, a daughter of T. D. Volk, of Ottawa, Kan-

sas, who for many years was superintendent of motive power of the Santa

Fe Railroad. Mrs. Holtz is a graduate of the high school of Ottawa and of

the Bo.ston Conservatory of Music. There are three children of this mar-

riage, Bernelle Wilson, Gladys and Elma Katherine, aged respectively thir-

teen, twelve and ten years.

The parents hold membership in the Congregational church and Mr.

Holtz exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and measures of

the republican party. He belongs to the Commercial Club, the Manufactur-

ers Association and the Kansas City Real Estate Exchange, all of which
have contributed to the development and progress of Kansas City. He be-

longs to that class of representative American men who, while advancing in-

dividual interests, also contribute to the prosperity of the community.

GEORGE O. AVARNEKE.

George 0. AVarneke, part owner and actively intere.«:ted in I ho manage-
ment of an extensive bakery business which has had a continuous existence

since 1865, is in this connection a representative of one of the leading

manufacturing concerns of Kansas City. His birth occurred in St. Louis,

Missouri, January 30, 1861, his parents being John C. and AVilhelmina

AVarneke.

Tli(^ father was born near Bremen, Germany, in 1833, and the mother's

birth occurred at Bcerfeldon, Germany, in 1832. They were married in St.

Louis, Missouri, in 1860. The father had come to America in 1852 and had

located in that city in 1855, where he engaged in the grate and mantel busi-
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ne;;S until after the outbreak of the Civil war, when he felt that his first duty
was to his ado^jted country and joined the Union ranks, serving until 1864.

In that year he became a resident of Rolla, Missouri, where he lived for a

year, when he removed to Independence, Missouri, residing there until 1865.

On coming to Kansas City he established the bakery business which has since

been carried on under the family name. He developed an enterprise of large

and profitable proportions and continued in business until his death, which

occurred June 21, 1886. His life record demonstrated the possibilities for

successful accomplishment in this land w^here ambition and effort are not

hampered by caste or class. His widow, still residing in Kansas City, bore

the maiden name of Wilhelmina Kumpf, and was a sister of the late Mayor

Henry C. Kumpf. By her marriage she became the mother of eight children,

but only four are yet living.

George O. Warneke, brought to Kansas City when but four j-ears of age,

here attended a German school located at the. corner of Tenth and McGee

streets, also the Humboldt school at Twelfth and Locust, the Morse school at

Tw^entieth and Charlotte and the high school which then held its sessions in

an old frame building at Eleventh and Locust streets. He completed his

education by pursuing a course in bookkeeping at a night school and thus

well qualified entered upon business life, becoming associated with his father

in the conduct of a bakery business. At the time of the father's death he

and his brother, J. H. A. Warneke, succeeded to the business and the firm

of Warneke Brothers is now prominent in commercial circles of the city. They
have three places of business here, their bread and roll bakery being one of

the largest and most up-to-date in Kansas City. It is located at Nos. 306 to

310 East Seventeenth street and is managed by George 0. A^^arneke. Here

are employed from twenty-five to thirty people and the weekly output is

fifty thousand loaves of bread, beside a large amount of rolls. The cake

bakery and retail store of the firm is located at No. 1509 Grand avenue and

is in charge of J. H. A. Warneke. The other branch of the business is a retail

store located at the City Market on Grand avenue. Both their cake and bread

bakery plants are most complete, being thoroughly equipped with every mod-

ern device necessary for the conduct of the business and the excellence of

their product throughout these years has w^on for them an unassailable repu-

tation, while their business methods are at all times in strict conformity with

a high standard of commercial ethics.

In 1901, in this city, Mr. Warneke was married to Miss Amelia Lauer,

who was born in Pirmasens, Germany, August 26, 1873, and in the father-

land her parents still reside. She is a member of the German Lutheran

church. Their home is a beautiful brick dwelling situated in the midst of a

large tract of valuable land at No. 612 Westport avenue. Mr. Warneke is a

member of the INIasonic lodge and also holds membership relations with the

Odd Fellows, the Turners and the Elks . Both he and his wife belong to the

German Lutheran church and in politics he is a stalwart republican. He

served for two years as councilman from the Ninth ward under Mayor
Cowherd's administration from 1892 until 1894, and at all times has been

progressive in his citizenship, supporting various measures and movements
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planned for the public good. In business life he is alert and enterprising
and he and his brother have fully maintained the high standard of the busi-

ness established by their father, while in commercial circles the name of

Warneke has ever been a synonym for business integrity and enterprise.

MAJOR HARVEY J. VIVIAN.

Major Harvey J. Vivian, retired, whose title indicates his service in the

Civil war, was born in Howard county, Missouri, in 1830, and when six

years of age was taken by his parents to Sabine county, this state, where

they lived for six years and then became residents of Platte county, Mis-

souri. There Major Vivian was reared upon a farm and at the age of

eighteen was given his time and started out in life on his own account. He

engaged in stock dealing, and in March, 1857, came to Kansas City, where

he rented a large, brick barn from a Mr. Gillis, using it in sheltering his

mules and horses. At this time the immigration into Kansas City was

heavy, money was plentiful and Major Vivian found a ready market for all

the stock he could buy. He thus prospered in his business career in those

days but, early in the year 1859, owing to the troublous times which largely

put a stop to immigration, business fell off and he disposed of his live-stock

interests. For a period he was engaged in no business. It was not long
after this, however, that the Civil war was inaugurated, and Major Vivian

was among the first to respond, enlisting in the State Guards under Gen-

eral Price. He was engaged in many of the raids around this section, and

later the regiment was organized and 'miLstered into the regular service. He
was under General Shelby during the war, and after the engagement at

Lone Jack he was appointed captain of his company. A little later the

troops proceeded south, and upon the reorganization of the regiment Mr.

Vivian was elected major and much of the time was acting colonel of the

regiment, which was known as Shank's Regiment, Shelby's Brigade. At

the close of hostilities he was discharged at Shreveport, Louisiana, in May,
1865. There he took charge of some of the horses of his comrades who had

received them' -as gifts from the government, and in this way became en-

gaged in the stock business in the, south. He remained in Louisiana for

some time and then went to St. Louis, about the 1st of December, remain-

ing there until the 10th of January following. On Christmas day he re-

turned to Kansas City, where ho began dealing in mules and horses. He
traded extensively in mtiles and liorses and also fed cattle until 1872, when
he removed to Clay county. jVIissouri, and engaged in farming.

While there residing Major Vivian was married October 10, 1872, to

Miss Lewtie Summers, who was considered to be the most beautiful woman
in Clay county. Her parents had become residents of Clay county on their

removal from Kentucky on their wedding journey. Major and Mrs. Viv-

ian continued to reside upon the farm in that county, and he carried on the

stock business extensively and succ^ssfullv until 1893, when he retired and
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removed to Kansas City in order to afford his children better educational

advantages. The family numbered one son and three daughters: Ada Belie,

the wife of J. H. Beckham', jr., a resident of Roswell, New Mexico; Mary
Sheffer, at home; Virginia, also under the parental roof; and James Har-

vey, deceased. Mrs. Vivian died February 10, 1897.

Major Vivian votes with the democracy, but has never had any polit-

ical ambitions. He is a member of the Christian church and is one of the

best known pioneers of Kansas City, having first taken up his abode here

when there was but a small town of little industrial or commercial promi-
nence. He has lived to witness its development into a city of metropolitan

proportions and interasts. In his business affairs he displayed sound judg-

ment and keen discrimination, and as the result of his well directed labors

has gained a place among the men of affluence in this part of the state.

JACOB ALBERT HARZFELD.

Jacob Albert Harzfeld, practicing at the bar of Kansas City as a special-

ist in commercial and real-estate law, is one of the younger representatives of

the legal profession here, yet his years seem no obstacle to his progress and

his success. He was born in Chicago, January 30, 1877. His father, Albert

Harzfeld, was a native of Bavaria, Germany, and on coming to America in

1862 settled in Chicago, where he engaged in manufacturing interests and

made his home until his death, which occurred in 1890. His wife, Avho bore

the maiden name of Carrie Stettheimer, is a native of Saxony, Germany,

came to the United States in her girlhood days and now makes her home with

her son, J. A. Harzfeld. In the family were four children, one of w^hom is

deceased. One son, Sieg Harzfeld, is proprietor of the Parisian Cloak Com-

pany of Kansas City and also has other stores in various parts of the country,

while a sister, Cornelia Harzfeld, lives with the subject of this review.

J. A. Harzfeld was the third in the family, and entering the public schools

at the usual age, he passed through consecutive grades until he had com-

pleted the high school course in Chicago. He next entered the University

of Chicago, where he continued his studies until 1895, when he left that in-

stitution to become a student in the Northwestern University Law School,

from which he was graduated in 1897 with the Bachelor of Law degree.

Immediately afterward he came to Kansas City and when he attained his ma-

jority in 1898 was admitted to the bar. For about three years he was in the

employ of a law firm and thus added broad practical experience to the knowl-

edge gained in college. Since 1901, however, he has practiced alone and

enjoys a good clientele in commercial and real-estate law. He has informed

himself broadly concerning those departments of jurisprudence and has suc-

cessfully handled considerable important litigation of that character.

Mr. Harzfeld is recognized as a leading republican, who has always taken

an active part in republican councils and has delivered many campaign ad-

dresses, yet has never sought nor desired office for himself. In April, 1907,
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when the movement was started to secnre the choice of Kansas City as the

meeting phice of the national republican convention, he was made secretary

of the committee of citizens selected for the work, and although not successful

in the project, it did much in the way of advertising the energy and enter-

with the Kansas City Bar Association and the Missouri Bar Association. He

prise of Kansas .City. Mr. Harzfeld in the line of lii- i)rofe.<-ii)ii i- cnnnected

also belongs to the Knife & Fork Club, to the Kansas City Athletic Club,

the Candle Light Club and the Progress Club. Furthermore he is connected

with the Jewish Synagogue and is one of the directors of the Pure ^lilk As-

sociation, a city charitable organization. He is interested in many good
works done in the name of charity and religion and moreover is interested

in those things which pertain to public progress, for his citizenship is ever

of an active and helpful character.

CYRUS BARDEEN SWEET.

Strong individuality prompts the initiative and the initiative results in

leadership. That Cyrus Bardeen Sweet is a force in the business world is

acknowledged by all who know aught of his life and his acquaintance is a

wide one because his interests are varied and extensive. In a few isolated

cases it seems that fortune favors individuals in the rapid acquirement of

wealth but in the great majority of instances the progress of a man is not

made by leaps and bounds but b}^ steady progression until after nuich labor

and exertion he reaches the objective point. Such has been the career of Mr.

Sweet, who from his office in Kansas City, Missouri, is a factor in the control

of extensive ]uml)er, coal, mining, mamifacturing, mercantile and railroad

interests, being vice ]3resident and manager of the manufacturing department
and vice president and assistant general manager of all other interests of the

great business conli-ollod by the Long-Bell Lumber Company.
His life record began in \Vashl)inMi. Woodford county, Illinoi-, on the

20th of January, 186L He is descended in the paternal line from English

ancestry and early representatives of the name resided in the state of New
York, whence representatives of the family in later generations came to Illi-

nois. They settled in tlii- state diii'ing its territorial days and were among
those wlio extended the frontier and made safe the ])aths of western civilization

tliat otliers might follow. ''I'he white race disjnited with tlie Indians the do-

minion of the great I'icli district cojnprised within the borders of Illinois. They
wished t« reclaim tlie wild land for the pnri)oses of cultivation and to plant
the seeds of inipi-ovenient and develoj)ment on this hitlu^rto l)arren soil. When
the Indians had left tlie noi-thern section of the state the Sweet family removed
to that district, settlinij; in Woodford connty and the undevelo))ed condition

is indicated by the fact that Chicago, distant one Imndred and twenty-five

miles, was their neai'est niaiket. The grandfatlier liad a large family of four

sons and eight daughters who attained adnlt age and li\'ed in Woodford

county or that vicinity including Enoch Sweet, father of onr subject. Thus
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from sturdy pioneer stock Mr. Sweet descended in the paternal line, while

on the distaff side he comes of German ancestr3\ His mother bore the

maiden name of Emma H. Tov. Her father removed from Pennsylvania

to Illinois in 1833, the year following the Black Hawk war, and settled in

Washburn.

In that town and in Chenoa, Cyrus B. Sweet acquired- his education as

opportunity offered and through the period of his boyhood he worked at

intervals in his father's store but a mercantile career had no special attraction

for him. He has much preferred an outdoor life and because of this tendency
hLs summer seasons were devoted to farm work in the neighborhood, while in

the winter months he continued his education in the public schools. His

first real step in the business world was made at the age of eighteen years,

when he became connected with the agency department of a railroad, and
after leaving that service he turned his attention to the lumber business.

Gradually since that time he has worked his w^ay upw^ard until he is one of

the most prominent representatives of the lumber trade in America.

Going west in 1884, Mr. Sweet secured a situation in a retail lumberyard
at Cherryvale, Kansas. This constituted his equipment, for at the end of a

year he became, by purchase, one of the proprietors of that yard, which was

carried on under the firm style of C. B. Sweet & Brother. From that time

forward he seems to have made steady and consecutive progress, passing on to

positions of executive control and subsequently bending his energies largely

to organization, to constructive efforts and administrative direction. Broad-

ening the scope of their activities, the firm established yards in IMissouri, Kan-

sas, Oklahoma and the Indian Territory and some of these enterprises are

still in existence. For twelve years C. B. Sweet remained in the retail lumber

business and in 1897-8 he took a noticeably forw^ard step in his business

career by going south to establish the plant of the Hudson River Lumber

Company at Hudson, Arkansas. He became vice president and general

manager. This was one of the subsidiary companies of the Long-Bell Lum-
ber Company and one of the earliest mill concerns established by that great

corporation. One after another lumber mills and yards have been estab-

lished by the Long-Bell Lumber Company until the extent of its interests

places it in the foremost rank among the big lumber concerns of the country.

In 1900 certain changes in the development of the company's business made
it desirable for Mr. Sweet to take up his residence in Kansas City and assume

the management of the manufacturing department of the company and its

allied interests. Since then his functions have enlarged with the growth of

the company and its subsidiary companies until now he is vice president of

the following corporations : Long-Bell Lumber Company, Hudson River Lum-
ber Company, King-Ryder Lumber Company, Longville Long Leaf Lumber

Company, Lufkin Land & Lumber Company, Calcasieu Long Leaf Lumber

Company, Rapides Lumber Company, Limited, Globe Lumber Company,
Limited, Alfalfa Lumber Company, Minnetonka Lumber Company, Sibley,

Lake Bisteneau & Southern Railway Company, Woodworth and Louisiana

Central Railway Company, Louisiana & Pacific Railway Company, Fidelity

Coal Mining Company, Fidelity Fuel Company, Kansas Fuel Company, Long-
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Bell Mercantile Company, Long-Bell Experimental Farm & Mercantile Oom-

pany, Long-Bell Naval Stores Company, and Texas and Louisiana Naval Stores

Company.
In 1884, in Chenoa, Illinois, Mr. Sweet was married to Miss Flora N.

Bell, who died three years later. In 1891 he wedded Jennie L. Lockwood.

There was one child by the first marriage, who is now Mrs. J. D. Tennant, of

Lake Charles, Louisiana, while the three daughters and son of the second

marriage are Sibyl, Athelia, Cyra and Robert.

Mr. Sweet holds membership in the Christian church and gives his politi-

cal allegiance to the republican party. There are few men more mindful of

the obligations and responsibilities of wealth. He belongs to several fraternities

and clubs but is active in none of them because of lack of time to devote to

such outside and, to him, less essential affairs. Possessing broad, enlightened

and liberal-minded view,s, faith in himself and in the vast potentialities for

development inherent in his country's wide domain and specific needs along
the distinctive lines chosen for his life work, his has been an active career, in

which he has accomplished important and far-reaching results, contributing

in no small degree to the expansion and material growth of the southwest

and from which he himself has also derived substantial benefit.

WILLIAM J. BAEHR.

William J. Baehr has for ten years occupied the position of cashier in

the city treasurer's office, serving in this capacity in both the republican and

democratic administrations—a fact indicative of his ability. He is also well

known in business circles, although his attention is chiefly given to his

official duties. He was born at Lexington, Missouri, August 5, 1867.

His father was a native of Eiskirchin, Germany, and a machinist in his

native land. Coming to America, he settled at Lexington, Missouri, in 1865,

and there engaged in the manufacture of cider, al.-o conducting a business as

a wholesale liquor dealer. For forty-two years he lived at Lexington and

the last three years of his life were passed in St. Louis, Missouri. In religious

faith he was a Catholic and in political views he was independent. In Lex-

ington he married Miss Caroline Mohn. who was born in Germany in 1847,

and was brought to the United States by her father, William Mohn, when

about six years of age. Her father became a wagon-maker of Lexington and

there Mrs. Baehr acquired her education in the public schools.

At the usual age William J. Baehr entered the public schools of his

native town, conipleting his education, however, as a student in St. Mary's

(Kan.) College in 1885. Having ))ut aside his text-book.-^ he followrd mer-

chandizing in Lexington for a short time and afterward accepted a position

in the postofKce there. A year later he came to Kansas City, arriving here on

the 17th of July, 1884. Not long after that he secured employment with the

Armour Brothers Banking Company and was connected therewith for thir-

teen year.-, wliilc hiter he s]-)ent one year in the Nntion;il B:nik of Commerce,
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but resigned to accept his present position as cashier in the city treasurer's

office under J. Scott Harrison during the Jones' administration in 1898.

Mr. Harrison Avas a repubhcan, but political afhliation has seemed to make
no difference in Mr. Baehr's retention in the office, as he has served in five

difi'erent administrations, three republican and two democratic. No higher
testimonial could be given of his capability and fidelity to duty and he is

prominent among the political leaders of the city, whether of the democratic

or republican faith.

Aside from his official duties, Mr. Baehr has business connections, being

secretary of the Square Deal Gold Mining Company, president and trea.surer

of the Kansas City Steam & Hot Water Heating Company, and treasurer and
director of the Dominion & Gulf Railroad Company. In all of these he has

displayed an aptitude for successful management, making him a valued

factor in business circles. Fraternally he is connected with the order of

Eagles and is trustee of the local aerie. He also belongs to the camp of the

Modern Woodmen of America and also to the Woodmen of the World, and
the Elks lodge.

On the 7th of June, 1894, Mr. Baehr was married to Miss Lizzie Loeffler,

a daughter of Joseph and Ro.sa (Hamman) Loeffler, both of whom have been

deceased for several years. The father was a brick manufacturer and was also

engaged in the liquor business in Kansas City for several years. Of the

Grand Army of the Republic he was a very prominent member and he be-

longed also to the Masonic fraternity and the Ancient Order of Druids. His

daughter, Mrs. Baehr, was born in Kansas City and educated in St. Theresa

Convent on the corner of Twelfth and Washington streets. She was a Catho-

lic in religious belief and died in that faith March 1, 1905, leaving a daugh-

ter, Ruth, who was born December 18, 1896, and is being educated in Loretta

Academy in this city. The family home is at No. 1204 West Thirty-ninth
street. In both business and official .circles Mr. Baehr has made a creditable

record. He is a stalwart republican, interested in the pairty, yet ever placing
the general welfare before partisanship and the public good before personal

aggrandizement. As an official he is accomodating and courteous and there-

fore popular.

WILLIAM NEWTON COLLINS.

AVilliam Newton Collins, superintendent of the money order department
of the Kansas City postoffice and local secretary of the United States civil

service commission, was born at Missouri City, Clay county, Missouri, Janu-

ary 16, 1861. His father, John W. Collins, was a merchant and later county

assessor and county recorder of Clay county, Missouri. He died August 23,

1905, at the age of eighty-two years, passing away in Liberty, Missouri,

where he had retired ten or fifteen years before. He was a native of Ken-

tucky, his father, AVilliam Collins, having removed from Kentucky to Mis-

souri in 1823 and located on a farm two miles south of Liberty. The
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great-grand] 'cirents of our subject were natives of Culpeper Courthouse, Vir-

ginia, and wt-re among the pioneers of Kentucky who located at Frankfort.

The family is of English origin. Mr. Collins' mother, who in her maiden-

hood was Lavenia Bernard, was born at Boonville, Missouri, and died in 1873.

She was of French and Irish descent and her grandfather Mayhan, a wealthy

pioneer and slave owner of Boonville, came from Ireland. Her paternal

grandfather, Isaac Bernard, was a pioneer of Boonville, whose father came

from France.

William Newton Collins began his education in the public schools and

afterward attended the William Jewell College at Liberty, Missouri, from

which he was graduated in 1884, and during his college days he won several

medals for reading and oratory. Following his graduation he became a

deputy to his father, who w^as then filling the position of county recorder, and

served in the position for a year. On the expiration of that period he came

to Kansas City in 1885 as bookkeeper for the Irwin-Allen Live Stock Com-
mission Company, with which he continued for a year. In 1886 he was ap-

pointed by Postmaster George M. Shelley to the office of superintendent of the

monej" order department. At that time this division employed five men and

the business amounted to about three million dollars per year; it now em-

ploys twenty-four men and uses six typewriters and five adding machines,
while an annual business of twenty-one millions has been reached. In ad-

dition to the growth of the main office thirty-eight substations have been

established, where money orders are bought and sold. The responsibility

of Mr. Collins' position has therefore greatly increased and his long service has

made him a valuable factor in the control of his department. During his

conduct of the money order division the thorough check system used has

been so carefully adhered to that the government has never lost a cent in the

handling of the vast amount of money which has been in his charge.
In 1890 he was appointed secretary of the local branch of civil service

commissioners. At that time the office was little more than an honorary one,

as it only involved the conduct of two examinations each year but now the

examinations are almost continual and many of them are conducted in other

cities and towns of the territory tributary to Kansas City. The office has also

developed into a bureau of information for those contemplating taking the

examinations.

Mr. Collins was married at Kearney, Missouri, April 22, 1801, to Eliza-

beth, daughter of the late Steven Major, a prominent .«tockman of that place.

They have two childi-cn: "Willinin ^lajoi'. fifteen years of age, a student in the

high school; and Frank Bernard, aged thirteen, a ward school pupil.

Mr. Collins' interests, aside from his home and business, extend to the

Benton Boulevard Baptist church, in which both he and his wife are active

and earnest workers. He is serving as chairman of its board of deacons and
for the past ten years has been superintendent of the Sunday school. His

wife is also active in the allied societies of the church and one of the Sunday
school teachers. Mr. Collins is a prominent member of the Young Men's

Christian Association and recently gave a donation of five hundred dollars

toward the erection of its new building. He belongs to the Knights of Pythias,
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to the Foresters, the Yeomen and the Woodmen of the World, and is a Cleve-

land democrat but in local politics is independent. A lover of fishing and

hunting, he spends his vacations in the enjoyment of those sports and in the

summer of 1907 with his family made a trip to the Maine coast. He has

never measured the interests of life by the inch rule of self but has looked

at the world from a broad standpoint, has recognized individual obligation
and has become a working force in many activities which are for the better-

ment and welfare of the city at large.

HENRY S. CONRAD.

A partner in the law firm of Sebree, Conrad & Wendorfl', doing an im-

portant business in corporation law, was born in Chariton county, Mis.souri,

August 25, 1874, a son of William H. and Susan (London) Conrad, both

of whom are residents of Chariton county. The father is a native of Penn-

sylvania and of German descent. While spending his boyhood days under

the parental roof Henry S. Conrad mastered the branches of learning usually

taught in the public schools and later he spent six years in the Missouri

Valley College at Marshall, Missouri, from which he was graduated at t«he

head of his class in 1897, the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy being then

conferred upon him. He regarded this as the initial step to the acquirement
of professional knowledge and, matriculating in the legal department of the

University of Missouri, there prepared for the bar, being graduated in 1900

with the Bachelor of Law degree. While a student there he was selected

to represent the university in its debates with the University of Kansas and

the University of Wisconsin. The week following he was admitted to the

bar by the supreme court of the state at Jefferson City in June, 1900.

On the 1st of July of that year Mr. Conrad arrived in Kansas City and

began practice in the office of Karnes, New & Krauthoff, where he remained

for a year and a half. He next joined E. E. Porterfield and L. B. Sawyer
under the firm name of Porterfield, Sawyer & Conrad and following the with-

drawal of Mr. Sawyer the firm continued a.s Porterfield & Conrad until the

senior partner was appointed circuit judge of Jackson county in April, 1907.

Mr. Conrad then succeeded to the business of the firm and was alone in

practice until the following December, when he formed a partnership with

Hon. Frank P. Sebree and John D. Wendorff under the firm style of Sebree,

Conrad & Wendorff. Their practice, which is chiefly that of corporation

law, has grown so rapidly as to necessitate employing permanently two other

lawyers to assist in handling the business. They represent several railroads

and many important local corporations.

On the 3d of May, 1898, Mr. Conrad was married to Miss Minnie

Wright, a daughter of Herndon Wright, a banker of Chariton county, Mis-

souri, and they now have two sons: William Herndon and Wright, aged

eeven and two years respectively.
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111 his political view.s j\Ir. Conrad is a stalwart republican and has taken

an active part in every campaign since coming here, speaking in support

of the party, its principles and its candidates. He was a candidate for the

legislature from Macon county in 1898 and though defeated, the county

being strongly democratic, he ran six hundred votes ahead of his ticket, a

fact which indicates his personal popularity and the confidence reposed in

him ])}• his fellowmen. He has rapidly gained a creditable position at the

bar and has won this through the "merit system." People do not place

their legal business in unskilled hands; it is the man of power before judge

and jury who commands public patronage. Of this class Henry S. Conrad

is an excellent type, for his present success and prominence have come to

him as the reward of earnest endeavor, fidelity to trust and recognized ability.

JOHN FRANKLIN DOWNING.

John Franklin Downing, president of the New England National Bank

of Kansas City, was born in Virginia, Illinois, August 24, 1854. His father,

David Downing, was a farmer and married a lady of English birth. Con-

tinuing his education through the public-school course, John F. Downing
matriculated in the Illinois College of Jacksonville, Illinois, from which he

W'as graduated with the chiss of 1879. He lived upon a farm until he be-

came a college student and after his graduation entered business life as an

employe in the Farmers National Bank of Virginia, Illinois, where he re-

mained for three years. Wishing to find broader scope for his industry and

energy—his dominant qualities
—he came to Kansas City on the 8th of

March, 1882, and entered the institution of the Armour Brothers Banking

Company as paying teller, there serving until June, 1885. He was next en-

gaged ill the real-estate business until January 1 1889, when he organized

the New England Safe Deposit A: Trust Company and was vice president and

active manager, while A. W. Armour was nominally president. At the close

of the year 1889 Mr. Downing was chosen to the presidency and so continues,

the tm<t company l)eiiig convorted into the New England National Bank in

1898. He is likewise a director in various financial and commercial institu-

tions, among which aiv the Mclropdlitan Street Railway Company, the Mis-

souri i**: Kansas Telephone Company, tlu^ Intercity A'iaduct Company and the

Safety Savings & Loan Association, being also treasurer of the last named.

Such is the regard entertained for his business judgment and talent that

his cooperation is eagerly sought in the conduct of important business

enterprises.

In 1881 Mr. Downing was married to Miss Martha l^)latchford Collins, of

Jacksdnville. Illinois, who died in 1889. lea.ving two sons: Frank C. who
is n graduate of Yale and is now IJic Kansas City repr(ventative of Bond

& Coodwin, banker^ of Boston, New York and Chicago; and Blatchford, a

student in the Harvard Law School. In 1898 "Mr. Downing was married to

Jessie llnrnham. a danci'hter of J. K. I'urnliani. lale i (resident of the Burn-
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ham, Haiina, Munger Wholesale Dry Goods Company of Kansas City.

Their children are two daughters: Jean Biirnham and Jessie Burnham

Downing. Mr. Downing is a republican in political sentiment but an inde-

pendent voter and displays that spirit which is one of the hopeful signs of

the times—the spirit which disregards party rule and stands for principle

and for the general welfare of the majority. He holds membership with

the Kansas City Club, the University Club, the Country Club, the Commercial

Club and the First Congregational church. A man charitable in thought
and action, his influence is perhaps all the stronger because it is moral rather

than political. His time is concentrated upon his business interests and the

enjoyment of home life, his sole recreation being golf. The specific and

distinctive office of biography is not to present a man's modest opinion of

himself and his accomplishments but to leave the record which is the con-

sensus of public opinion regarding his life work. Free from ostentation

or display, Mr. Downing makes no claims to publicity for what he has ac-

complished but his fellow citizens and contemporaries in business life recog-

nize in him a weight of character, a far-seeing sagacity and a commendable

purpose that aAvaken their admiration and respect.

JULES C. ROSENBERGER.

Jules C. Rosenberger is among the leading and most successful mem-

bers of the Kansas City bar. He was born December 14, 1873, at Davenport,

Iowa, where his parents resided from the time of the outbreak of the Civil

war until they removed to Kansas City in June, 1880. Mr. Rosenberger

was then in his sixth year and Kansas City has been his home from that

time to the present. He pursued his preHminary education in the public

schools here and was graduated from the Central high school in 1891. He

pursued his legal studies in the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and at

the age of nineteen years, having completed the course but finding that he

was too young to be admitted to the bar, he accepted a position as a reporter

on the Kansas City Star. He was very successful as a newspaper man and

this experience has proven of great value to him in his subsequent career

as a lawyer.

In November, 1894, he resumed his legal studies in the office of C. 0.

Tichenor, who remained his preceptor until the admission of Mr. Rosen-

hev^QV to the bar in May, 1895, since which time he has been engaged in

the^ctive practice of his^ profession. He continued his association with Mr.

Tichenor until December, 1897. when he became associated with the late

Hon. Francis M. Black, former chief justice of the supreme court of Mis-

souri, with whom he was actively associated until the latter's death in 1902.

Mr Rosenb^rger's legal career has been one of steady progress and he enjoys

an important and lucrative practice. His specialty is the law of insurance.

He i^ the re^rularlv retained counsel for a number of eastern companies and

is regarded as an'authoritv on policy forms. An address read by him at
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the convention of the International Association of Underwriters, held at

Frontenac, Thousand Islands, New York, in the summer of 1903, attracted

wide attention among insurance men. His insurance connections and a

varied general practice have taxed his industry to the utmost.

Mr. Rosenberger was married March 19, 1902, in New York cit}^, to

Miss Blanche Janet Hess and has one child, a son. Mr. Rosenberger was one

of the organizers of the Knife & Fork Club and is a member of the Elm

Ridge Club and the Mid-day Club, together wdth other social organizations.

He is likewise a Scottish Rite Mason. His whole record can be said to have

been made in Kansas City, where he has lived since early boyhood, and few

are more widelv or more favorablv knowm.

CHARLES M. COE, M.D.

Dr. Charles M. Coe, one of the best known representatives of the medical

fraternity in Kansas City, where for twenty years he has conducted a sani-

tarium in connection with his extensive office practice, was born at Tipton,

Iowa, September 27, 1858. The family is of English descent, the great-

grandfather coming from England to the new world. John P. Coe, the

father w^as a native of New York and a farmer by occupation. \Mien a

young man he removed westward to low^a, casting in his lot with its early

settlers. He married Abigail Sole, of English descent, and both are now liv-

ing in Kansas City, aged respectively eighty and seventy-five years.

In the public schools of Clarence, Iowa, Dr. Coe acquired his prelimin-

ary education, which was supplemented by a four years' course in the Iowa

State College at Ames, from which he was graduated in 1881 with the Bach-

elor of Science degree. He spent one year as a student in the Chicago
Medical College and continued his preparation for his chosen profession in

the medical department of the University of Illinois, from which he was

graduated with the M.D. degree in 1883. He was then appointed, as the

result of competitive examination, to the position of house surgeon in the

Cook County Hospital at Chicago, where he remained for two years. After

practicing in Omaha for a year he came to Kansas City in 1888 and estab-

lished Dr. Coe's Sanitarium, now^ located at Tw^enty-sixth and Wyandotte
streets. This he has conducted for twenty years with excellent success and

also has a largo office practice. He makes a specialty of chronic diseases

and surgery and the correction of deformities and his surgical work has

been attended with excellent results. Ho pursued a special course in the Chi-

cago Polyclinic in the spring of 1893 and in the Chicago Homeopathic Medi-

cal College in the fall of that year, while for about ten years he was a teacher

of surgery in the Kansas City Eclectic University.

On the 28th of September, 1886, Dr. Coe w^as married to Bertha Von

Hagcn, a daughter of Julius Von Hagen, of Horicon, Wisconsin, and a

graduate of the Illinois Training School of Nurses of the class of 1885.

They have two childron. Harold and Rntli. In his political preference Dr.
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Coe is a republican, but the demands of his prof&ssion have left him little

leisure for outside interests, the conscientious performance of his duties

gaining for him the high reputation -which is now accorded him.

JEREMIAH THORNTON DEW.

Jeremiah Thornton Dew. sinc3 1878 a practitioner at the Kansas City-

bar, was born in Clinton couiily, Illinois, November 5, 1847, and is descended

from Scotch-Irish ancestry, although the family was founded in America,

at an early day. His paternal grandfather. Rev. John Dew, was one of the

pioneer Methodist ministers of the west and was contemporaneous with the

famous preacher and circuit rider, Peter Cartwright, so closely associated

with the founding of the Methodist Episcopal church in the Mississippi val-

ley. Rev. Dew was educated for the ministry in his native state and came

to the west with Bishop McKendree of the Methodist clergy, in whose honor

McKendree College at Lebanon, Illinois, was named. Together these two

godly men made their way to Kentucky, then largely an undeveloped wil-

derness, and later came to Illinois. The Rev. Dew was born in Botetourt

county, Virginia, in 1780, became an active worker in the ministry in 1812

and is referred to in the works of Peter Cartwright and in Reynold's History

of Illinois. He assisted in founding McKendree College and became one of

its early presidents. This college still flourishes under the control of the

Methodist church but is now a non-sectarian institution. The Rev. Dew was

a man of advanced thought, strongly opposed i-o the institution of .-lavery,

and twenty-five or thirty years before the Civil war he took slaves to Illinois,

-u'here he gave them freedom. His death occurred in 1840.

His son, Samuel P. Dew, was born in what is now^ St. Clair county,

Illinois, and died in 1858 at the age of thkty-six years. He married Eliza

Walker, of Clinton county, Illinois, whose ancestors were early residents of

Georgia and were conspicuous in the Civil war. Many of the Walkers were

in the Methodist ministry. Mrs. Dew died February 28, 1908, aged eighty-

two years.

Jeremiah Thornton Dew was but an infant when his parents removed to

the farm in St. Clair county, Illinois, upon which he was reared, early becom-

ing familiar with all the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist.

He was but sixteen years of age when in 1864 he responded to the call of

the government and became a member of Company B, One Hundred and

Forty-fifth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, his uncle, Edward C. Dew. hav-

ing command of the company as captain. He continued a.t the front until

the close of hostilities and after the war had ceased he continued his educa-

tion in a college in St. Fouis and subsequently entered McKendree College

at Lebanon, Illinois, from which he was graduated in 1874. While a student

there he was editor of the college paper, the McKendree Repository, and was

president of his class during the graduating year. In the meantime he read

law and after leaving college he entered a law office at Nashville. Illinois,
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hut before he had completed his preparation for the bar he removed to Kan-

sas and continued his studies in the office of Martin & Case, well known at-

torneys of Topeka.
In September, 1877, he removed to Kansas City and here read law with

Tomlinson & Ross, being admitted to the bar in February, 1878. He Avas

later admitted to a partnership with his former preceptors, Colonel A. A.

Tomlinson and John A. Ross, the former now a retired lawyer and capitalist,

under the firm name of Tomlinson, Ross & Dew, which continued for many
years. A later change in partnership led to the adoption of the firm style

of Dew, Downs & Parkinson, afterward succeeded by Dew, Parkinson &
Barnes, his partners being John D. Parkinson and John H. Barnes. Mr.

Dew has continued in the practice of civil law^ and has been connected with

much important litigation tried in the courts of the district. Earnest eff^ort,

close application and the exercise of his native talents have won him prestige

as a lawyer, a fact which is highly complimentary, for no bar has numbered
more eminent and prominent men.

Mr. Dew was married in 1877 to Miss Julia E. Parkinson, a daughter
of Hon. Alfred J. Parkinson, a wealthy farmer of Madison county, Illinois,

and a former member of the state senate. She died leaving three children :

Emma E., who married Olin T. Thorp; Samuel Arthur; and Julia L. Mr.

Dew was for many years a' member and commander of Farragut Post, No.

3, G. A. R., and one of its most prominent members. He has attended many
national encampments as delegate from the department of Missouri, has been

judge advocate of that department and also assistant national inspector gen-

eral and three terms a member of its national council of administration, also

department commander of the Department of Missouri, and at present the

adjutant general of the national organization. In the line of his profession

he is connected with the Kansas City Bar Association, while fraternally he

is a Mason. He gives unsw^erving allegiance to the republican party, which

he has supported since age conferred upon him the right of franchLse, and

a. salient characteristic in his life—one that wins him uniform respect
—is

found in his allegiance to any cause or principle which he believes to be right.

LEANDER J. TALBOTT.

Leander J. Talbott, who since 1868 has engaged in the real-estate busi-

ness in Kansas City, was born in Meigs county, Ohio, August 13, 1849. His

father, Joshua Talbott, was a farmer and miller, who in Ohio, the state

of their nativity, married Adeline L. Williamson. Both are now deceased.

Their family numbered eight children, three of whom survive, a brother,

James A. Talbott, being now vice-president of the First National Bank of

Butte. Montana, while a sister, Mary E., is the widow of Major S. D. Vaughan,
a prominent pioneer and real-estate man and public official of Kansas City,

who died in 1874. Mrs. Vaughan now makes her home with her brother,

Lean dor.
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The year 1857 witnessed the arrival of L. J. Talbott in Kansas City.
He came with his parents and pursued his education in private schools here.

Since the age of eighteen years he has been connected with real-estate in-

terests, at that time entering a real-estate ofhce as clerk and gaining therein
an intimate and accurate knowledge of the business and thus laying the
foundation for his later prosperity. In 1868 he established a real-estate office

on his own account and has since continued in this field of activity, being
most of the time alone.

On the 7th of September, 1876, Mr. Talbott was married to Miss Carrie

Madeira, a daughter of the Rev. Dr. Madeira, formerly pastor of the Central

Presbyterian church of Kansas City but now living retired. They have two
sons and one daughter: Addison M., who is engaged in the newspaper
business in Buffalo, New York; Lee J., who is a student in Cornell- Uni-

versity; and Dorothy, at home.

Mr. Talbott is a democrat in his political views and has been somewhat

prominent in the local ranks of his party which, recognizing his ability and

public spirit, has several times elected him to office. He was chosen city
auditor in 1876, 1877 and 1878 and in 1884 was elected mayor of the city.

Over his official record there falls no shadow of wrong and in fact his entire

life has been in harmony wdth upright principles and with his professions
as a member of the Presbyterian church. He has made his home in Kansas

City from early boyhood and is well known to a large majority of his fellow

townsmen.

JAMES MACKENZIE.

James Mackenzie, financial agent in Kansas City, was born in Scot'

land and since 1882 has been an American citizen. In that year he set-

tled in Texas, where he engaged in the cattle business. He made a large

acquaintance in the w^est, commanded public confidence by reason of un-

assailable integrity, and hence, on embarking in financial operations, was not

long in securing a large and very desirable clientage. In 1889 he located

in Kansas City to engage in business as a loan investment and financial

agent, and since that time has operated largely here, being one of the well

known representatives of financial interests in the city. In 1885 his brother,

William C. Mackenzie, had come from Scotland and joined him in the new
world. He had been engaged in East India trade in Scotland and would

have gone to India to acquaint himself with the business at that end of the

line, but, encouraged by James Mackenzie's success, he came to the United

States instead. The firm was then formed in 1889, under the style of J. &
W. C. Mackenzie, and still continues. Their name is an honored one on

commercial paper and their business methods have ever been such as will

bear the closest investigation. They are now financial agents of large con-

cerns and do an extensive business, representing in this way manj prominent
business men of Kansas City and elsew^here. They were among the first to

make it possible to borrow money at a low rate of interest in Kansas City,
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and during the period of their operation here, covering almost two decades,

they have gained a place in the foremo.-t rank among the representatives

of finance. As businass men and as private citizens, they take an active part

in all movements for the upbuilding of Kansas City, contributing in sub-

stantial measure for the furtherance of plans and measures for the general

good.

ANTON WEBER.

Anton Weber, coming to America without capital at the age of fifteen

years, has been closely associated with the meat industry of the country since

that time and is today proprietor of the largest retail grocery and meat market

in Missouri. The steps in his orderly progression which mark his life record

are easily discernible. He has utilized each opportunity as it has come to

him, watching his chances for advancement, and in the legitimate channels

of trade has gained his present position as one of the prosperous business

men of Kansas City. He was born in Hesse-Darmstadt, Germany, July 2,

1853. His father, John Weber, was a grain merchant, who died in Hesse-

Darmstadt in 1897. He engaged extensively in shipping grain on the Rhine

and was a prominent and influential resident of his locality. His father,

William Weber, was proprietor of a meat market there. John Weber mar-

ried Miss Katherine Sanders, whose father and brothers were the most prom-
inent meat dealers and cattle buyers of the country. Mrs. Weber sundved

her husband for about three years and passed away in 1900.

Anton Weber was the fifth in order of birth in a family of eight chil-

dren, of whom three are living, his brothers being Conrad Weber, a retired

butcher of New York city ;
and August Weber, a caterer of that city.

Anton Weber spent his boyhood days in Hesse and there acquired his

education in the public schools. At an early age he entered the employ of

his uncle, Nicholas Weber, in the meat and cattle business, but the oppor-

tunities of the new world attracted him and he came alone to America at

the age of fifteen years. Here he entered the butchering business in New
York city in association with his brother Conrad, who had crossed the Atlantic

in 1865. They were thus ^associated for seven years, after which Anton

Weber opened four different stores for Naus Brothers, still controlling one

of the largest meat concerns of that city. Mr. Weber managed these stores

for about six years, after which he spent two years in the employ of Freiden-

burg, a large packer, shipping pork to England.
On the expiration of that period Mr. Weber, witli his brother Conrad,

opened two shops which he managed alone, as his brother retired from busi-

ness. He was very successful in this undertaking and in 1882-.S wa< pro-

prietor of the largest retail meat markol in New York city. In 1880, how-

ever, he sold out there and came to the west. After spending a year in travel-

ing over the western country before deciding what business should claim his

attention, he became favorably impressed with the advantages and oppor-

tunities of Kansas Citv and determined to locate here. In 1891, therefore.
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he opened a butcher shop on Eleventh and Walnut streets and his Uisual

success attended him. In fact his trade grew so rapidly that his quarters
soon became too small and he removed to his present location in 1897. Al-

though he began operations in a limited way, he has developed the largest

retail market in the state and his name in this connection has become known

throughout the world. His business has proved an excellent income paying
investment and aside from his operations as a dealer in meat he is also inter-

ested in various other biLsiness enterprises and has likewise become the owner

of considerable Kansas City real estate. His own residence, located at No.

3335 Harrison street, was completed in 1901.

Mv. Weber was married in New York city, in 1875, to Miss Mary Tilton

and unto them were born three children, but Conrad, the eldest, died in in-

fancy. Anton, the second son, is with his father in business; and Mary is

the wife of Albert Altman, of the Altman Jewelry Company of Kansas City.

Following the death of his first wife Mr. Weber was married in Kansas City,

in June, 1890, to Miss Hattie Eprich, a native of Germany, and they had

one child, William, who died in infancy.

Mr. W^eber is much interested in racing stock and owns a stable of nine

fine racers. Fraternally he is connected with the Elks and has been one

of the most active representatives of the charitable work of the lodge. He

belongs to St. Vincent's Catholic church arid is a man of genial, social na-

ture, public spirited in his citizenship and generous to all in need of aid.

BEVERLY C. PLATT.

Beverly C. Piatt, partner of the incoi-porated firm of Piatt & Boone, con-

ducting a general real-estate, loan and investment business in Kansas City,

was born here, November 29, 1876. His father, Mortimer R. Piatt, a native

of New York, came to Kansas City forty years ago and engaged in the cattle

business but is now retired. He married Beverly Helm, a native of Kentucky.

In the public schools their son Beverly began his education, which was

afterward continued in Phillips Academy at Exeter, New Hampshire, and

in Colgate University at Hamilton, New York. Thus prepared by liberal

intellectual training for life's responsible duties, he returned to Kansas City

in 1896 and entered the First National Bank, where he remained for two

years. He then enlisted for service in the Spanish-American war as sergeant

of the Third Missouri Infantry, remaining with that command for six

months.

After being mustered out he again returned to his native city and be-

came one of the organizers of the Merchants Refrigerating Company. A year

later, however, he sold hi^ interest in that business and became a factor in

real-estate operations in partnership with C. A. McGervey under the firm

style of Piatt & McGervey. This partnership was dissolved in 1904 and Mr.

Piatt then continued alone until 1907, when the business was incorporated

under the style of Piatt & Boone. They conduct a general real-estate, loan
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and investment business and have gained many patrons, hi;^ clientage con-

stantly increasing. Mr. Piatt is also a large stockholder in two of the fine

new office buildings in the business district and is secretary of the Commercial

Improvement Company, now engaged in building a large viaduct on Main

street from Twentieth to Twenty-third streets over the Belt Line tracks. He
is a young man of notable energy, determination and force of character,

who in his business career is actuated by a connnendable ambition that

brooks no obstacles which can be overcome by earnest and persistent effort

and thus ultimately reached the objective point.

On the 20th of November, 1902, Mr. Piatt was married to Miss Mary
Woolfolk, a daughter of John Woolfolk, of Clinton, Missouri. He votes

with the democracy but is not active jls a party worker and his membership
relations are with the Masons, the Kansas City Club and the Evanston Golf

Club—associations which indicate much of the character of his interests and

pastimes.

THOMAS J. BRODNAX.

Thomas J. Brodnax is the senior partner of the wholesale shipping and

exporting firm of Brodnax & McLiney and is thus a prominent representa-

tive of one of the important commercial interests of Kansas City. He is

likewise interested in land in Alabama and has quite extensive investments

in the gas fields of Kansas. Developing his native powers and his latent

talents and judging with accuracy the value of a business situation,

his course has been marked by an orderly progression that has Ijrought him

to a position of prominence in business circles.

He was born July 3, 1859, in Greene county near Eutaw, Alabama, on

the old plantation known as Meriwether's Landing, bordering the Black

Warrior river. He comes of English lineage, the ancestry being traced back

to the time of Edward IV. Interesting achievements of the Brodnax family

are referred to in a recently published volume entitled Cradle of the Repub-

lic; the History of Early Jamestown, edited by Lyon Gardner Tyler, LL.D.,

president of William & Mary's College; and ako volume 14, Nos. 1 and 2,

of the William & Mary's College Quarterly, published in July and August,
1905. Toward the end of the seventeenth century there appeared in Vir-

ginia two brothers, William and John Brodnax, sons of Robert Brodnax, a

goldsmith of London and native of Godmersham, County Kent, England.
John Brodnax settled in Williamsburg, where he carried on business as a

goldsmith, while William, the younger brother, of whom T. J. Brodnax is

a direct descendant, settled at Jamestown Island. His grandson, General

Robert Brodnax, was prominent in the Revolutionary war. Henry W.

Brodnax. father of our subject, was a merchant and planter and served as

an officer in the Mexican war. Prior to the Civil war he was a wholesale

merchant and export^^r of cotton from Mobile, Alabama. He later removed

to the plantation in Greene county, Alabama, which was his wife's estate,

having been established by her father. Dr. Zachary Meriwether, one of the
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early settlers of that county. During the period of the Civil war Henry
W. Brodnax looked after home affairs as commissary and spent the re-

mainder of his life on the plantation. Both he and his wife, who bore the

maiden name of Rachel Meriwether, are now deceased. She was also of

English lineage and traced her ancestry in an unbroken line to Richard

Meriwether, who in the sixteenth century was given a coat of arms by
Charles I for "wisdom in battle." Nicholas Meriwether, head of the Ameri-
can branch of the family, came to America about 1650 and was given large

grants of land in the colony of Virginia by Charles II in 1652.

Thomas James Brodnax acquired his education in the country schools

of Greene county and in the Southern University at Greensboro, Alabama,
where he spent one term. On account of financial reverses he was obliged
to leave the university before graduation and entered upon his business

career in a general store at Eutaw, Alabama. His business training, how-

ever, was largely acquired under his uncle, John T. Brodnax, of New Or-

leans, who was engaged in handling grain for export. In the fall of 1887
T. J. Brodnax came to Kansas City and established an office for carrying on

the grain trade. In 1889 he returned to New Orleans to further enlarge
his connections and in 1891 again came to Kansas City to make his per-

manent home. Upon his return he organized the wholesale shipping and

exporting firm of Brodnax & McLiney. The business of the firm is very

extensive, having been gradually developed along safe, substantial lines until

it has reached large proportions. During nearly the entire time of his resi-

dence here Mr. Brodnax has been an officer of the board of trade and in 1907

was chosen to the presidency, but was obliged to rasign the position on ac-

count of the increasing demands of his private interests. He still holds his

third interest in the old plantation of fifteen hundred acres in Greene county,

Alabama, and owns two thousand acres of timber land in an adjoining

county. He is also heavily interested in gas leases and a gas plant in Pleas-

anton, Linn county, Kansas, and his property holdings in Kansas City

include an elegant residence at No. 3526 Walnut street.

On the 14th of October, 1891, Mr. Brodnax was married to Miss Myrtle
M. Deardorff, a daughter of Louis J. Deardorff, a pioneer lumber-dealer and

at one time prominent in the business circles of Kansas City, but now de-

ceased. He was the builder of the Deardorff building, in which Mrs. Brodnax

owns a fourth interest, together with a third interest in the building occupied

by the North-Mahoney Furniture Company at 1114-16 Walnut street, which

stands on the site of her father's lumberyards in the early days of Kansas

City. Mr. and Mrs. Brodnax have one son, Lewis Meriwether, born June

19, 1899.

Aside from his association with the Kansas City board of trade Mr.

Brodnax is idenified with other interests having bearing upon the business

development and prosperity of the city and its progress in many lines. He

belongs to the Commercial Club and to the Merchants & Manufacturers

Association, while in more specifically social lines he is connected with

the Elm Ridge Club and the Evanston Golf Club. He belongs to St. Paul's

Episcopal church, of which he is treasurer, and no good work done in the
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name of charity or religion seeks his cooperation in vain. He is pubhc
spirited, interested in all matters of civic virtue and civic pride and his labors

in behalf of his adopted city have been far-reaching and beneficial. He is

a splendid type of the southern gentleman, congenial, courteous and hos-

pitable, with appreciation for the social amenities of life and posessing at

the same time that force of character and capability that render him a

prominent and forceful factor in business circles.

HON. AKMWELL LOCKWOOD COOPER.

Hon. Armwell Lockwood Cooper, lawyer and state senator from Kansas

City, was born at Willow Grove, Delaware, November 15, 1870. Hi.< par-

ents, Thomas B. and Emily (Marvel) Cooper, the former a farmer, are now
deceased. Both were representatives of early families of Lower Delaware,
their ancestors having located there on coming from England long prior to

the Revolutionary war. The succeeding generations have always been Meth-

odists and democrats and many membei's of both families have been prominent
in the history of that state as factors in its moral progress and in its political

history. These included the Rev. Ignatius Cooper, the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper
and Judge Cooper, who served on the supreme bench of Delaware in the

early part of the nineteenth century. In the maternal line the family in-

cluded such distinguished members as Ex-Governor Robert J. Reynolds, Ex-

Governor Marvel and Judge David Marvel of the supreme court of Delaware.

In early boyhood A. L. Cooper became a pupil in the country schools

of Willow Grove, afterward attended the public schools of Dover and sub-

sequently the Wilmington Conference Academy at that place. He came
to Missouri in 1889 and located in Kansas City, where he read law with

Judge Walter A. Powell as his preceptor until his admission to the bar in

1895. He then began practice alone and subsequently became a member
of the firm of Wollman, Solomon & Cooper, which continued until the 1st

of January, 1905. Mr. Cooper has since again been alone and in" hi-; prac-

tice confines himself to no special branch of the law but has been very suc-

cessful in establishing a large general practice. For the past four years he

has lectured on code and common law pleading in the Kansas City School

of Law. His reputation has been won through earnest, honest labor and his

.standing at the bar is a merited tribute to his ability. He represents many
large corporations and is moreover interested in various local financial and
commercial institutions, in some of which he is a director and in others

counsel.

Mr. Cooper is perhaps equally well known as a democratic leader of

Kansas City, has always taken an active part in politics and has frequently
addressed the public from democratic platforms. Mc brings to the solution

of political problems the same analytical power and keen discrimination

which have characterized his professional labors. He has been spoken of

many times for the nomination for circuit judge and in the fall of 1907
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was elected to represent the seventh district in the state senate, being there-

fore now one of the law makers of Missouri.

On the 14th of November, 1899, Mr. Cooper was married to Miss Caro-

line M. Ley, a daughter of Gustave Ley, of Clay county, Missouri. They
have two daughters: Dorothy Emily, six and a half years of age; and Ger-

trude Caroline, three years old. The circle of their friends is almost co-

extensive with the circle of their acquaintances. Mr. Cooper is a Mason

and an Elk and is a past chancellor of the Knights of Pythias, while along
more exclusively professional linas he is connected with the Kansas City

Bar Association and the Missouri State Bar Association. In the law and in

politics he has attained notable distinction for one of his years and yet,

while undoubtedly he is not without that honorable ambition which is so

powerful and useful as an incentive to activity in public affairs, he regards

the pursuits of private life as being in themselves abundantly worthy of his

best efforts.

FELIX L. LA FORCE.

Felix L. La Force, engaged in the brokerage business in Kansas City,

is one of Missouri's native sons, his birth having occurred in Boone county,

on the 31st of Aug-ust, 1847. His parents were Washington and Pheraba

(Wright) La Force. The father was a native of Kentucky, and in 1830

established his home in Boone county, spending his last days, however, in

Mexico, Missouri. His wife was born in Boone county. The La Force fam-

ily was of French descent and early representatives of the name in this coun-

try lived in Virginia. The Wright family removed from Tennessee to Ken-

tucky and thence to Missouri.

After acquiring a public-school education Felix L. La Force engaged

in merchandising, first as a clerk in the employ of Jonathan Kirkbride, a

typical Quaker, and later succeeded his employer in the owmership of the

store. In 1881 he came to Kansas City, seeking a broader field of oppor-

tunity and wider scope for the exercise of his industry and enterprise
—his

dominant qualities. Here he embarked in the wholesale dry-goods business

as a member of the firm of Grimes, Woods, La Force & Company. In 1885

changers in the partnership led to the adoption of the firm style of the W. B.

Grimes Dry Goods Company. Mr. La Force was buyer for the house, which

became one of the largest mercantile enterprises of the west. W. B. Grimes

& Company were succeeded by the Sw^offord Bros. Dry Goods Company.

Success attended the efforts of Mr. La Force and when he retired from the

Avholesale dry goods trade he engaged in the brokerage business, dealing in

stocks, bonds and real astate and also making loans. For a time he was

associated with his brother, W. B. La Force, under the firm name of F. L.

La Force & Company, but in 1895 the brother withdrew^ and Felix L. La

Force has since been alone in business. Few men are better informed con-

cerning the money market in its various phases, and aside from an extensive

and profitable brokerage business, w^hich he is now conducting, he is inter-
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ested in commercial and farming interests, being at the present time a director

in the Union National Bank.

In 1880 Mr. La Force was married to Miss Ella Eritill, of Howard county,

Missouri, a daughter of the late Colonel J. R. Estill, a distinguished citizen

of Missouri and one of the largest landowners of the state. He was also

curator of the Missouri State University and died in 1900 at an advanced

age, honored and respected by all. Mr. La Force is independent in his

political tendencies, favoring the democratic party, and he belongs to that

class of public-spirited American citizens who in promoting individual suc-

cess also contribute to the general welfare.

EVAN L. CRANFILL.

Evan L. CranfiU is manager for the Home Construction Company of

Kansas City, in which connection he displays comprehensive and accurate

understanding of the great scientific principles which underlie mechanical

engineering and building operations. His ability has been manifest and

is still evidenced in mnny fine structures in different parts of the country

in which he has lived and labored. One of Missouri's native sons, his birth

occurred in Pulaski county, May 31, 1871, his parents being Dr. M. L. and

H. A. (Benbow) CranfiU, who were natives of North Carolina. The father

devoted his life to the practice of medicine and surgery and both he and

his wife are now deceased. In their family were six children, of whom
three survive, the two sisters of our subject being residents of Eau Claire,

Michigan.
When Evan L. CranfiU wa.-; but two years of age his parents removed

to Anderson, Indiana, where he acquired his education as a public school

student. When a young man he went to Summitville, Indiana, where he

was engaged in newspaper work for about three years and on the expiration

of that period he began qualifying himself for mechanical engineering and

has continued in tliL*^ Hne throughout his entire life. He first came to Kan-

sas City in 1890 but remained only a short time, after which he made his

home in several towns in the south and in the east, where he was engaged

on important construction work. In 1904 he returned to Kansas City, where

he has since resided and has been connected with building operations as

manager for the Home Construction Company, save that for a brief period

he was in the employ of Swift & Company, meat packers of this city and

Chicago, as foreman of construction. He built many of the beautiful homes

in Allegheny, Pennsylvania, and a number of the large buildings there and

in other towns in the south and east, and as manager for the Home Con-

struction Company he is now closely associated with important contract work

in Kansas City. The company has adopted a somewhat unique plan and

one which others might do wdl to follow. In the construction of factories,

residences and industrial plants they take their contracts on the "cost-plus-

a-fixed-siim" plan, by whicli system th(> owner pays the actual cost of
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raatei'iaLs and labor plus a fixed sum settled upon in advance for the use

of the company's building plant, organization and superintendence of the

work. Under this system they contract to design and erect buildings from
start to finish or build according to designs and plans furnished by other

architects. The experience of the largest firms in this country has proven
that the best results in speed, economy and quality of work can be secured

in this way, and the Home Construction Company has rapidly progressed
in popular favor and in the extent of its patronage since this method has

been adopted. Mr. Cranfill as manager has gained a prominent place in

industrial circles and aside from his building operations he is the inventor

of special wood-working machinery, which is used in connection with their

contract work. The business has grown very rapidly and new space is being
added to accommodate the demands of the trade.

In 1894 Mr. Cranfill was married, at Augusta, Georgia, to Miss Minnie

Hallman, and they are parents of two children. The family home is at

No. 1221 Cherry street. Mr. Cranfill belongs to the Yeomen lodge of Kansas

City. He is connected with the Christian Science church and is a man of

broad view^s and liberal ideas, who keeps pace with advanced thought upon
many subjects. In business he entered upon his varied duties with admirable

equipment and his thoroughness and care in execution have gained him a

prominent place in building circles.

CHARLES B. ADAMS.

Charles B. Adams, a practitioner at the Kansas City bar, was born in

Boonville, Missouri, August 26, 1861, and is a representative of one of the

pioneer families of the state. His paternal grandfather was a native of

Virginia, where the family w^as represented in colonial days. He emigrated

to Kentucky in pioneer times and married a sister of Chief Justice Boyle.

Their son, Andrew Adams, father of Charles B. Adams, came to Missouri

in 1812 from Kentucky, his native state, and located in Howard county

near Rocheport. He was engaged in the Santa Fe trade there for several

years and afterward became connected with merchandising in old Mexico.

About 1832 he returned to Missouri, settling in Boonville, where for fifty

five years he made his home, his death there occurring in 1887. He was

closely associated with the early development of the state in its varied phases

of progress and contributed in substantial measure to its upbuilding. He

married Miss Sarah Flourney, who was born at Independence, Missouri, a

representative of one of the oldest and most prominent families of the

western part of the state. One of their sons is Washington Adams, a well

known lawyer of Kansas City.

Charles B. Adams supplemented his preliminary education by study

in Haynes Academy at Boonville, from which he was graduated with the

class of 1880. He is an alumnus of the law department of the University of

Virginia of 1885, and following his preparation for the bar he came to Kan-
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sas City in September of that year and has since been a representative of the

legal fraternity here. He was first associated with his brother, "Washington

Adams, then city councilor. After two years he opened an office alone and

in 1889 formed a partnership with E. E. Potterfield that continued for three

years. Subsequently he practiced with N. F. Heitman for three years and

then took offices with his brother, where he still continues. He makes a

specialty of civil law and his preparation of cases is most thorough and ex-

haustive. He readily grasps the strong points of law and fact and presents

his cause in such a manner as to leave no doubt as to the correctness of his

views or of his conclusions. Every point is given its true prominence and

the case is argued with such skill, ability and power that he rarely fail< to

gain the verdict desired.

Mr. Adams belongs to the Kansas City Bar Association and to other so-

cieties and organizations. His religious faith is indicated by his affiliation

with the Presbyterian church and his ])olitical belief by his allegiance to

the democratic party.

JOHN P. PRESCOTT.

Among the buildings of modern construction in Kansas City is the

Terminal Warehouse at Broadway and the Belt Line tracks, which was the

first reinforced concrete building in this part of the west and one of the

first concrete warehouses in America. Since its completion ]\Ir. Prescott has

given his undivided time and attention to its management and rental. The

spirit of enterprise actuates him in all that he does and has enabled

him to overcome obstacles that would have seemed an insurmountable bar

to progress in the lives of other men.

Born at Spirit Lake, Iowa, on the 4th of February, 1859, he is a son

of John S. and Mary (Harris) Prescott. The father, a lawyer, now deceased,

was a native of Boston and came west in 1845 to Wisconsin, removing thence

to Iowa in 1857. He was descended from Puritan ancestry, John Prescott.

the progenitor of the family in America, arriving in this country in 1640

from England. He located near Boston and founded a family which has

numbered many distinguished members, including Colonel Prescott of Breed

Hill fame in the Revolutionary war and William Tlickling Prescott, the

eminent historian, also of the same family.

Mr. Prescott was educated in Ihc counnuu sc4io()ls of Iowa. Illinois and

Mississippi, pureuing his studies to the age of fourteen years, when he began
work as telegraph operator, being thus employed to the age of seventeen.

He afterward lierded cattle in tlic I'an Handle of Texas for two years, after

w^hich he engaged in railroad construction as a member of an engineering

party, his time being thus passed through the succeeding ten years in the

west and in Mexico. Anotliei- decade was devoted to railroad contracting

in Mexico and Central America and in 1898 he arrived in Kansas City, where

he engaged in the milling business, in whi(4i he contiimed until three years
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ago, when he erected the Terminal Warehouse at Broadway and the Belt

Line tracks. This building, the first reinforced concrete structure in this

part of the. west, was put up with a view of giving the most complete pro-
tection from fire and no woodwork was used in its construction. It is one
of the largest warehouses of the southwest. Since the completion of the

building Mr. Prescott has devoted his attention entirely to its management
and is now contemplating the erection of another warehouse which the in-

crease in his business demands. He has made judicious and extensive in-

vestments in real estate and now has considerable income property.
On the 20th of December, 1892, Mr. Prescott was married at Chase

City, Virginia, to Miss Martha Anderson, of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, a

daughter of John Anderson, who was killed in the Civil war. In his politi-

cal views Mr. Prescott is a stalwart republican, but without desire for office.

He belongs to the Manufacturers & Merchants Association, is president of

the Employejs Association and is a member of the Commercial and the

Kansas City Clubs. His identification with these organizations shows his

deep interest in the business outlook and prospects of the city and his ac-

tive cooperation in many movements which are an element in its commercial

and industrial growth and improvement. He started out in life for himself

with no special equipment and from the age of fourteen years has depended

upon his own resources, but has eagerly availed himself of opportunities for

advancement and each forward step has brought him a wider outlook, lead-

ing on to larger successes.

STEPHEN H. VELIE.

Stephen H. Velie, secretary and manager of the John Deere Plow Com-

pany, of Kansas City, was born in Princeton, Illinois, October 20, 1862. His

father, Stephen H, Velie, now deceased, was secretary and manager for

Deere & Company at Moline, Illinois. His mother, Mrs. Emma Velie, was

a daughter of John Deere, the founder of the Deere enterprises, and she is

also now deceased.

Stephen H. A'^elie, of this review, was educated in the Michigan ^Military

Academy and the Racine Business College. At eighteen years of age he

entered the plow shops of Deere & Company, where he remained for three

years, gaining comprehensive and accurate knowledge of the business, bring-

ing to him excellent equipment as a preparation for the responsibilities that

have devolved upon him in positions of executive control and administrative

ability in later years in connection with the development and growth of the

trade. At twenty-one years of age he went to Helena, Arkansas, where for

eight years he was engaged in the operation of a sawmill, and in 1892 he

came to Kansas City as assistant manager of the John Deere Plow Company.
In 1904 he became secretary and manager of that concern, which also con-

trols the John Deere Plow Company of Denver and the John Deere Plow

Company of Oklahoma City. This concern is the largest of its kind in the
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world, luindliiig all kind:; of farm iiiachiiiery and light and heavy vehicles.

The Kansas City plant is separately capitalized under the laws of Missouri

and representvs an investment of over a million dollars while the annual
volume of business is many times that amount. Mr. \^elie is also president
of the Fort Smith \Vagon Company, of Fort Smith, Arkansas, and chairman
of its executive board. This concern has a capacity of hfteen hundred

wagons per annum. He is president of the Velie Saddlery Company, of

Kansas City, which he organized live years ago, and which has developed so

rapidly that it equals in size the largest harness, collar and saddlery manu-

factory in the west. He was one of the organizers and i^ the vice president
of the Velie Carriage Company, of Moline, Illinois, one of the largest manu-
factories of high grade vehicles in the United States, its output in 1907 being

tw^enty-one thousand buggies and surreys. He is one of the stockholders in

the Southland Lumber Company and the Southern Lumber Company, well

known yellow-pine enterprises of Arkansas and Louisiana, and has various

other interests of minor importance. He is the vice president of the Velie

Motor Vehicle Company, recently organized for manufacturing motor

vehicles in Moline, Illinois. He has invested to some extent in Kansas City
real estate and owns one of the most beautiful residences in the city, which

i^ located at No.4500 Warwdck Boulevard and which he erected two years

ago. His manufacturing interests are so diversified that three corps of trav-

eling salesmen are employed to sell his product- covering the territory of

Kansas, Western Missouri, Oklahoma, Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and

the panhandle of Texas, and there is no man better known throughout the

entire southwest than Stephen H. Velie.

Notwithstanding the immense volume of business to which he has given

his personal attention and direction, Mr. Velie has been very active in public

and social affairs. He has always taken a great interest in the welfare of

the city and has served as director of the Commercial Club. He has been

president of the Kansas City Club, the Country Club and Elm Ridge Club,

the ^lissouri Hunt Club and the Polo Club. He is at present a director in

the Country Club, which has recently absorbed the Hunt and Polo Club,

in whose sports he has been particularly active, having served as ma>ter of

the hounds while for the past five years he has been captain of the polo

team. He is an ardent and enthusiastic hunter and has successfully hunted

all the big game of the United States and Canada. In politics a stanch

republican, he takes only a general interest in political affairs.

On the 10th of .Tuly. 18(S4, Mr. Velie w^as married to Miss Emma
Ainsw'orth, a daughter of C. R. Ainsworth, a prominent lumberman of

Moline. Illinois. Mrs. Velie is a Daughter of the Revolution and prominent
in the highest .*ocial circles of Kansas City. They have one son, Tom A.,

secretary and a.s^istant manager of the Velie Saddlery Company. He was

born July 'fi, 1<S85, and was married July 10, 1906, to Cordelia Coombs, a

daughter of .Joseph Coombs, of Linneus, Missouri. They have one son, Craig

C. Velie, born April 27, 1907.

A tall, well-proportioned and finely developed man. with a face denoting

firmness, determination and the ability to succeed in any undertaking.
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Stephen H. Velie seems fitted by nature for the position of leadership to

which he has attained in the business world. He is a man of well balanced

mind, even temper and conservative habits, who possesses courage to venture

where favoring opportunity is presented even though he must take the initial

step in this direction, and his judgment and even-paced energy generally

carry him forward to the goal of success. He is preeminently a man of

business, one of large capacities and powers, inspiring confidence in others

by his sound judgment and his utilization of the facilities and opportunities
which oflFer. Those who meet him on a social plane recognize in him a genial,

courteous gentleman who has due regard for the social amenities of life.

EDAVARD LYNCH MATHIAS, M. D.

Dr. Edward Lynch Mathias, physician and surgeon of Kansas City and

chief probation officer of the juvenile court, was born at Westminster, Carroll

county, Maryland, January 9, 1880, a son of Dr. John Swope and Mary Louise

(Lynch) Mathias, the father still a practicing physician of Westminster. The
Mathias family is of German lineage, although the American branch of the

family was founded in this country about 1650, a settlement being made in

Pennsylvania, whence a removal was later made to Maryland. In the latter

state the great-grandfather, the grandfather and the father of Dr. E. L. Ma-

thias successively and successfully practiced medicine. The mother of Dr.

Mathias of this review is a representative of an old Maryland family of Irish

origin and her father, Edward Lynch, a wholesale implement dealer and lum-

berman, was prominent in the business circles of his state.

Dr. E. L. Mathias, having mastered the elementary branches of learning
in the public schools, pursued a preparatory course in the Western Maryland

College at Westminster and in 1900 entered the University of Maryland, from

which he was graduated in 1903 with the degree of M. D. He is of the fourth

generation of his family to graduate from that college, his father, Dr. John

Swope Mathias, having been an alumnus of 1878, his grandfather, Dr. William

R. Mathias, of 1856, and his great-grandfather. Dr. John Swope Mathias, in

1813. The representative of the profession in each succeeding generation has

attained more than local distinction in his chosen calling and the record is

one which reflects credit upon the institution in which they received their

specific training.

Dr. Edward L. Mathias came to Kansas City in July, 1903, a month after

his graduation, and entered upon general practice here. In January, 1905,

he was appointed to the position of deputy probation officer by Judge McCune
of the juvenile court and in August, 1906, was made chief probation officer.

The juvenile court and its tributary institutions, established by Judge McCune
several years ago, have done much for the redemption of wayward children and

the betterment of conditions of the children of the poorer classes, but never

has this work aroused the interest and support of the people as in the past

year and this fact is due no doubt in a great measure to the energies of Dr.
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Mathias, who has become so devoted to this work that he has put aside his

professional duties save as his knowledge and practice may be of service to

him in this connection. AVhen Dr. Mathias became engaged in the work

three years ago it employed only two men and handled only a few children

in the county jail. Today there are seven paid officers and six voluntary
officers and in the past year they handled sixteen hundred and sixty-one chil-

dren under the jurisdiction of the juvenile court. During the past year Dt.

Mathias has assisted in forming the following affiliated organizations: The

Boys' Hotel, of which he is secretary; the Baby Home, to care for neglected

babies and those held by the juvenile court; The Juvenile Relief Association

for the care of children not coming under the jurisdiction of the Provident

Association
;
and The Juvenile Improvement Club, to foster all movements

for the betterment and amusement of children, of which Mr. McCune is presi-

dent. Mayor Beardsly vice president, Arthur Jelly treasurer and Dr. Mathias

secretary. He is likewise secretary of the auxiliary board of the Post-Graduate

Hospital.

His membership relations extend to the Kappa Sigma of the University
of Maryland and the Knife & Fork Club of Kansas City. He is non-partisan
and non-sectarian—the former because of his dislike for any position attained

or held through any other consideration than that of personal merit and the

latter because of his belief that sect or creed has no place in such a work as

that in which he is engaged. Of a warmly sympathetic nature, of conscien-

tious purpose and high ideals, his broad humanitarianism makes him deeply
interested in the work to which he is now devoting his life and which is bear-

ing rich fruits in the lives of the little ones who, not properly shielded by
home influence or environment from the temptations of life, make appeal to

the sympathies and assistance of every . individual who recognizes man's obli-

gations to his fellowmen.

EDWARD H. KIENZLE.

Edward H. Kienzle, secretary of and Kansas City manager for the Amer-
ican Sash & Door Company, was born at Muscatine, Iowa, March 28, 1866.

His father, George Kienzle, came from Germany about 1850 and located in

Muscatine, Iowa, where he married Malvina Huttig, also a native of Germany.
He engaged in the retail lumber business until a few years ago, when he re-

tired and now makes his home in Kansas City.

Edward H. Kienzle mastered the branches of learning taught in the pub-
lic schools of Muscatine and central Iowa and later pursued a course in a bus-

iness college, being thus qualified for the practical and responsible duties which

come with entrance into business life. At the age of twenty years he removed

to Kansas City, where he entered the employ of the AVestern Sash & Door Com-

pany, having charge of the office for four years. On the expiration of that

period he embarked in tlie retail hmiber bu.-iness, in which he engaged for a

year, after which he entered the employ of the Roach & Musser Manufacturing
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Company, of which five years later he became manager. In 1903 Mr. Musser
withdrew and the business was reorganized under the firm style of Roach &
Kienzle, Mr. Kienzle becoming vice president and general manager, as Mr.

Roach, the president, resides in Muscatine, Iowa. In 1905 they consolidated

with the Huttig & Moss Manufacturing Company of St. Joseph, Missouri,

merging into one concern as the American Sash & Door Company, of which
Mr. Kienzle is secretary and the Kansas City manager. This firm now oper-
ates two large plants, one at Kansas City and the other at St. Joseph, Missouri,

with general offices at Kansas City. The business is capitalized at a million

dollars. Their Kansas City plant is the most complete of any of the kind in

the United States, covering three acres and being supplied with the latest im-

proved machinery. It is located at Sixteenth and Bellefontaine streets, on

one of the main boulevards of the city, and in the rear are the Belt Line tracks,

with which they are connected by eight hundred feet of switch tracks. Two
hundred men are employed at this plant, while the St. Joseph plant is nearly
as large, furnishing employment to one hundred and fifty workmen. They
carry on an extensive business as manufacturers of sash and doors and general
mill work, also large manufacturers of bank, office and store fixtures, mantels,

etc. They employ fifteen traveling salesmen, w^ho cover all the western states

and their output is sent into various parts of the country. Mr. Kienzle has

devoted his energies untiringlj'' to the upbuilding of the business and its suc-

cess is attributable in no small measure to his efforts.

In June, 1888, occurred the marriage of Mr. Kienzle and Miss Gertrude

Baird, a daughter of Dr. T. C. Baird, of Kansas City. They have one daugh-

ter, Constance, eighteen years of age, who is now attending Miss Church's pri-

vate school in Boston. Mrs. Kienzle is very prominent in Christian Science

circles and for the past two years has been a reader at the Second Church of

Christ, Scientist, at Thirty-first street and Troost avenue and has been elected

for a three years' term. This church is the finest in the city and was built

by an organization started by her mother, Mrs. Baird, who has been a leader

in the Christian Science church here for twenty-five years.

Mr. Kienzle is a member of the Manufacturers & Merchants Associa-

tion and his standing in business circles is well indicated by the fact that he

was elected to its vice presidency in 1906. He is a lover of horses and very

fond of manly, athletic, outdoor sports. He owns a fine home at No. 3614

Madison avenue in Roanoke, one of the best residence districts of the city.

THOMAS J. SEEHORN,

Thomas J. Seehorn, who is serving as circuit judge by appointment of

Governor Folk, his term extending to the 1st of January, 1909, was born

April 19, 1863, at Fall Creek, Illinois. His parents, Alfred and Martha E.

Seehorn, were farming people of that locality and the son, continuing his

education after completing the public-school course, became a student in the
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literary and law departments of Chaddock College at Quincy, Illinois, and

graduated as a law student with the class of 1886.

The following year he located for practice in Kansas City and for twen-

ty-one years has been a member of the Jackson county bar. He has always

prepared his cases with great care and his ability in this direction, combined

with his well known loyalty in citizenship, led to his election as public
administrator in 1892. He filled the otfice with credit for four years and
received public endorsement by reelection in 1896. On retiring from the

office he resumed the practice of law, in which he continued successfully until

appointed to the bench by Governor Folk to succeed the late Hon. William

B. Teasdale. His legal learning, his analytical mind, the readiness with

which he grasps the points in an argument all combine to make him one

of the most capable jurists that has sat upon this bench and the profession

acknowledges him the peer of its leading members.

On the 20th of March, 1904, Judge Seehorn was married to Maggie E.

Barber. In politics he is a democrat and is well known in fraternal organi-

zations, being a past chancellor commander of the Knights of Pythias lodge,

No. 1, and also a Mason and an Elk.

EDWIN CLEiMENT MESERA^EY.

Edwin Clement Meservey, city counselor of Kansas City, was born March

4, 1861, in Hallowell, Kennebec county, Maine. His parents were Thomas
J. and Mary H. (Brooks) Meservey. The family name was originally spelled

Messervey. The ancestry can be traced back to Gregoire Messervey, of Anne-

ville, St. ^Martin Parish, Island of Jersey, who flourished in 1495. The

founder of the family in the new world was Clement Messervey, who emi-

grated to Portsmouth, New Hampshire, in 1673, and from him descended

Thomas J. Meservey, who was born at Hallowell, Maine, in 1835. The

mother of our subject was born at York, Maine, in 1837, and was a lineal

descendant of Thomas Brooks, who settled in Concord, New Hampshire, in

the seventeenth century. Both families were represented in the Revolutionary

War by valiant defenders of the colonial cause. Mr. Meservey is a member of

the Kansas City cha|)tcr of the Sons of the Revolution.

Edwin Clement Meservey supplemented liis curly education by study in

the Hallowell Classical and Scientific Institute, wherein he prepared for

college, and in 1877 he matriculated in the University of Kansas, being grad-

uated in 1882 with the degree of Bachelor of Arts. He was a student in the

St. Louis Law School from 1883 nn.til 1885, and the degree of Bachelor of

Law was conferred upon him in llio latter year. He spent the year of 1882-83

in survey work in Sharp and Fulton counties in .\rkansas for the Kansas

City, Springfield & Memphis Railroad Company, then extending its line from

Springfield, Missouri, to Memphis, Tennessee. In .lune, 1883, he returned

to Lawrence, Kansas, and for several months was city editor of the Lawrence

Journal, a position fof wbicli he was qualified by previous newspaper experi-
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ence while attending the university. While a student in the St. Louis Law
School he had a desk in the office of the Hon. Nathan Frank, and his theo-

retical training added some practical experience connected with the work of

the courts.

Following his graduation Mr. Meservey came to Kansas City and entered

the employ of Lathrop & Smith, attorneys, with whom he continued until

January 1, 1900, when he organized the firm of Meservey, Pierce & German,
his partners being Arba F. Pierce and Charles W. German. In July, 1907,
the firm was changed to Meservey & German, Mr. Pierce retiring. In April,

1905, Mr. Meservey was appointed city counselor by Mayor J. H. Neff, and he
was reappointed by Mayor Henry M. Beardsley in April, 1907. During his

practice he has conducted important litigation in the federal and state courts

with marked success, winning well earned fame and distinction. He has

much natural ability, but is, withal, a hard student and he is never contented

until he has mastered every detail of his case. He believes in the maxim,
"There is no excellence without labor," and follows it closely. He is never

surprised by some of the unexpected discoveries by an opposing lawyer, for

in his mind he weighs every point and fortifies himself as well for defense

as for attack. Mr. Meservey is not an orator to the extent of swaying juries

by his eloquence ;
he convinces by his concise statements of law" and force

rather than by word painting, and so high is the respect for his legal ability

and integrity that his assertions in the court are seldom questioned seriously.

On the 18th of August, 1891, Edwin C. Meservey was married to Bessie

H. Harris, of Independence, Missouri. Their three children are Francis H.,
Edwin C. and Mary Bess. The family attend the Independence Avenue
Methodist Episcopal church. Mr. Meservey is a member of no secret orders

save the college fraternities, the Phi Kappa Psi of the Kansas University
and the Phi Delta Phi of the St. Louis Law School. HLs political allegiance is

unswervingly given to the republican party, and as such he was appointed

city counselor, which position he is. filling at the present time.

WILLIAM E. MINOR, M. D.

Many accord the practice of medicine the highest place in professional

ranks and all acknowledge the worth of the calling and yield tribute of respect

and honor to him who is capable in this field of labor and who holds to a

high standard of professional ethics. Dr. Minor is well known as an able and

honored physician of Kansas City. He is one of Missouri's native sons, his

birth having occurred in Chillicothe, June 8, 1865. His parents were Preston

H. and Lydia A. Minor, and the father engaged in farming and breeding of

fine stock. He was born and reared in Kentucky and became one of the pio-

neers of Missouri. He was descended from English ancestry, the family hav-

ing been founded in Virginia at an early day by representatives of the name

who came from England. John B. Alinor of this family was for many years

a professor in the University of A^irginia and others of the family were valiant
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soldiers of the American army in the Revolutionary war. The mother of Dr.

Minor was a native of Missouri. Her father was for many years a merchant

at Chillicothe and in 1865 removed to Cahfornia, figuring prominently in po-

litical circles in that state.

Dr. Minor pursued his early education in the public schools of Chillicothe

and was reared upon the farm w^here he remained to the age of seventeen

years. Thinking to find other pursuits more congenial than the work of the

fields, he determined to engage in the practice of medicine and utilized the svmi-

mer vacations for study, under the direction of the family physician. On the

completion of his literary education, he matriculated in a medical college,

studying at different times in Kansas City, St. Louis, Chicago and New York.

He was graduated in 1889, and practiced for a short time in St. Louis, after

which he removed to Kansas City where he has since made his home. That

the public has confidence in his professional skill and ability, is indicated by

the liberal practice accorded him. He is very careful in diagnosing a case

and his judgment is seldom if ever at fault in predicting the outcome of dis-

ease in any specific instance. Moreover, he performs his duties with a sense

of conscientious obligation and is meeting with gratifying success in his chosen

field of labor. Dr. Minor was married in Kansas City in 1888, to Miss Laura

B. Thornton, whose father was a physician of the city, practicing in partner-

ship with Dr. Minor until he retired from the active work of the profession in

1898. The marriage was blessed with one child, Marie Alicia.

Dr. Minor is well known in Masonic circles. He has attained the Knight

Templar degree of the Y^ork Rite, has also taken the degree of the Scottish Rite

and is a member of the Mystic Shrine. He belongs to the subordinate lodge

and encampment of the Odd Fellows society and has long been connected with

both the Masons and the Odd Fellows. He is likewise a member of several

commercial bodies and social clubs and from the age of seventeen years has

been a devoted member of the Christian church. Without any special ad-

vantages at the outset of his career, he has directed his efforts along lines de-

manding strong intellectuality, close application and the faithful performance

of daily duty, and has made a most creditable record in his field of activity.

ROBERT M. MAXWELL.

Robert M. Maxwell, president of the Maxwell-McClure-Fitts Dry Goods

Company, conducting an extensive wholesale business, their trade extend-

ing broadly over the west and south, belongs to that class of men who con-

stitute the real strength of the nation—men who without any special

advantages at the ouiset of their careers gain for themselves success and an

honored name, promoting the interests of the public while advancing indi-

vidual prosperity and at all times upholding the legal, political and moral

status of their respective communities,

Mr. Maxwell is a native of Richmond. Indiana, born July 29. 1865, his

parents being John M. and Ann Elizabeth (Moore) Maxwell, of Scotch and
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Irish descent respectively. They became residents of Kansas City and the

father, who during his business life followed farming, was living retired at

the time of his death, which occurred May 17, 1908, when he was eighty-two

years of age.

Having acquired a good public-school education in his native city,

Robert M. Maxwell entered upon his business career as an employe in the

jobbing house of Adam H. Bartel & Company, of Richmond, in 1881, there

remaining until 1889. Removing westward to Hutchinson, Kansas, he en-

gaged in the jobbing business on his own account and in 1890 was joined by
E. L. McClure in organizing the Maxwell, McClure Notion Company. A
year later they removed to Wichita, Kansas, where they remained until 1896
and then came to Kansas City, continuing in the same business for several

years. In January, 1904, J. C. Fitts became a member of the firm and in

1908 they reorganized and incorj^orated as the Maxwell-McClure-Fitts Dry
Goods Company, enlarging and adding a full line of dry goods. The busi-

ness has grown rapidly and along substantial lines and they now have a

large corps of salesmen, covering the west and southwest. They are recog-
nized as one of the leading firms in their line in Kansas City and the com-

pany is Avell officered, with Mr. Maxwell as president, Mr. McClure as secre-

tary and Mr. Fitts as vice president.

On the 14th of August, 1889, Mr. Maxwell was united in marriage to

Miss Ola Jenkins, a daughter of Isaac Jenkins, of Centerville, Indiana, and

they have two children, Frances and Jeanette, aged respectively fifteen and
thirteen years. Mr. Maxwell is a director in the Commercial Club and a

trustee of the First Presbyterian church. His influence is always given on
the side of progress, improvement, justice and integrity and he gives his

friendship not in recognition of the aristocracy of birth but of the aristocracy
of worth.

OMAR E. ROBINSON.

Omar E. Robinson, a practitioner at the Kansas City bar and one of

Missouri's native sons, was born in Memphis, Scotland county, Missouri, on

the 17th of December, 1869. His father, George W. Robinson, was a native

of West Virginia and a colonel of cavalry under General "Stonewall"

Jackson in the Civil war. Following the cessation of hostilities he became

a resident of Memphis, Missouri, and in 1870 removed to Appleton City,

Missouri, where he engaged in business as a dealer in cattle until a few

years ago, when he retired. He is a direct descendant of General Howe,
commander of the British forces in the American Revolution. His wife was

Cornelia Beckwith, a daughter of Dr. E. M. Beckwith, of New York.

Following the removal of his parents from Memphis to Appleton City,

Omar E. Robinson pursued his education in the public schools of the latter

and also in the Appleton City Academy. His preparation for the legal pro-

fession was made as a student in the law department of the Missouri State

University, from which he was graduated with the Bachelor of Law degree
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in 1892. He was also in the military department of the university. Follow-

ing his graduation he was immediately admitted to the bar and was elected

city attorney of Appleton City, in which he rendered capable service until

1894, when he was chosen prosecuting attorney for St. Clair county, his

fidelity being manifest in liLs reelection in 1896. Seeking broader scope
in professional lines, he came to Kansas City in 1899 and has since been a

member of the bar here. For two and a half years he has been associate

attorney of the National Bank of Commerce. Gradually he has acquired
an extensive clientele and has been very successful in his work in the courts.

Mr. Robinson was married on the 28th of June, 1898, in Lowry City,

Missouri, the lady of his choice being Miss Ida Cocke, a daughter of B. N.

Cocke, a colonel of cavalry in the Confederate army under General Sterling

Price and afterward county collector of St. Clair county, Missouri. Prom-

inent in Masonry, Mr. Robinson has taken the degrees of the York Rite

and has attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish Rite. In fact he

is a member of all the Kansas City Masonic bodies, including the Mystic
Shrine. He likewise belongs to the Elm Ridge Club, the Kansas City Bar

Association and the Phi Delta Phi. In politics he 15 a democrat, stanch in

his advocacy of the party, the principles of which he frequently enunciates

and supports from the public platform. He claims no special credit to

himself for what he has accomplished but the consensus of public opinion
accord* him a prominent place in legal circles, while the large number of

his friends indicate his personal worth.

JOSEPH A. RAACH.

It is a matter of marvel that young men of foreign birth quickly attain

success and prominence in the new world. Such has been the record of

Joseph A. Raach, who is conducting a somewhat unique business in Kansas

City, but one the worth of which is being proven as time passes. He is now

engaged in systematizing business interests and is conducting what is known

as the Business System Store, in which he handles exclusively office equip-

ments, business systems and appliances and represents almost every manu-

facturer of labor-saving devices of consequence. A native of the grand duchy
of Luxemburg, he was born in the village of Ecliternach, October 28, 1874.

His paternal grandfather, Philip Raach, was a prominent physician and

surgeon there and was notable in that he devoted his services largely to the

poor. His son, Henry Raach, now deceased, conducted a general store at

Echternach, which is now carried on by his widow, Mrs. Anna (Brems)

Raach, ;i native of Treves, Germany.
In Iho college of his native town Joseph A. Raach was educated, pur-

suing a course to graduation at the age of fifteen years. He then went to

Cologne, where he served for three years in the office of a wholesale grocer

without pay, as is the custom in that country, thereby securing a good busi-

ness education and training. Having lost his father when he was ten years
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of age, he then returned home and took charge of the store which his mother
had conducted after his father's demise. There he remained in business until

1897, but Echternach was a town of only about four thousand inhabitants
and offered no opportunity to a young man who w^as ambitious. Therefore
he came to America and after two weeks spent in Chicago made his way to

Kansas City.

As he was totally unacquainted with, the English language, Mr. Raach
entered Spalding's Commercial College but soon decided that he would more

quickly master the tongue by entering an office. Therefore, after two weeks,
he applied for a position in the office of the Kansas-Moline Plow Company.
He sought no pay, being willing to give his services for the privilege of

learning English in that practical way and acquainting himself with Amer-
ican business methods. His value was soon recognized, however, and after

three weeks he was given a salary of fifteen dollars per month. Then fol-

lowed successive promotions until 1900, when he resigned the position of

order clerk, was married and returned to his native land on a visit. He
also attended the Paris exposition in that year. He remained in Europe for

six months and during his sojourn in his native land was offered the posi-

tion of chief clerk of the offices of the Moline Plow Company at Indianap-
olis. He accepted this upon his return and was in charge of that office

until 1903, when he again came to Kansas City and engaged with the

Studemaker Company, having charge of the stock. For a year he held that

position, during which time he devised and inaugurated a new system of

perpetual inventory. His father had been an accountant when young and

had devised business systems for many concerns in Paris. Joseph A. Raach

had always been very greatly interested in the subject and devoted consider-

able time to its study. In 1904 he decided to take up the systematizing of

business as a profession and opened an office in the Gumbel building. In

thL« he established an original enterprise which still stands alone in the

world. In l\Iay, 1906, he rented a store at No. 917 Walnut street and started

the ''Business System Store," but the enterprise soon outgrew the original

quarters, which were by no means small, and in September, 1907, he removed

to a larger store at No. 918 Grand avenue. He handles exclusively office

equipments, business systems and appliances, and represents almost every

manufacturer of labor saving devices of consequence. He has been offered

many moi-e agencies than he can handle at the present time. He employs

five salesmen and in addition to a large city trade covers western Missouri

and eastern Kansas. He is today well known in businass circles and is a

member of the Manufacturers & Merchants Association and the Stationers

Association.

Mr. Raach was married at Clay Center, Kansas, March 19, 1900. to

Miss Susie E., daughter of Anthony Schiltz, who was also a native of

Echternach, Germany. Mr. and Mrs. Raach have one son, Francis, seven

years of age. The family home, the property of Mr. Raach, is at No. 3620

Tracy avenue. He is regarded as a valuable factor in musical circles, pos-

sessing a fine tenor voice, and for eight years sang solos at the Cathedral

at Eleventh and Broadway until he became associated with St. James' church
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at Fortieth and Tracy avenue. Here he has since been in charge of the

choir and has aided the church to a considerable extent financially through
his musical talent. He studied music at school and since coming to America

has continued under several teachers, including Franklin Hunt, of Kansas

City. He is now secretary of the Philharmonic Choral Society, of which

Carl Busch, the noted composer, is director. Mr. Raach is devoted to his

home, his business and musical interests, which represent the principal fea-

tures of the busy life he has led, and yet he is not unmindful of all the

duties of citizenship, nor ever remiss in their discharge.

JUDGE CHARLES GERMMAN BURTON.

Judge Charles Germman Burton, internal revenue collector at Kansas

City, former judge of the twenty-fifth circuit of Missouri, and at one time

representative of his district in Congress, was born April 4, 1846, in Cleve-

land, Ohio, his parents being Leonard and Laura (Wilson) Burton, also

natives of that state. The paternal grandfather, Jacob Burton, was a member

of an old New England family.

While Judge Burton was attending school in Trumbull county, Ohio,

the Civil war was inaugurated and on the 7th of September, 1861, feeling

that his first duty was to his country, he enli-sted as a private of Company

C, Nineteenth Regiment of Ohio Volunteers. He served until October 29,

1862, in the Army of the Ohio and the Army of the Cumberland, and par-

ticipated in the battle of Pittsburg Landing and in the skirmishes before

Corinth. He was then discharged on account of physical disability occa-

sioned by his arduous service. He then returned to his home and resumed

his studies, being at the time of his discharge but sixteen years of age.

Eighteen months later he again joined the army as one of the boys in blue

of the One Hundred and Seventy-first Ohio National Guard for service,

while the veterans joined Grant's campaign. He remained on duty for one

hundred and eighteen days, beginning in April, 1864. Few men of his

years can boast of active military duty in the Civil war.

Following his second return home Judge Burton engaged in teaching in

the district schools of Mahoning county, Ohio, and at the close of the winter

term began reading law in the office of Hutchings & Forrest at Warren,

Ohio. In April, 1867, he was admitted to the bar but did not at once enter

upon active practice, accepting instead a position as deputy clerk of the

court of common pleas of Trumbull county, of which Warren was the county

seat. He filled that office until the spring of 1868, when he removed to

Virgil City, Vernon county, Missouri, and entered upon active practice in

connection with Elbert E. Kimball. A year later he settled in Neosho

county, Kansas, where he continued for two years, and in May, 1871, removed

to Nevada, Missouri, where he opened an office and soon gained a large

clientage. He was a partner of Mr. Kimball there also until the 1st of

January, 1874, after which he was associated with Meigs Jackson until the
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latter's death in March, 1876. He afterward practiced alone until his eleva-

tion to the bench. During his second year there the twenty-fifth judicial
circuit was created and he was elected circuit attorney, filling the office until

1873, when it was abolished and the office of prosecuting attorney was cre-

ated. In 1880 he was nominated on an independent ticket for judge of the

Twenty-fifth, now the Twenty-sixth judicial district, the action being in-

dorsed by the regular republican convention.

The democrats had two strong candidates but Judge Burton won by
a good majority over both combined, and served from the 1st of January,
1881, until the 1st of January, 1887. His course on the bench was marked

by the most faithful discharge of duty. His decisions were strictly fair and

impartial and no personal prejudice appeared as a disturbing force in the

administration of justice. After his retirement from the bench he resumed

practice in Nevada with Hon. S. A. Wright and so continued until 1894,
when he w^as elected to Congress on the republican ticket. He served as

representative in the council chambers of the nation for two years and at

the close of his term returned to Nevada to practice as a partner of J. T.

Harding under the firm style of Burton & Harding. In 1907 he was ap-

pointed internal revenue collector and is now located in Kansas City. He is

also interested in various industrial and financial enterprises and as attorney
has represented a number of important corporations as well as private liti-

gated interests.

In February, 1870, Judge Burton was married to Miss Elsie Myers, of

Milton, Mahoning county, Ohio, who died at Erie, Kansas, October 19,

1870. On the 1st of January, 1874, he was married to Alice A. Rogers, a

daughter of Dr. John A. and Catherine Rogers, of Clinton, Missouri. They
now" have one daughter. Pansy. The judge is a well known Mason, being a

member of the lodge, chapter and commandery at Nevada, and a noble of

Ararat Temple of the Mj^stic Shrine at Kansas City, Missouri. He is promi-
nent in Grand Army circles, holding membership in General Joe Bailey

Post, No. 26, in Nevada, Missouri. In 1893 he was elected commander of the

department of Missouri and at the forty-first national encampment of the order

held at Saratoga Springs, New York, September 12 and 13, 1907, he was

elected commander-in-chief and soon thereafter established national head-

quarters at room 221. Government building, Kansas City, Missouri.

ROBERT EDWARD BALL.

Robert Edward Ball, former president of the Kansas City Bar Association

and recognized as one of the able members of a bar which has numbered many

distinguished representatives, was born in Carroll county, Missouri, February

11, 1858. In the paternal line he is descended from ancestors who, emigrating

from Europe in the early part of the seventeenth century, settled in Northum-

berland county, Virginia, near Chesapeake Bay. The descendants are

now numerous there, scarcely a township in Northumberland or Lancaster
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counties that does not number one or more representatives of the Ball family.

David Ball, father of our subject, was born February 6, 1831, near Epping

Forest, which was the birthplace of Mary Ball, who became the mother of

George AVashington. George Ball, from whom our subject is descended, was

a brother of Mary Ball's grandfather. David Ball became a farmer and live-

stock dealer, devoting the years of an active business career to those pursuits.

He married Lucy J. Austin, a native of Bedford county, Virginia, although

they had left the Old Dominion during childhood days and become residents

of Carroll county, Missouri, where they were married and reared their family.

Robert Edward Ball is indebted to the public-school system of his native

county for the early educational advantages which he enjoyed and which were

supplemented by study in Central College at Fayette, Missouri, where he won

the degree of Master of Arts upon his graduation with the class of 1880. He
was an exemplary student, displaying special aptitude in mastering various

branches of learning and winning a number of medals—one for scholarship,

one for oratory and one for the best college paper. During the latter part of

his course he also acted as tutor and following his graduation was principal

of the preparatory department in 1880 and 1881. He regarded teaching, how-

ever, only as a side issue that enabled him to prepare for the bar, for he had

determined to make the practice of law his life work. His early reading was

pursued in the office and under the direction of Judge Ryland at Lexington,

Missouri, during the fall of 1881. The Kansas City ''boom" was just start-

ing at that time and in February, 1882, he came to this city, where he entered

the office of Peake & Yeager, completing his studies on the 1st of January,

1883. He was then licensed to practice by the circuit court of Kansas City

and in 1884 was admitted to partnership by his former preceptors under the

firm style of Peake, Yeager & Ball. Failing health, however, caused him to

go west in May, 1885. After a sojourn of several months he returned much

improved in January, 1886, and resumed practice with the firm in which he

had formerly been junior partner. In October, 1892, Mr. Yeager withdrew,

the firm of Peake & Ball, however, continuing until November, 1895, when

Mr. Peake succeeded Colonel Broadhead as minister to Switzerland. During
his absence Mr. Ball admitted to the partnership I. P. Ryland, the son of his

old preceptor, Judge Ryland of Lexington, but upon the return of Mr. Peake

the former partnership relations were resumed and the firm of Peake & Ball

is regarded as one of the strongest at the Kansas City bar. From the begin-

ning of his practice Mr. Ball has been unusually prosperous in every respect.

The success which he has attained, however, is due entirely to his own effortc

and merits. The possession of advantages is no guarantee whatever of profes-

sional advancement, which comes not of itself nor can it be secured without

integrity, ability and indu.'^try. These qualities Mr. Ball possesses in an emi-

nent degree and is most faithful to every interest committed to his charge.

Mr. Ball has never cared for office, though endorsed by the Kansas City
Bar Association for circuit judge in 1894. In December of the latter year

he was selected by Governor Stone as special prosecuting attorney in the elec-

tion fraud cases and acquitted himself with much credit in their conduct. His

standing among his professional brethren is indicated by the honor which was
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conferred upon him in his election to the presidency of the Kanscas City Bar
Association in November, 1896.

Mr. Ball was married August 21, 1889, to Mary Stella Hereford, and they
have two sons and a daughter.

ERNEST R. SWEENEY.
Ernest R. Sweeney, weighmaster for the Keith & Perry Coal Company

at the age of fifteen years, is today manager of the coal department, a position

involving large responsibility and demanding superior executive ability and
keen sagacity. The intervening years have noted his advancement step by
step, his thorough mastery of each task and duty devolving upon him, the

constantly broadening scope of his opportunity and his equipment to meet its

demands. No matter in how much theorizing one may indulge as to the

basis of success, it will be found that it is attributable to no specially favorable

combination of circumstances but lies in the individual, in his power to grasp
a situation and to coordinate forces in bringing about the desired result.

Ernest R. Sweeney was born at Fort Scott, Kansas, Febiiiary 9, 1867.

His father, George R. Sweeney, was mine superintendent for the Keith &
Perry Coal Company. His mother in maidenhood was Amanda C. McGran-
ham and both are now deceased. The son pursued his education in the pub-
lic schools of Fort Scott, Kansas, to the age of fifteen years, when he began

providing for his own support as weighmaster for the Keith & Perry Coal Com-

pany, now the Central Coal & Coke Company. After a year and a half spent
in that capacity he represented the company as collector for one year, as book-

keeper for a year and a half and was then given charge of the city retail busi-

ness in 1886. Three years later, in 1889, he w-as made city manager and in

L90'2 was made manager of the retail department, with supervision of the

scales in Kansas City, Omaha, St. Joseph and Wichita.. Greater responsibil-

ities were added when on the 1st of July, 1907, he was made manager of

the coal department, which includes not only the management of the whole-

sale and retail departments but also the vast mining operations of the com-

pany, which does a business scarcely equaled in the west as dealers and

operators in coal, coke and lumber. We are indebted to the stage for the

teriii ••understudy," which in its general sense signifies one who stands im-

mediately ready to fill the place of a superior. In his different promotions

Mr. Sweeney has done this. He has so thoroughly mastered the duties that

have devolved upon him in different positions that he has been ready to

move forward to the next highest position and carry on the work without

disturbance to the business. As promotions have come to him he has had

at his immediate command an incisive, comprehensive knowledge of all

phases of the business and an intelligent anticipation of possibilities. His

business career is such a one as could be shaped in no other land than in

America, where the accidents of birth or position, of precedence or custom

do not trammel the individual but give him 'free scope for the exercise of
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hi:i dominant qualities. ^A\41 fitted, for leader.ship, Mr. Sweeney has arisen

to the position of distinction which he occupies in connection with the ad-

ministrative control of one of tlie most important coal and lumber interests

of the west.

On the 1st of Xovenjber, 1890, Ernest R. Sweeney was married in Kan-

sas City to Hattie E. Fiske and they now have one son, Ben A., sixteen years

of age. j\Ir. Sweeney is a republican with a public spirited interest in the

political situation of the country but without active participation in the party

work. He l^elongs to the Modern Woodmen of America, the Woodmen of

the World, the Commercial Club and the Kansas City Athletic Club. Like

many men who have worked their way upward through the merit system,

he has learned to put correct values upon life in all of its phases and to

recognize that worth and power are not the possession of the few but are

attributes of many. He is therefore free from all ostentation, recognizing

in others the possibilities that work for advancement, ever ready to speak

an encouraging word to one who, like himself, has made the climb unaided.

ELBERT L. McCLURE.

Elbert L. McClure, Avidely known in business circles in Kansas City and

in the southwest as a representative of whole^^ale interests, being secretary and

treasurer of the Maxwell-McClure-Fittc? Dry Goods Company, has always been

a resident of the Mississippi valley and passesses the alert, enterprising spirit

which has been the dominant factor in the rapid upbuilding of this section

of the country. He was born in Westport, Decatur county, Indiana, Decem-

ber 15, 1860. His father. Dr. Samuel McClure, a practicing physician of

Indiana, entered the Thirty-seventh Indiana Volunteer Infantry and served

for more than three years as a surgeon. After the war he located at AVin-

chester, Indiana, where he practiced until his death in 1872. His wife, Mrs.

Mary (Davidson) McClure, a native of Ohio, survived him until October,

1808.

In the public schools of Winchester, Elbert L. McClure pursued his edu-

cation and afterward worked at farm lalmr until nineteen years of age, when

thinking to find commercial pursuits more congenial and profitable, he en-

tered a wholesale notion house at Richmond, Indiana, as bookkeeper, there

remaining for ten years. His long service is indicative of the fidelity which

has always characterized him in every relation of life. Coming to the west,

he engaged in the wholesale notion business as a partner of R. M. Maxwell

under the name of the Maxwell, McClure Notion Company at Hutchison,

Kansas. They removed to Wichita in 1801 and, seeking still broader scope

for their business, came to Kansas City in 1806, continuing here in the same

line and \mdcr the same name. In January, 1904, J. C. Fitts was admitted

to the firm in 1006 they reorganized and incorporated as the ]\Iaxwell-

McClure-Fitts Dry Goods Company, adding a full line of dry goods to their

wholesale i^tock of notions. i\Ir. Maxwell was chosen to the presidency, Mr.
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Fitts to the vice presidency, while Mr. McClure became secretary and treas-

urer. The business has had an ahnost phenomenal growth and yet its devel-

opment has been based upon sound business principles and a high standard

of commercial ethics. They now employ a large corps of salesmen to repre-
sent the house in the west and southwest and the firm is recognized as one

of the leading firms in their line in the city.

Mr. McClure is also a director in the Central National Bank and his

enterprise, sound judgment and unwearied industry are brought to bear in

lines of a less specifically business nature. He is one of the executive com-

mittee of the Civic League, a director of the Franklin Institute and also the

Helping Hand Institute. He also belongs to the Merchants & Manufacturers

Association. His religious belief is that of the Presbyterian faith and for

many years he has served as an elder in the church. All these associations

show the nature of his interests and associations and are the proof of a

life of useful activity.

On the 26th of September, 1889, Mr. McClure was married to Miss

Leota, daughter of Isaac Dougan, of Richmond, Indiana, and to them have

been born three children : Helen, thirteen years of age ; Ralph, ten years

of age; and Ernest, a lad of eight. The parents have many friends in Kan-

sas City, while their own home is noted for its gracious hospitality.

CHARLES A. SMITH.

In any line of business, aside from technical training that fits one for a

chosen calling, to attain success one must possess the resolute purpose that

overcomes obstacles and persistency of purpose, combined with unwearied

industry. These qualities have been the concomitants in the prosperity which
Mr. Smith has achieved and have also gained for him a reputation as one of

Kansas City's most prominent architects. His natal day was March 22, 1866^
and the place of his birth Huron county, Ohio.

His father, Augustine L. Smith, a builder and contractor, removed to

Des Moines, Iowa, in 1874 and there continued in the same line of business

imtil a recent date, when he became a resident of Los Angeles, California.

He is a native of Ohio and a descendant of Martin Smith, of Connecticut,

who was an officer in the Continental army in the Revolutionary war. Still

earlier generations of the family were found in England. The mother, Mrs.

Cynthia L. (Parker) Smith, is a descendant of one of the passengers on the

Mayflower. Her maternal ancestors were Van Ammermans, an old Dutch

family of New York.

Charles A. Smith, accompanying his parents to Des Moines, Iowa, when

eight years of age, pursued his education in the public schools of that city

to the age of sixteen, when he entered business life in the office of Bell &

Hackney, architects of Des Moines, who designed the state capitols of Iowa

and Illinois. In 1887 he came to Kansas City with William F. Hackney,

who opened an office here and, becoming his partner, the relation was main--
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tained until the death of Mr. Hackney in 1898, since which time Mr. Smith
has been alone. While the partnership existed he designed the Kansas City
public library, the Manual Training School and the Central high school and
has since been architect for the board of education and has designed all school

buildings, including the recently erected Westport high school, the most

costly school building of the city and one of the finest in the entire country.
Mr. Smith has also designed many other prominent structures in Kansas

City, including the Dwight building, one of the finest modern office build-

ings in the city, and also the new Young Men's Christian Association

building. His offices comprise a large suite in the Dwight building and he

employs a number of architects and draughtsmen of ability, who have been

especially trained for the work and prove competent assistants. Since taking

up the study of architecture as a profession Mr. Smith has made steady

progress, advancing in skill and efficiency until he is regarded as one of the

leading representatives of this line in Kansas City and the entire state, the

important work that he has done being proof of his high standing in the

profession.

On the 4th of June, 1896, Mr. Smith was married to Miss Mary E.

Bailey, a daughter of David Bailey, of Kansas City. He is interested in all

that pertains to advancement in everything bearing upon the line of his

work and is a member of the Kansas City chapter of the American Institute

of Architects and the American Society of Heating & Ventilating Engineers.

His political support is given the republican party where national issues are

involved but at municipal elections he casts an independent ballot. He at-

tends the Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal church and in his relations

to the coiuiiiunity manifests' jniblic spirit and devotion to the general good.

ROLAND EDWARD BRUNER.

It seems a long step from herding cattle on the plains to nunc operation

and ownership, but this distance Mr. Bruner has covered in the course of

an active life wherein labor has been directed by sound intelligence and

determination. A native of BtMuisylvauia, he was Ixirn in Montoursville,

Lycoming county, on the 12th of August, 1860, and is of (Tcrman lineage.

His great-grandparents in both the paternal and iiiatei-nal lines came

from the fatherland to the new world. His parents were John and Margaret
A. (Bastian) Bruner, of Montoursville, where the father carried on merchan-

dlsing. The somewhat limited financial resources of the family, however,

made it necessary for Roland E. Bruner to ])rovide for his own suiii)ort at

an early age. He is practically a scH'-rducatcd as well as self-made man

financially. To some extent he attended the public schools of Franklin

count}^ Kansas, to which {)laee his parents removed during his early boy-

hood, becoming identified with agricultural interests there.

When still but a youth, however, Mr. Bruner began herding cattle on

the plains at a period when the west was an open range. The outdoor life
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not only gave liim passibilities for physical development but also brought to

him the chance of becoming a self-reliant young man. As a herder on the

plains he had to depend upon his own judgment as to what was best in car-

ing for the stock and he learned to quickly form his opinions, yet never with-

out that careful judgment which must always discriminate in order to determine

the true value or pos^sibilities of any situation. However, believing that

mercantile life would offer him greater opportunities, Mr. Bruner accepted
a clerkship in a country store, where he remained from 1875 until 1880. In

the latter year he became a clerk in the office of the superintendent of the

motor power and machinery of the old Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf Rail-

way, and then came the chance to see something of the country as a traveling

salesman and for five years he was upon the road, traveling from the Atlantic

to the Pacific and from the lakes to the gulf. It gave him an intimate

knowledge of his country and he used his opportunities to study the re-

sources of the different sections of the country to the best advantage. His

next position was that of manager of the wholesale house of Phillips Broth-

ers in Seattle, in which capacity he continued for a year, when he became

manager and auctioneer of the Kansas City Fruit Auction and Cold Storage

Company, to which work he devoted his energies with success for three years.

Always interested in minerals, this early predilection was a step toward

the acquirement of his extensive mining properties at the present day. For

the past fifteen years he has devoted his attention largely to mining, and is

now president of the Anaconda-Arizona Mining Company, the R. E. Bru-

ner Copper Company, the Missouri Lithograph, Marble and Mining Com-

pany. He is likewise secretary of the Big Niangua Development &

Realty Company. His investments in mining properties have been judi-

ciously placed, and the control of his interests in this character show him

to be a man of remarkable ability. He understands mining not only from

its financial side, but from the scientific standpoint as well, and is the pos-

sessor of a most magnificent collection of minerals, composed of some of

the rarest kinds, including pearls, amethysts, garnets, rubies, turquoise,

opals, coral and diamond rock. This collection also contains a fine speci-

men of pitch blende, from which radium is made; a quartz crystal weigh-

ing four hundred and eighty pounds and numberless valuable specimens,

each the best of its kind. Thase are all systematically and attractively

arranged in seven large cases, and his generosity has prompted him to make

this collection public in that he permits all who are interested to visit his

museum .

On the 31st of May, 1883, Mr. Bruner was married to Miss Hannah

M. McLain, in Wellsville, Franklin county, Kansas. They have five chil-

dren: Rea M., Glen L., Carey, Roland E. and Hannah M. Mrs. Bruner, a

lady of culture and charm of manner, presides with gracious hospitality over

their attractive home, which is the center of a cultured society circle. Mr.

Bruner is widely recognized as a man of wide philanthropy and Christian

spirit, regarding fully the responsibilities of wealth and doing much service

for his fellowmen, not from a sense of duty, but from a sincere and abiding

interest in humanity. He is widely known in scientific circles as a geologist
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and collector of fine specimens; and in mining circles as a most successful

business man, while in the city of his residence he is counted among those

whose labors have been effective and far-reaching in behalf of public pro-

gress, while his personal traits of character are such as win him warm friend-

ships and j)opularity.

E. J. SANFORD.

E. J. Sanford was throughout his active business life identified with the

railroad service and at the time of his death, which occurred August 6, 1908,
was president and superintendent of the Union Depot Company at Kansas

City, in which capacity he was widely known. He was born in Canton,
St. Lawrence county, New York, June 5, 1848, and during his boyhood ac-

companied his parents on their removal to Dwight, Illinois, where his father

was engaged in farming. There Mr. Sanford was reared and educated.

At the age of thirteen years he enlisted for service in the Civil war—•

one of the youngest soldiers of the Union army. He joined Company B,
One Hundred and Twentv-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantrv, becoming

orderly to Colonel Smith, and in that capacity he served throughout the war,

being in thirty engagements, including many of the most important battles.

His business as orderly entailed the taking of dispatches to outlying posts

and was a task of extreme danger, but the boy acquitted himself with credit

in every emergency, displaying loyalty and valor equal to that of many a

veteran of twice or thrice his age. He was only sixteen when he left the

army but the experiences of warfare develop manhood as nothing else can

do, and aKhough his year,- were limited Mr. Sanford returned to his home
a man in all that goes to fit one for life's practical duties and an understand-

ing of the obligations devolving upon each individual.

At th(> age of sixteen he was made baggage master at the Chicago &
Alton Railway station in Dwight and he was ra])idly promoted in spite of

his youth. He became in succession a train haggageman, freight conductor,

passenger conductor and trainmaster. After he attained his majority he was

made division superintendent with headquartei"s at Slater, Missouri, a posi-

tion rarely field by one so young. For nine years he filled that position and

during all that time never had a train off the track. It was during this time

also that no less than twtMity men who are now presidents and high ofiicials

on railroads received their training under him. The secret of his system
was the rigid and sensible discipline he maintained, the art of which he

claimed lo have derived from hi- army experience.

His jU'omotions followed steadily in recognition of his ability and fidel-

ity and in 1887 he was made superintendent of the Kausas City division of

the Chicago ct .Mton Railroad, which position he filled continuously until

1893, when the office was discontinued. At that time he was appointed a

mom1)er of the inspection bureau, serving until 1897, when he was elected
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president of the Union Depot Company and served in that capacity and a-^

superintendent up to the time of his death. One of his salient characteristics
WRS his fidelity to duty, manifest in business Hfe as well as upon the field
of battle, and his faithfulness combined with the exercise, of his native
talents, brought to him a creditable position in the business world and gained
him a fair measure of success.

At the age of twenty-one years, Mr. Sanford was united in marriage to
Miss Ginevra Swing, of Mason City, Illinois, and to them was born a daugh-
ter: Lulu Marian, now the wife of George H. Tefft, who was formerly
president of the Manufacturers & Merchants Association of Kansas City.
Mr. Sanford's mother' Mrs. Elizabeth B. (Sanford) Kinne, is still living at

tlie age of eighty-four years and makes her home at Excelsior Sprino-s

Missouri.

At the Union depot Mr. Sanford experienced two floods and his prompt-
ness in getting things into shape after the waters had subsided was every-
where praised. To the employes at the depot he was familiarly known as

"Pa," that term alone serving as an indication of the regard which they
felt for liim. During the years he was in charge there there was never a

dissenting voice in the board of directors when he was put up for reelection.

He was a member of the Order of Railway Conductors and for nine years
was secretary of the Railway Division Superintendents Association.

Throughout life Mr. Sanford maintained a deep interest in the military
affairs of the country and was active in the Grand Army of the Republic.
He became a charter member of Farragut-Thomas Post and took a helpful

part in its work. He had every reason to be proud of his military service,

for few of his years could boast of three years' connection with the Union

Army, and in days of peace he was as loyal to his country as when he fol-

lowed the stars and stripes on southern battlefields.

HARRY HORACE SULLIVAN, D.D.S.

Dr. Harry Horace Sullivan has, in the practice of dentistry, displayed
the possession of those three qualities which constitute the elements of suc-

cess in the profession : a thorough underetanding of its scientific prin-

ciples, mechanical skill and sound judgment in managing the financial

interests of the business. He was born August 8, 18'68, in All)ia. Iowa, his

parents being Martin W. and Hattie (Kester) Sullivan. The father, who
was a native of Kentucky, defended the interests of the Union as a member
of the First Iowa Cavalry during the Civil war and, following the close

of hostilities, became a resident of Missouri, where he was prominent in

public affairs, serving for eight years as judge of the police court at Excelsior

Springs.

In the city of his nativity H. H. Sullivan began his education, which

was continued in the schools of Kearney, Missouri. During his vacation he

learned the harness and saddler's trade in his father's .shop and for some
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years after leaving school followed that busiiies,-^, but a professional career

seemed to him to ofi'er a more congenial and profitable field, and in 1886

'he took np the study of dentistry at Excelsior Springs and a year later, at

the solicitation of his preceptor, joined him in Colorado. Mr. Sullivan then

practiced in Colorado for some months, and then again became a member

of the bar at Excelsior Springs. Ill health, however, caused him to estab-

lish his home in the Ozark range and he opened an office at Hartville, Mis-

souri, but the following spring removed to Sedalia, where he entered the

oflfice of Dr. J. P. Gray, with whom he continued until 1890. Early in

that year he took charge of the ofifice of Dr. O. A. Browman, at California,

Missouri, and in August of the same year resumed his practice at Excelsior

Springs, but the following fall entered the Western Dental College at Kan-

sas City. It had recently been established, his being the eighth matricula-

tion. During his student days he defrayed his expenses by his office earn-

ings. In March, 1891, he took a position in the offi'ce of Dr. N. M. Nye,

at Topeka, Kansas, and in the fall he reentered college, winning his degree

in March, 1892. Mr. Sullivan returned to Excelsior Springs and there

opened his office. He was the fourth dentist in a town of twenty-five hun-

dred population, but such was his success that after six months his com-

petitors had withdrawn and he was without opposition there until 1895. The

following year he removed to Kansas City, where he has gained distinction

in his profession. This is an age of specialization and the most successful

are those who do not try to cover the entire territory in any profession or

line of business but concentrate their energies and efforts largely upon a

single line or two, thereby gaining the highest degree of proficiency possible

in the chosen department. Dr. Sullivan, following the tendency of the times,

has confined his attention chiefly to crown and bridge work and orthodonita,

his ambition being to retain what Nature gave to man and in substitution to

conceal his art by his art. Naturally a mechanic, among his instruments

are to be found those which have been developed as a result of his active

and mechanical ingenuity. He is now the owner of a case of instruments

which were once the property of a wealthy Philadelphia dentist, for whom

they were made, and which is unexcelled in the country. All are gold

l)andod with pearl and ivory handles and the larger pieces are ornamented

with cameos and gems. Dr. Sullivan has among h\s patrons many of the

most prominent residents of Kansas City and his practice has steadily grown

in volume and importance. He is also well known in educational lines in

connection with the profession of dentistry. In 1894 he was chosen a dem-

onstrator in the Western Dental College and the following year became as-

sistant to the chair of operative dentistry and demonstrator. In 1896 he

was chosen demonstrator in charge of the infirmary, assistant lecturer to the

chair of oixnitivc dentistry and secretary of the faculty, but the demands of

a growing practice made it necessary fni- liiin to relinquish his position as

demonstrator, although he retained his connection with the college as

lecturer. In 1899 he w^as chosen professor of crown and bridge work and

secretary of the faculty. In 1898 he assisted in the organization of the

Columbia Medical College, became a director and secretary and also pro-
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feasor of oral surgery. Ill health obliged him to retire in the following

January from the.se connections, save that he retained his chair in the

faculty. He had made constant progress in his profession, standing today
among its younger representatives of the middle west. He is a member
of the Missouri State Dental Association, of which he has been recording

secretary for several years and in 1896 and again in 1898 he was a del-

egate to the National Dentists Association. In the Western Dental College
Alumni Association he was secretary from 1893 to 1898, and in the latter

year was elected president. He belongs to the American Dental Protective

Association and is a firm believer in its principles. A valued contributor to

professional journals, he has also read before dental societies many articles

that have awakened the keenest interest in the profession.

Dr. Sullivan was married in June, 1892, to Miss Ionia Monfort, a daugh-
ter of John Q. Monfort, a prosperous merchant of Excelsior Springs. Mrs. Sul-

livan was educated in the Stephens Female College at Columbia, Missouri,

where she attained distinction in her cla.sses as a portrait artist. Both Dr.

and Mrs. Sullivan are members of the Forest Avenue Christian church and

are i»rominent sociallv in a circle of friends that is verv extensive. Dr.

Sullivan belongs to both the subordinate lodge and the uniformed rank of

the Knights of Pythias and is also a member of the dramatic order of the

Knights of Khorassan. He belongs to the Modern Woodmen and to the

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and his wife is connected with the Rath-

bone Sisters and the Rebekah lodge, the ladies' auxiliaries of the Knights of

Pythias and the Odd Fellows. Dr. Sullivan has filled all the chairs in the

Odd Fellows lodge and was a delegate to the grand lodge of Missouri in 1899.

His political allegiance is given to the republican party and Avhile he has

never sought nor desired office he has always kept well informed on the ques-

tions and issues of the day. He is a public-spirited and progressive man and

this is especially manifest in his professional career, which has been marked

by steady advancement, not only on the lines that others have marked out,

but also in original ways.

O. W. BUTTON.

O. W. Button, engaged in the real-estate, building, loan and insurance

business in Kansas City, was born in Alden, Iowa, on the 27th of Septem-

ber, 1871, a son of Joshua C. and Carrie L. (Sheppard) Button. His father

established the first bank of Akron, Iowa, and in fact was one of the first

residents and business men of that place, where he was prominently identi-

fied with the upbuilding and substantial growth of the city for many years,

both as a banker and in connection with other business affairs. He removed

to Iowa from the state of New York and found in the great and growmg

western country opportunity for the exercise of his energy and diligence—

his dominant quahties. For many years his work was an element m the

..rowth and progress of his citv and state but now he is practically living
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retired. He is a stalwart republican in politics and for years was recog-
nized as a local leader in the ranks of the i)arty, his fellow townsmen call-

ing him to various city offices, the duties of which he discharged with prompt-
man of Highmore, South Dakota; William A., a newspaper man of Sioux
ness and fidelity. His family numbered four children: Albert G., a stock-

City, Iowa; and May, the wife of R. J. Haucke, of Akron, Iowa.

The second son is O. W. Button of this review. He was reared in

Akron, Iowa, where his parents removed during his infancy and in the pub-
lic and high schools of that city he continued his education until he be-

came a student in Morningside College at Sioux City, Iowa, where he pur-

sued a general collegiate course. Putting aside his text-books, he engaged in

the banking business in Akron for three years, after which he disposed of his

interests to James F. Toy, president of the First National Bank of that place.

He then entered Mr. Toy's employ, spending a portion of the time in Akron

and the remainder in Sioux Citv. He continued with Mr. Tov for about

ten years and at the time he resigned was filling the position of cashier of

the First National Bank. This was in 1899.

In that year Mr. Button came to Kansas City, where he turned his at-

tention to the real-estate and building business. He has since been ex-

tensively engaged in speculative building, erecting high class residences,

which he at once places on sale. In this manner he has converted unsightly

vacancies into prominent and beautiful residence districts and has con-

tributed in substantial measure to the adornment and to the progress of the

city.

Mr. Button, keeping well informed on the questions and issues of the

day, as every American citizen should do, is a stalwart advocate of the repub-

lican party, while fraternally he is connected with the Independent Order of

Odd Fellows. Throughout his business career he has endeavored to make all

liis acts and commercial moves the result of definite consideration and sound

judgment. There have never been any great ventures or risks, for his in-

vestments have been guided by a sound judgment and he has practiced hon-

est, slow-growing business methods, supplemented by energy and good

svstem.

JOHN KENNEY CRAVENS.

John Kenney Cravens, one of Kansas City's most distinguished lawyers

of an early day, was born in Ripley county, Indiana, August 14, 1838. He

was educated in the University of ^lichigan and Avhen a young man came

to Missouri, settling at Gallatin in 1800. T.ater he removed to St. Joseph

where he lived for a short time, and in .lune, 1805, came to Kansas City.

Here ho practiced law until his death, which occurred November 2, 1892. No

dreary novitiate awaited him. Aliuo-t iiiiincdiately ho secured a liberal client-

age, his broad mind, (•(•mpi-chensivo knowledge of the principles of jurispru-

dence, his careful prei)aration of his cases and his clear presentation of the

points at issue winning him distinguished success.
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In 1861 Mr. Cravens was married to Miss Fannie Frame, of Gallatin,

Missouri, and unto them were born four children: James H., now a prom-
inent lawyer of Kansas City; Lanier, lieutenant of artillery in the United
States regular army; John S., a capitalist of southern California, and Frances,
the wife of P. F. Carter, a real-estate broker of Kansas City. The mother is

still living, making her home with her son James H., at the age of sixty-

seven years.

At the time of the Civil war ^Ir. Cravens became quartermaster sergeant
and brevet captain in General Thomas' army. He held membership with the

Masonic fraternity and also with the Kansas City Club. In politics he was an

independent republican, and there came to him recognition of his ability

as an attorney when he was engaged by the republican party for a judgeship
on the supreme bench, but met defeat with the remainder of the ticket. His

carefully managed business interests won him a considerable fortune, so that

he left his family in most comfortable financial circumstances. He was

particularly devoted to the welfare of Kansas City and of Jackson county,

believing firmly in the future progress and greatness of this section of the

state. He was always active and enthusiastic in support of any movement
for the public welfare, and in connection with W. R. Nelson, editor of the

Kansas City Star, he placed on foot a movement which resulted in the estab-

lishment of the present magnificent park and boulevard system. Many other

specific instances of his active and helpful cooperation in public affairs

could be given. He was a liberal contributor to the Presbyterian church, of

which his family were members, and was a profound scholar, the range of his

reading and study being most broad and liberal. He became recognized as an

influential factor in literary, scientific, social and educational circles, and

association with him meant expansion and elevation.

JAMES H. CRAVENS.

The name of Cravens has long figured in connection with the legal

history of Kansas City, as father and son have been practitioners at the bar

here for more than four decades. Endowed by nature with strong intellect, J.

H. Cravens has directed his reading and study along those lines which have not

only brought him professional success but have gained for him comprehensive

knowledge of those problems and interests which have marked the world's

history and which show the trend of thought and development at the present

day.

Mr. Cravens was born in St. Joseph, Missouri, April 11, 1865, a son of

John Kenney Cravens, of whom mention is made above. He was educated in

the public schools of Kansas City and Williams College, at Williamstown,

Massachusetts, completing the literary course by graduation in 1887, at which

time the Bachelor of Arts degree was conferred upon him. He spent one

year in Europe in study and travel, and on his return devoted a. year to the

mastery of legal principles in his father's law office before matriculating in
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Columbia College of New York city, from which he was graduated in 1890

with the Master of Arts degree. He next went to New Mexico, where he spent

three years in conducting a ranch. On returning to Kansas City he reentered

his father's law othce and, after thorough preliminary reading, was admitted

to the bar in 1894. He has practiced here continuously since, and in connec-

tion has handled more city real estate than any other man in Kansas City,

principally in the employ of capitalists as an expert buyer. He is a great

believer in the future of Kansas City and is himself largely interested in

realty here. He has displayed remarkable prescience in determining the

value of property and its possible diminution or appreciation in price, and his

investments have, therefore, been very judiciously made.

On the 30th of June, 1897, Mr. Cravens was united in marriage to Miss

Lorena Searcy, of Kansas City, and they have one child, John Kenney, who

w-as born February 20, 1902. In 1906 Mr. Cravens took his family abroad,

traveling extensively through Europe. His political allegiance is given to the

republican party, though he manifests that independent spirit which is one

of the hopeful signs of the times. He has taken an active part in the work

of the Republican Club, but has never sought nor desired office for himself.

He belongs to the Knights of Pythias fraternity, is a member of the Kansas

City Athletic Club, and was one of the organizers and the first member of the

University Club of Kansas City. He likewise belongs to the Congregational

church. Naturally studious, he devotes a large part of his time to study and

travel, whereby he is constantly broadening his mind. In his college courses

he became proficient in Latin and Greek, and through business and travel has

acquired a knowledge of French, German and Spanish, having today quite

a library in those languages. Strongly intellectual in his tastes and charac-

teristics, when he expresses an opinion it is founded upon a comprehensive

knowledge of the subjects on which he speaks, and his well-balanced mind

makes his opinions of value. He is an able lawyer and acknowledged real

estate expert and a gentleman of broad culture, whose circle of friends is

almost coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances.

VAN NOY BROTHERS.

The firm of Van Noy Brothers is well known in Kansas City because

of the leadership to which they have attained in their chosen line. They

began as local cigar and news dealers at No. 1076 Union avenue in 1893.

but in 1897 the business was incorporated under the name of the Van Noy
Railroad News Company and capitalized for twenty thousand dollars, with

I. C. Van Noy as president and general manager, G. W. Krebs, of St. Louis,

vice president, and C. S. Van Noy as secretary and treasurer. Prior to that

time they had the news business for two roads, having taken the old Mem-

phis route on the 1st of January, 1903. They now have control of thirty

two thousand miles of road on five lines, together with fifty-two hotels and
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eating bouses, twenty-one distributing offices and twenty news and cigar
stands. Their employes number about sixteen hundred and the business is

conducted in harmony with the most carefully systematized and well planned
commercial interests. Their capital at the incorporation was twenty thousand
dollars and today their business represents an investment of three hundred
and eight thousand dollars. The firm name is known throughout the entire

west and stands ever as a synonym for commercial integrity as well as enter-

prise.

Ira C. Van Noy, president of the company, was born at Cambridge,
Indiana, December 4, 1861. The family, as the name indicates, is of Hol-

land lineage, Nathan Van Noy removing from Holland to France, where
he was married. He afterward came to America about 1750 and located

between Bi'unswick and Charleston, South Carolina. William Yah Noy, the

great-grandfather of our suljject. leaving his own home near South Caro-

line, walked with his young wife to Barbersville, Kentucky. He became a

wealthv man of that localitv, owning one hundred and five slaves and about

thirty-six hundred acres of land in the vicinity of Barbersville, which was

afterward divided among his heirs. It is said that in 1837 he made the

generous offer to all of his slaves who were over sixteen years of age to give

them their freedom and pay their passage to Liberia if they wished to go.

Thirty-five accepted his offer. One of the old slaves, who was called Squire,

at first refused to go but afterward told Mr. Yan Noy that he would accept

the proposition if he could have money for his pas.-;age back in case he did

not wish to remain in Liberia. Making his wav to the Africai^ coast, he

visited his wife and children, who were among the first to go, but when a

few months had been passed in what was to him a foreign land, the long-

ing for "home and Massa" proved too strong to be resisted and he returned

and was again taken into the family of William Van Noy. After a long

and well spent life William Yan Noy passed away at the very remarkable

old age of one hundred and four vears.

The grandfather, Joseph Van Noy, resided at Barbersville, Kentucky,

and engaged in the slave trade in the south. He served as a soldier in the

Mexican and Texan wars and died at Vicksburg, Mississippi, as the result of

injuries sustained in the latter. He was in San Antonio, Texas, at the time

of the Mexican raid on that city and wa.^ present at the capture of Santa Ana.

Dr. H. C. Van Noy, the father of the Yan Noy Brothers, was a practic-

ing physician who was born in Kentucky and died about four years ago. He

married Katherine Raber, a native of Cambridge, Indiana, whose birth oc-

curred in the same house in which her son Ira first opened his eyes to the

light of day. She is still living in Kansas City at the age of sixty-four

years. Her family numbered ten children, eight sons and two daughters.

Of this family two are now deceased, William, the third child, having died

at the age of four years, while the youngest, Cleveland, died at the age of

fifteen vears. Those who still survive are: Ira C.
;
J. L. : Joseph B., who is in

business at Oklahoma City; C. S., a member of the Van Noy company;

Horace Greeiev, who is in the employ of the company; Hallie, the wife of

John Britt, manager of the Union Depot news stand for the company; Jessie,
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the wife of James Julen, who is in business in Kansas City; and H. C, who
is purchasing agent for the Van Noy Brothers.

Ira C. Van Noy was only about six years of age at the time of the re-

moval of ill's parents from Cambridge, Indiana, to Mercer county, Missouri.

There he attended the district schools and in later years further pursued his

studies in night schools. He left the farm at the age of nineteen years and
secured a situation as clerk in a hotel. He had studied medicine for one

year before leaving home but thinking that he would not find the profes-

sion congenial, he did not continue in that line. For six years he served as

hotel clerk, after which he entered the employ of the Union New^s Company,
spending two years on trains, while later he remained with the company in

other capacities, filling clerical positions and also acting as manager of

branch offices. His promotions were rapid during the four years in which

he remained with the company, after w^hich he engaged in a similar busi-

ness on his own account. In connection with his brother he embarked in

this line in 1893 and as the years passed has developed a business of mam-
moth, proportions. He is interested to a large extent in Kansas City real

estate in connection with his brother and he owms his own home at No. 2642

Benton Boulevard.

On the 12th of August, 1896, Ira C. Van Noy was married to Miss

Jessie Hackman, a daughter of C. W. Hackman, of Kansas City, who was

formerly assistant manager of The Boston Store but is now connected with

Van Noy Brothers. Their children are three in number: Cecil, Janette and

James. Miss Lula, seventeen years of age, who is now attending the Lor-

etta Academy, is a daughter by Mr. Van Noy's first wdfe, who died in Feb-

ruary, 1891. Mrs. Van Noy is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church

and Mr. Van Noy is an Odd Fellow and a Mason, belonging to all the

Masonic bodies except the consistory. He is a member of the Evanston Golf

Club, and in politics he takes a general interest, voting for the repul^lican

party. He is now acting as a member of the board of trustees of the Door

of Plope, of which his wife is secretary, Mrs. Van Noy taking a helpful part

in both church and charitable work.

Charles S. Van Noy, junior partner of the firm of Van Noy Brothers,

was born at Goslien City, Mercer county, Missouri, March 18, 1870. He
remained upon the home farm following the removal of the family to the

west, until seventeen years of age, when he entered the employ of the Union

News Company, which he represented on the road for two years. He then

engaged in the retail cigar and news business with his brother, I. C. Yun

Noy, as stated in the opening paragraphs of this review\ In the utmost

harmony the brothers have developed a business which, reaching mammoth

proportions, has returned to them a most gratifying income. Aside from

this business, Charles S. Van Noy, like liis brother, is largely interested in

real estate, including imich valuable property in Kansas City. They are

men of marked enterprise, of unfaltering diligence and of unflagging ])er-

severance, qualities which arc always essential in the upbuilding of mu im-

portant commercial undertaking.
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On the 3d of September, 1890, in Kansas City, Charles S. Van Noy was
married to Miss Molly, daughter of Daniel Denison, of Paris, Missouri, and
they have two children—Orville, sixteen years of age, and Lela, thirteen

years of age. Mr. Van Noy is a member of all the Masonic bodies except
the consistory and is also connected with the Odd Fellows society and the
Evanston Golf Club. He is likewise a member of the Frying Pan Outing
Society, of Frying Pan river, Colorado. He is an ardent golfer and an ad-
vocate of all manly outdoor sports. His political allegiance is given to the

republican party where national questions are involved, but he casts an inde-

pendent local ballot. He and his family are members of the South Prospect
Christian church, of which Mr. Van Noy is president of the official board,
Avhile Mrs. Van Noy is also very active in many departments of the church
work.

CAPTAIN JOHN S. BRANHAM.

Captain John S. Branham is the oldest captain on the police force of

Kansas City, having been connected with the department for thirty-four

years. He is now in charge of Station No. 3, where he has remained since

3902. He was born in Columbia, Missouri, February 14, 1846, and is a son

of Richard C. Branham, a native of Bourbon county, Kentucky, who went
to Columbia, Missouri, in the '20s and w^as there engaged in merchandis-

ing and banking. He was but a young man at the time of his arrival in

this state, the grandfather removing to Columbia with his wife and twelve;

children in order to be able to obtain more land at cheaper rates than could

be secured in the east. Richard C. Branham was one of those who assisted

in founding the Missouri State University in Columbia. Having purchased
land in Galveston, Texas, he started on a trip to that state by way of the

gulf but was lost with the ship which caught fire in the Galveston harbor in

1857, being at that time about fifty-one years of age. Pie had been married

in Boone county to Miss Emily S. Johnston, of that county, a daughter of

Captain William Johnston, a Revolutionary soldier. Mrs. Branham died at

the home of her .'^on, John S., in Kansas City, June 10, 1904. Both Mr.

and Mrs. Richard Branham Avere members of the Baptist church and the

former gave his political allegiance to the whig party. Their children were

William C, who was a merchant and died in Cooper county, Missouri;

Laura, the wife of F. M. Ferguson, of Kansas City; Julia L., the wife of

Leonard Dobbin, of Kansas City; and John S. The ancestry _of
this family

is traced back to Scotland in the twelfth century and the Johnstons were

also of Scotch lineage.

Captain Branham w^as reared to manhood in Columbia, Missouri, where

he attended the public schools and for a short time was a student in the State

University, but the Civil war prevented the completion of his course there.

He began life as a farm boy and in 1868 came to Kansas City, Avhere he

turned his attention to the agricultural implement business. After two years

in that line, he opened a meat market at Tenth and Main street, his establish-
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ment being an innovation in this line of trade, for the shop was fitted out

with busssels carpet, jDlush covered settees, silver service,, meat implements, etc.

It was the only one of the kind in the United States and men from foreign

countries visiting it declared they never saw anything like it. Captain
Branham continued in the business for a year and then went to Wichita, Kan-

sas, where he acted as deputy sheriff in 1871-2. In 1873 he was deputy
marshal at Ellsworth, Kansas, and returned to Kansas City in 1874, at which

time he was appointed a member of the police force. This was the first or-

ganization of the metropolitan police force and after serving as patrol-

man for a part of a year Mr. Branham was made sergeant, filling that posi-

tion for several years, after which he was made captain. When he became

connected with the force, the law provided that it should have but one cap-

tain. Mr. Branham has served in that capacity for twenty years and is the

oldest captain on the force today. He was at headquarters for nearly two

decades and has been in charge of station No. 3 since 1902. During this

period he has seen the city converted from a typical western town to a metro-

politan center, equal in points of civilization and improvement to all the

older cities of the west.

On the 3d of October, 1875, in Kansas City, Captain Branham married

Mrs. Mary Baker, who died August 19, 1903. The captain was reared in the

Baptist faith and politically he has been a lifelong democrat.

WILLIAM CLIFTON CULBERTSON.

William Clifton Culbertson, a distinguished lawyer of Kansas City, was

born in Rolla, Missouri, September 12, 1874. His father, Benjamin Martin

Culbertson, a shoe dealer of Rolla, was a veteran of the Fifty-second Ohio

Volunteer Infantry in the Civil war and also a veteran of the Mexican war.

He spent the last few years of his life amid hi.- old comrades at Washington,

D. C, and was laid to rest in beautiful Arlington cemetery—the national

military cemetery which borders the Potomac just opposite the capital city.

He died in September, 1898, having long survived his wife Mrs. Harriett

(Momen) Culbertson, who died during the early boyhood of her son, William

C, and the boy and his father were always like chums, the close comradeship

existing between them until the father went to Washington. The Culbert-

sons arc an old family of Scotch and Iri.*h origin, and in America many rep-

resentatives of the name have gained fame and prominence, including cx-

Congre-ssman W. C. Culbertson, of Erie, Pennsylvania, and Charles A. Cul-

bertson, United States senator and ex-govornor of Texas, who are closely

related to the subject of this review.

At the usual age entering the public schools William C. Culbertson passed

through successive grades and became a high-school student in Rolla. For

seven years after completing his education he edited the Rolla New Era and

the Herald Democrat, but desirous of more advanced educational opportunities

he entered the William .lewell College at Liberty, Missouri, where he took a
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four years' course. In the meantime, he studied law both at Rolhi and Lib-

erty and was admitted to the bar by Judge E. J. Broaddus in the Clay county
circuit court November 16, 1897. In January, 1898, he arrived in Kansas

City, where he pursued a course in the Kansas City Law School, meanwhile

practicing with Wallace & Wallace. Upon his graduation in 1899 he became
a member of the firm of Wallace, Wallace & Culbertson, and so continued

until September, 1903, since which time he has practiced alone. He has been

constantly connected with important litigation and his efforts have been

attended with remarkable success. He is recognized as one of the most reliable

advisers in municipal and corporate law and now represents some of the

largest corporations of Kansas City and also various eastern firms. In a pro-

fession where advancement depends entirely upon individual merit he has

gained marked distinction, and as he has prospered in his undertakings he

has made judicious investments in property, becoming largely interested in

real estate.

On the 28th of June, 1900, Mr. Culbertson was married at Libertv, Mis-

souri, to Miss Martha Packard Wymore, a daughter of ''Uncle" George

Wymore, a prominent horse breeder of Liberty, Missouri, and a sister of A.

P. Wymore, sheriff of Claj^ county. Fraternally Mr. Culbertson is a Mason,
and has taken the degrees of the Mystic Shrine. He is also an Odd Fellow

and a charter member of the Eastminster Presbyterian church. He belongs
to the Commercial Club and the Kansas City Bar Association, and in his

political affiliations is a democrat. For the past twelve years he has been a

delegate to several judicial conventions, and on March 7, 1908, was nominated

on the democratic ticket as a member of the upper house of the common
council of Kansas City, and at the city election, held April 7, 1908, was elected

to that office for a four-year term. He has a fine residence at No. 804 Olive

street, and his many social acquaintances know him to be a genial friend,

delighting in the hospitality which he can extend to those who know him.

He is public spirited, is popular in professional and social circles and has a

genial, cordial manner which enables him not only to win friends but to

retain them.

PIERRE S. BROWN.

Pierre S. Brown, proprietor of Brown's Business College of Kansas City,

was born at Clarinda, Iowa, December 11, 1857. His father, Clarke Brown,

was a native of Virginia, and belonged to an old family of English origin.

Prior to the Civil war he removed to Iowa, where he engaged in business

as a merchant and freighter. In 1868 he arrived in Missouri, settling on a

farm between Kansas City and Rosedale, now within the present limits of

the city. He died in 1903 and is still survived by his widow, Mrs. Delia

(Wells) Brown, who is a native of Henry county, Missouri, and now makes

her home in Kansas City. A brother of our subject, Marcy K. Brown, is

a prominent lawyer of Kansas City who served as prosecuting attorney for
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four years and for a long period has been recognized as a leader in the ranks

of the democracy here.

Following the removal of the family to the farm in 1868, Pierre S.

Brown continued his education in the Westport school, the first school of

the locality opened after the war. He afterward attended the Kansas City

high school, from Avhich he was graduated in the class of 1879. He next

entered the State University of Iowa at Iowa City and was graduated in

1880 with the degree of Bachelor of Philosophy. From 1881 until 1893

he engaged in teaching in Spalding's Business College, of Kansas City, hav-

ing charge of the commercial department, but withdrew in the latter year

and established Brown's Business College at Nos. 1212-14 Main street. The

attendance has steadily grown, necessitating the removal some time ago to

Nos. 1114-16-18 Grand avenue, where they have the entire fourth floor. Nine

teachers are now employed, and there is an annual enrollment of about

nine hundred pupils. The present enrollment is two hundred and fifty

day pupils and one hundred night students. The school course comprises
shorthand and typewriting, commercial or bookkeeping, English and tele-

graphic departments. The work done by the students is very satisfactory,

owing to the thoroughness of methods employed and the ability of the in-

structors, and hundreds of the students from this school are now^ capably fill-

ing responsible positions in Kansas City.

On the 20th of December, 1887, Mr. Brown was married to Miss Ger-

trude Looniis, a daughter of George W. Loomis, an architect and builder of

Kansas City, and they have one child, Jennie Gertrude, now thirteen yeai's

of age. Mr. Brown is connected with the Modern Woodmen and the Court

of Honor and votes with the democracy. His wife is a member of the Con-

gregational church. Their home is at the southwest corner of Linwood

boulevard and Euclid avenue, and in addition to this property Mr. Brown
is also interested in other Kansas City real estate. Identified with the edu-

cational interests of Kansas City for more than a quarter of a century, he

is well known here as a prominent representative of the profession, and that

he has practical and progressive ideas concerning business training is indi-

cated bv the success of the students who have come under his direction.

EMMA S. COOPER. D. 0.

Emma S. Cooper, who has for the past six years been engaged in the

practice of osteopathy in Kansas City, was born March 18, 1869, in Cham-

paign, Illinois.

In the year following the family moved to tliis city, and ever since

have been residents in tlie two Kansas cities. Her father, C. 0. Cooper, born

in 1832, is still living, but the mother who V)ore the mnidon name of Susan

E. Soger, is now deceased.

Dr. Cooper, having acquired a public school education, and spending
some years in stenographic and office work, determined to engage in the
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practice of osteopathy, and after careful preparation in a thorough course,
was graduated, in 1902, from the Still College of Osteopathy at Des Moines,
Iowa. She immediately returned to Kansas City and has enjoyed a con-

stantly growing practice, her professional duties now making heavy de-

mands upon her time.

KIMBROUGH STONE.

Kimbrough Stone is prominently connected with a profession which
has always been regarded as the conservator of the rights and liberties of the

people at large, and as a practitioner at the Kansas City bar has gained a

distinctively representative clientage. He was born in Nevada, Missouri,

January 15, 1875, and is a son of the Hon. William J. and Sarah Louise

(Winston) Stone, natives of Kentucky and of Missouri respectively, the father

being now a member of the United States senate. William J. Stone was

born May 7, 1848, in Madison county, Kentucky, and was graduated from
the Missouri University, which later conferred upon him the degree of L.

L. D. Admitted to the bar in 1869, he at once entered upon a career charac-

terized by continuous success. He served as prosecuting attorney of Vernon

county, Missouri, in 1873-4, and, through election as a candidate on the

democratic ticket, was representative in the forty-eighth, forty-ninth, fiftieth

and fifty-first congresses. From 1893 until 1897 he was governor of Missouri,

and from 1896 until 1904 member from Missouri to tlio democratic na-

tional committee, acting as vice chairman during the last four years of that

period. He is regarded as one of the distinguished democratic leaders of the

nation and was elected to the United States senate to succeed George Gra-

ham Vest for the term beginning March 4, 1903, and terminating on the

3d of March, 1909. He has left the impress of his individuality upon the

judicial and legislative history of the state, nor is his influence an incon-'

siderable factor in the national halls of congress. On the, 2d of April, 1874,

he married Sarah Louise Winston, and their two daughters are Mabel and

Mildred Catharine Parkinson.

The only son, Kimbrough Stone, acquired his literary education in

the Missouri State University, from which he, was graduated in 1895, with

the degree of Bachelor of Letters. He afterward entered Harvard College

for preparation for the legal profession, completing the law course by grad-

uation with the class of 1898. The same year he was admitted to the Mis-

souri bar at St. Louis, and in that state began practice, remaining there un-

til 1903. In the meantime he had gained distinction as an able and learned

young lawyer. In 1899 he was secretary of the commission that revised

the Revised Statutes of Missouri. In the spring of 1903 he came to Kan-

sas City and practiced alone until the fall of 1905, when he formed a part-

nership with Frank Hagerman. one of the leading attorneys of the city.

He engages in a general, civil and corporation practice. Along with those

qualities indispensable to the lawyer
—a keen, rapid, logical mind, plus the
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business sense, and a ready capacity for hard Avork—he brought to the start-

ing point of his legal career certain rare gifts
—

eloquence of language and

a strong personality. An excellent presence, marked strength of character,

a thorough grasp of the law and an ability accurately to apply its princi-

ples, are likewise factors in his effectiveness as an advocate. He is a mem-
ber of the Kansas City Bar Association, of the University Club and of the

Commercial Club.

Mr. Stone was married October 3, 1908, to Miss Lucile Cockrill, of Platte

City, Missouri. They have one child, Elizabeth Louise Stone.

MRS. SARAH E. O'MARA.

Mrs. Sarah E. O'Mara, a native of Ohio, came to Kansas City in 1898

and engaged in the conduct of an art and needle-work store and in the

jmanufacture of fine embroidery. She has succeeded in building up the

most unique and only extensive enterprise of its kind in the west. Previous

to this time her husband, the late Thomas AV. O'Mara, was a manufacturer

of shirts. Mrs. O'Mara accompanied him on his itinerary and spent much
of her time in the use of her needle, becoming very proficient in fine needle-

work. This eventually led to her settling in Kansas City and engaging in

her present business, after which Mr. O'Mara left the road and also made
this city his home up to the time of his death. Her son is now associated

with her in business, and they have continually broadened the scope of the

undertaking. They likewise have an electric bath department, splendidly

equipped, giving the various kinds of baths which are so beneficial to

of the most attractive features of the store is its fine millinery department,
health. There is also a hairdressing and manicuring department and one

It is an undisputed fact that there is not a place in the country that has so

complete an equipment for giving those treatments to women which, aside

from medical service, are conducive to health and beauty. Expert attend-

ants are employed who have graduated in the most prominent beauty estab-

lishments in the world. The store is largely patronized by all prominent
members of the theatrical profession when visiting Kansas City and also by
the women of Kansas City who appreciate the benefits to be derived from

the, medical effects given by the electric baths. The millinery department
is the most exclusive to be found anywhere, containing at all times pattern
hats fi'iiiii those centers of fashion—Paris and New York. The importa-
tions are kej)t constantly up-to-date and none 1)ut the finest materials are

used in the making of hats. The name O'Mara is symbolical of all that

appeals to the feminine fancy and delights the most artistic taste. The es-

tablishment is under the immediate supervision of Mrs. O'Mara, who was

the first to introduce into Kansas City the fine linens that are so necessary
to the furnishing of a home in an artistic manner. People of the most cul-

tured taste, of the highest refinement and of the most artistic ideas are her

patrons, finding here what they want for interior adornment of homes and
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also for the promotion of individual attractiveness. Mrs. O'Mara has con-

stantly developed this taste through study, and there, is no one better in-

formed upon the subject than she. A'Lsitors from other cities—people who
have traveled the world over, people of culture and with a keen appreciation
of all things beautiful—have said that in their travels never have they seen
an establishment of the same nature as '"O'Mara's," so complete in con-

veniences or so elegant in its appointments.

CHARLES CLEMENS ORTHWEIN.

Charles Clemens Orthwein, president of the Orthwein-McCrum Invest-

ment Company of Kansas City, was born in St. Louis, February 13, 1869,
a son of C. F. Orthwein, who is mentioned elsewhere in this volume. His
mother in her maidenhood was Caroline Nulsen, a daughter of John C.

Nulsen, former president of the Mi-ssouri Malleable Iron Company of St.

Louis, who died in 1907.

Mr. Orthwein, of this review, completed his education in Washington
University at St. Louis, from which he was graduated with the class of

1891. He at once entered business with his father under the firm style of

C. F. Orthwein & Son. They were the pioneer exporters of grain through
New Orleans, their shipments reaching as high as twenty million bushels

annually. After the death of the father Charles C. Orthwein and his brother,
W. J. Orthwein, continued the business until 1891, when the latter with-

drcAV, preparatory to removing to Europe to make his home in the Swiss

mountains. Mr. Orthwein then continued in the grain exporting business

until a recent date, when he retired and came to Kansas City, here organ-

izing the Orthwein-McCrum Investment Company in March, 1907, with W.
H. McCrum as vice-president and J. D. White as secretary and treasurer,

while Mr. Orthwein is the president. They do a large business in local

securities and have private wires to the New York Stock Exchange, the Chi-

cago and St. Louis grain markets and also deal in grain on the Kansas City
Board of Trade. Mr. Orthwein is also a member of the Chicago Board of

Trade and the St. Louis Exchange as well as the Kansas City Board. The
above mentioned, however, do not comprise the full scope of his business in-

terests, for he is director of the Fidelity Trust Company and the National

Bank of the Republic of Kansas City, and vice president of the Seneca Mill

& Elevator Company, of Seneca, Missouri, owning a mill with a capacity of

eight hundred barrels. He is also president of the Wabash Clay Company
of Indiana and has many other interests. The solution of difficult business

problems seems an easy one to him. He has been a close student of busi-

ness conditions, especially in the field of grain trade, brokerage and finan-

cial interests, and his judgment is regarded as sound and reliable, his opin-

ions often being accepted as conclusive in the settlement of various business

interests.
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On the 16th of October, 1897, Mr. Orthwein was married to Miss Edith

Hall, of St. Louis. He is a member of Tuscan lodge, A. F. & A. M.. of St.

Louis, and the Society for Ethical Culture, established by Felix Adler of

New York. He likewise holds membership relations with the Kansas City

Club, the Commercial Club, the Mid-Day Club and the Kansas City Athletic

Club. He is a lover of athletics and all manly sports, and is an expert
swordsman and horseman. He speaks German and French as fluently as

English, and is an accomiDlished musician, having studied the piano since

a small boy and at the age of twelve years appeared in public. He was
considered a prodigy by his family and friends, but when business interests

began to engross his attention he ceased to give nnich time to music save for

his own amusement. It is seldom that one Avho has the keenly artistic sense

and temperament of Mr. Orthwein, as manifest in his love of the art of

music, attains such preeminent success in business. He has, however, gained
a position of leadership, displays an aptitude for successful management,
and finds genuine pleasure in exerting his powers and in solving intricate

questions in the business world.

FRANCIS D. ROSS.

Jackson county has usually been favored in the class of men who have

occupied her public offices, for in the great majority of cases they have been

actuated by a spirit of loyal fidelity to the jniblic welfare. Of such a type is

Francis D. Ross, now serving as county recorder. He was born in Devonshire,

England, January 3, 1870.

His father, Francis Ross, was an officer of the British army and a native

of Rosshire, Scotland. He was a cadet of the house of Pitcalnie, which claims

the chieftainship of the clan Ross that played a prominent part in the history
of Scotland for eight centuries, while the widely scattered scions of the house

have made names for themselves in nearly every country on the face of the

globe. They have been participants in every war in Scotland and England
for the past eight hundred years, and every generation has given the life of at

least one member of the family in battle, the last being Captain George Ross,

brother of Francis D. Ros.s, who was killed in the late invasion of Thilx't by
the English.

Francis D. Ross was educated in the famous Blundell school at Tiverton,
established several hundred years ago, having been awarded a scholarship

through conii)etitive examination when twelve years of age. Upon his gradu-
ation from that institution, three years later, he won a scholarshi]) for Oxford,
laif never entered that famous university, instead coining at once to America
alone when but fifteen years of age. Having been reared on the seashore

and liaviiig a better knowledge of boats than of any other line of employment,
he at once turned to the Great Lakes, where he secured employment as a

sailor. At the end of one sea.son, however, he obtained a po.sition in the office

of a packing house in Chicago, and two months later entered a railroad
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office, where he remained until eighteen years of age. He then went to the

west and was employed on ranches in Colorado, California, Oregon, Arizona,
New Mexico and the Indian Territory for six years, and a part of that time

owned ranches or managed them for others. In 1894 he came to Kansas

City, where he engaged in the mercantile business for two years, and since

that time has continuously been in the employ of the city or county.
From 1896 until 1900 he was in the city treasurer's office, and for a few

months in the latter year was secretary for a building and loan association.

In the later part of the year 1900, however, he secured a position in the city

comptroller's office, and in April, 1901, went to the county collector's office,

where he remained as cashier until April, 1903. He was then for one year
chief clerk in the city treasurer's office, after which he returned to the county
collector's office as chief deputy in 1905 and 1906. In the latter year he was

elected county recorder, taking the office on the 1st of January, 1907. He
has been associated with the republican party since coming to America, his

stalwart advocacy of its principles arising from a close study of its general

policy and what it has accomplished. He is proud of the fact that his con-

victions have been sustained by the achievements of the party, and he labors

earnestly for its upbuilding and welfare.

He is interested in city and county real estate to a considerable extent,

but considers it incompatible with the duty of a public officer to become too

much engrossed in private affairs. He has therefore always refrained from

engaging in any commercial or financial enterprises. He is captain of Com-

pany D, Third Regiment of the Missouri National Guard, in which he takes

great interest as the one thing w^hich appeals to his nature above all others.

He belongs to the Elks, to the Missouri Republican Club and the Tiger Re-

publican Club, and in religion is by birth and choice an Episcopalian.

On the 10th of April, 1895, Mr. Ross was married to Miss Christine A.

De Rett, of Kansas City. They have five children : Francis Dundas, Evelyn

Mabel, Victoria Helen, Ronald Munro and Muriel Frances. Mr. Ross has a

fine farm at Dodson, ten miles south of Kansas City, where he makes his home

in summer, believing in the physical and moral advantages of country life for

his children. His city residence is at No. 3301 ]\Iorrell avenue, in one of the

finest new residence districts of Kansas City. He is modest and rather retiring

in disposition, and his official service has been marked by a conscientious

performance of duty -that well entitles him to the unqualified confidence

reposed in him.

FRANK W. TOBENER.

Frank W. Tobener is one of Kansas City's native sons, his biilh liaving

occurred here in 1867. His parents were Mr. and Mrs. Henry Tobener, of

whom mention is made elsewhere in this volume. At the usual age he was

sent to the public schools and pas,sed through successive grades until he be-

came a high school student. He received special training in Spalding's
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Business College and then started in business on his own account as pro-

prietor of a livery stable at the corner of Seventeenth and McGee streets.

There he remained for about eight years, after which he went to Pittsburg,

Kansas, where he became superintendent of a silver smelter. He filled that

position for two years and then returned to Kansas City, w^here he estab-

lished the Phoenix Bottling Works for the manufacture of ginger ale, soda

w^ater and other soft drinks. This he still owns, although he is not actively

connected with its management at the present time. He built a home at

No. 1001 Askew avenue and later traded it for ten acres of land at Seventy-

first and Main streets, which he intends to plat for city lots.

Pleasantly situated in his home life, Mr. Tobener was married in 1890

to Miss Emily F. Varco, a daughter of John F. Varco, who came to Kansas

City in 1870 from Cornwall, England. The father was a very prominent
Londoner. Mr. Varco, who engaged quite extensively in contracting and

building in Kansas City for a number of years, thus contributed in substan-

tial measure to the improvment and progress of the city. He built and still

owns a number of properties here which are now in charge of Mr. Tobener,
Mr. Varco having returned to England in 1897, since which time he has

made hi.s home in his native land. Mrs. Tobener was one of a family of

eight children, and by her marriage has become the mother of one daugh-

ter, Lavinia Elizabeth.

In his political views Mr. Tobener is a stalwart republican in hearty

sympathy with the principles and purposes of the party. He has attained

the thirty-second degree in Scottish Rite Masonry and is also a valued rep-

resentative of the Eagles and of the Modern Woodmen of America, while

his religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Presbyterian

church. Having spent his entire life in this city he is here widely known,
and the fact that many of his stanchest friends are those with whom he has

been acquainted from his boyhood to the present is an indication that his

has been an honorable and upright career.

JEROME TWICHELL.

Jerome Twichell, president of the Twichell Iron Company, is a man
whose energy and ability have created tangible wealth from an undeveloped
resource. With a recognition of possibilities that others have passed by

heedles.-ly he has put foith oanic.-t and clVcctive eft'orl \n utilize the chances

which have come to him, and in this way has won for himself a prominent

place in industrial and financial circles in Kansas City. His labors, too, in

behalf of public progress, have been far-reaching and beneficial, and what

he has done for the welfare of the city has been of a character that has

rendered his service most valuable.

Jerome Twichell was born in Louisville, Kentuckv, on the 13th of

August, 1844, and spent the greater part of his childhood in New Orleans,

where he secured his education. In 1860 he went with his father to Arkan-
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sas and assisted him on a cotton plantation there until after the outbreak of

hostilities between the north and the south, when he joined the Confederate

army, becoming a member of Company E, Eighth Arkansas Regiment, un-

der General Patrick Cleburn. He remained at the front until the close of

the war and was twice captured. The first time he was exchanged and the

last time he was held a prisoner until almost the close of hostilities, when he

was one of a squad of five hundred in the last exchange made. After the

war he returned to his old home on the plantation in Arkansas, but when
a brief period had passed he went to Louisville, Kentucky, where he secured

a situation in a seed and implement house, continuing there until 1868.

In that year Mr. Twichell made his way to California and was engaged on

the construction of the snow sheds for the Central Pacific Railroad. Remain-

ing there for a time, he then decided that he would see something of the

world, and on a merchant vessel went to Hongkong, China, and to Manila.

His experiences in the Orient were interesting, bringing to him a knowledge
of the people of that part of the world that he could otherwise have never

gained. Returning to New York, he afterward went to New Orleans, and in

1871 became again a resident of Louisville and entered into business rela-

tions with the old firm as a traveling salesman. He thus represented the

house until 1879, when his attention was attracted to Kansas City by reason

of its many excellent busin&ss opportunities. Taking up his abode here,

he engaged in the grocery brokerage business until he consolidated with

Clemons, Cloom & Company. In 1886 he sold out and began his present
business under the name of Jerome, Twichell & Company, dealers in corru-

gated iron and all kinds of roofing materials. In 1892 the business was

incorporated under the name of the Kansas City Roofing & Corrugating

Company, and from the outset in 1886 the firm has enjoyed a large patron-

age, which has constantly grown with the development of the city. In 1906

the name of the corporation was changed to the Twichell Iron Company.
The business which they do annually is now represented by a large figaire,

and the company stands in the foremost rank of similar enterprises in this

part of the west.

In 1885 Mr. Twichell was married to Miss Cora L. Norman, a daugh-
ter of the late Dr. J. W. Norman, and they have two sons, Jerome and Nor-

man Dean. Mr. Twichell is prominent in Masonry, having taken the

Knight Templar degrees of the York Rite as a member of Oriental

Commandery, while in the Western Consistory he has attained the thirty-

second degree of the Scottish Rite. He is also connected with Ararat Tem-

ple of the Mystic Shrine. He is likewise identified with various organ-

izations for the promotion of business interests, belonging to the Implement
Dealers Vehicle & Hardware Club and the Commercial Club, of which he is

a leading member. He is likewise a member of the Kansas Citv Club, and

those who meet him in these relations find him a genial, social man, the

compass of whose interests is not limited by his business. His extensive trav-

els have enriched his mind and made him a most entertaining companion,

and moreover he is one who delights in expending his energies for the ben-

efit of his associates. A resident of Kansas City for almost thirty years, he
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has been a cooperant factor in luaiiy niovemeiits for the general good, and

the appreciation which his fellow townsmen have for him and his ability

was indicated in the fact that he wa.s chosen one of a committee of two to

purcha.se the boats for the Kansas City River Transportation Company,
which was organized in the spring of 1907—a proposition near and dear to

the hearts of most of the business men of Kansas City. He was also made a

member of the board of directors and chairman of the committee on busi-

ness organization and thus upon him and his associates devolve some of the

most vital questions concerning the success of the enterprise. To be thus

elected was a great honor, as it signifies not only the belief in his ability to

successfully perform the work entrusted to his care, but also indicates the

esteem in which he is held by those who know him. He possesses the un-

daunted spirit of the west, accomplishing what he midertakes, and when
one avenue of effort seems to be closed, seeking out another whereby he

may reach the objective point.

GRANT SHAW.

Grant Shaw has since 1895 been connected with the business interests

of Kansas City as president of the Shaw Advertisnig Company. He is a

western man and possesses in large degree the spirit of enterprise which has

been the dominant factor in the rapid and substantial upbuilding of this

section of the country. His birth occurred in Louisville, Kansas, December

28, 1869. His father, A. J. Shaw, now deceased, removed to Kansas in 1860

from' Pennsylvania, and the mother, Henrietta (Stevens) Shaw, is still liv-

ing in Louisville. The Stevens family is of English lineage, and the ances-

tors of Mrs. Shaw were among the pioneer landowners of Brooklvn. New
York.

(4rant Shaw acquired his education through the medium of the public
schools of Louisville and also by studying at home in the evenings. He
then turned his attention to the newspaper business, with which he was con-

nected in various Kansas towns, and it was while engaged in publishing the

Florence Bulletin ten years ago that he became interested in the manufac-
ture and sale of advertising novelties. In 1900 he removed to Peabody,

Kansas, where he devoted his attention exclusively io that business until his

establishment was destroyed by fire in February, 1895. He then came to

Kansas City, where he has since continued in the same line of business and
has secured an extensive patronage. In fact his trade has grown so rapidly
that he now employs fifty traveling salesmen, covering two-thirds of the

United States. He manufactures a general line of advertising specialties.

the value of which is indicated by the mammoth business wliich he lias built

up and which makes his enterprise one of importance in the commercial

development of Kansas City. He also has various otlier interests in and
near Kansas City, and is the owner of a large stock farm of nine Inmdred
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and twenty acres in Bates county, Missouri, to which he gives general super-
vision.

Mr. Shaw is a Mason and belongs to the Kansas City Athletic Club and
the Warwick Club. He is well known in political circles as a stalwart cham-

pion of the republican party and has ever taken a general interest in poli-
tics. For two years he was secretary of the Kansas Day Club, a local re-

publican club of Peabody, Kansas. The honors and emoluments of office,

however, have had no attraction for him, as he has always preferred to give
undivided attention to his business affairs and his keen sagacity and enterprise
in anticipating the possibilities of trade in his line have brought to him
an extensive business and one which is proving an excellent dividend pay-

ing property.

ROBERT CUMMINGS MOORE. D. V. S.

Dr. Robert Cummings Moore, president of the board of directors of

the Kansas City Veterinary College, and an able representative in practice

of the profession to which he has devoted his life, was born in Carroll

county, Ohio, November 24, 1852. His father, Edward H. Moore, who for

many years followed farming, is now living retired at Holton, Kansas. His

wife in her maidenhood w^as Harriet A. Cummings, and both were natives

of Ohio. At the time of the Mexican war the father espoused the cause of

his country and went to the front.

Dr. Moore pursued his education in the country and city schools of

Carroll county, Ohio, to the age of sixteen years, wdien he came to Missouri,

settling in De Kalb county, where he turned his attention to farming. He
was thus engaged until nineteen years of age, when he removed to Jackson

county, Kansas, where he followed various business pursuits. For a time

he conducted a general transfer business and later carried on merchandising
at Holton. In 1885, however, he began preparation for the profession which

now occupies his time and energies, entering the Chicago Veterinary Col-

lege, from which he w^as graduated with the degree of D. V. S. in 1887. In

that year he returned to Holton, where he continued in active practice vni-

til 1896, with the exception of the year 1890-91, which he spent in Galves-

ton, Texas. Coming to Kansas City, he assisted in reorganizing the Kansas

City Veterinary College, while in 1898 he was elected president of its board

of directors, in which position he has since continued. He is also a mem-
ber of the firm of Moore, Stewart & Brown, practicing veterinarians. Since

becoming connected wath the college he has given much of his time to teach-

ing. During the first year he w^as teacher of antomy and at the present

time is teaching general surgery, first year anatomy, obstetrics and lame-

ness. His w^ork in the college has been of such a character as to give it

high standing in the profesion, for he not only possesses comprehensive and

accurate knowledge of veterinary practice, but also has the ability to impart

clearly and concisely to others the knowledge that he has acquired, so that

it finds enlodgement in the minds of his hearers and leaves thereon an in-
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delible impress. In the line of his profession he is connected with the Kan-

sas State Veterinary Association, was one of the organizing members of the

Missouri Valley Veterinary Association, belongs to the Missouri State A^eter-

inary Association and is vice president of the American Veterinary jNIedical

Association.

Fraternally Dr. Moore is connected with the Odd Fellows and with the

Modern Woodmen. He belongs to the Methodist Episcopal church and

gives his political support to the republican party. His time and attention,,

however, are devoted entirely to his practice and his teaching, and in both

he has attained success and prominence.

S. Y. HIGH.

S. Y. High, superintendent of the waterworks of Kansas City, was born

in Reading, Pennsylvania, August 30, 1856. His father, R. V. R. High, was

a coal merchant who died twenty-five years ago. The mother, ^Irs. Esther

A. (Yoder) High, is still living in Denver, Colorado. The family comes of

French ancestry and was established in Pennsylvania at an early day, repre-

sentatives of the name taking up land there prior to the Revolutionary War,
while General High, one of the ancestors, was prominent in that struggle for

independence.
S. Y. High was educated in the public schools of Reading and in the

Normal school at Millersville, Pennsylvania. He afterward served an appren-

ticeship to the machinist's trade and later pursued a mechanical engineering

course in the Philadelphia Polytechnic School. In 1878 he came to the w^est

and spent two years in Nebraska and in Deadwood, South Dakota. Returning
to Pennsylvania, he was employed in the drafting room of R. S. Xewbolt &

Sons, at Norristown, there remaining for two years. In Philadelphia he

engaged as foreman of the machine shop of the Harrison Brothers Chemical

Works for three years and, again going to his native city, he there prepared

machinery for shipment for the Kansas City Nut & Bolt Company, in

which project he had become interested. In September, 1888, he arrived in

this city as general superintendent of the business. In December, 1904, he

was appointed chief engineer of the Turkey creek pumping station, a part

of the city's waterworks system, and severed his connection with the Kansas

City Nut & Bolt Company. On the 1st of May, 1905, he became superin-

tendent of the waterworks, and in recognition of his capability and fidelity

received reappointment on the 1st of April, 1907.

Mr. High was married April 29, 1881. at Norristown, Pennsylvania, to

Mis.s Louise Patton, a daughter of Robert Patton, collector for the water and'

gas company at that place. They have two children, Robert Pntton and

Bessie S.

In his political views Mr. High is an earnest republican. He is identified

with the various branches of Masonry in both the York and Scottish Rites

and is a member of the Mystic Shrine. Fraternally he is also connected
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with the Knights of Pythias and with the Elks, and he belongs to the Tech-

nological Society of Kansas City and the American Waterworks Association.

Starting out in life with only his laudable ambition and firm purpose to

serve as capital, he has gradually worked his way upward until in business

and official life he has gained a creditable place and has shown himself to be
a man worthy of the trust of his fellow townsmen.

WILLIAM STONE WOODS.

The mere acquisition of wealth is in itself a fact scarcely deserving
mention by the historian. It is in the distribution of wealth that its power
for good or evil lies. Money is power, and the individual who has the faculty
and ability to garner wealth and who applies his acquisitions to the better-

ment of mankind is a public benefactor, whose memory should be preserved
and honored. We are led to this trend of reflection by contemplating the

life work of William Stone Woods, who is representative of that rare ele-

ment in modern life which, although an invaluable part of it, yet rests upon
a basis of something ideal and philosophical. In a worldly sense he has

certainly made his mark, attaining distinction in banking circles, and when-

ever he has come in contact with men of note he is not only valued as an

equal of practical strength and resources, but also as one whose integrity is

beyond question. He has moreover been imbued with the spirit which is

becoming more and more prevalent the spirit which recognizes individual

obligations and responsiblities proportionate to one's powers and opportuni-
ties. While he has attained distinction as a financier, Mr. Woods is per-

haps equally well known as a philanthropist, and so worthily has he used

his wealth that the most envious cannot grudge him his success.

Missouri is proud to claim him as a native son. His birth occurred at

Columbia, this state, November 1, 1840, his parents being James Harris and

Martha (Stone) Woods, who were natives of Kentucky. They were mar-

ried about 1825 in Madison county, Kentucky, and soon afterward removed

to Columbia, Missouri, where the father became a successful merchant, con-

tinuing in business there until his death in 1845.

At the usual age William Stone Woods entered the common schools,

while his more specifically literary education was acquired in the State Uni-

versity at Columbia, from which he was graduated with the class of 1861.

Thinking to make the practice of medicine his life work, he prepared for

that calling as a student in the St. Louis Medical College and afterward lo-

cated for practice at ^liddle Grove, ^lonroe county, Missouri, where he re-

mained until the fall of 1863. He then resumed his medical studies in Jef-

ferson Medical College of Philadelphia and was graduated on the 4th of

March, 1864. He then returned to Middle Grove, where he practiced until

1867, which year witnessed his removal to Paris, Missouri, where he became

connected with mercantile interests. In 1868 he and a brother conducted

a profitable wholesale grocery business, making extensive sales along the
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line of the Union Pacific Railway during the western construction of the

same. Ogden was reached in 1869 and William S. Woods then returned to

Rocheport, Missouri, wdiere he opened the Rocheport Savings Bank. His

individual ownerehip wiis succeeded by that of the firm of AV. S. Woods &

Company, and he continued in banking there until January 1, 1880, when
he disposed of his interest at Rocheport and removed to Kansas City.

Here he again entered the field of merchandising, becoming a mem-
ber of the firm of Grimes, Woods, La Force & Company, wholesole drj^-goods

merchants, with whom he continued for about two years. During this period
there was established the wholesale house of the W. B. Grimes Dry Goods

Company, successors to the former firm. On the reorganization Mr. Woods
became a stockholder, but took no active part in the management or con-

trol of the business on account of his health. Later the name was changed
to the Swofford Dry Goods Company. In the meantime Mr. Woods pur-

chased a controlling interest in the Kansas City Savings Association, of

which J. A. Powell was president and C. J. White cashier. Affairs after a

time reached a deplorable condition, and Mr. Woods was made president,

and took up the active management of the business. The result is today
seen in the second largest banking house west of the Mississippi. The bank

had been organized in 1865 Avith one hundred thousand dollars capital, but

only ten thousand dollars had been paid in. When he assumed charge it

was reorganized as the Bank of Commerce with a capital of two hundred

thousand dollars. The business grew rapidly, and in 1887 was liquidated,

paying the stockholders three dollars for one invested, in addition to the six

per cent semi-annual dividends which had been declared. It was then suc-

ceeded by the National Bank of Commerce with a capital of one million

dollars, and from the organization of the new institution Mr. Woods sen^ed

as president until it was recently reorganized.

Mr. Woods has had many other business interests and is recognized aa

one of the strongest financiers in the entire west. For fifteen years he was

associated with his brother, James M. Woods, in the cattle business in Mon-

tana, supplying beef to the United States forts and Indian agencies. They
operated extensively in that line and in 1894 AVilliam S. Woods sold his

interest to his brother. He was a projector and is now a large stockholder

in the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railway. Several of the largest and

finest busiiu'S.- blocks of Kansas City stand as monuments to his enteiprise.

Recently he has promoted the Commerce Trust Company, capitalized for

one million dollars, and the Commerce Building Company. The Commerce

building has seventeen stories of steel, fifteen being above street level. It is

one of the finest office buildings and banking houses of the entire west.

On the 10th of Julv, 1866. Mr. Woods was married to Miss Albina, a

daughter of Judge Ebcnezer McP)ride, one of the old residents of Monroe

county. MissoiH'i. She is a lady of superior education, culture and of nat-

ural refinement, very prominent in charity work and in the social move-

ments. Their daughter, Julia, was educated in the leading college of Balti-

more, Marvland.
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Mr. Woods advocates and contributes to the advancement of Kansas

City's business enteiprise.s and to those movements and plans which promise
benefit to the city alone along all lines of municipal progress. He is more-
over one of the best known philanthropists of the west. He wears his hon-

ors, however, with becoming modesty, his beneficence prompted by a sinctere

interest and devotion to the welfare of his fellowmen. Seventeen years ago
Dr. Woods gave to Rev. T.-P. Haley, of the Linwood Avenue Christian

church, property to the value of seventy-five thousand dollars, which waA

shortly transferred to the Orphan School of the Christian church of Missouri

that later became the William Woods College. Since that time eight hundred

young women have been educated in this school. Soon after the gift was

made, however, this property and the school were mortgaged by the trustees

to relieve the indebtedness of the institution. On learning of this Mr. Woods
made investigation and paid the mortgage. At that time the school was re-

named for him, but against his protest. In the years which have since come
and gone he has met the annual deficit of the school and has been the prin-

cipal donor to the funds used in the erection of its buildings in addition to

the original structure. The school is conducted at an annual loss, due to

the fact that about one-third of the students are educat-ed and boarded free

of cost and another third at half cost. This deficit is met regularly by Dr.

Woods, who is thus promoting the cause of education. Other donors have

established scholarships and contributed to the building funds, but it has

been the assistance of Dr. Woods that has made the continuance of the school

possible.

Four years ago Dr. Woods removed to Excelsior Springs on account of

the health of his wife, and there has manifested the same public spirit in

behalf of general interests that has marked his connection with Kansas City.

His home life is largely ideal and his interests center there. He is a lover

of outdoor sports and encourages athletics and all manly games. Having
risen from a humble position, he has always taken great interest in young
men and in their welfare, and has been ready and quick to extend a

helping hand to those who are willing to help themselves. His own life

record seems remarkable as we measure the distance between his present

position and his starting point, but his splendid success has come to him

only through the use of the talents with which nature endowed him. There

are in every community men who without any particular effort on their

part leave an impress upon the community which can never be effaced. Dr.

Woods is one of these. Whatever he has done for his own financial benefit has

alw^ays been certain to confer permanent and valuable results upon the en-

tire community. No man has done more for the city than he, and no man

takes less credit for his acts. He is a splendid type of a noble American

citizen, and manliness, patriotism, philanthropy, sincerity and friendship

are instinctively associated with his name. The common testimony of him

is that he is a man of remarkable sagacity, a quality in the human mind

that we can scarcely overestimate in business and in many relations in life;

a man w^ho sees much sooner than he speaks; a man who has been careful,

prudent and honest; a man therefore favored not by chance but by the due
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exercise of his own good qualities. His honesty is the root of honor, which is

one and the same thing, something sweeter, nobler and more far-reaching

than square dealing. He possesses unselfishness in a marked degree, and

an eagerness and willingness to see that all men have opportunities and a

desire to favor all.

F. E. COLVIN.

F. E. Colvin, manager of the loan department for J. S. Chick & Son,

the oldest firm in Kansas City in the real-estate, loan and insurance busi-

ness, was born at Port Washington, Wisconsin, October 26, 1879, his parents

being Hiram and Margaret M. Colvin. The father's birth occurred in Ver-

mont, where the battle of Bennington was fought during the Revolutionary

war. He was of English descent, his grandfather having been banished

from England on account of political troubles. The mother of our subject

was a native of New York. The parents lived for some time in Wisconsin,

and afterward located on a farm near Columbus, Cherokee county, Kansas,

in 1882. There F. E. Colvin remained until 1890, when he went to Wich-

ita, Kansas, where he attended school and also filled the position of clerk in

the Carey Hotel mitil 1895. He then returned to Columbus, Kansas, and

engaged in the farm loan business, so continuing until 1898, when he went

to Galena, Kansas, where he continued in the same line of business, together

with mining. He met with fair success there and, attracted by the discov-

ery of oil in Texas in 1902, he made his way to the oil fields at Beaumont.

where he remained until 1904.

That year witnessed his arrival in Kansas Cit}', and he Ijecame asso-

ciated with the real-estate, loan and insurance firm of J. S. Chick & Son,

as manager of the loan department. As stated, this is the oldest firm of the

kind in Kansas City, the senior partner. Colonel J. S. Chick, having located

here in 1836. For a number of years he was engaged in the V)anking busi-

nass, and then turned his attention to the present field of activity, the firm

througliout these years maintaining a foremost place as representatives of

this line of business.

Mr. Colvin is a member of the Grand Avenue Methodist Episcopal

church, is much interested in the church and Christian work, and is now a

member of the Young Men's Christian As.sociation. His fraternal relations

are with Sicilian lodge, K. P., and Sicilian Company, No. 1, Uniform Rank.

He also belongs to Temple lodge, No. 299, A. F. & A. M., and Elks lodge.

No. 26. He is also connected with the American Guild, and although one of

the more recent arrivals in Kansas City, he has made a creditable name tor

himself in business, church and fraternal circles.
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